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FASHION WITHOUT
FRONTIERS

Dia Asiana
launched

STAFF CORRESPPONDENT

Dia Asiana, a magazihe for the
Asian women, was formally
launched at a gala evening in the
city yesterday to boost the growing
fashion trends inthe country.

The high-end magazine, a joint
venture between Dia House of
Fashion Ltd and 1 and 1 Media Ltd
(UK), will soon appearon the news-
stands.

Dia Asiana is the Bangladesh
edition of 'Asiana’ and 'Asiana
Wedding' magazines, which have
been enjoving a healthy popular.
ity in the UK owing to the bold
statement it makes for women of
todayv.

The magazine will cover issues
like lifestyle, interiors, textile
news, Asian haute cuisine, prod-
ucts and other handy tips for the
readers.

After the launch, the magazine
organised an extravagant fashion
cvent styled as 'Fashion without
Frontiers' an international
standard fashion show -- coupled
with equally apt musical perfor-
mances.

Foreign Adviser Iftekhar A
Chowdhury inaugurated the fash-
ion show at the Plenary Hall of
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre and the partici-
pants were well-established local
and global brand names and
designers: Desigo by Roxana
Salam, Wearable Art by Kuhu, By
Deshi by Tootli Rahman, Banglar
Mela by Emdadul Haque, Sozpodor
by Symon and Tenzing, Tanjim at
Ecstasy by Tanjim and Tangail
Sharir Kutir by Monira Emdad.

At the gala event, Monira
Emdad of Tangail Sharir Kutir, who
has supported and promoted the
weaving community, was hon-
oured with 'Lifetime Achievemnent
Award' by the Bangladesh Design
Council.

Textiles Adviser Geeteara Safiya
Choudhuty gave away the award to
Monira.

To take the event to next level,
there were musical performance
by Habib, and the MC for the
evening was Laila, who also
entertained the guests with some
English hits.

New Jarwa House, Media 8
Events, GMG Airlines, Riz Events,
Radio Foorti, Scepter, Acer and

-Neptune wan. the {&ar«tner%ﬂf the.
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Models sashay down the catwalk at a fashion show slyled as 'Fashion without Frontiers’ at Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference Centreinthe city yesterday

2 deals signed to install
solar home systems

UNB, Dhaka

TheWorld Bankyesterday signed two
deals with Grameen Shakti and
IDCOLforinstallation of Solar Home
Systems in Bangladesh with the
objective of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions through the use of clean
energy.

World Bank signed the two 'Emis-
sion Reductions Purchase
Agreements’ as trustee for the
Community Development Carbon
Fund (CDCF), says aWoeld Bank says
apressrelease.

Under these agreements
Grameen Shakti and IDCOL can
claim benefits for carbon emission
reduction for about 970,000 and
227,000 solar-home systems
installed in Bangladeshrespectively.

Worid Bank Country Dlrecmr for
Bangladesh. Juan Zhu - signed. the.
Tildals with TDipal Chand Bada,

Managing Director of Grameen
Shakti, and M Ehsanul Haque, Chief
Executive Officerof [DCOL.

“The objective of these two Clean
Development Mechanism (CDM)
projects is to contribute to sustain-
able development through the
provision of renewable solar electric-
ity to households not connected (o
the electricity grid and thereby
reduce the greenhouse gas emis-
sions by displacing kerosene and
diesel use for lighting and off-grid
electricity generation,” said the
release,

The key components of the solar-
home systems (SHS) include photo-
voltaic panels, fluorescent tubes,
batteries, installation kits and con-
nectons.

‘These projects will contribute to
the sustainable development of

Bangladesh with a particular
emphasis an thesryral population, |
cwhichisgenerallypoorern, (o

The CDM revenue will further
accelerate the spread of SHS through
assisting Grameen Shaktiand 1DCOL
to cover the risks involved in provid-
ingmicro-financeto the end-users.

Less than 40% of households are
electrified in Bangladesh. This is one
of the lowest electrification rates in
the world. This programme will,
therefore, help government efforts to
provide electricity to all houscholds
and topromote sustainable develop-
ment. The photovoltaic technologyis
clean and safe and redunces the emis-
sionofgreenhouse gases, itis stared.

The World Bank country chief
said Bangladesh is on the list of the
major vulnerable countries being
affected by climate change caused by
global warming.

