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Road accidents

FROM PAGE 1

Heza, 35, businessman Shahidul
Islam Sagar, 32, Shihab, 25, motorcy-
clist Wazid Ali, 60, and his son
Mominullslam, 19. )

Police said three were killed when
a Gaibandha-bound bus slammed
into an electric pale. Wazid and his
son Mominul were killed when a
speedingthree-wheelerhitthem.
KURIGRAM
Motorcyclist Nur Amin, 17, son of
Amir Uddin of Harisum village, was
run over by a pienic bus at Sadar
upazila in the district, says our
Kurigram correspondent.
DINAJPUR
Our Dinajpur correspondent adds:
Iwo bicyclists -- Abu Shahadat
Suman, 18, son of Farukur Rahman,
and Shahidul Islam, 20, son of
Mohammad Babul, of Gatpara
village -- were killed whena speeding
tru c&ehjr them at Birmmpur upazilain
thedistrict.

MYMENSINGH

At least three were killed and 25
others injured when a truck skidded
off the road on Dhaka-Mymensingh
highway in Churkhai on Saturday,
says our Mymensingh correspon-
dent.

Oneofthe victims was Shaheb Ali,
60, while identities of the others
could not be known immediately. OF
the injured, 22 were admitted to
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital.

In another accident, a minor girl -
- Sonia, 8, daughter of Ratan Mia --
was killed as a pick-up van ran over
her at Major Vita in the municipality
areaonWednesday.

JAMALPUR

Three people were killed and 10
injured when a bus careered across
the road and fell into a roadside ditch

from the Theni Bridge on Thursday,
reports our Jamalpur correspondent.

Police said the Madarganj-bound
bus from the district headquarters
smashed down the railing of the
bridge and tumbled into the 20-foot-
belowditch.

GOPALGAN]

Three people died and 30 suffered
injuries in a road accident in
Kashiani upazila on Wednesday,
reports our Gopalganj correspon-
dent.

Witnesses said the accident
occurred at noon when speudinﬁ
three-wheeler Nasimon collide
with a bus at Gorakhola on Dhaka-
Khulna highway.

The victims are bus labourer
Halim Kazi, 25, Nasimon driver
Abdur Rahman, 35, and helper Zakir
Hossain, 30.

CHITTAGONG

One person died and nine others
were injured when a night coach of
Al-Amin Transport skidded off the
mad into a ditch around 5:00am,
reports our Chittagong correspon-
dent.

Aminor girl -- Jahanara, 6, daugh-
ter of Babul Chand -- died when a
human-hauler knocked her down at
Bayezid Bostarni in the city around
L0:00prmon Saturday.

SYLHET

Two people were killed in separate
road accidents in Bianibazar upazila
on Wednesday, writes our Sylhet
correspondent.

Abdul Khalek, 40, of Boro
Shaleswar village was killed as a bus
ran over him in front of Sheola Palli
BidyutSub Station.

Hasan Ahmed, 25, died on the
spot when a bus rammed his motor-
cycle from behind in Baroigram
village,

HC order
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BTRC since May. Banpgla Phone is
focussed on setting up fibre optic
netwaorlk, sources said,

The BTRC had warned Bangla
Phone of cancelling its telephony
licence forviolation of licence terms,
but so far remained vague about the
allegations. However, Bangla Phone
categorically defended its position
sayingall ofitsactivities have beenin
linewith thelicence terms.

Bangla Phone was trying to have
an agreement eaclier this year with
BTTB for swapping optical fibre
networks between Cox's Bazar and
Dhaka, which would provide a vital
backup for BTTB's own network
that connects the country with the
submarinecable.

Having this backup line has
hecome a priority issue for BTTB due
1o repeated snapping of the original
ine betwaese Dhaka and Cox's Bazar
4y miscréants. Each disruption
deprives the of revenue of at
least $70,000 per hour. The cable
serves as the nation's backbone for
Internet and overseas call connectiv-
ity.

But BTRC on July 25 notified BTTB
that under the Telecom Act, BTTB will
need pﬁomp{fmwlﬁ'u mBTRC before
signing any deal with Bangla Phone.
This stopped BTTB signing any deal
with Bangla Phone. Till date, BTTB
could notensureanybackup line.

