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Did U Know?

The Australian Open was first played «
1805 as The Ausralasian Championships
Because of ils geographic remoleness
historically, the event did not gair
attandance from the top tennis players
-consislenlly. As late as 1980s, the even
lacked participaling from top ranked tennis
professionals. Since its move to Melbourne
Park in 1988, the Ausiralian Open has beer
widely regarded as a Grand Slam.

Pierluigi Collina
(Former FIFA referee)

“Foothall needs respect from every
* angle. We can speak about differen’
situations where respect is needed
and certainly this is one. We nec
respect between playersand referees
on the field, and between managers
and players aswell."”

Eid in foreign
land

TIGERCRICKET.COM, Hamilton

Celebrating Eid-ul-Azha away
from the closest and dearest ones
in a foreign land cannot be on the
year-planner for the Bangladesh
cricket squad members but profes-
sionalism demands sacrifices and
therefore if the Eid day has to be
spent among teammates and
Bangladeshiexpatriates, so beit.

At 7:30am (12:30am BST) the
tearn bus escorted by compatriots
living here left for the Hamilton
Gardens where the main Eid con-
gregation for local Muslims was
scheduled. Most of the players
wore the Punjabi brought from
home especially for this occasion
and the prayer cap. The Eid prayer
was held inside an exhibition hall
which sits between the lush
embankments and botanical
beauties of the Gardens and the
Bangladesh team's arrival there
was announced by the Imam.
Among the many nationalities
there the 50-odd presence of
Bangladeshi men, women and
children, some of whom had madce
the two-hour drive from Auckland
just to share the Eid with the play-

ers, looked joyfully significant.
SEE PAGE 1B COL 6

Kumble banks
on videos

CRICINFO, undated

Anil Kumble, the Indian captain,
rued the fact that weather cur-
tailed the only practice game
before the first Test in Melbourne
but said the team was practicing
hard indoors and working out
strategies by studying videos of the
Australian players.

"We're doing the best we can,
using the indoor facilities at the
MCG to prepare ourselves. We're
watching videos of the Australian
players to have as many plays as
possible imprinted in our heads
and generally trying to ensure that
the four days we have leftare putto
the best possible use,” Kumble
‘wrote in his column for the Hindu.

Only 48 overs of play were pos-
sible pefore rain intervened in the
three-day game against Victoria
and Kumble regretted the missed
opportunity to have a look at the
young fast bowlers.

"The ‘whole purpose of my
missing out on this game was to

SEE PAGE 18 COL B

E¥ ¥ Cricket

TIGERCRICKET.COM, Hamilion

The Bangladeshi fans arrived in
numbers from all parts of New
Zealand and Seddon Park saw a
Tigers party for the first time. With
the Twenty20 fixture against a New
Zealand Cricket XI arranged to
raise funds for the affected from
mid-November's Cyclone Sidr the
Bangladesh teamwere obligated to
play quality cricket and they deliv-
ered. The New Zealand XI were
restricted to 133/7 and then

I despite afewhiccupsin the middle

the tourists had the depth to run
away with a four-wicket win with
three overs to spare. This was
Bangladesh's first victory on New
Zealand soil and there couldn't
have been a more festive atmo-
sphere to celebrate that.

Since morning expatriate

' I Bangladeshis have trickled into

Hamilton, from nearby Tauranga,
Auckland and from cities and
towns far away. Some of them had
even watched the Tigers' train in
the momning. As the aftermoon
game drew closer more arrived, the
majority of them in three buses.
Before the start ICC Chief
I Executive Malcolm Speed handed
over a cheque of US$ 2,50,000 to
Bangladesh captain Mohammad
Ashraful and team manager
Ahmed Sajjadul Alam. Speed had
flowr all the way to Hamilton just
to be part of this noble effort initi-
ated by World Vision. So many
others have also spontaneously
come forward, including the spon-
sors for this match and the

repeated call from the PA system
announcer to stand by the people
of Bangladesh in this month of
givingwasheartwarming.

The Tigers played a highly-
motivated game. All the bowlers
did their part in bowling at the right
areas and Shahadat Hossain was
the pick of the lot with 3 for 15 off
four overs. The highlight of hisspell
was probably the time when he
softened Tim Southee with a
bouncer and then delivered the
perfect yorker to knock the off
stumnp of the highly-rated rookie.

Bangladesh rested first choice
bowlers Mashrafe Bin Mortaza and
Abdur Razzak to keep them fresh for
the three-match ODI series that
starts on Boxing Day in Auckland
but the reserves never allowed their
absence to be felt. Sajidul Tslam
bowled with zip and Farhad Reza
was once again spot on with his
yorkers. Ashraful meanwhile picked
up his customary T20 wickets. The
fielding was outstanding and
Farhad Reza's diving catch al mid-
wicket from a flat hit from Ross
Taylorwasthe pickofthe effort.

