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Ronaldo keeps
MU on track

AFP, Lomdon

Two goals from Cristiano Ronaldo
helped Manchester United move
back to within a point of Premier
League leaders Arsenal after a 2-1
win over Everton at Old Trafford on
Sunday.

Everton had looked set to
extend their unbeaten run to 14
matches but a rash challenge by
Steven Pienaar on Ryan Giggs
resulted in an 88th-minute penalty
that Ronaldo converted to secure
all three points.

ThePortuguese winger, who has
now scored 16 goals in all competi-
tions this season, had given the
champions the lead midway
through the first-half with
Australian midfielder Tim Cahill
equalising five minuteslater.

It was Ronaldo who broke the
deadlock with a superb curling
shot created out of nothing in the
22nd minute.

There seemed nowhere for the
Portugese to go when he was con-
fronted by two Everton defenders
after collecting Anderson's pass
but a neat sidestep created a space
and the winger's left-foot shot
found the top corner for his tenth
league goal of the season.

Everton's outstanding recent
runmeant they were never likely to
lose heart at falling behind to the
champions.

And their response was as quick
as it was impressive with Pienaar
delivering a dipping cross from
United's problem right hand flank
towards Cahill, who out-jumped
Patrice Evra to head the equaliser
just fiveminuteslater.

Everton fought well but when
they looked set for the: draw
Picnaar sent United captain Ryan
Giggs crashing to the ground inside
the visitors area with just three
minutes remaining and Ronaldo
kept his nerve to clinch the points
from thepenaltyspot.

Carlos backs
Becks as
skipper

AFPLondon

fp i €

David Beckham's former Real
Madrid teammate Roberto Carlos
believes new England coach Fabio
Capellowill name the midfielder as
thenational captain.

The veteran Brazilian, who
played under Capello in both his
spells at Real Madrid, insists the
Italian was not to blame for
Beckham's marginalising at the
Bernabeu last season after he
revealed his plan to join the Los
Angeles Galaxy.

Carlos claims Capello was made
to carry the can for a decision
which was made above his head -
and then made a conscious deci-
sion to disobey his employers by
recalling the midfielder later in the
season.

"There were no bad feelings
because he (Beckham) knew it
wasn't Capello’s fault,"” Carlos told
The Observer newspaper.

"Now, I am sure that Capellowill
select Beckham for England - 100
percentsure.

"He will call David and I think he
will make him his captain.”

Carlos believes Capello will get
England winning again - but has
warned fans not to expect excite-
ment.

"England need victories, results,
and that he will give them," he said
inThe Observer.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 8

Van Der Vaart
fancies Juve

AFP, Berlin

Hamburg's Dutch midfielder
Rafael Van der Vaart has said he
could imagine playing for Italian
giants Juventus and would soon
make a decision on where his
careerwill take him.

"I know Juventus are interested
inme, they've wanted me since last
summer and I can really imagine
myself playing for that club," van
der Vaart told Saturday's edition of
the Bild daily newspaper.

"I'm hesitating on my future but
1'll take a decision soon," said the
24-year-old who joined Hamburg
inJuly 2005,

Hamburg, third in the
Bundesliga, have offered the
Dutchman a two-year extension to
his contract which runs until 2010
aswell as a salaryreview.

But van der Vaart seems set on
finding another club.

The midfielder saw a possible 22-
million-euro move to Valencia
rebuffed byHamburg in the summer.

According to Bild, Juventus were
prepared to shell out 17 millions
euros for van der Vaart for a five-
vear deal.

Van der Vaart, who has scored
seven goals in 45 games for the
Netherlands, has knocked in 26
goals in 59 matches for Hamburg
and has a clause in his contract that
would allow him to leave the
German club in 2009 for an indem-
ity of 1.5 million euros.

PHOTO: AFP

Manchester United star Cristiano Ronaldo (L) unleashes a superb left-foot effort to score the first of his two goals in their Premiership match against Everton

at Old Trafford on Sunday.