The BTRC afterwards continued a
hostile stance against Bangla Phone,
without resolving its objections.
Sources said, Bangla Phone had
recourse ta the court last month when
BTRC asked BTTB on November 15
not to sign a deal with Bangla Phone
saying the company violated contrac-
tual terms and legal action is being
takenagainstit,

The High Court on November 20,
issued a rule nisi on BTRC to show
cause as to why its July 25 and
November 15 letters shall not be
declared to have been issued without
lawful authority. The rule was made
returnable in one week. The court also
stayed all matters related to the fibre
aptic backup scheme during this

allows

periack.

After this rule, a High Court bench
heard the submission of the peti-
tioner and respondents on
December 6 and decided to stay the
two BTRC letters, allowing BTTB to
sign an agreement for swapping
BanglaPhone'sfibre opticline.

Sources said BTTB remained
undecided over the backup line
options for many months now. The
Bangla Phone offer gave it cost-free
swapping option but BTRC pre-
vented this deal. The other option is
with the government owned Power
Grid Company of Bangladesh
(PGCB), which is asking Tk 19.4 crore
as rental and other charges for a five-
year term. Plus, BTTB will have to
install some machineryworth Tk3.42
crore for this backup. This cost factor,
according to the telecom ministry,

2 ustify swhen there is an
Septianolalreeswappingdeal.

The ministry on November 26
requested BTRC to categorically
explainwhy BTTBshould notsign the
Bangla-Phone deal. BTRC on
December 12 replied that the court
had stayed all proceedings related to
this matter and once again refrained
from explaining the cause of its hos-
tile stance,

Sources said Bangla Phone has set
up the fibre optic line earlier this year
on the basis of negotiations with
BITB.

Presently, BTTB is using approxi-
mately 2,799 Megabyte per second
(Mbps) voice and 1,244 Mbps data
bandwidth through the optical fibre
and submarine cable. The submarine
cable's allocation for BTTB is more
than 14 Gigabyte persecond.

The optical fibre line is 433km
long and installed only a few [eet
belowroad-sidesurface.

Since the line was installed, BTTB
shut the line down eight times for
maintenance work and there had
been seven cases ‘of accidental
distuption of the line and another
seven instances are being termed as
actsofsabotage.

Dateline Afghanistan
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atherwise, butcouldn't.”

Talking to The Daily Star in his
Jamdia village home under
Bagharpara of Jessore on December
15, 37-year old Noor Islam, regional
manager of BracAfghanistan, said on
the day of his abduction he had gone
to the office at 10:00am, while two of
his colleagues - a manager and an
accountant -- were out visiting the
field activities of the non-
government organisation carrying
out development work in war torn
Afghanistan.

"Completing some work on my
computer, I told our security guard
Fuad to close the door. After 10 min-
utes, [ heard sounds ofknocks on the
door. I looked through the window
and saw the guard with his hands up
s four men in police uniforms and
two others in civilian outfits were
pointinggunsathim."

As the knocks on the door were
incessant, Noor Islam opened it. The
armed men immediately pointed
their AK 47s at him, commanding
him to go with them. "I raised my
hands and said La Ilaha Ilallahu
Muhammadur Rasulullah. They put
me in a green jeep looking like a
police vehicle, but the coat of paint
onthevehiclewasveryshoddy."

The abductors tied Noor's legs
itnd hands, and had him blindfolded.
After a 10-minute ride, he was trans-
ferred toanother carstill blindfolded,
which again went on for another 20
to 25 minutes, Noor said adding,
“They seized some money and aring
from me. [ repeatedly said that was
my weeding ring and pleaded with
them not to take it, but they cared
little. I feared they would kill me, but
as they had not fire any shot, [
thought they had some different
motive formyabduction.”

The abductors put Noor in a
mountaincave asking him to remain
there, silent. "It was almost evening.
I asked for some iftar as [ had been
fasting. They could not understand,
might be because [ spoke in Persian,

and they were Poshtu speaking. As [
tried to communicate through
gestures asking for water, they said
therewasnowater."

About an hour later, the anmed
men told Noor that he would have to
go with them to another location,
Noor Islam who joined Brac
Alfghanistan on December 22, 2005,
said adding that the abductors then
untied his legs and hands allowing
him to walk with them on a moun-
tain path full of jagged rocks in the
dark of night. After a short while, the
abductors put him in yet another
jeep that drove for about an hour
before bringing him to a different
cave.

"Ithought theywould shootmein
the cave. The fear of being shot was
constant in my mind,"” the young
man who had left his mother, six
siblings, wife, and son Aran athome
said adding, "I started praying to
Allah, I feared for my future, and for
the future of my mother, wife, son
and thesiblings, who would take care
ofthem, [ thought."

