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9 out of 13 accused
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freedom fighter Mozaffar Ahmed
Khan.

Mozaffar is complainant of the
much ralked about case filed on
Monday against Jamaat leaders.
According to him, 13 people includ-
ing Jamaat Ameer Nizami, Secretary
General Mojahid, Senior Assistant
Secretary General Muhammad
Kamaruzzaman and Assistant
Secretary General Abdul Quader
Molla were invalved in wholesale
killings of freedom fighters and locals
of Keraniganjon November 25, 1971,

Of the accused, nine were on the
spot af killings while the rest were
behind the scenes. OF those who
carried out the massacre, five are still
alive. They are Haji Nazimuddin,
ameer of Keraniganj Jamaat, Abul
Hashem, ameer of Dhaka district
Jamaat, KG Karim Babla,
Mohammad Yasin and Fayezur
Rahman Fayez.

Mozaffar said he has a number of
eyewitnesses to testify against the
nine and circumstandal evidence
against the four who were the brains
behind the masskillings.

"I saw Babla, a razakar from
Keraniganj, standing at the gate of
Maohammadpur Physical Centre
which was then the camp of Razakar,
Al-Badr, and Al Shams Bahini, At that
time, 4 jeep carrying Nizami and
Mojahid entered the camp. I'm
talking about November 5, 1971,"
Mozaitar said recollecting the days in
the lead -up to November 25.

He said Karim, the then convenaor
of Dhaka city Muslim Chhatra
League, had joined the Razakar
Bahiniin 1971.

"He was directly involved in the
killings. He alongwith his familyused
to live in Hazaribagh then and now
they live in Dhanmondi,” Mozaffar
said.

Legal expertssay oddsare stacked
against the war crimes being proved
in a conventional court under the
criminal law and so there has been a
growing demane for the war crimi-
nalsto betried inaspecial tribunal.

Asked why he lodged the case
with a regular court, Mozatfur said, "I
amquite hopeful that [would be able
to prove the charges. [ have enough
witniesses and evidence against the
accused, nine of who were on the
spot of killings. I can also prove that
the killings took place on instruc-
tions of Nizami, Mojuhid, Quader
Molla and Kamaruzzaman."

He saicl he believes that it would
have been even better had the gov-
ernment taken the initiative to bring
the warcriminals to trial.

e still thinks he would getjustice
unless the govemment influences
the proceedings in favour of the
accused.

Now the commander Dhaka unit

“Sanpeacl;, Mozaftue
made the obserations in an inter-
view with The Daily Star yesterday
afternoon.

He said Jamaat men killed his
nephew Osman Gani, fellow free-
dom fghter Golam Mostafa alias
Tukub Ali and Darbesh Ali on
November25.

Of the accused, four--Abdul
Khaleq, Mannan Siddique, Dr Joynal
and Puina Al-Badr--have been
exempted from the charges as they
arenotalive.

He said the local Razakars went
on a killing spree across four villages
atKeranigan.jonNcwemherZS.

“Some ol the villagers who sur-
vived the firing squad that day will
testify forme," headded.

He however declined ro elaborate
on the witnesses he has to help him
outin the trial. About the evidence he
has gathered so far, he said, "All thisis

Sharif
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imposed a state of emergency on
Nov. 3, though he used it to crack
down on dissent and purge the
judiciary in his favour.

Musharraf has promised that the
elections will be free and ranspar-
ent, and has said allegations of rig-
ging were an attermpt by the apposi-
tion to create an excuse in case they
fare poorly attheballotbox.

Also Monday, a bomber killed
nine Pakistani soldiers as they
strolled back tobarracks aftera game
of saccer, the armysaid, thelatestina
string of suicide blasts spreading fear
ahead ofcrucial elections.

The suicide bomber struck near
an army base in Kohat, about 80
miles west of Islamabad. Maj Gen
Waheed Arshad, an army spokes-
man, said nine roops were killed and
fourothers wounded.

[t was the sixth suicide hombing
in the past two weeks. At least 32
people have died 20 soldiers and
police, and 12 civilians. One of the
attackswascarried ourbyawoman, a
firstin Pakistan.

No ane has claimed responsibil-
ity, but officials blame militants
linked o the Taliban and al-Qaeda
who have expanded their influence
inareas nearthe Afghan border.

Police, meanwhile, were still
searching for a Britsh suspect in an
alleged plot to blaw up trans-Atlantic
jetliners who escaped from police
custodyover the weekend.

A police official, speaking on
condition of anonymity because he
was not authorised to talk to media,
said two officers have been arrested
for negligence and were being
probed for possible links with Rauf's
two uncles, who also have been
taken into custody for questioning.

Britain has been seeking Rauf's
extradition, hoth to question himasa
"key person” in the airplane plotand
as a suspect in the 2002 Killing of his
uncle, He has denied involvement in
both cases.

