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EC targets next
March to hold
polls in 4 city
corporations

UNB, Dhaka

The Election Commission (EC)
targets end of March 2008 to hold
elections to Rajshahi, Khulna,
Barisal and Sylhet city corpora-
tions.

With this end in view, the EC
plans to talk with the government
in January on the issue of creating
appropriate atmosphere for hold-
ingthelocal-body elections.

"The scrutiny and correction of
the voter list (of city corporations

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

18 Bahgladeshi
hajj pilgrims die

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

At least 18 Bangladeshi pilgrims
have died while performing hajj
- thisyear.

Bangladesh Hajj Mission in
Saudi Arabia said of the deceased,
12 died of heart failure, two due to
old age complications and one in
road accident.’

However, the Hajj office in
Dhaka could not confirm the rea-
son for death ofthree others.

"Of them, four went to perform
Hajj under government manage-
ment while the rest went there
under the management of private
agencies,”" Religious Affairs
Secretary Md Ataur Rahman told

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Matin wants
TIB to make
'constructive
criticism'

UNB , Patuakhali

Communications Adviser MA
Matin yesterday suggested that
Transparency Intermational
Bangladesh (TIB) should offer
constructive criticism rather than
only complaining.

He made the comment at a
view-exchange meeting on post-
cyclone situation in Patuakhali, a
day after the Bangladesh chapter of
the corruption watchdog came up
with alleganons of mishandling of
relief work in the Sidr-affected

' SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Cattle price dips for
lack of buyers

SHARIFUL ISLAM and
SHANEEN MOLLAH

Prices of cattle were found compar-
atively lower yesterday in cattle
markets in the capital as the supply
of sacrificial animals was much
higher thantheirdemand.

‘Although more prospective
buyers turned out yesterday after-
noon at 10 temporary cattle mar-
kets leased out by the Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC), sales did not
pickup as expected by the traders.

Later at night, sales were esca-
lating and the traders expected the
trend to gain momentum and
continue throughout today, the
day before the second largest
religious festival of Muslims.

The DCC temporary markets

were heavily crowded with sacrifi-
cial animals yesterday afternoon
andalarge numberofanimals were
seen stabled way outside the
approved area of the markets.
Many areas of the capital yester-

day experienced severe traffic

congestions as a huge number of
trucks loaded with sacrificial ani-
mals were seen parked or stranded
in the surrounding areas of the
markets. Unauthorised and hap-
hazard cattle markets set up at
various other locations in the city
also added fuel to the problem.
Animal traders yesterday
claimed that they were selling the
animals at lower prices compared
to the prices the animals were sold
last year. Almost half the people
commented on the animal prices

said the prices were higher this year
while the other half said the oppo-
site.

Many animal traders claimed
that even though they did not have
to make payments to extortionists
this year, the cost of transporting
the animals to the markets did not
get cheaper due to the rise in truck
rental fare. Oil price increase and
unavailability of trucks have led to
the truck rental hike, they added.

Kutubuddin, a cattle trader
from Roumari in Kurigram, said
this year he had to pay Tk 26,000 in
truck fare to get to Dhaka from
Kurigram, as opposed to Tk 16,000
last year.

Making trips to different cattle
markets yesterday, it was found

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

ASHFAQ WARES KHAN

It is hard to imagine celebrities
being emotional.- Let alone
global mega pop stars, But, when
Colombian singer and song-
writer Shakira sat in a Dhaka
hotel visibly shaken from her
visit to Sidr-hit areas, it is easy to
understand why she was chosen
as a Unicel goodwill ambassa-
dor.

Speaking to The Daily Star
after returning from the daylong
tour, Shakira Isabel Mebarak
Ripoll passionately recalled her
experience in the cyclone-hit
areas, often pausing to m&,h and
reflectbetween sentences.

