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Pakistan fast bowler- Mohammad Sam
bowied the longest over in inlemational
cricselin his third over of the Asia Cup maleh
against Bangladesh in Colomboin 2004. The
sequence of the over was: wd-4-2-nb-wd-
nbi-0-wd-wd-0-wd-nb-wd-wd-nb-04,

Harbhajan Singh

(India off-spinner)

"If they play Hoggy, I will wish him
all the best because (although) |
have nothing against him, but 1
would be happy to see him bowl at
ourbatsmen.”

When asked of his opinion on
Australia spinner Brad Hogg's
appearance in the upcoming
Boxing DayTestin Melbourne.

ESPN

Sportscenter jndia
Sports News
Live at 8:30pm
TEN Sports
Sri Lanka v England
Third Tes!, Day Two
Live from 10:30am

Bayliss shocked
with pitch

CRICINFO, undated

Sri Lanka's coach, Trevor Bayliss,
has expressed surprise at the way
the Galle wicket played, after his
team scored 147 for 4 on a rain-
delayed opening day which was
curtailedto 55 overs,

"We would have bowled first as l

well. What we were surprised about is
[that] the wicket probably didn't do as
much asboth teams thought it might.
It certainly swung around as we
thought it would due to the humidity
this moming, but it has flattened out
fairly quickly," Baylisssaid.

"It hasn't got a lot of pace in it.
The wicket is not too dissimilar to
the first thatwe played on. Tt's alittle
bit hard to drive on. It's a wicket
[where] you've got to work hard to
scoreyourruns,”

Sri Lanka lost Kumar Sangakkara
on the second over after tea and 36
minutes later, Chamara Silva edged
a mising delivery to slip, both off
Steve Harmison, before the players
came off for bad light. "If we hadn't
lost the last one we could have had
ournosein front,” Bayliss said.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 8

Jamie excited
by Glamorgan

BBC ONLINE, undated

‘New Glamorgan recruit Jamie
Dalrymple says he agreed to join
them because he believes there are
exciting times ahead for the Welsh
county.

The England all-rounder, 26,
hasagreed a three-year deal to play
under new Glamorgan manager
Matthew Maynard at soon-to-be
Testvenue Sophia Gardens.

"l came down to visit and
quickly got a positive feeling,”
Dalrymplesaid.

"I saw the new ground, which is
nearly all there already, and Matt's
a guy who makes things happen,
getsthingsdone.”

Dalrymple, an off-spinner and
lower middle-order batsman, has
played in 27 one-day internation-
als including the Commonwealth
Bank Series triumph in Australia

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5

Rajshahi one-day kings

SPORTS REPORTER

Rajshahi
regained the
one-day title
of the 9th Na-
tional Cricket
League comfortably with two
games in hand when they ook
sweet revenge of their four-day
defeat to Chittagong with a 70-run
victory at the Rajshahi Divisional
Stadiumyesterday.

With the seventh win in eight
matches, Rajshahi took an unas-
sailable lead in the table with 14
points, six ahead of second placed
Khulna, Barisal and outgoing
champions Dhaka.

A scintillating 95 from opener
Shakil Haider on his national league
limited-overs debut, laid the foun-
dation before pacer Delwar Hossain
came up with a five-wicket brash 1o
seript the hosts' win,

Out-of-favour Alok Kapali was
hero in Khulna with his all-round
performance as Sylhet handed an
H6-run defeat on the home side
while another national-diseard
Shahriar Nafees guided Barisal to
an emphatic eight-wicket victory
against Dhaka to console a humili-
ating defeat in the four-day game.

RAJSHAHI-CHITTAGONG

Pointing out the performance of
Shakil and Delwar in the eighth
round, Rajshahi skipper Khaled
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Mashud said that the determination
ofhis players was the key behind the
successinthetournament. .

"The way Shakil played his
innings in his first game was out-
standing while Delwar simply
improved day by day to become a
very good one-day bowler. 1 think
Rajshahi players have shown great
commitment to take the opportu-
nities in both hands,” said an
excited Mashud.

"It's nice we retained the one-
day title but we are looking forward
to regain the four-day title also. We
will definitely come back in the
next round,” added the former
national skipper.

In the day's match, Rajshahi
rode on Shakil's 103-ball 95 that
contained ten fours and two sixes
to score 242 in 47.2 overs after
deciding to bat first.

Anisur Rahman was sccond
highest scorer with 31 off 42 balls
with the help of two boundaries.