Rauf, who is of Pakistani origin,
wasarrested here in August 2006 ona
tip fram British investigators.
Pakistan described him as a key
suspect i i purported plot o blow
up airplanestlying from Britainto the
United States, prompting a major
security alert at airports worldwide
and increased restrictions on carry-

_onitems.

meant to be placed before the court
only."

Mozaffar said in the morning of
November 25, Razakars killed his 22-
year-old nephew and his fellow
freedom fighter Mostala at their
homes in Bhawal Khan Bari village.
Osman and Mostafa wene there the
night before to visit their family.

"l had asked thern not to go horre
as [ feared they might be killed by the
anti-liberation forces,” he eontin-
ued,

Asked what was the basis of his
fear, he said he oo had wanted to
visit his family at the Boro Bhawal
Village.

"I even started for my home on
Novernber 23. But on my way [ saw
KG Karim and learned from others
thathe was there irying to track down
meand other freedom fighters to kill.
Atthatinstant I changed my decision
and came back w my camp at
Kolatali union at Keranigan,” he
wenton.

"The Razakars had asked Osman
and Mostafia about my whereabouts
anl the location of our camp. But as
the two did not disclose anything,
theyshot them dead.”

At around the same tme at
Ghatar Char village, they killed
Darbesh AlL

Mozaifar and his men wanted to
move 1o the villages o avenge the
killings. " Butas the collaborators had
alreadyasked for Pakistani forces, we
changed our decision. Considering
the strength of the occupying army,
we found it unwise to fight them," he
said. y

Later in the day, Pakistani traops
aided and abetted by the local
Razakars committed mass killings
across several villages of Keraniganj,
he said adding that around five
thousand peaple were killed thatday.

He said at least 70 activists of
Razakar, Al-Badr, and Al Shams
Bahini took part in the killings,
tarching and lootings in Keraniganj
onNovember 25,

In the FIR, he mentoned that the
accused had formed the paramilitary
forces to exterminate the freedom
fighters.

Nizami was the Al-Badr com-
mander of Pakistan while Mojahid
headed its East Pakistan wing, the
complainant said adding that
Quader and Kamaruzzaman too
were in the top echelon of the Al-
Badr Bahini.

He said names of some of the
accused were in the gazette notifica-
tion published in 1972 carrving the
namesofcollaborators.

Mozaffar was a student of Ad
Bhawal High School in Keranigan)
before joining the Liberation War in
May. He was [ 7-year-old and acandi-
dateformatriculationexaminaton.

As a scout, he would initially
conduct pliysical traininfs for free-
dom fighters at ditferent camps in
Agartala, Later, he went to Assam for
arms training. On completion of the
training, he came back 1o Melaghar
in Agartalain fuly and got enrolled as
afreedomfighter.

Mozaifar said he joined sector 2
under the command of Khaled
Maosharraf, who was later replaced by
Haider.

He remumed o Keraniganj in
August as the commander of a 15-
memberteam.

He set up his camp at Kolatali
Union. But as his was a small unit, he
merged his group with that of former
lawmaker and Gono Forum leader
Mostafa Mohsin Montu.

Mozaffar said he led the war in
Keraniganj while Montu in the
southern partofDhaka.

Home rush starts
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Meanwhile, population in the
bustling metropolis is expected to
thin out in the next couple of days
as thousands are expected to
depart the capital to celebrate Fid-
ul-Azha with their loved ones,
braving the hassle and difficulties
offindinga transpormtion home.

Launch, bus and railway termi-
nals in Dhaka were seen crammed
with Eid vacarioners yesterday.
Outbound launches, buses and
trains were leaving the city being
filled to capacity, with a number of
passengers riding on the roofs.

As the Eid is to be celebrated on
December 21, the mad rush for
home is expected to escalate today
and tomaorrow.

Tickets af all modes of transport
are reported to have heen sold our,
making many holidaymakers pay
an exorbitant amount of money for
theictickets,

Many people, especially par-
ment workers, are still scouring for
tickets with only a few days left
until the Eid holidays kickoff,

Bangladesh Railway (BR) offi-
cialssaid 23 intercity expresses, five
miail trains and six trains leased out
to private operators have acapacity
of carrying around 20,000 passen-
gers every day. Due to the high
demand of Eid vacationers, the BR
will sell 20,000 extra tickets this
time.

The BR has also made special
arrangements to add extra com-
partments to each intercity express
trains and it will operate extra
trains on varions routes on the eve
of Eid.

Kamal Hossain, convenar of
(Dhaka Zone) Launch Owners'
Association, said the association
has already doubled the number of
launch trips.

On an average, 200 launches
usually depart the city everyday on
different routs, he said adding,
"Now we will add around 25 more
launches.”