Soon they were on the road again
when two of the abductors held his
hands helping him to cross a small
river in 10 to 15 minutes, while the
others stayed back. Noor however
cotild notsay exactly how many men
were with him, as he could not see
them forbeingblindfolded the whole
time.

"We had walked for an hourand a
half late at night before ['was leftina
cave," Noor said adding that
although he tried to talk to the
abductors, he failed because of the

language barrier. He had to use hand-

gestures and improvised signals to
commnicate with the abductors on
guard,

Asked how he could manage to
walk on the rocky mountains, Noor
said, "It was very difficult! 1 now
think of how I walked that night,
repeatedly falling down, but the two
abductors accompanying me held
myhandsto helpmewalk.”

Turkey stages
new air attack
on Kurd'rebels

in Iraq -

AFP, Ankara

Turkey's military said it attacked
Kurdish separatists in northern
Iraq Saturday for the third time in
less than a week, bombing and
shelling positions and warning
more will follow,

"Turkish aircraft attacked
between 1:35 pm and 2:00 pm
(1125-1200 GMT) major positions
of the terrorist organisation” PKK,
before Turkish artillery shelled the
area for 15 minutes, the military
said inastatementon its website.

[t gave no details on targets,
saying more information would be
given next week and that it would
carry out more operations despite
harsh winter conditions in the
mountainous region.

The Turkish television channel
NTV said the raids were in the
Amadiyah areaofnorthern [raq.

"It will become well understood
how effective the operations
against the terrorist operations
are," the military’s statement said.
The PKK "no longer has achance of
success" against the Turkish army.

Actons over recent weeks had
left "hundreds of tecrorists” dead, it
added.

In northern Iraq, Jabbar Yawar,
spokesman for the Iraqi Kurdish
Peshmerga security force, said
Turkish warplanes had hit isolated
Kurdish villages.

"In the afternoon Turkish war-
planes entered northern Iraqi
airspace in an area called Al-
Amadiyah. Later ataround 4:00 pm
they bombed Iraqi Kurdish villages.
We do not know the extent of dam-
age. But these areas are largely
deserted and are along the border
withTurkey,”" Yawar told AFP. .

The Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK), listed as a terrorist group by
Turkey and many other countries,
has waged a bloody campaign for
Kurdish self-rule in southeast
Turkey since 1984. The conflict has
claimed more than 37,000 lives.

Turkey has been stepring up
pressure since its parliament
approved in October cross-border
raids on PKK bases, with Ankara
saying the [raqi government and its
US backers were not doing enough
to halt PKKattacks.

Asked for a reaction, State
Department spokeswoman Nicole
Thompson said in Washington:
"The US does view the PKK as a
terrorist group and is against any
acts of violence against Turkey or
[raq. It will continue to work with
the governments of Turkey and [raq
an how they can work together to,
deal with the PKK." :

City still

FROM PAGE 1

Although the civil courts remained
closed, activities at the criminal
courts recommenced yesterday
with athin attendance.

The picture was the same at the
Secretariat and the ministries,
although the advisers and the top
officials were present. Attendance
in other government offices in the
capital was also thin.

Only a few staff turned up and
stayed in their offices for some
hours and they were seen busy
exchanging Eid greetings.

The cultural affairs ministry and
the authoritdes concerned, how-
ever, were busy as two rare
terracotta artefacts were stolen
from Zia International Airport on
Fridayen route to France.

Although the insurance compa-
nies, semi-government offices,
autonomous bodies, multinational
companies and the offices of local
business complexes in Motijheel
commercial area resumed work
yesterday, the business hub of the
capital witnessed a rather dull work-
dayduetoabsence of staffin offices.

The city-dwellers thronged the
amusement parks and the zoo to
enjoy the holidays. With a thinner
flow of traffic since Saturday, they
seem happy to move around, as the
nagging traffic gridlock was absent.

CA calls

FROM PAGE 16

Health Adviser Maj Gen (retd) Dr
ASM Matiur Rahman, Army Chief
Gen Moeen, Bangladesh
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia SM
lkramul Haq and Secretary to the
chief adviser Kazi M Aminul Islam
were alsopresent.

Mainul admits

FROM PAGE 16

Wage Board award after it was
appraved by the chief adviser on
recommendation from a review
committee consisting of finance,
information and law secretaries, he
told reporters at his secretariat
office.

Commenting on the oblique
remarks made against him by the
leaders of journalists, employees and
workers' union following publica-
tionof the gazerte, Mainul said “They
attacked me personally. It was not
fair at all. I didn't expect such
remarks from thern.”