AF¥P, London

Arsenal's bid
| to reclaim
i /| the Premier
[Vri | League title
~ passed a
j\ DARCIAYS (TP
milestone on Saturday when a
derby win over Tottenham ensured
Arsenc Wenger's men will spend
Christmas on top of the table.

On a day that saw Liverpool
register an impressive 4-1 win over
Portsmouth at Anfield, Arsenal beat
their north London neighbours 2-1
to pull four points clear of second-
placed Manchester United.

Manchester United can cut
Arsenal'slead back to asingle point
on Sunday, when the champions
entertain Everton at Old Trafford.

For Tottenham, who have not
beaten their neighbours since
November 1999, it was another
deeply frustrating derby experi-
ence, with even Wenger admitting
his side had been fortunate to
claim maximum points.

Robbie Keane had the chance to
put the visitors in front with a 73rd-
minute penalty after Dimitar
Berbatov had cancelled out
Emanuel Adebayor's well-taken
opener for Arsenal.

But the Spurs captain's spot-
kick was saved by Manuel Almunia

and Arsenal extracted maximum
advantage from that reprieve
when, three minutes later, substi-
tute Nicklas Bendtner rose unchal-
lenged to head the winner from a
CescFabregas comner.

"We had some luck,” Wenger
confessed. "Almunia saved the
penalty and that was the turning
point.”

Portsmouth arrived at Anficld
boasting the best away record in
theleague.

But Harry Redknapp's men
soon found themselves on the back
foot as a superb volley by Isracli
midficlder Yossi Benayoun was
quickly followed by an own goal by
Sylvain Distin to put Liverpool two
up with barely quarter of an hour
gone.

Zimbabwean forward Benjani
Mwaruwari fired Portsmouth back
into the contest 12 minutes after
the break but Fernando Torres
guaranteed the win with two late
goals to take his tally for his first
season in England to 14 goals in all
competitions.

"We scored four goals against
the team with the best team away
record, 50 that was important for
the confidence of everyone,” said
Redsboss Rafael Benitez,

"The team was playing with
passion and intelligence and they
are things thatitis important to put

Spurs gift Gunners win

together."

Manchester City remain in the
top four, just ahead of Liverpool,
after a 1-1 draw at Aston Villa,
Norwegian striker John Carew
camned a point for the home side
after Rolando Bianchi had given
Citythelead after only four minutes.

"He's settling in better and
better,” City boss Sven-Goran
Eriksson said of Bianchi, who has
begun to pay back some of the 8.8-
million-pound he cost the club with
three goalsin hislastfour games.

At the other end of the table,
Bolton's revival under Gary
Megson gathered pace with a 3-0
home win over Birmingham, cour-
tesy of a first-hall strike from El
Hadji Diouf and a late double from
Nicolas Anelka.

Middlesbrough's attempts to
edge away from therelegation zone
suffered a setback when alate Scott
Parker striker allowed West Ham to
claim their fifth away win over the
season.

Defender David Wheater had
given Boro the lead five minutes
before the break but Dean Ashton
quickly equalised for the Hammers
and Parker grabbed all three points
rightatthe death.

It was also a toughafternoon for
Sunderland, who slipped back into
the drop zone after Stephen Hunt's

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

Arsenal test for Milan

A¥P, Nyon

Defending
champions AC
Milan were
drawn against
Arsenal in the
last 16, knockout
phase of the
Champions League here on Friday.

AC's city rivals Inter, unbeaten
and flying high in Serie A, will play
Liverpeol, whom AC Milan beat 2-1
inlastseason'sfinal.

Arsenal, who missed out on a
favourable seed ranking after
finishing second in the qualifying

"group, willhost the Italian club on
February 19/20 with the return leg
in Milan on March 4/5.

The London club will have their
work cut out against Milan, who
Tast week were also crowned world

| club champions after their 4-2

victoryover BocaJuniorsin Japan.

Despite standing 22 points
behind Italian league leaders Inter,
AC Milan also boast the FIFA Player
of the Year and European
Footballer of the Year in Brazilian
playmakerKaka.

AC Milan and Arsenal have only
met once before - in 1994 in the
European Superclub competition,
the Italians coming away with a 2-0
aggregatewin.