Bus Owners Association leaders
said @ good number of people will
be able to go home this holiday as
many city service buses are also
being operated on various intercity
or inter-district routes to transport
the holidaymakers,

Jalil finally sued
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According to the FIR, properties Jalil
has illegally accumulated include a
three-storey building on eight deci-
mals ofland in Naogaon worth Tk 41
lakh and 61 decimals of land worth
Tk 40,000 in Bhimpur of
Mohadevpur.

The joint forces detained both
Jaliland Altafon May 26,

After arrest Jalil was taken on
remand. He was admitted to
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University on June 4 as he fell ill and

was later shifted to Labaid Cardiac

Hospital as his condition deterio-
rated.

In a letter sent to Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed, Jalil pleaded
with the governiment for his release
on health grounds, n the letter dated
July 2, Jalil said he would quit politics
ifnecessary.

The AL raised questions over the
authenticity of the letter and wanted

~to hear about it from a "freed" Jalil.

The AL general secretary has been
detained under the Special Powers
Act and no charges were brought
againsthim until vesterday.
CASEAGAINSTALTAF

ACC Deputy Director
Montruzzaman Khan filed the case
with Ramna Police Station for con-
cealing information or giving false
information about movable wealth
of Tk 59 lakh and amassing wealth of
Tk 2.56 crore bevond known sources
ofincome.

In the FIR, it was mentioned that
Altafkeptthewealth inhis ownname
and the names of his wife Suraiya
;\kleranddmlp{htcr]lenida.-\kter.

Altaf in hus wealth statement
mentioned low price of assets he
purchased inhisand hiswife's name.

The FIR said Altaf gave false infor-
mation about loans and did not
mention anything about the five
firearms worth Tk 2 lakh which he
purchased berween 1974 and 2002,

He also concealed information
about three savings accounts with
Standard Chartered Bank.

Altaf in his wealth statement said
he had lent Tk 14 lakh to his wife
Suraiya while she said her hushand
lent her Tk 17 lakh. He also said he
purchased a jeep at Tk 8 lakh while
the real price of the vehicle was Tk
20.17 lakh. Hesides, he showed low
price of the car he purchased in his
wife'sname.

He: also said he ook loans of Tk
68.27 lakh adding that a loan of Tk
5.16 lakh was aken from Standard
Chartered Bank in his own and his
wife'sname.

Altal Hossain submitted his
wealth statement to the ACC on Jul
25 saying that he has wealth worth'l
325 crome.

CASEAGAINST PABAN

ACC Deputy Director Mahbubur
Rahamn filed the case with Ramna
Police Station against Pabiin.

‘The FIR said Paban in his wealth
statement’ subrmitted < tor the nEC
concegled information about his
propertyworth Tk 1,02,595.

It was also mentioned in the FIR
that the ACC suspects Paban
amassed his wealth of Tk 7,491,829
beyond his known sources of
mncame.

CASEAGAINST DFO :
ACC Deputy Director in Chittagong
Abul Kalam Azad filed the case with
Double Mooring Police Station as
Tapan did not respond to the ACC
notice issued on October 28 for
submitting his wealth smtement,
reportsour ClU correspondent.

Thejointfarces raidedhisoffice at
Sholoshahar and seized about Tk 13
lakh on June 25. He has been
ahscondingsince then.

Rangs death toll
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of Abdur Rahim from the third floor
of the building on Bijoy Sarani
yesterday, Earlier, five bodies were
recovered on Monday, four bodies
on Thursday and another on
Saturday.

Survivors and relatives of the
trapped labourers said 10 of the 11
killed workers were from Faridpur
and the other from Gaibandha.

Deputy Director of Dhaka
Division Fire Service and Civil
Defence Selim Newaj Bhuiyan said
one of their rescue teams would
stayonthespot.

They l:tEe a decision today
whether they will canclude the
operation, he added.

War criminals
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the Fakistmni occupational forces in
1971 and putthem up for everyone to
segin public places all over the coun-

Ekatturer Ghatok Dalal Nirmul
Committee (Committee to Eliminate
Killers and Collaboratorsof 1971) has
meanwhile congratulated the peaple
on their protest against the burial ofa
Razakar in Magura,

A press release signed by the
president of the committee
Professor Kabir Chowdhury, acting
president of its central executive
committee Shahriar Kabir and
general secretary Kazi Mukul said
the incident proves that the peo-
ple's hatred of Razakars has now
reached the grassrootslevel.

The body of a teacher of the
Department of Islamic History of
Chittagong University Rezaul Karim,
known locally as Reju Razakar, was
not allowed to be buried in his hame
village in Magura amidst strong
protests from people.

Prior to this, another Razakar
ASM Solaiman could not be buried in
Mirpur amidst resistance of
Committee to Eliminate Killers and
Collaboratorsof 1971,

The comrmittee urged the peaple
to hoycott the anti-liberation forces
politically, economically and socially.
The anti-liberation forces will not be
spared the hatred of the people tll
their trial and punishment, the press
releasendded.