The Bangladesh chase was a
stop-start affair and Tamim Igbal
was out in the first over. Zunaed
Siddique played a lovely flick for
four but skied a similar attempt
before Aftab Ahmed (20) and
Ashraful (20) started entertaining.
With New Zealand bowling seam
up both batsmen played their
trademark scoop shot by improvis-
ing, Ashraful’'s one going for the
maximum. Aftab was the first of
three run.outs as Ashraful and
Shakib (22) followed suit leaving
Mehrab Hossain (21 not out) and
Farhad Reza (31 off 17 balls) to take

Tigers revel at Seddon Park [§

thesidetovictory.

Reza camein at 86 for 5 and took
off the pressure with a scorching
drive for four and a swept six. He
was out with one to get and
Mushfiqur Rahim pushed one to
mid-wicket to complete the for-
malities.

"This win was important, espe-
cially because of the cause this
match was related to. From a
cricketing poimt it gives us a lot of
confidence. We wanted to improve
match by match and I think we are
getting there," said Ashraful.

The Tigers leave Hamilton for
Auckland tomorrow (Monday)
moming.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard of the Twenty20 match

between New Zealand Cricket XI
and Bangladesh at Seddon Park in

Hamilten on Sunday:

NEW ZEALAND CRICKET X1

How cJunaid b $hahgdat 10
Fleming ¢ Sajidul b Ashraful 17
Fulton e Omarb Sajidul 3
TaylorcReza b Ashraful 15
StyriscMchrabb Reza 29
Marshallnotout 33
Hopkins cIgbalb Shahadat 12
Southeéb Shahadat 1
Masonnotout 3
Extras: (b-1,1b-5, w-4) 10
Total: (For 7wktsin20overs) 133

Did notbat: Patel, O'Brien.
Fall of wickets: 1-12, 2-19, 3-47, 4-
59,5-98,6-116,7-120.

Bowler O M R W
Shahadat 4 Q' 15 3
Sajidul "1 '23" 1
Reza 4 0 26 1
Ashraful 4 0 28 2
Shakib 3, 0 23,0
Aftab 1.0 “125i0

SEE PAGE 18 COL 4

PHOTO: INTERMET

CLIPPING THE KIWIWINGS: Bangladesh batsman Farhad Reza pulls the ball to the square leg boundary during the day-night Twenty20 game against a New
Zealand X1 at Seddon Park in Hamilton yesterday. Reza struck a brisk 31 as Bangladesh romped to a four-wicket win in their first real challenge ahead of the
three-match one-day series with the opening game billed at Auckland on December 26.
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India will bank on their big batting
four te notch up the runs to claim a
historic first series win in Australia,
starting with the Boxing Day Testin
Melbourne.

India have won just four Tests in
eight Australian tours, but pushed
Steve Waugh's Australians all the
way in the drawn 1-1 last series tour
herein 2003-04. §

Batting great Sachin Tendulkar
believes India have their best
chance of beating Australia on their
home groundsfor the firsttime.

‘Tendulkar forms the most expe-
rienced middle-order quartet in
world cricket with Rahul Dravid,
Sourav Ganguly and VVS Laxman,
§ weighing in with 32,610 runs

g

on big four

gleaned froma total of 442 Tests and
with 87 centuries between them.

"I think it would be the most
important tour (ever) if we can pull

Uof," Tendiilkak told a’ jre-Tost’

match press conference.

"Beating Australia is obviously
the ultimate thing because of the
way they have played for so many
years, soitmakesita special tour.”

"The Little Master," who ranks
second to West Indian Brian Lara as
the highest run-getterin Test history
with 11,289 runs, is rated one of the
greatest batsman of all-time and
was a favourite of late Australian
cricketicon Don Bradman.

The Indians fancy their chances
on the strength of their impressive
recent away record -- Test series
victories in the West Indies in 2006
after 35 years and then in England
in 2007 after 21 years, under Rahul
Dravid.

New skipper Anil Kumble
recentlyledhissidetoal-Owininthe
three-Test series against Pakistan,

cIndia's sfirst | success against their
‘tivalsathomesince 1980, '

But Australiaranks as thetough-
est challenge for all touring teams
Down Under. Australia’s last home
series loss was 14 years ago to the
West Indies 2-1 and they have been
unbeaten in 26 subsequent home
series.

Under Ricky Ponting, the
Australians have won their last 14
consecutive Test matches and are
the undisputed world champions
atTestand one-daylevel.