Indicating an editor-cum-union
leader, the adviser said it has to be
looked into whether the editor
implements the wage board award in
his newspaper. “I've heard that the
salary of 14 months remained
unpaid inhisnewspaper.”

Soundinghighlycriticalaboutthe
Wage Board, he said public money
amounting to Tk 10 million have
beenlostin the name ofWage Board.

Mainul wondered how many
newspapers had implemented 40
percent Dearness Allowance (DA) in
interimaward before the publication
ofthe newWage Board award.

“What s the utility of forming the
6th wage board for three or four

newspapers?” headded.

FROM PAGE 1

Bangladesh Secretariat in the
capital yesterday, some officials
said they were not aware of the
government requirement at the
time of joining the service. "No one
told me about it then,”" a mid-level
official of the establishment minis-
try said on condition ofanonymity.

"Although many declare their
wealth to the government at the
time of joining or later, a large
number however don't have their
wealth recorded with the govern-
ment," the establishment secretary
told The Daily Star.

Public servants whose gross
annual salaries are Tk L.5 lakh or
above are also required to file
income tax returns using a Tin
(taxpayer identification number)
and must have their wealth
recorded with the National Board
of Revenue.

"But a large number of govern-
ment servants whose gross annual
income is less than 1.5 lakh taka,
and who don'tdeclare their wealth
to the government in compliance
with the 1979 Conduct Rules, have
no record,” an additional secretary
to another ministry said, seeking
anonymity.

And that is the main reason for
many public servants to go
untraced even after amassing a
huge amountofwealthillegally, the
additional secretary said citing
examples of some metre readers of
government utility agencies
amassing wealth worth crores of
taka.

"If we succeed, we'll have a
database of wealth statements of
all who are in the civil service,” the
establishment secretary said add-
ing that the response so far is
'good'.

WHATTO DECLARE

Immovable properties of govern-
ment servants that need to be
declared are cultivable and
uncultivable lands, buildings,
dwelling places, and industries.

Movable properties thatneed to
be declared are jewellery, stocks,
insurance policies, shares, cash
and bank balances, motor vehicles,
and electronic goods such as com-
puters, televisions, air-coolers,
refrigerators, ovens, etc.

The government servants will
have to mention the dates of
acquiring the properties, nature,
position and volume of the proper-
ties, how and when those were
acquired, the source of money with
which they were purchased if

those are régistered.
HOWTO DECLARE
The cadres and class [ non-cadre

. applicable; and under whose name.

Public servants

employees will have to make the
declaration to the secretaries to
respective ministries.

Class Il gazetted and non-
gazetted employees, and class III
and class [V employees of different
ministries and departments and
other offices will have to submit
their statements to their appoint-
ing authorities.

Asked, whether those who are
working in different offices under
contractual appointments also
must declare their wealth, a high
official of the establishment minis-
try said, "We'll have to examine
that.”

Regarding whether those public
servants who have been in the
service for a long time without
declaring their wealth at the time of
joining, need to mention now the
amount of wealth they had back
then, he said, "Many might have
forgotten what they had at the time
of joining. We can accept their
present declaration as a basis, but
they'll need to update those from
nowon."

Aug 21 attack

FROM PAGE 1
submitted a petition before the
court forissuance of the order.

In his forwarding report, Kabir
said Tajuddin was the mastermind
and conspirator behind the gre-
nade attack on the rally and had
supplied the grenades used in the
attack.

He said he had taken several
initiatives to arrest Tajuddin but
they were unsuccessful. During the
investigation of the case, they came
to know that Tajuddin had left the
country to avoid arrest.

Earlier, Harkat-ul-[ihad (Fuji)
leader Mufti Mohammad Hannan
and five others of the banned outfit
made confessional statements that
they carried out the August 21
grenade attack with the intent to
kill now detained Awami League
PresidentSheikh FHasina.

Agroup of criminals had carried
out the attack that left 24 Awami
League leaders and workers dead
and atleast300 injured.

Following the attack, police
arrested 23 people from different
places on different dates and three
of them including Juj Miah had
given confessional statements to a
magistrate. They said the "seven-
star group” had carried out the
attackonthe rally.

All the arrestees, except the
three who had confessed to their
guilt, were granted bail later from
higher courts on different dates.

FROM PAGE 1

only when they would think the
time is ripe and doing so is needed
for the sake of national peace and
stability.

Talking to reporters at his minis-
try, Mainul said many qualified
people are there to lead the nation.
There must be a qualitative change
in politics.