The committee also called on the
EOVErtment o take necessary steps
to bring the war criminals to tial
throughaspecial mbunal.

Global food crisis
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to conflicts and disasters, In addi-
tion, food security is being
adversely affected by unprece-
dented price hikes of basic food,
driven by historically low food
stocks, droughts and floods linked
to climate change, high oil prices
and growing demand for bio-fuels.
High international cereal prices
have already sparked food riots in
severdl countries,

I estirnates that the total cost of
imported food for the LIFDCS in
2007 will be around 25 percent
higher than that in the previous
year, surpassing$ 107 billion.

"Without support for poor
farmers and their families in the
hardest-hit countries, they will not
be able to cope. Assisting poor
vulnerable households in rural
areas in the short term and
enabling them to produce more
food would be an efficient tool to
protect them against hunger and
undernourishment,” said FAO
Director General Jacques Dioulf,

The FAO listing shows that not
only Bangladesh but also four
other Saare countries -- Nepal, Sri
Lanka, Pakistan and Afghanistan--
are facingsevere food crisis.

OFf them, Afghanistan's food
crisis stems from conflicts and
floods. Nepal is suffering from
market access problems and
effects of conflicts and floods.
Pakistan is facing after effects of the
Kashmir earthquake, floods and
cyclone, Sri Lanka that of the
Tsunami, deepening conilicts and
floods, and Bangladesh is facin
the aftermath of floods an
cyclone,

In Bangladesh, the livelihood of
over 1.5 million peaple is adversely
affected by the damage caused by
thecyclone, FAO says.

According o the government's
estimates, the cyclone and two
consecutive floods have caused a
shortfall of 14 lakh metric tons (V1)
ofrice,

Estimates by the Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD) and Brac
show this figure could go up tw 20
lakh MT.

Bangladesh usually imports
around 20lakh to 24 lakh MT of food

rains i year. Because of the short-
all this year, the import will hover
around 35 fakh MT.

And due to the global scarcity of
food and lack of interest of export-
ing countries, Bangladesh is also
facing problems with import. The
anemmum has decided to import
ood athigher prices.

This means that food prices will
continueg to rise in the coming
months.

TCB data show that price of
higher grade rice like Nazirshail,
now selling at Tk 33 to Tk 39 per kg,

+ inereaged by 50 percentover the last

ane year, Tn the last one month, it
increased by nine percent.

Medium quality rice like Paijam
now sells at Tk 27 to Tk 29 per kg --
up by 425 percent in the last one
year. Its price shot up by 5.5 percent
inthelastone month.

The lowest grade rice like
Chinese Irri is selling at Tk 25 - 27 a
kg, showing a0 pexcent price rise in

a year. In the last one month, its
price rose by 8.33 percent.

Price of atta marked a simi-
lar rise -- 46 percent -- aver the last
one year, now selling at Tk 35 to Tk
38 per kg. Its price remained static in
the lastone month.

Edible soybean oil now sellsarTk
46 Tk 88 perlitre, up by 40 percent
inayear. Palmoll is sellingat Tk 74 to
Tk76 perlitre, up by 53 percent.

Lentil (Mushur) now sellsat Tk 60
to Tk 80 per kg, six percent higher
than the price a year ago and potato
is selling at Tk 24-27, up by 21 per-
cent

Price of onion marked a 116
percenthike in the lastone year, and
nowsellsat Tk 25 to Tk40 perkg.

Economists and government
decision makers believe that to
cover the food shortage, there is no
option but to increase boro produc-
tion. But still there is a fertliser crisis
andalack of decision on subsidising
diesel for irrigation, which might
affect the plan to increase boro
production.

Prices of essentials
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The supply of local variety onion,
too, is scarce in the wholesale and
rerail markets with per kg being sold
at Tk 55 1o 60 at present. Meanwhile,
the fresh grown onions have started
reaching the kitchen markerts
although its demand is compara-
tivelylow,

The onion traders of Karwan
Bazar whalesale market said that
during the Fid-ul-Azha the demand
foronionincreases atleast ten times
and consequently the price rises.

Per kilogram quality fine rice,
Kalijira and Chinigura, are being
sold atTk 78 to 85 while itwas selling
at Tk 72 to 75 last week. The price
was Tk 38 to 42 per kg last year, the
businessmen at Karwan Bazar said.

Price of coarse rice also skyrock-
eted ahead of Eid. [n the retail mar-
ket, per kilogram rice is selling at Tk
26, whichwasbeing sold atTk 24 last
week.

Prices of rice like Miniket and
Najir Shail rose by Tk 2 to 4 per kilo-
gramyesterday while those varieties
were selling at Tk 33 and Tk 38
respectively last week.