"She sang to me a song of
grief. It was a beautiful song in
Bengali...It said, "Mother, wher-
ever you are, write to me'. I will
never forget her voice,! Shakira
recalled the moments she spent
with Nipa, an 11-year-old girlleft
orphan by Sidr, in Patuakhali.

But, like so much of what she
stands for, Shakira also found
hope. "Amid all this calamity,

Shakira grieves with
Sidr-hit children

Renowned singer Shakira comforts 11-year-old Sidr-orphan Nipa
hearing the child's ordeal during her Monday's visit to cyclone-hit areas

in Patuakhali,

sadness and grief, 1 saw kids
playing, singing and smiling in
this semi-destroyed school. It
was like an oasis...of relief," she
said, speaking about Child
Friendly Spaces, an institution
where children traumatised by

Y UNICEF

COURT

the deadly cyclone's devastation
spend their days playing and
learning.

"This made me think more '
than ever that the world should
focus on providing these safe

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

TK 3CR EXTORTION
Hasina's trial
resumes Dec 26

STAPFF CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday fixed
December 26 for resumption of
trial of detained former prime
minister and Awami League (AL)
chief Sheikh Hasina and two oth-
ers in the Tk 2.99 crore extortion
case. !

Judge M Azizul Haque of Dhaka
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court fixed the date on receipt of
the Supreme Court (SC) order
vacating the High Court's (HC) stay
onall proceedings of the case in the
judge's court,

The trial court on December 12

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

VIOLATING EPR |
Trial of another
caseagainst
DU teachers,
students begins

COURT CORRESPONDENT

The trial of the second case that
was filed against four Dhaka
University teachers and 15 stu-
dents for purportedly breaking the
emergency power rules began at a

Dhaka court yesterday.
Metropolitan Magistrate
Habibur Rahman Siddiqui
recorded the statement of the
complainant, Sub-Inspector
Rezaul Karim, who in his account
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Eid holidays of
DCC cleaning
staffs cancelled

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) has
cancelled Eid holidays of the con-
servancy and other departients
concerned to carry out cleanliness
drive during the religious festival,

It has also deployed about 5,000
sweepers, cleaners, labourers and
other workers to remove garbage of
the sacrificial animals and clean
the cattle markets.

The DCC has allocated about Tk
7.74 lakh in this regard, sources
added.

To carry out the cleaning and
sweeping smoothly, the DCC

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

L7

Bricklayers using age-old blocks dug out from an archaeological site in Chhoto Tengra in Bogra Sadar upazila yes-
terday. Several houses have allegedly been built with the bricks sold locally at Tk 50 per thousand.

Pak train crash
kills at least 56

AFP, Karachi, BRC online

A Pakistan train packed with holi-
day travellers slipped off the rails
overnight and crashed, killing at
least 56 people and leaving more
than 100 injured, officials said
yesterday.

. Pakistan Railways ruled out
sabotage and said a piece of track
appeared to have broken in the
extreme cold, sending the 17-
carriage train hurtling over an
embankment outside Mehrabpur,
Several carriages were crushed or
tornto shreds.

"We hope there are no bodies
left inside,"” said Brgadier Mazhar
Jamil, who led the army rescue
team that worked through the
night and moming, treating the
wounded and picking through the
wreckage forthe dead.

"We cut the coaches open and
looked in everynockand comer,” he
said. "Therescue operationis over."

The Karachi Express was en
route to Lahore, filled with hun-
dreds of people getting ready (o
celebrate the Muslim holiday of Eid
ul-Azha, when the train derailed
outside Mehrabpur, 200 kilometres

(125 miles) northeast of Karachi.

The carriages then slid down an

embankment four metres high.
Some simply tipped over but others
wereripped open.

The operations manager of the
state-run rail company, Asad
Saeed, told AFP that 45 bodies had
been counted and that more than
100 people had been injured. An
incomplete military toll said there
were atleast 38 dead.