Arsenal managing director
Keith Edelman insisted they won't
fear the seven-time Champions
Leaguewinners.

"It's a great match and I'm sure

the fans will be trying to book
ticketsalready,” Edelman said.
"Games don't come much
bigger than this. I'm sure it will be
highly charged and very competi-
tive.
"I think we would have pre-

ferred an easier one. We want to

win all four competitions and
we've got a big enough squad to
competeinallof them.”

Inter Milan president Massimo
Moratti said Liverpool, whom Inter
beat in the 1965 semis before going
on to lift the European Cup, would
notprovean casytie.

+ "It's interesting because it

" throws up two teams with lots of

tradition: Liverpool have given us
great memories,” said Moratti in
reference to their 1965 triumph
over Benfica.

"It will be two difficult
matches.”

Chelseaapart, the drawwas also
hard for the three other British

Celtic (SCO) vBarcelona (ESP)

Lyon (FRA) vManchester United (ENG)
Schalke 04 (GER)vFC Porto (POR)
Liverpool (ENG)v Inter Milan (ITA)
ASRoma (ITA) vReal Madrid (ESP)
Arsenal (ENG)vAC Milan (ITA)
Olympiacos (GRE) vChelsea (ENG)
Fenerbahee (TUR) v Sevilla (ESP)
{Matches to be played - first leg on
February 19/20 with return leg on
March 4/5)

teams in Europcan club football's
showpiece tournament.

Celtic will face 2006 winners
Barcelona, while Manchester
United face six-time French cham-
pionsLyon.

Celtic, European Cup winners
40 ycars ago, have yet to make it
past the last 16 of the Champions
League and Barcelona captain
Carles Puyol all but admitted they
had been given a relatively easy
draw.

"It's a good draw for us, though
Celtic are a very physical side who
base most of their play on defence
s0 it will be difficult to score that
firstgoal," said the defender.

"But if you score quickly, every-
thing else becomes easy.”

Liverpool, winners in 2005 and
losing finalists last scason, paid for
having finished as a group runner-
up with a tricky tie against Inter
Milan.

Anfield chief executive Rick
Parry expressed confidence that
Liverpool could go on another long
run incompetition this season.

"We stopped a few hearts in the
way we qualified. We've done well
in recent years and we want to do
wellagain,” hesaid.

“It's a big one but itwas going to

- be big whoever we drew. It's a very

longtime since we played them.
"They arc a very good team and
they doing well in the Ralian
league. It's going tobe tough.”
Roma were drawn against
SEE PAGE 18 COL 8

Valencia steal a draw

AYP, Madrid
— | Goals in the last
i ‘. ! 15 minutes from
. ﬁ Nicola Zigic and
.@ - David Silva
‘ 0| helped Valencia
' salvage a 2-2
draw at Real
Zaragoza on

Saturday.

"This team
showed great spirit. When you are
losing 2-0 and then come back to
draw it's because the players have
pride but we have still got to
improve our football," said
Valencia coach Ronald Koeman.

The fact remains that Valencia
have slipped from being champi-
onship contenders at the begin-
ning of November when Koeman
took charge to seventh place affer
going five LaLiga gameswithawin.

Valencia had to dig deep after
first half errors by their third choice
goalkeeper Juan Luis Mora left the
homeside twoupat the break.

Dicgo Milito put Zaragoza in

front from the penalty spot after 18 |

minutes, the Argentine striker's/
ninth goal of the season, after Mora
had brought down Ricardo Oliveira
inthearea.

Things went from bad to worse
for Mora, playing in his first league
game for two seasons, after 30
minutes when he pushed a Sergio
Garcia passinto his own net.

Zaragoza nearly went further
ahead just before the break when
Oliveirafound the net with aheader.

However, the Brazilian's goal
was disallowed because after he
apparently fouled Spanish interna-
tional defender Carlos Marchena.

Zigic then got one back after 76
minutes, the giant 2.02m Serbian
striker leaping head-and-
shoulders above the Zaragoza
defence to head home an Angel
Arizmendi cross.