The Karwan Bazar traders said
that as different organisations and
individuals have been buying
coarse rice from the capital and
sending those to the Sidr hit areas,
the prices ofrice shotup in Dhaka.

Price of per kilogram milk pow-
derroseby Tk 15 to 16 during the last
twpdays. Ealr o

" Alihough price of pasteutized
liquid milkdid notskyrocket, supply
to the retailers is too scarce.
Capitalising on the apparent short-
age, some traders are selling milk at
higher prices.

Prices of different kinels of spices
and soybean oil have remained high
sincethe Eid-ul-Fitr.

Poor power
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Chairman of the commitiee ANM
Rizwan disclosed the findingsduring
a press briefing at the Power Ministry
yesterday after he handed aver the
probe report to Power Secretary M
Fozul Kabir Khan.

The power secretary said this
committee will also investigate the
latest blackourt incident on
December 15 and it was asked 1o
submitreportwithin three weeks.

The probe bady chairman said it
was found in the investigation that at
the distribution end, some of the
substations were not following the
instructions of the CLDC, And the
mistatch led to a sudden rise in the
demand, making the whole system
collapse under the pressure on
November 15 in the wake of devasta-
tion by thecyclane.

Rizwan, the former chairman of
PDB and former managing director
of Power Grid Company of
Bangladesh (PGCB), however, said,
"The officials frantically helped the
system survive though they didn'e
have such an experience to tackle the
situation when a devastating cyclone
hitthe powerinfrastructure.”

He said as the cyclone hit the
country, the electricity feeder lines
collapsed and power stations faced
forced shutdown consecutively and
the electricity demand fell down
drastically to 350 MW, a tenth of the

totalgeneration.

"Butimmediate after thecyclone,
the demand started rising sharply,
which the CLCD officials failed 1o
control, because the substations'
officials did not abide by their
instructions. And it finally triggered a
collapse of the whole power system,”
said Rizwan.

He said the committee recom-
mended installation of "state of the
art" ICT-based equipment and
mechanisms at the central load-
dispatch centre (CLDC) w make the
whale controlling system computer-
isedl.

“We put forward 50 recommen-
dations, which are short-and long-
termones. .. steps need o betaken to
implement those immediately to
avert any such further incident,” he
saick

About the December 15 nation-
widegrid failure, the expert dispelled
the myththatit's a dove that wrecked
the national power grid and plunged
thecountry into darkness,

"It's a remote possibility that a
bird could cause such incident,” he
saicl.

Power Secretary Fouzul Kabir
Khan said he is yet to go through the
whole report. "But after studying the
teport, we'll tnke follow-up actions.”

He said the report will be placed
before thechiefadviser.

Over 2m hajj pilgrims
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travelled to Saudi Arabia for the hajj,
Interior Minister Prince Mayef bin
Abdul Aziz said, joined by hundred of
thousands of Saudis and other resi-
dentsofthe kingdom.

Ahmadinejad was to join other
pilgrims in carrying out a series of
other sacred rituals, such as walking
counter-clockwise seven times
around the Kaaba, the cube-shaped
structure at the Grand Mosque in
Mecca.

His pilgrimage has an added
significance because of the some-
times rocky reladons between Shiite
Iran and Sunni-dominated Saudi
Arabia.

AntIranian demonstation during
the hajj in fuly 1987 led wo Tehran and
Riyadh breaking diplomatic rela-
tions. Security forces tried to break
up the protest and 402 people,
including 275 Iranians, were killed.

Iranian pilgrims stayed away
from the hajjuncl 1991

They have since held peaceful
anti-US demonstrations inside their
hajj compound, during which a
message from [ran's supreme leader
AvatollahAli Khameneiisreadout,

Khamenei this year urged
Muslims o stand united against

world "arrogance,” Tehran's refer-
encetothe United States.

“All the [slamic nations and
especially their scholars and intellec-
tuals should create a united front
against the world arrogance and
SD}étﬁfY it day by day" Khamanei
said.

Atthe Grand Mosque, the massive
Kaaba monument was being draped
in a new "kiswa", its siﬁi cover
adorned with Koranic verses
embroidered in gold and silver-
plated thread, costing more than five
million dollars.

Muslims face the Kaaba when
they pray five timesaday.

Atsunset on Tuesday, the faithful
were (o move toward Muzdalifah
valley, several kilometres (miles)
from Mount Arafat, to spend the
night and collect pebbles to cast at
columns in Mina symbolising the
Devil.

OnWednesday morning, pilgrims
flock Minafor thelast parcofthe hajj -
-theritual stoningof Saran.

Later the same day, the pilgrims
will sacrifice a beast, generally a
sheep, in remembrance of the sacri-
fice Allah asked Abraham to perform
by giving up his son to prove his
devotion.

SSC exams
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The important public examina-
tions were scheduled to start from
February 27 next year under the
caretaker government's plan of
advancing the date and publica-
tion of results of the examinations
inphases.