It was then Delwar's turn to take
charge and demolish the

Total
14

Team M
Rajshahi 8
Khulna 8
Dhaka 8
Barisal 8

8
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Syihet
Chiftagong

(= 0 S
coocooo—
<= Oy CD D D

Chittagong top order. The visitors
finally reached 172 because of a 72-
run last wickel stand between Faisal
Hossainand Mahmuduzzaman,
Faisal shone in the lost battle
during a run-a-ball 91 that featured
seven fours and four sixes. Delwar
claimed five for 34 runs whilehis new
ball partner Shafag AlJabir took 2-21.

SYLHET-KHULNA

Alok Kapali carried his form into the
one-day game by making 73 off 93
balls including nine boundaries
while Golam Mabud contributed 65
off 90 balls with three fours as Sylhet
piled up 278 for eight after deciding
tobat first at the Birshreshtha Matiur
Rahman Stadium.

In reply to a challenging target,
Khulna made a bold start but lost
their way once the 73-run opening
stand between Nazmus Sadat and
Imrul Kayes came to an end. They
were eventually bowled out for 192,

After the dismissal of Kayes for
22, Sadat blazed with 63 that came
from 78 deliveries including a
dozen fours but his departure put
anendto the home chase.

Kapali was also the most suc-
cessful bowler with 3-45 to win the
man-ol-the-match award.

DHAKA-BARISAL

A 115-tun opening partnership

between Nafees and Nasiruddin

Faruque helped Barisal to overtake
SEE PAGE 1B COL 5

FHOTO: TIGERCRICKET.COM

SATISFIED? Rajshahi players celebrate their National Cricket League one-day triumph after their 70-run win over Chittagong at the Rajshahi Divisional
Stadium yesterday gave them an unassailable lead in the points table,

Opportunity wasted

Cricket
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TIGERCRICKET.COM, Hamilton

Bangladeshi bowlers gave a much
improved performance and the
team moved about with more
confidence and energy in the field
to restrict the State Northern
Knights to 173 for seven in a rain-
hit second warm-up match at
Seddon Park yesterday before
another spell of showers put a stop
totheTigers' planto bat.

The target for the Tigers was 201
in 41 overs under the Duckworth-
Lewis system and on a pitch play-
ing nicely the tourists would have
fancied getting there. But rain
lashed Seddon Park just when the
Bangladesh openers were prepar-
ingtocome out,

After 22 minutes the umpires
concluded that the ground will not
be in a condition to resume the
match.

The sky was overcast from the
morning but Northern Knights'
skipper James Marshall preferred
to bat on winning the toss on the
same pitch that had been used in
Sunday's first warm-up that the
home team had won by seven
wickets.

Bangladesh had rested Mashrafe
Bin Mortaza while Syed Rasel was
outinjured.

Nevertheless Nazmul Hossain
and Shabadat Hossain were on
song from the start. Nazmul, play-
ing his first game in New Zealand,
found the perfect length and trou-
bled the batsmen with movement
off the seam, He struck first when
Nick Horsley (18) hit a scorching
uppish drive and Mehrab Hossain
(Jr) came up with a stunning catch
at mid-on, Mehrab flung to his
right with both hands and then
with theballpoppingoutheldonto
itwith the right hand.

Nazmul then removed number

three Daniel Flynn (5) who cut
straight to Aftab Ahmed at point.

Abdur Razzak had experi-
mented with flight and length in
the first match to find out the right
areas to bowl and decided that he
would stick 1o his natural style in
this game.

With the wicket becoming
skiddy due to mild drizzle he found

immediate results. The second
delivery from Razzak hurried on to
opener Bradley Watling's (30) pads
and umpire Billy Bowden upheld
the appeal for Ibw as the local side
were reduced to 68-3. Razzak was
impossible to get away and con-
ceded just seven from his first spell
of 5overs.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 4
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Bangladesh paceman Nazmul Hossain (C) celebrates one of his two wickets
with wicketkeeper Mushfiqur Rahim during their second warm-up game
against Northern Districts at Seddon Park in Hamilton on Tuesday.

Hogg, Tait drafted in

i Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

Brad Hogg will face another last-
minute battle to resume his Test
career after he was named in a 12-
man squad alongside Shaun Tait
for the first match against India.
Hogg lost a bowl-off to Stuart
MacGill for the opening game of
the Sri Lanka series, but he is now
in a different fight as the selectors
decide whether to field an all-pace
attack at the MCG on BoxingDay or
includehis left-arm spin.

Steve Waugh has pushed for
Hogg's inclusion and Harbhajan
Singhwouldlove himto play, believ-
ing he is significantly inferior to
MacGill or Shane Wame. "Brad
deserves the opportunity to once
again represent Australia in Test
cricket,” Andrew Hilditeh, the
chairman of selectors, said.