SEE PAGE 18.COL 2
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Sevilla midfielder Adriano Correia (top) gets a celebratory hug from team- .
mate Frederick Kanoute after scoring against Racing during their Primera

Liga match at the Sanchez Pizjuan on Saturday.

Bayern drawn
with Aberdeen

AFP, Paris

Scottish Premier League side
Aberdeen have theirwork cut outin
the UEFA Cup knock-out stage
after being drawn against 1996
winners Bayern Munich on Friday.

The Dons, who last reached this
stage of the competition in 1986,
beat the German giants during
their successful 1983 Cup Winners'
Cup campaign under Sir Alex
Ferguson.

And despite a confident 4-0
demolition of FC Copenhagen on
Thursday to reach the last 32 the
club is under no illusion as to the
taskthatawaitsthem. .« v

"It's a reward for a’fantastic
achievement by Jimmy and the
players," said former Aberdeen
captain and current club board
memberWillie Miller.

Aberdeen welcome Ottmar
Hitzfeld's Bayern at Pittodrie for
the first leg on February 13/14 with
the return leg in Germany on
February21.

Hitzfeld, though, is confident of
a positive outcome and already has
oneeye onalast 16 encounter.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 4

Ballack backs
Lehmann

AFP, Berlin

Germany captain Michael Ballack
insisted on Saturday that out-of-
favour Arsenal goalkecper Jens
Lehmann will be the right man for
the national team at June's Euro
2008 tournament.

The 38-year-old Iost his place in
Arsenal's first-team in August and
has been left on the bench ever
since with Gunner's coach Arsene
Wenger preferring Spaniard
Manuel Almunia.

Lehmann's lack of match time
has caused great concern in
Germany with the national side
among the favourites to win the
tournament.

But as far as Chelsea midfielder
Ballack, 31, isconcerned, Lehmann
has to be German coach Joachim

Loew's first choice at next June's !

tournament.

“For me, there is simply no dis-
cussion about who should be
Germany's goalkeeper,” Ballack told

SEE PAGE 18 COL 3

Kaka eyes Milan

captaincy -
AFP, Zagreb I

FIFA world player of the year Kaka
has said he would like to extend his
contract with AC Milan until 2013
as well as becoming captain of the
Ttalian giants.

In an interviewwith Croat news-
paper Sportske Novosti, the 25-
year-old Brazilian playmaker said:
"It's true that we've talked about
extending my contract until 2013
andwe'lldo that as soon as the club
invitesme to sign."

Kaka, who arrived in Milan in
2003, sees his current contract expire
in 2011 and enjoys a salary of around
six million euros a year, making him
the bestpaid playerinTtaly.

"1 want to become captain (of
AC Milan) and leave a big impres-
sion with this great club," added
Kaka, also recently named
European Footballer of the Year
after starring in Milan's run to the
European Champions League title,
then the European Super Cup and
therecent ClubWorld Cup.

Current club captain Paolo
Maldini, 39, will retire at the sea-
son'send.

AFP, Rome

Returning Roma
‘talisman
Francesco Totti
scored a brace to
A% earn the capital-
~ 1 based club a 2-0
e Jwin over
Sampdoria at the Stadio Olimpico
on Saturday and keep them in the
SerieAtitlechase.

Second-placed Roma closed the
gap on leaders Inter Milan to just
four points ahead of Sunday's
cagerly anticipated Milan derby
with newly-crowned world cham-
pions ACMilamn, - :

Totti was making his second
injury comeback of the season
having missed last week's disap-
pointing 0-0 draw at Torino and he
proved he was back to his best with
a crucial double, the first a cute
finish from the penalty spot.

"I wanted to finish 2007 in a big
way. I'm happy and I want to thank
my teammates who let me take the
penalty and set me up at the end,”
he told Sky Sport.

It was the penalty that never
should have been, though, as the
referee offered Roma an early
Christmas presenton 18 minutes.

Centre-back Matteo Ferrari,
playing in place of the suspended

Frenchman Philippe Mexes, crum-
pled into a heap in the box under
the slightest of challenges from
Stefano Lucchini and the official
shockingly pointed to the spot.