"However, the SSC and its
equivalent examinations of 2009
will begin from February 15 while
that of 2010 from February 1
according to the previous decision
of the government,” said the
announcement.

The November 15 cyclone
caused colossal damage to life and
property in the country's coastal
areas. The violent storm damaged
educational institutions, books
and other study materials of the
students inthe affected areas,

Youth held
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three youths traded over 100 round
of bullets in Maddhya Badda in the
capital. Soon after the gunfight, the
crime busters arrested Al Beruni
alias Sabuj alias Rony, who claimed
to be an organiser of an unknown
Islamist group, Islamic Dal.

Meanwhile, Rab officials said
the three youths have no link with
any Islamist militantoutfit.

"After interrogating Rony inten-
sively we learned that they were
criminals,” Rab Legal and Media
Wing Director Commander SMAK
Azad told The Daily Star.

He said Rony also admirted that
they used to rent the firearms,
recovered from their possession, to
criminalsin the capital.

Siddiqur Rahman, owner of the
house where the gunfight took
place, quoted Rony as telling Rab
that they were members of banned
Islamist militant outfit Harkatul
fihad Al Islami (Huji) working to
form Islamic Dal.

in the hour-long encounter one
of the vouths named Kamal was
killed, while Rab men Lt Farhad
Sarkar and Shainik Kabul Hossain
received bullets.

Attack on UK envoy
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Deputy Secretary of the Ministry of
Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment Shafique Anwar
(former metropoliran magistrate of
Dhaka), Upazila Nirbahi Officer of
Baniachang Nurey Alam Siddique
(former magistrate of Sylhet), Sub-
inspectors Abdul Awal Chowdhury,
Sabiur Rahman and Shah Alam, Dr
Matiur Rahman and Dr Mahbub
Haider Chowdhury, fortmer crimi-
nal investigation department
L asHstne StUpetintenden ey hnee
(ASP) MunshiAtiqur Rahman (now
on LPR) and Abul Kalam Azad,
Dhaka.

The summaonses were issued
due to their repeated failure to
show up before the court in recent
months. Earlier the court was
compelled to issue arrest warrants
against the nine for this reason.,

The judge, however, recorded
the deposition of two prosecution
witnesses yesterday. They are
Assistant Registrar of the Osmani
Medical College Hospital Dr
Quamrul Alam and the then
Officer-in-charge of Sylhet Kotwali
Police Station SA Newaji (now OC
Munshiganj Police Station). With
these two, depositions of 46 prose-
cution witnesses out of the 57 have
beenrecorded.

The judge fixed December 26
and 27 for recording of depositions
of the remaining prosecution
witnesses.

The charge sheet submitted by
the CID allegedly contained a
number of faws including incom-
plete and incorrect addressesof the
witnesses andothers.

Bangladesh-born British High
Commissioner Anwar Choudhury
and 70 others were hurt in the
grenade attack while three were
killed on May 21, 2004 on the pre-
mises of Hazrat Shahjalal (RA)
shrine in Sylhet.

1,500 years old
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the existing structure. Similar
layers were found in other cells.

Archaeologists said the monas-
tic cells were either burnt down
during the Sen dynasty or used as
ash reservoirs.

Earlier, over 30 baked and
unbaked clay seals, potteries and
two brick-built structures were
discovered during an excavation

conducted by the Archaeology

Department near Bhasu Bihar.

Salahuddin's son
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lakh by concealing information
about his wealth of Tk 42,70 lakh in
Lax returns.

Shahriar was sentenced to a
year's imprisonment for not sub-
mitting his tax recurn for fiscal year
2003-04, three years' imprison-
ment for giving false information
and another five years' imprison-
ment for evading tax by concealing
information in his tax return from
fiscal years 2003-04 to 2006-07.

However, Shahriar has to serve
out imprisonment of maximum
five years as the court ordered to
make the sentences effective con-
currently.

The court also ordered to con-
fiscate his properties including 7.6
acres of land in Jurain and 100
shares of United Re-rolling Steel
Mills Lrd worth Tk I Lakh.,

Earlier this month, Tanvir,
another son of Salabuddin was
sentenced to seven years' impris-
onmentina tax evasion case.

Niazi's book mocks

FROM PAGE 1

in Septernber 1971 a political delega-
tion from erstwhile West Pakistan
complained to General Niazi that he
had raised an army comprising men
nominated by Jamaat-e-[slami.

"The general [Niazi] called me
his effice and said: From nowon, you
will call the Razakars - Al-Badr and
Al Shams -- to give the impression
that they do not belong to one single
party," Salik wrote.

Interestingly enough, Niazi dedi-
cated his book o the Razakars and
the Mujahids of East Pakistan alon
with the members of the armed
forces, civil armed forces, civilian
officers, and the West Pakistan police
saying they 'strove hard, made
supreme sacrifices and suffered
humiliation to keep Pakistan united’.