But the language the politicians
still use suggests that hardly any
change has taken place, he noted.

"Let the politicians commit
themselves to not going back to the
situation preceding January L 1," he
said.

Coming down hard on politi-
cians, Mainul said people have
been struggling for democracy
since the British rule. But politi-
cians do little to help the cause.
Instead, they become rich over-
nightand thisis notright.

“lealousy and hatred willhave to
be shunned for implementing
objectives of the Liberation War
and building up the nation,” he
said.

The adviser said, "We want to
listen less abour election from
those who failed even to prepare an
acceptable voterroll.”

Everything would slip back to

Says Mainul

square one ifelection schedulesare
announced without considering
the nation's future. "We want
elections to be held in a peaceful
atmosphere,” headded.

Admitting that the caretaker
government could not solve all
problems, he said: “But at the same
time it is also true that general
people don't want to go back to
pre-1/11 days."

UNB adds: Asked about the
British high commissioner's
remarks that they had sought
clarification from the government
as to when it would withdraw the
state of emergency, he said what
foreigners want to know is not
important.

"If there is no peace and disci-
pline, it would be futile to dream of
aprosperous future.”

Referring tolifting of emergency
in Thailand, he said 121 ex-
lawmakers including former Thai
premier Thaksin Shinawatra were
not allowed to contest the election;
still there was no violence.

Recalling the political culture
during the Pakistan period, he said
there was no jealousy and hatred at
that time. Despite being a nation
speaking one language, politics
hereisdominated by conflicts.

FROM PAGE 1
He will be laid to rest at Banani
graveyard today.

Prior to this, Mahbub ul Alam's
body will be kept at the Central
Shaheed Minar from 1L:00am to
12:30pm, where people from all
walks of life will pay their :rilllte to
the poet. Later, his body will be
taken to Bangla Academy pre-
mises.

His namaj-e-janaza will be held
at Dhaka University Ja'ame
mosque after the Johr prayers.

Sammilita Sangskritik Jote,
Workers' Party of Bangladesh
(WPB), Bangladesh Chhatra Moitri
and other organisations condoled
thedeath of the greatsoul.

In a statement, WPB President
Rashed Khan Menon and General
Secretary Bimol Biswas said that
Mahbub ul Alam was not only a
language movement veteran or
litterateur, he was also a freedom
fighter and one of the front leaders
in the movement for trying the war
criminals.

Bangladesh has lost a great
patriot due to his death, they said
expressing sympathies for the
bereaved family.

He was one aof the pioneers of
| non-communal and democratic

Language Movement

culture inthe country.

Apart from the well-known
Ekushey poem, Mahbub ul Alam
also penned many poems, stories,
dramasand essays.

He was the editor of the presti-
gious monthly literature magazine
"Shimanta" from 1947 to 1952,

Mahbub ul Alam also took part
in the 'Quit India' movement as an
activistof studentcongressin 1942,

One of the leading figures in the
language movement, he was the
convenor of Sarbadolio
Rastrobhasha Sangram Parishad in
Chittagongin 1952,

He was awarded Bangla
Academy Fellowship in 1986.
Chittagong City Corporation (CCC)
honoured him with Ekushey Padak

‘andareception in 2001.

Mahbub ul Alam also received
3rd Swadhinata Boi Mela award in
2004, Chittagong Press Club hon-
orary award in 2000, Chittagong
Samity. honorary award in 2003,
Muktijuddho Jatiya Purashkar in
2005 and Language Movement
National Award in 2006,

In 2006, his birth ahniversary
wis celebrated nationally. He was
bornin November7, 1927 at Gohira
village of Raozan in Chittagong.

War criminals

FROM PAGE 1
Day celebrations at the presidential
palacecitingthe same reason.

"We had already said we would
boycott any state event where war
criminals are invited, regardless of
the occasion, be it Eid or Victory
Day," said former army chief Lt Gen
(retd) Harun-ar-Rashid, coordinator
of Sector Commanders Forum, a
group of Liberation War sector com-
manders.

Jamaat Secretary General Ali
Ahsan Md Mojahid, Assistant
Secretary General Md
Kamaruzzaman and leader ATM
Azharul Islam attended the function.

AL presidium member Suranjit
Scngulrta told The Daily Star the
central committee took the decision
toboycottthe reception.

"We expected that as a symbol of
national unity, our president would
notinvite them [war criminals| and it
is the people's desire as well,"
Suranjitsaid.

He added that they could not
attend a function where the "de-
feated enemies” werealsoinvited.