Lucchini's bad luck got even
worse as he was laughably also
booked for his troubles.

That may have been a gift but
captain Totti's finish from 12-yards
was sublime as he calmly chipped
the ball just under the cross-bar as
goalkeeper Luca Castellazzi dived
to his right.

Just before the hour mark a
mistake from Roma full-back Max
Tonetto saw Emiliano Bonazzoli

setstrike-partner Christiati Maggio”

free but Brazilian goalkecper Doni
saved the day for the hosts.

And moments later Lucchini
almost fired his side level but he
blazed a half-volley over the bar
from just four yards out after meet-
ing a Sergio Volpi free-kick at the
backpost.

Roma came out flying in the
second half and Simone Perrotta
went close before David Pizarro
clattered the bar with a long range
effort that Castellazzi got a finger-
tip to.

Roma were pressing for a sec-
ond and any hope Sampdoria had
of getting back into the match
effectively ended when Volpi was

Totti fires Roma

harshlysent-off on 57 minutes.

He tripped Perrotta in full flight
but his challenge was neither
malicious nor decisive yet, incredi-
bly, a second harsh decision went
against the visitors.

Roma pushed forward and
Brazilian substitute Alessandro
Mancini fired a left-foot cross-shot
inches wide of the far post 20 min-
atesfromtime.

But in the final five minutes 10-
man Sampdoria almost snatched a
leveller with Doni saving brilliantly
from substitute Andrea Caracciolo
and then Hugo Campagnaro firing
wildly over the bar from the subse-
quentcorner, .

But in the last' minute Totti
grabbed his second, tapping home
after a brilliant run down the right
from Marco Cassetti.

1t was Totti's first league goals
since October 20, although it was
also only hissccond league appear-
ance since thendueto injuries.

"It was difficult spending two
months on the sidelines because 1
was playing really well before that,”
addedTotti.

"The championship? It's a
marathon, we won't make the
same mistakes aslast year whenwe
finished 20 points back (from
Inter). Itwill go to the wire.”

SEE PAGE 18 COL 7
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CHEEKY: Roma forward Francesco Tofti (C) spoon-kicks a penalty to score against Sampdoria during their Serie A
match atthe Olympic Stadium in Rome on Saturday.

@ Football

ATVP, London

England fans have been warned
not to expect miracles from Fabio
Capello by the men who appointed
the multiple trophywinning Italian
to the so-called 'hardest job in
football',

. FA chief executive Brian
Barwick described the 61-year-old
Capello as a "winner with a capital
W" at the formal unveiling of Steve
McClaren's successor last Monday.

But both he and director of
football development Sir Trevor
Brooking are realistic abouthow far
England's stock has fallen and they
have ushered in the Capello era
with aheavy dose of realism.

"There is no triumphalism,”
said Barwick.

“Fabio Capello knows he has a

serious job to do. Thisis a team that
has not qualified for the European
Championships.”

Brooking said: "We are not
getting carried away by the thought
that suddenly, because we have
Fabio, we will become world beat-
ers, becausewe will not.

"We have not won anything for
40 years. Lel us not expect him to
suddenly win us two big champi-
onships.

"We cannot sit back and think
everything is rosy. What we have to
do is try to get the'best out of that
groupofplayers.”

Barwick stressed that Capello
had a job to do working on the
England team's mental attitude
"and what happens when the
players cross the whiteline™.

"He needs to do alot of work on
the players’ confidence, as well as
the abilityand tactics.

“"We have a set of disaffected

'Don't expect miracles’

supporters. They are fed up with us
because we have not gqualified for
Euro 2008 and because we didn't
play especially well during the
World Cup.

"People put great store by sup-
porting their country. It is a special
thinganditpulls them together.

"We are not just going for a
quick-fix. We have a guy who is
committed to turning the situation
round.

"We also have to turn round the
public pereeption of what we are.
They pay a lot of money and come
in vast numbers. They are hugely
supportive and over the last couple
ofyears we have letthem down.”

Capello, for all his nine titles and
6.5 million pound annual salary,
knows he must impress a different
audicnce now,

He will get his first chance to
show what he is capable of on
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