Maj Saliksaid in hisbook, the only
people who came forward to form
the Army of Razakars were the
rightists like Khwaza Khairuddin of
Council Muslim League, Fazlul
Qader Chaudhry of Convention
Muslim League, Khan Sobur A Khan
of Muslim League Qayyum, Prof
Golam Azamof famaac-e-istami, and
Maulvi Farid Ahmed of Nizam-i-
[slam Party.

Jamaat-e- [slami leaders Golam
Azam, Abbas Ali Khan, Motiur
Rahman Nizami, and Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojaheed launched a
countrywide campaign urging the
youth to join the Razakars, Al-Badrs,
and the Al-Shams to resist the libera-
tion forces of Bangladesh. The then
home ministry also sent reports to
West Pakistanabout theiractivitiesin
favour of the Pakistan occupation
forces.

FORMING THE RAZAKARS
About the formation of the Army of
Razakars, Niazi inhis book said, "The
Empusal for raising an organised
azakar Force remained under
consideration with HC), CMLA and
GHOQ) fora IunF time. Although their
recruitment had started earlier,
sanction for the raising of this force
wasgiven attheend ofAugust 1971."

"A separate Razakars Directorate
was established, and the whole set
up started raking proper shape. Two
separate wings called Al-Badr and
AL-Shams were organised. Well
educated and properly motivated
students from the schools and
madmsas were put in Al-Badr wing,
where they were trained to under-
tiuke 'Specialised Operations', while
the remainder were grouped
together under Al-Shams, which was
responsible for the protection of
bridges, vital points and other areas,”
Niaziwenton.

About the deployment of the
Razakars, Niazi who was also
appointed as the martial law admin-
istraitor in the then East Pakistan in
September 1971, said the Razakars
were mostly employed in aress
where the Pakistap negupation army
was around o conttol and uedlise
them. Being an army of rmokies not
fully trained, the Razakars were

rone 1o subversion through local
influences, he added.

" this force [Razakar| was
useful where available, particularly
in the areas where the rightist parties
were in strength and had sufficient
local influence," Niazi said in the
boak.

"Seventy percent of the target
ceiling, of 50,000 Razakars spread
over all the districts of the province,
was achieved. Batde schools were
established to train Razakar platoon
and company commanders. To
provide an effective command
structure (o this organisation, about
sixty young officers were selected to
be appointed as Razakar Group
Commanders," Niazisaid.

GETTING WEPONS FORTHE
RAZAKARS

Niazi said all engaged in operations
having Razakar t[.:;lemems among
them, felt that in order to make the
Razakars really effective in the field,
they must be equipped with auto-
matic weapons. That was important,
asthe rebelswere carrying automatic
weapons, which were far superior to
those issued to the Razakars, said
Niazi, who surrendered to the allied
forces of Mukti Bahini and the indian
military on December 16, 1971 in
Dhaka,

"lo cater for only one light
machine gun and one sten gun per
Razakar platoon, we reqguired a
minimum number of 2,500 light
machine guns and an equal number
of sten guns. Unfortunately, we could
only provide them with 275 light
machine guns and 390 sten guns.
This reflects the poor state of weap-
ons with the Razakars. [t adversely
affected their morale and their over-
all performance in the field against
the well equipped Mukti Bahini, The
Razakars fele that they were not being
trusted with superior arms. This stare
of affairs was further aggravated as
the Razakars were already exposed o
the local negative influence and to
Indian propaganda. [norder to keep
themn under control and utilize them
properly, they were mixed with West
Pakistani police and non-Bengali
elements,” Niazisaid in his book.
MUJAHIDS
Niazi in his hook also said some
Mujahid battalions and independent
Mujahid companies were employed
in operational duties along with the
regular forces, Their battalion com-
manders started arriving in East
Pakistan in November 1971. This
force was also short of weapons and
equipment. A case was taken up with
the Military Operation and [nfantry
Directorate at GFH(), but they also
hadtheirownlimitations. Mostofthe
men of that force were local with
quiteafewdeserting the camps.
WOLRD PRESS ONTHE RAZAKARS
NewYork Times, on July 30, 1971, ran
areporton the formationofthe Army
of Razakars where the following was
printed: “The Razakars....should be
specially helpful as members of rural

Sigma, Mir Helal
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aiding and abetting her husband.
On July 4, another special court
jailed Mir Helal for three years for
aiding his father in protecting their
property amassed "illegally” while
his father was sentenced ro 13 years
imprisonmentinagralt case,

communities, who can identify
guerrillas [freedom fighters|, an
army officer said... The government
says it has already recruited more
than 22,000 Razakars of a planned
forceof35,000."