They also responded to the sector
commanders’ call to boycott the
function, hesaid.

Eid-ul-Azha

FROM PAGE 1

Khoka, judges of the Supreme
Court and people from all walks of
life offered Eid prayer at the
Eidgah Maidan.

Acting Khatib of Baitul
Mukarrram National Mosque
Mufti Moulana Nuruddin was the
imam of the Eid prayer at the
National Eidgah.

A special munajat was offered
seeking divine blessings for peace
and development of the country,
welfare of the people and greater
unity among the Muslim Ummabh.
After Eid prayers, President
Iajuddin exchanged Eid pleasant-
ries with the devotees.

The government announced a
three-day public holiday from
Thursday.

National dailies published
special supplements highlighting
the significance of the festival
while Bangladesh Television,
Bangladesh Betar and private TV
channels aired various

© programmes.

President lajuddin and his wife
Prof Anwara Begum hosted a
reception and exchanged Eid
greetings with distinguished
personalities and diplomats of
different countries at
Bangabhaban.

Speaker Barrister Jamiruddin
Sircar, Chiel Justice M Ruhul
Amin, advisors, Iftekhar Ahmed,
ChoWdhiiry, M Anwdrdl Tabal A
CS Karim, Chief of Navy Vice
Admiral Sawar Jahan Nizam, Chief
of Air Force Air Marshal Shah
Mohammad Ziaur Rahman and
Principal Staff Officer of the
Armed Forces Division Lt Gen
Masud Uddin Chowdhury, among
others, joined the reception.

Ambassadors and high com-
missioners of different countries,
judges of the Supreme Court,
secretaries, leaders of different
political parties, top civil and
military officials, vice chancellors
of universities, editors and senior
journalists and distinguished
persons were also present.

6 drown
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Abdul Mannan, 26, and Abu Bakar,
25. They all were construction
labourers hailed from Nilpharari
and Dinajpur.

At least 15 passengers were
rescued and sent to Bhangura
Upazila Health Complex. Seven of
them are receiving treatment at
different hospitals with serious
injuries.

Musharraf

FROM PAGE 16
helifted on December 15.

Critics charge the real reason for
the emergency was to give cover for
a purge of anti-Musharraf judges in
the judiciary who might have
considered legal challenges to his
October re-election as president.

Every election in Pakistan since
1985 has been marred by allega-
tions of massive voter fraud and
Sharif, ousted from power by
Musharraf eight years ago, said
next month's vote would be no
different.

"The government has plans to
rig the elections massively," he told
reporters at Lahore airport before
flying to his own campaign rally in
the southern city of Karachi. "It has
all the expertise to do s0."

Benazir and Sharif, who both
returned from exile ahead of the
elections, have each served two
terms as prime minister, and their
parties remain potent political
forces in Pakistan.

The United States again urged
Musharraf, whose government was
one of only three to recognise the
hardline Taliban as the legitimate
rulers of Afghanistan before the
September 11 attacks in 2001, to
move toward democracy.

"The key here is that these elec-
tions move Pakistan forward on the
demaocratic path,” US Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice told AFP in
Washington.

Militant commanders have
vowed to disrupt the election while
any victory by pro-Musharraf
parties could, as Benazir suggested
Sunday, spell more political tur-
moil ahead.

- The president has shrugged off
allegations the vote will be rigged
and promised it will be "absolutely
fairand transparent”.

2 Paris-bound statues

FROM PAGE 1 !
Khan, former director general of the
National Museum, said, "Those are

masterpieces and very valuable to our
culturalheritage and social history."

Different sources said it was
almost impaossible to make off with
the container box (wooden box num-
ber five) of the Vishnu statues weigh-
ingbikilogramswithoutacar.

Abdullah Al Hasan, general man-
ager of cargo terminal at the ZIA, told

e Dm‘If Star last night that vehicles
of Civil Aviation Authorities,
Bangladesh Biman, Air France,
Voyager Airlines, police and other

overnment agencies were working
duringthattime.

"All those vehicles had permission
tobethere,” headded.

Abdul Kuddus, senior conserva-
tion officer of Varendra Museum, first
noticed that one out of the 13 boxes
was missing in the cargo flight at
around 1:00pm, said sources at the
cultural ministry and law enforcers.

Kuddus was supposed to travel
with the artefacts as the government
courier.

At around 8:00pm, the empty box
of the Vishnu statues was found
floatinginaditchbeside the runway.

The law enforcers have so far
detained 11 people for quizzing in
connectionwith Lgch(:i.'it.