It will be a supreme test for the
Indians, starting with the showcase
Boxing Day Test at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground. But thistime theydo
not have to contend with Australia's
two bowling titans, Shane Warne

SEE PAGE 18 COL £
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AFP, Melbournc

| Sachin Tendulkar said Saturday

India have their best chance of
beating Australia on home ground
for the first time in the four-Test
serics beginning here with the
Boxing Day Test match.

The phenomenal Indian run-
machine, second all-time in Test
runs toWest Indian Brian Lara, said
a victory over Ricky Ponting's
champion team would be the
crowning glory of his magnificent
18-year carcer.

The 34-year-old superstar, who
is making his fourth and likely last
tour of Australia, also ruled out any
immediate thoughts of retiring.

Tendulkar, who has scored four

cenluries from 12 Test matches in
Australia, saysheiskeento beatthe
top-ranked Aussics on their home
ground for the first time.

India have won just four Tests in
cight Australian tours, but pushed
Steve Waugh's Australians all the
wayin thedrawn 1-11lastseries tour
here in 2003-04.

"I think it would be the most
important tour (ever) if we can pull
it off," Tendulkar told a press con-
ference here Saturday.

"Beating Australia is obviously
the ultimate thing because of the
way they have played for so many
years, so itmakesitaspecial tour.

"And having come here for the
fourth time, it would be a wonder-
ful occasion (if we could win the
series).”

Australia's last home series loss
was 14 years ago to the West Indies

PHOTOL INTERNET
Master Indlan batsman Sachin Tendulkar gives slip catches after his side's tour match against Victoria fell through
due toraininMelbourne on Friday.

'Our best chance'

2-1 and they have been unbeaten
in26 subsequenthomeseries.

The Indians' only lead-up game
to the Boxing Day Test was aban-
doned after three rain-hit days,
offering the tourists only 48 overs'
batting practice, but Tendulkar
believes India have never been
better prepared to beat Australia,

He said India have just come off
Test series victories against
England in England and against
Pakistanin India.

"We have come here properly
prepared because, although the
practice match was rained off, we
have come here having played Test
cricket, which is extremely impor-
tant,' Tendulkar said.

"So yes, 1 would say we are
geared up {towin) and as faraslam
concerned we are ready 1o go out

SEE PAGE 1B COL 4

‘Mashud bunks

practice

SPORTS REPORTER

Former national skipper Khaled
Mashud didn't turn up when the
training camp for the New Zealand
tour stand-by players started yes-
terday.

The no-show raised question
over the veteran wicketkeeper's
reluctance to attend the training
under Sarwar Imran.

Mashud has cited illness for his
absence,

"We already referred his issue to
our medical committee and the
selectors were also informed about
the matter. The fitness is a big issue
so we have to be careful about the
issue,” said Gazi Ashraf Hossain
Lipu, chairman of the crickel oper-
ations comimittee,

1t was learnt that the board has
taken Mashud's absence seriously
and will not consider him if found
guilty of reluctance oralackoffitness.

Out of the nine cricketers, six
practiced yesterday including
middle-order batsman Rajin Saleh,
who will leave Dhaka for New
Zealand today. Left-arm seamer
Sajidul Islam is now in New Zealand
and young paceman. Dollar
Mahmud will fly with the Under-19
team for South Africa today.

Mahmudur
resigns?

SponTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) is
all set to begin search for a new
chief executive officer after it was
learned that serving CEO
Mahmudur Rahman has tendered
his resignation.

It was learnt that Mahmudur
has taken the decision as there is
hardly any chance for him to have
an extension in the demanding job.
The two-year tenure will be end in
February.

Most of the board members are
not happy with the performance of
Mahmudur, who was appointed
during the Ali Asghar-led committec.

Rahman was tight-lipped over

theissue. "I don'twant to make any
comment as a cmployee of the
board," he said.

Under-19s off
to SA today

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh under-19 cricket team
will depart for South Africa on
December 24. The youth side will
play a three-day match against
their South African counterparts
and a triangular one-day series,
whichalso invelvesIndia.

The Suharwardi Shuve-led side
won both one-day series against
Pakistan and Sri Lanka 3-2 in the
lastmonth.

Theteamwill return on January9.
SQUAD -
Suharwardi Shuvo (captain),
Dollar Mahmud, Marshall Ayub,
Ashraful Aziz, Subhashish Roy,
Rubel Hossain, Syed Golam Kibria,

Rony Talukdar, Mahmudul Hasan, .

Nasir Hossain, KM Shakil,
Nadimuddin Mintu, Mithun Ali
(wicketkeeper), Hamidul Tsldfin.