The Wall Street Journal on July 27,
1971 reported on Razakars, which
said, "o help contral the Bengali

opulation, the Pakistan Army has
ween setting up a network of Peace
Committees superimposed upon
the normal civil administration,
which the army cannor fully rely
upon.”

"Peace Committee members are
drawn from.....Biharis and from the
Muslim Leagues and farmar-e-[slami.
The peace committees serve as the
agent of army, informing an civil
a;l}mini:irratinn as well as on general
populace. They are also in charge of
confiscating and redistribution of
shops and lands from. Hindus and
pro-independence Bengalis. The
Peace Committee also recruits
Razakars..many of them are com-
mon criminals who have thrown
their lots with the army," The Wall
Street Jourral added.

JAMAAT LEADERSIN 1971

While visiting an Al-Badr camp on
September 22, 1971 Motiur Rahman
Nizami, the present chief of Jamaat-
e-Islami Bangladesh said, "Only the
patriotic youths of East Pakistan can
effectively annihilate the I[ndian
infiltratorsandtheirlocalagents.”

Addressing a gathering of
Razakars in Jessore, Nizami said,
“Every single one of us must identify
ourselves as soldiers of [slam and we
have to use all our forces to destroy
the people who are involved in an
armed conspiracy against Pakistan
and Islam,"” Sangram, the official
voice of Jamaat, reported on
September 15, 1971.

Current Secretary General of
Jamaar-e-Islaimi Bangladesh Al
Ahsan Mohammad Mojaheed, who
was the president of the Dhaka unit
of Bast Pakistan Islami Chhatra
Shangha (1C5) in 1971, directed his
activises to build the Al-Badr Bahini
to resist the freedom fighters of
Bangladesh back then, according toa
‘fortnightly secret repart on the
situation in East Pakistan', whichwas
a routine report of the political sec-
tion of the then East Pakistan home
ministry to the head of the erstwhile
Pakistan govermment, General Yahya
Khan.

Mojaheed at a meeting of ICS in
Rangpur on October 17, 1971
directed hisvigilantesto build the Al-
Badr Bahini. He told the meerting that
‘anti-Islamist forces’ must be
resistecl. He also emphasised organ-
ising the young generation in Al-
Baclr.

The then Jamaat amir Golam
Azam at the purl!{muncil of Kushtia
district unit in the second week of
Angust 197 beesoipel the freedom
fighters as 'criminals’ and directed.
the party warkers ta resist them. He
also personally oversaw the forms-
tion of Shant Committees (Peace
Committees] in every village of the
country. He told the meeting that
very soon the Razakars, Mojahicds,
and the police would be able to
resist the ‘criminals', said docu-
ment no 549 (159)-PL.S (1} signed by
the then home secretary to erst-
while provisional government of
East Pakistan MM Kazim on
September 14, 1971,

Relief operations
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allegedly creating pressure on vic-
tims for payments.

It said in some areas relief medi-
cines were heing sold to local drug
stores,

Til Board of Trustees Chairman
Prof Muzaffer Ahmad presided over
the roundtable. TIB Executive
Director Iftekharuzzaman, Prof ATM
Mahbub of Dhaka University,
Muhammad Nizam Uddin of
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology (Buet),
Azhar Ali of Water Add, Fatema Hasan
of Canadian International
Development Agency and advocate
Maleka Parvin also spoke on the
occasion.

The TIBin its report said, "Allega-
tions of nepotism and abuse of
power have been raised from differ-
ent corners regarding of VGF card.
According to the meddia reports, local
public representatives like UP mem-
bers and chairmen with the help of
government officials are found 1o be
manipulaiing the list--the former for
political mileage in the next election,
and the latter forbribery.”

It was also alleged that though
multiple members of some families
may have received VGF cards, a large
number of other eligihle people
failed to be registered.

A number of public representa-
tives of Union Parishads, their rela-
tives and a few government officlals
were arrested in connection with
corruption especially misappropria-
tionofrelief materials, it said.

It was also alleged that in some
cases local represenmtives thivat-
ened Sidr victims of consequences if
they protested against corruption in
distribution of reliefmaterials.

Prof Muzaffer Ahmad urged the
government to ensure aceountabil-
ity in relief work for the Sidr-affected
people.

"Corruption in distribution
process includes telief distribution
amaong palitical supporters, delivery
of less than actual entdement,
misappropriation by fake outfits,
cliverting materials and selling those
on the black market, distribution of
outdared and inappropriate relief
materials, and connivance of various
actors in pilferage,” TIB Executive
Director lftekharuzzaman said.

He said irregularities in selection
of affected areas and beneficiaries at
local level are often guided by vested
interestsincluding polinical interests.

Remote and inaccessible places
are left out of relief operations
Patronage of influental individuals
including public representatives and
institutions within or outside the
government is often a pre-requisite
for becoming eligible for receiving
relief, headded,