Hogg, who has notappearedin a
Test since 2003, has been an out-
standing performer in Australia’s
one-day sides, but he has struggled
in first-class fixtures since taking
cight wickets against Victoria,
adding another five victims in three
games. With MacGill out following

wrist surgery for at least two
matches, and probably the entire
series, Hogg has an opportunity to
playastuing of games.

However, containing India's
batsmen during 25 overs a day is a
much harder task for Hogg than
attacking them during a one-day
international when they are
obliged to hit out. India's plans
could involve going after Hopgg or
sitting on him - and his hard-to-
pick wrong'un - while waiting for a
loose delivery. The threats are
much easier than the dangers
provided by Tait.

India have come from a series on
their low-bouncing pitches and they
have only three days to acelimatise
duringamatch againstVictoria at the
Junction Oval. Tait's pace has been
fierce against New Zealand over the
past week and Australia will wait to
analyse the drop-in surface at the
MCG before making acall. Originally
in the opening squad for Sri Lanka,
Tait pulled out with injury and is
looking to play his first Test since
2005 after regaining his spot from
BenHilfenhaus.

Australia already have three
bowlers who complement each
other, with Brett Lee providing the
pace, Stuart Clark the consistent
steep bounce and Mitchell Johnson

the left-arm variety. If four fast men
were employed Michael Clarke and
Andrew Symonds could break
things up with their part-time spin,
but it is a risky option against play-
ers who mastered MacGill and
ShaneWamnein previousseries.

SQUAD

Matthew Hawden, Phil Jagues,
Ricky Ponting (capt), Michael
Hussey, Michael Clarke, Andrew
Symonds, Adam Gilchrist (wk),
Brad Hogg, Brett Lee, Stuart Clark,
Mitchell Johnson, Shaun Tait.

Kumble cool
on speed

CRICINFO, undated

Anil Kumble believes India can
handle a four-man pace attack il
Australia choose to overlook spin in
the Boxing Day Test at the MCG.
The prospect of the raw speed of
Shaun Tait backing up the existing
trio of Brett Lee, Stuart Clark and
Mitchell Johnson might be less
attractive to India than Brad Hogg

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2

Leonine going
great guns

SPORTS REPORTER

Leonine Chess Club maintained
their winning run in the Duich-
Bangla Bank First Division Chess
League 1o stay atop the table after
yesterday's sweeping 4-0 victory
againsti2 Soft Solution.

The leaders increased their tally
to 32 points after nine rounds while
holders Bangladesh Biman moved
to second place with 29.5 points.

Chittagong Mohammedan
Sporting Club followed on 28
points.

Leonine's Indian duo GM
Neelotpal Das and IM Sriram Jha
and local players GM Niaz
Murshed and FM Khondokar
Aminul Islam won their boards
against Nahid Parvej, Obaidul
Islam Shahin, Amirul Islam

Chowdhury and Shahjahan Kabir
ofi2zrespectively.

In other ninth round matches at
the federation hall room, Biman
blanked Toyota Motors 4-0,
Chittagong Mohammedan drew
with Pritam Prijam, Destiny 2000
beat Farashganj 2.5-1.5, Dhaka
University drubbed Friends 4-0
and Sultana Kamal Smite
Pathagharbeat Faith 2.5-1.5.

PCB opposes
county for
players

P1, Karachi

The Pakistan cricket Board has
madcitclear itwould not give afree
hand to players to sign county
coniractsin the near future,

A senior board official said that
tecently the board had not permitted
pacer Rao Ifiikhar to accept a contract
offered by Gloucestershire for 2008,

"We know some of our players
are in demand in English cricket.
Although we have not finalized any
policy as yet but we are clear that
first and foremost national duty and
requirements will take precedence
over everything else,” Shafqat
Naghmi, chief operating officer of
the board told PTTTuesday.

Naghmi said when players
approached the board for pemnis-
sion to play county cricket, the PCB
said if it gives permission only after
seeking gpuarantees that the playeris
notoverburdened withworkload.

"But personally we will not
encourage countysignings,” hesaid.

Pakistani players Danish Kaneria
already has a two-year contract with
Essex while Mohammad Asif and
Umar Gul have also been made
fresh offers. Yasir Arafat is another
bowler who has played regularly for
Scotland and Kentin recent years,

Sources in the board said the
issue would be discussed at the next
governing body meeting in January,
asthe fecling was the players gained
nothing professionally by playingin
England where the standard of
countycricketwas nothigh.

Naghmi said onereason why the
board was improving the financial
incentives for players in the
domestic matches was to discour-
age its players from signing long-

termleague and county contracts.