Jamil, the brigadier, said count-
less lives were saved by local resi-
dents who fought off the cold and
hauled the wounded away in the
darkness before rescue teams
arrived, taking them to hospital on
rickshaws, scooters and donkey
carts.

For many survivors, there was
tragicnews.

Rescue teams found a badly
injured four-year-old girl, weeping
in pain amid the debris. Her par-
ents were missing and presumed
dead, said Abdul Hameed of the
Edhi Welfare Trust, a major
national aid group.

"We have tried to find her rela-
tives," Hameed told AFP "But

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

RMG workers
vandalise factory
forsalary, bonus

A CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Garment workers in Gazipur's
Degerchala area yesterday went on
the rampage for salary, Eid bonus,
overtime bill and allegations of
underpayment.

About 600 workers of AMC
Sweaters turned violent when they
discovered yesterday morming that
the authorities had locked the
factory and left the place without
paying their salary and other dues.

They vandalised several floors
ofthe seven-storey building,

Police dispersed the rowdy
employees as the demonstration
spilled onto the Dhaka-
Mymensingh Highwayin the noon.

Employees at Trendy Sweaters
became wviolent at the time of.
receiving half-monthly salary for
December when they alleged that
the authorities were underpaying
them. Workers of La Belle Appam]s
soon followed suit.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Correction

In our report headlined "1,500
years old antics found in Bogra"
published yesterday, the word
"antique” was mistakenly spelt
"antic", We regret the oversight.

PHOTO: §TAR

Royal Bengal Tiger beaten to death after the fierce animal pounced on villagers injuring several in Dakop upazila in

Khulna on Tuesday.

Khulna mayor
charged with
extortion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khiulna

The charge sheet of an extortion
case against Khulna City
Corporation (KCC) mayor Sheikh
Tayebur Rahman and seven others
was submitted te the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's (CMM)

Courthereyesterday.
The other accused are KCC
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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JMB MEN'S JAILBREAK BID

Comil

a prlson high-ups

ignored warnings

KAILASH SARKAR

Repeated violation of Jail
Directorate's orders and ignoring
of its warnings led to the prison-
breaking attempt at Comilla Jail by
five members of Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) on
November 25.

Sources in the committee
tasked with investigating the inci-
dent said they found negligence
and even involvement of Comilla”
Jail officials in the incident.

But these high officials have still
remained untouched while puni-
tive measures have been taken
against five security guards of the
jail, they said.

Five JMB members, including
the son of exccuted JMB chief

Shaekh Abdur Rahman, unlocked
their cells and attempted to escape
from ComillaJail on Novernber 25.

According to sources, the Jail
Directorate had issued warning
letters on August 22 and on March
25 this year to the authorities of all
central and district jails, asking
them to take cautionary measures
totighten security at their jails.

In the August 22 letter,
Additional Inspector General (1G-

- Prisons) Colonel Md Ashraful Islam

Khan made it mandatory to
strengthenjail security.

Referring to the deterioration of
overall law and order in the coun-
try, he gave a total of 11 directives
for immediate implementation.
Those include deployment of

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Citycell One

It's Simple.

"'Pleqs_t_: see page 7 for detalls

Micheal Blunk
Customs Officer

* Charge and conditions apply

What's this?!

People send so many kinds of
things to friends and family
abroad. Why go through all this
trouble, when you can simply
send a song as a Music Gift, your
own recording as a Voice Gift, or
both together from your Citycell
One number?

Now send gifts from Gift Shop to
not only within Bangladesh, but
to 55 countries worldwide across
Asia, Europe, America, Australia
and Africa. On Eid, Christmas,
New Year's, or on any special
occasion
reason at
emotions and feelings to your
loved ones near or far.

Just dial 438 (*GFT) to select
the gift of your choice and send

your true feelings in your own
special way.

- and even for no
all - send your

Helpline; 121 (from any Citycell phone), 01198 121 121 (from any phone) Iwahsite' mmcﬂycel! com | e-mail: customerservice@sitycell.com
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