“Allconcerned will have to remain
alert in taking necessary measures 1o
withstand the' catastrophe,™ Xian
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Qatar labour
minister due
on Jan 6

UNB, Dhaka

Labour Minister of Qatar Dr Sultan
Bin Hasan Al Dhabit Al Dosari will
arrive in Dhaka on January 6 to dis-
cussimportof more manpower from
Bangladesh.

Foreign Adviser 1ftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury told journalists this
yesterday. He said Qatar is one of the
countries where Bangladeshi expa-
triates have employment opportu-
nity.

During his two-dayvisit Dr Sultan
will explore increase of manpower
import from Bangladesh. His visit
will also contribute to enhancement
of political and economic ties
between the two brotherly countries,
said theadviser,

He said the government pursued
a policy of seeking new markets for
export of manpower and
endeavouring to expand the existing

ones. Qatar TnisLer’s, visit, ]‘b in
.congruous to the rmhcy r}f
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Nafees wins
Academy of
Motion Picture
award

Nafees Bin Zafar, a Bangladeshi
software engincer, has been
awarded the 'Scientific and
Engineering Award' by the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Science,
saysapressrelease.

The Academy Board of Directors
has voted 1o confer the award on
Nafees, Doug Roble and Ryo

" Sakaguchi of Digital Domain for

the development of the fluid simu-
lation system.

The feature film work of Nafees
includes screen credits on 'Stealth’,
"Flags of Our Fathers', and 'Pirates of
the Caribbean: AtWorld'sEnd'. He is
a software engineering graduate
from the College of Charleston with
many professional credentials and
recognitioninhis areaof expertise.

The award will be handed over to
the winners at the Scientific and
Technical Awards Dinner and
Ceremony during the Oscar Season
at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel in
Beverly Hills, California, on
February 9, 2008.

Nafees is the son of Lt Col (Retd)
Zafar Bin Bashar, a partner at
Marcum & Kliegman, and Nafeesa
Zafar who reside in Long Island,
NewYork. He is the nephew of Syed
Mainul Hossain, architect of the
National Memorial and a recipient
of Ekushey Padak, and grand-
nephewofartist Mostafa Monowar.

Liberation War
Museum closed
till Dec 24

Liberation War Museum will
remain closed from today to
December 24 on the occasion of
the Eid-ul-Azha, says a press
telease.

The ‘midsedm will
“Ddrdmbet 25 &

apon. on
fier the Tidhelidays. |

held in Rali,

Dhaka now prepares for
post-Bali roadmap

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The country is now preparing for a
post-Bali roadmap after playing an
important role in international
negotiations at the UN climate
conference in Bali, Environment
Adviser CS Karim said yesterday.

Bangladesh was one of the major
negotiators in crafting adaptation
fund board that led the country to be
elected an alternative memberofthis
board, he said.

"TheAdaptation Boardisnomore
floating in the air. I's now a reality,”
the adviser said at a press conference
on the Bali UN climate conference
Indonesia, from
December2to 14,

Besides, Bangladesh played avery
important role in Friends of Chair

group to negotiate at the ministry
level meeting, headded.

Environment Secretary AHM
Rezaul Kabir, Director General of
Department of Environment Dr
Khandkar Rashedul Hag, environ-
ment ministry Joint Secretary
Mohammed Qamar Munir and DoE
Director Mohammad Reazuddin were
alsopresentatthepressconference.

Adviser CS5 Karim said the
Bangladesh delegation led the nega-
tiens at Bali conference quite effec-
tively. The role of the delegation was
highly appreciated by the delega-
tions of other developing countries,
headded.

He also said that Bangladesh will
host International Adaptation
Research Centre to face climate
disasters.

NOTTINGHAM?
TRENT UNIVERSITY

The only delegated NOTTINGHAM

TRENT UNIVERSITY centre in RMG Sectorin
Bangladesh with credit Transfer facility

H-11,R-6, Baridhara, Dhaka-1212
Ph:BES7T63, 9867419, 9599074, 01617044027
infa@pearlinstitute.com

www.pearlinstitute,com  www,pearlacademy.com

With Eid-ul-
Azhaonly a
day away,
buyers thrang
¢ a cattle
market at
Naya Bazar
near
Buriganga
bridge in the
city yesterday
2| to buy sacrifi-
{ cial animals.
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