Steve strikes hurt SL

Cricket

AFP, Galle

Steve Harmison grabbed three
wickets as England took the open-
ing day's honours in the third and
final cricket Test against Sri Lanka
here onTuesday.

England, secking a series-
levelling win, put Sri Lanka in to bat
on a moisture-laden wicket and
reduced them to 147-4 in a short-
ened day's cricket at the Galle
International Stadium,

Just 55 of the stipulated 90 overs
were sent down in the first big
game at the refurbished stadium,
which was destroyed by the Asian
tsunamiin December 2004.

The match, watched by some
7,000 local and England support-
ers, started two hours late at 12
noon (0630 GMT) due to a wet
outfield caused by overnight rain.

§ri Lankan captain Mahela

Jayawardene hit an unbeaten half-
century to keep the hosts afloat as
Harmison dealt hecavy blows,
including two valuable wickets in
the final session.

Jayawardene followed his 195 in
the drawn second Test in Colombo
with a classy 51 not out that was
studded with six boundaries,

Left-handed Kumar Sangakkara
(46) put on 88 for the third wicket
with his captain_after Sri Lanka
were reduced to 44-2 within the
first 15 overs.

Sangakkarawas lucky to get that
fa1, having survived a loud appeal
for a catch at the wicket off
Matthew Hogpard before lunch
whenhewason21.

Television teplays revealed a
thin edge off the bat which
Australian umpire Daryl Harper
didnotnotice.

Sangakkara, however, fell in the
seccond over after tea when he
hooked Harmison to deep squarce-
leg where Monty Panesar took a

well-judged catch.

Harmison then forced new
batsman Chamara Silva to edge a
catch 1o Tan Bell at first slip as Sri
Lanka slipped from 132-2 1o 138-4
inthe final session.

Tillekeratne Dilshan, making a
comeback afterbeing dropped for the
recent Australian tour, was unbeaten
on seven when the umpires called off
playdue to badlight.

A hcavy downpour hit the-,
rround soon after the players came
off, raising fears of another delayed
starton the second day,

England captain Michael
Vaughan's aggressive decision to
give Sri Lanka first strike paid off as
the tourists removed openers
Michael Vandort and Upul
Tharanga quickly.

Left-arm seamer Ryan
Sidebottom was lucky to claim

Vandort leg-before for 18 in the
11th over as replays ofumpire Asad
Raufl's decision showed the ball

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2

India land with hi

i Cricket

A¥P, Melbourne

India's cricket tcam arrived in
Australia on Tuesday full of high
expectations for a tour which is
likely to be the last trip Down
Under for veterans such as Sachin
Tendulkar and Rahul Dravid,

The Indian squad touched
down in Melbourne, where the first
game of the four Test series will
begin on December 26, full of
confidence after recently defeating
arch-rival Pakistan 1-0 in a three-
Test contest.

Captain Anil Kumble said win-
ning a scries against Australia at
home, something India has not
achicved in almost 60 years, was
the number one prize in world
cricket.

"It means a lot. We came pretty

close to doing that the last time we
came here (in 2003-04)," he told
reporters.

"Leading up to the (final)
Sydney Test match it was 1-1 and
we did extremely well in the last
Test series (to draw), soit's going to
beverycrucial for aliof us.”

Kumble said conquering
Australia at home would be a
thrill for himself and fellow veter-
ans Tendulkar, Dravid, Sourav
Ganguly and Venkatsai Laxman
who are unlikely to tour Down
Under again.

"Most of the senior cricketers
are here on their last tour of
Australia, so it's very important we
go back victorious," 37-year-old
legspinner Kumble said. "It means
alotto all of us in the team and also
itmeansalotto Indian cricket.

"Not many teams have come
here and gone home victorious, so
it's a great opportunity for all of us

h hopes

and we look forward 1o that," he
added.

If India pull off a series victory,
they will be the first team to do so
since the West Indies triumphed in
1991-1992 and they will upset
Australia’s record of not losing a
Testsince August 2005.

Theywillalso be battling against
their past playing experience in
Australia, where they have won just |
fourof 32Tests.

Tendulkar, who at 34 first played
here as a teenager, said he was
looking forward to what is likely to
be his last chance to score runs in
front of Australian crowds.

“I think it will be my last tour, I |
don't knowwhat's in store but I am
just going to come and enjoy my
cricket,” he said. "Australia has
been a fantastic place, we've come
herein good shape and are looking
forward to this tour.” h

SEE PAGE 18 COL 4

PHOTO: AFP
HOW WAS THE FLIGHT? India superstar Sachin Tendulkar (C) speaks to the media upon arrival at the Melbourne
airport on Tuesday. India will play four Tests and a tri-nation one-day series down under.