Earlier on Friday evening,
Homebound, the shipper agent hired
by the French government, carried
the 145 artefacts in 13 boxes from the
National Museum at Shahbagh to the
cargovillageatthe ZIA.

The customs authorities checked
those by opening the boxes one after
another as it was not possible to scan
those bigcrates handed over to the Air
France officials at around 2:00am
Saturday.

The cargo flight of Air France was
supposed to leave for Paris at 5:15am
but it could not arrive in Dhaka on
scheduledueto ans,

Shorty afterit landed at the ZIA at
11:20am, the staff of Voyager Airlines,
the company that conducts loading
and unloading for Air France, ha
begun theirwork. The airline crew had
asked them to finish the job within
one and a half hours as they would go
for the 12-hour rest that they usuuhy
take after working 12 hours at a
stretch.

The artefacts, however, were put
ontheaircraftby that time.

Meantime, Kuddus was told that
the plane would take off at 00:00
hours.

"Then he went to check whether
the relics were taken aboard properly
or not. There, he found one u? the
boxes missing,” said Ayub Quacdri
while talking to The Daily Star. The
otherboxeswerealready there.

“It all happened after our officials
had handed over the artefacts to the
Air France authorities,” said the
adviser.

Dr Swapan Kurnar Biswas, acting
keeper of tli-u Mational Museum, has

' fledwa general diafy with'the Airport:

Police Station.

Wimesses said divers were con-
ducting search at the waterbody
Wheret?\eemptyhnxw.--»!'nund.

Meanwhile, Air France Cargo in a
letter has notitied the ypeneral mane-
ager of cargo terminal and director at
theZIAofthedevelopments.

THE FRENCH EMBASSY
STATEMENT

The embassy release said although
the enquiries are ongoing, the possi-
bilityofa mere thefthy petty criminals
mﬂﬂthedhcﬂunte‘f

It said loose procedures geared
towards garment exports have led to

such valuable crates being left unat-
tended on the tarmac of the airport in
an area where neither the lending nor
the borrowing institutions have any
control. -

If the consignment had left on
time, and without the very profes-
sional attitude of the Bangladeshi
courier, the disappearance would
have been detected only in Paris, with
the corresponding accusations been
directed against the French Republic
by asmall butvocal group of persons.

The statement said France con-
demned such acts in the strongest
term, sayingthatthis mutually benefi-
cial exhibition is the result of a long
standing cooperation, it is routine,
transparent, approved all heartedly by
the government, endorsed by a very
large majority of the leading citizens
of this country and has been twice
cleared by the Supreme Courr.

“Itis time for the few opponents to
this event to recognise they are a tiny
minority and act accordingly. The
French Embassy will continue to
answer any questions regarding this
exhibition,” the releaseadded.
REACTIONS
Several art connoisseurs, who had all
along been protesting the govern-
ment maove to send 187 artefacts o
Guimet National Museum for Asian
Arts in France for an exhibiton, yes-
terday demanded immediate arrest of
those who were responsible for send-
ingthe artefacts.

They made the demand at a press
conference at the Gallery Chitrok in
response to the Vishnu statues'’ going
missing while under Air France's
custady.

The speakers said they had been
expressing concern thatonce the age-
old abjects leave the country some of
them might not be returned, and they
have been proved right even before
theartefacts had madeitto Paris.

Describing the entire process as
the biggest cultural disaster, they said
it is a matter of great sorrow that the
government did not pay heed to the
civil society members and distin-
guished academics, artists, archaeol-
ogists and artconnoisseurs before.

"Our suspicion has come true,"
said Prof Serajul Islam Choudhury.
"We still believe we are going to be
cheated ifwe send thoseartefacts,” he
added.

Dr Shamsuzzaman Khan, former
director general of Bangladesh
National Museum, said the Guimet
Museumn had cheated the govern-
mentof Turkey as it did not return the
original tiles collected from the grave
ofanOttoman emperor.

"As the government is sending the
artefacts, at least half-a-million visi-
tors of our museums would not get
the chancetosee them,” he said. "The
government should have conducted
the exhibition in the country rather
than sending the precious works ofart
to Paris," he added.

Architect Rabiul Hussain, archae-
ologjsts AKM Zakaria, Foyez Ahmped,
artist’ Nesar Hossain, and Kamal-
Ahmed Euree were present at the
press conference.

It is known that 187 pieces of
antiquitics including 128 life-size
stiatues, terracotta and copper
plaques, Prajna Paramita scriptures
and coins from Pala, Sen, Gupta and
Miurya dynasties, were selected for
the cmhitinn.