Isn't it a shame? |

SPORTS REPORTER

For the average television viewers
of the country, the first two days
was all about surfing channels to
enjoy the Eid programmes, but on
the third day they were desperate to
find somewhere to watch live
coverage of the Twenty20 charity
match between Bangladesh and a
New Zealand Cricket XI yesterday.
There was however only a few
fortunate ones who finally found
the desired channel and watched
theTigers' four-wicketsuccesslive.
However asusualitwasnotonthe
screen of the state-run television,
BTV, rather on an Indian channel
named Sony SAB, which televised
thematch, arrangedto raise fundsfor
the Cyclone Sidr-hit people of

Bangladesh, livefromHamilton.
"Why not BTV'' was the most
demanding query when the partic-

“ular Indian channel was available
"only toalimited section'of viewers.

The Daily Star Sport last night
desperately tried to get connected to
the programme section of the BTV,
The phone kept ringing but unfortu-
naltely there was nobody at the other
end to pick it up. Maybe people over
therewerestillin Eidmood.

It's very sad that a game, which
was dedicated for the Sidr victims
ofthe country, could not be seen on
BTV due to thelack of properinitia-
tive.

"If our television can manage
sponsors to telecast the India-
Pakistan match live then what's
wrong about telecasting our own
team's match,” an aggrieved fan
complained to this newspaper over
telephone.

No. doubt an India-Pakistan
match has got enormous commer-
cial interest but doesn't it look very

‘odd for the BTV and the sponsors

"aliké 'to reémain nonchalant when
the cricket fraternity has come
together for anoble cause?

It was not sure whether BTV
would telecast the one-day and
Test series but the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) confirmed
yesterday that SABwill also telecast
the three-match ODI and two-
match Test series between
Bangladesh and New Zealand over
thenext three and half weeks.

Thisvery fact however raises the
question as to how many people
will really have access 1o the said
channel (SAB), leaving many keen
followers in the dark about the
progress of our beloved Tigers
when they are on one of their most
challenging foreignassignments.

Tamim ton in vain

ﬁl Cricket

T1GERCRICKET.COM, Auckland

Tamim Igbal’s brilliant 104 failed to
inspire the Bangladesh team who
muffed a superb platform to get
bundled out for 242 against the
Auckland Aces on Friday. That
score on a fast outfield and smallish
square at Eden park's Outer Oval
was always going to be difficult to
defend and the Aces were comfort-
ably home by seven wickets with
fouroversto spare.

This was the tourists' second
loss in three warn-up matcheswith
the other being washed-out before
Bangladesh could bat.

The Tigers had made the two-
hour bus journey from Hamilton te
arrive at the Outer Oval and were
greeted by a gloomy sky and cool

breeze. But with the pitch looking
firm and brownish Mohammad
Ashraful opted to bat on wining the
toss. For the first five overs it didn't
look like a good decision especially
when Zunaed Siddique (1) went
behind a length ball from Darryl
Tuffey and was frozen when the
delivery took the outside edge of
the ball and went to wicketkeeper
Young Bangladesh were 7/1 after
five before Tamim opened up and
hit four boundaries in one over
from pacer McKay.

The shackles were broken and
with the ever-fluent Aftab Ahmed
joining Tamim the runs began to
flow. They were precise in defend-
ing or leaving out balls that posed
risk but punished anything wide,
short or too full. Aftab spanked
Paul Hitchcock over mid off for the
first six of the innings six and then
found the cover boundary with a

trademark over the infield shot.
Then came a delightful scoop over
the short fine leg ficlder for a four
that had the Auckland-based
young Bangladeshi expatriates at
the ground in raptures.

Having put on 86 in 17 overs
with Tamim Aftab (29 off 42) gave a
tame catch to Martin Gupdll at
point off Hitchcock but Ashraful
maintained the momentum with a
25-ball 27 before a firm pull from
him went straight to Guptill at mid
wicket (147/3 in 29.3 overs). Shakib
Al Hasan (18 off 18) looked in fine
touch as he partnered Tamim on way
to the opener's 100 that came with a
gentle nudge to fine leg but Tamim
was caught behind soon after (184/4
in 35.4 overs). In the next six overs
Bangladesh lost four wickets for 24
runs to hand over the initiative to the
Acesand theeveniual scoreof 242 in

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1
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PHOTCLINTERNET

A NOBLE GESTURE: International Cricket Council (ICC) CEO Malcolm Speed (R) hands over a cheque of 250,000
“tollars for the Sidr victim relief fund to Bangladesh Crickei Board's media committee chairman Ahmed Sajjadul Alam
prior to the Bangladesh-New Zealand T20 international at Senddon Park in Hamilton yesterdzy. Bangladesh captain

Mohammad Ashraful is alsoseen.