Earlier, the High Court issued a
two-month stay order on sending the
artefacts to Paris. But later, as the
Supreme Court vacated the stay, the
government started the shipment
procedure.

63 killed in Pak

FROM PAGE 1

The carnage raised the spectre of a
bloody run-up to controversial
national elections on January B, with
Musharraf -- a pivotal figure in the
US-led "war on terror” -- battling to
contain Taliban and al-Qaeda-linked
militants.

The president condemned the
"distorted thinking" of the militants
and ordered the security and intelli-
gence agencies to "track down the
masterminds behind this abhorrent
act,” the official Associated Press of
Pakistansaid.

"Fifty-four people were killed,"
district police chqu Feroz Shah told
AFP He said the attacker was believed
to have been carrying six to seven
kilograms (13 to 15 pounds) of explo-
sives.

The wounded were shifted to
hospitals in Charshadda, the town
where the attack occurred, and the
nearby provincial capital Peshawar.

It was the deadliest attack in
Pakistan since Octobér, when twin
suicide bombings killed 139 people at
a parade in honour of opposition
leader Benazir Bhutto.

Friday's blast ripped the limbs off
worshippers and spattered the
mosquewith blood and piecesof flesh.
Doors and windows of the mosque
weresmashed by the impact.

"l lost my two brothers,” said
Jehangir Khan, fighting back tears as
wails of mourning and the sounds of
sirens reverberated across the site, He
said he had helped retrieve six bodies
ofchildren.

Another witness, Jangrez Khan,
said the bomber detonated as the
prayer leader said "Allahu Akbar," or
Godis Greatest.

[twas notimmediately known how
the blast missed Sherpao, who as
interior minister had command of the
country's paramilitary forces and was
in effect the public face of the govern-
ment's fight against [slamic militanes,

"Naturally, Aftab Sherpao was the
target," his spokesman Salim Shah
told AFP Officials said one ol his sons
waswounded and taken to hospital,

Musharraf dissolved his cabinet in
November and appointed new minis-
ters under a caretaker government
ahead of the January elections for
parliament.

Until then, however, Sherpao was
the leading civilian in the government
campaign o clamp down on the
militant attacks that have threatened
to destabilise this nuclear-armed
tslamnic nation of 160 million people,

Sherpao was slightly wuur:tLeai in
an April suicide bombing, just after
deliveringaspeech atapublicrally.

More than 750 people have been
killed in militant attacks this year --
and more than half of those since [uly,

when the army raided a radical, pro-
Taliban mosque in the capital
Islamabad, killing 100 people.

UM Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon late Friday condemned "this act
of terrorism canied out at a house of
worship” and urged all political forces
in Pakistan "to unite against the
scourge of terrorism and to act
together to create a peaceful environ-
ment" ahead of next month's elec-
tions,

The latest suicide attack was the
fourth to hit Pakistan since just last
Friday, a day before Musharraflifted a
controversial state ofemergency.

Musharraf cited the threat of
Islamist violence when he imposed
emergency rule on November 3. Butin
a speech to the nation after he lifted
the emergency last Saturday, he said
the threat had beencontained.

"The wave of terrorism and mili-
tancy has been stopped under the
emergencyand rheregms beenconsid-
erable improvement in the overall
situation,” Musharrafsaid.

Thai polls

FROM PAGE 16

campaigned on promises to bring
back Thaksin's economic policies
and to allow the exiled leader to
returntoThailand.

Few analysts believe the election
will resolve deep divisions between
anti-Thaksin urban dwellers and
the rural masses, who remain loyal
to the deposed leader.

PPP draws most of its support
from farmers, the majority of
Thailand's 64 million population,
who remember Thaksin's efforts to
boost the rural economy during his
five-yearrule,

The Democrat Party is popular
among Bangkok's middle-class,
who last year spearheaded anti-
Thaksin protests that culminated in
thecoup.

The military has already tuken
steps to ensure its continued influ-
ence over the new government.

The generals tossed out
Thailand's 1997 constitution,
widely hailed as the most demo-
cratic the kingdom had ever known,
and passed an army-backed charter
inareferendum in August.

Critics warn the new charter will
encourage weak coalition govern-
ments while rerurning real author-
ity to the military, the bureaucracy
and the royal palace.,

All three institutions have played
key roles in most of Thailand's
turbulent political history, which
has seen 24 prime ministers and 18
coups in the past 75 years.



