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AHMBUBUR Rahman's ongoing

installation exhibition, “The story of a
deceased man” is on at Galleri Kaya.
Rahman impressed the Dhaka art scene earlier
with his iconoclastic protests at Alliance
Francaise Gallery some years back. To his credit
goes 19 awards plus the Grand Prize (Gold
Medal) atthe 11th Asian Art Biennale 1992,

Forward looking, outspoken and bold,
Rahman's vision is global even Lhough. attimes,
he trammels some of the views of the conserva-
tive artlovers. In his painting, installation, prints
and video work, he has defied the confines of
present society and reached out to usher in
modern views and opinions. The artist and his
wile Lipiwork for Britto Arts Trust.

Rahman questions and provokes the viewer’s
sensibility and forges ahead to present his
themes that carry shock techniques. Thus he
bringsin themessuch as violation and suicide to
present global issues such as pollution, aggres-
sion and self-annihilation. Although his style is
contemporary, Rahman does not forget his
roots. He amalgamates traditional folk art with

M
T Al

J‘-
-

the history of Bangladesh.

Some time back, Rahman worked with Dhaka
rickshaw painters and the Mithila Arts of India
that led to a decisive revival of folk art. These too
were seen in the recent past in galleries such as
thatof Alliance Francaise.

For Rahman bright hues play an important
role in his paintings and installation work as well
aghis prints. The sharp, resonant, bright colours
such as vermilion, emerald green, cobalt blue
and earthyshades offset his blacks and whites.

He brings in mostly images of humans and
animals along with inanimate objects like dolls,
other toys and fishnets. Rahman assimilates

and installation images, plus

scissors, mirrors and women

videos. His recent theme is babies -- the symbol
ofnewlifeand nascent growth.
Rahman uses razor blades, pins, shaving gel,

in the 15-minute performance of “Pink rose falls
down along with me". Here he narrates the tragic
story of a child who is born with brain damage
due to an accident the mother endures. Rahman

Installation by Mahbubur Rahman

children's nursery playthings and paints tales of
pain and poignancy. The sharp contrasting
colours redeem the harshness of his paintings

his accompanying

‘s personal toiletry
hands.

Of pain and poignancy

Mahbubur Rahman's outspoken installations

“Krishoker Eid Anondo”: Game
show for farmers on channel-i
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tells “stories we prefer not to hear.”

Another entry “Beautiful angels are flying for
peace” comprises wood, metal, birdcage,
actual bird wings, dolls, beads, video and
paintings by Rafig -- a rickshaw painter. In this
installation work the viewer is confronted with
the reality. The theme is a protest against those
who speak of peace, clutching guns in their

Rahman's artwork has always been mind
whirling and laden with undercurrents of
humour.

Firoz Shai remembered

Cultural programme at
Shilpakala Academy

Music director Sheikh Sadi Khan
and lyricist Moniruzzaman
Monir were the discussants at the
programme presided by poet
Majnu Shah.

Faruk Bhuiyan and Saleha
Parveen performed some of Firoz
Shai's well-known songs includ-
ing Iskul khuilachhe, Line chhara
chole narailgari, Ek second-er nai
bhorosha, and Dui diner ek visa
diya.

Firoz Shai was born in 1952 in
Neelphamari. While performing
the song Ek sccond-er nai
bhorosha at a Victory Day

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Noted singer Firoz Shai was
remembered with songs and
discussion at the auditorium of
National Music and Dance Centre
on December 17. Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy and Firoz
Shai Smriti Sangsad jointly
organiscd the programme to
observe the 12th death anniver-
saryoftheartiste.

Urging all concerned to pre-
serve and promote Firoz Shai's
sohgs, the discussants said, he
was amaong the first singers who
presented folk songs in a style
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PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

programme in 1995, the artiste
had a stroke and passed away.

that intrigued the contemporary
pop music fans in Bangladesh.
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After exploring the seamy side of bar
dancers' lives, high society party
circuit and the underbelly of corpo-
rate world, Bollywood director
Mahdur Bhandarkar is exploring the
fashion world in his next movie
starring Privanka Chopra.
Tabu played the role of a bar girl in
Mumbai in Bhandarkar's national
award-winning film Chandni Bar
showing the struggle of these girls,
the party circuit and socialites were
viewed through the eyes of Konkona
Sen Sharma who played the role of a
journalistin the director'snextmovie
Page3while theintrigue and cormup-
tion were shown in Corporate
through BipashaBasu's perspective.
And now Bhandarkar looks at the
much-hyped world of fashion in his
upcoming film through Priyanka
Chopra who plays the role of an

Bhandarkar says the film will
expose the lesser-known truths
about the fashion world -- the exploi-
tation, the casting couch, the politics,

Priyanka Chopra will play the lead role in Bhandarkar's upcoming movie

Bhandarkar's new movie
takes on fashion industry

N NN

- thefierce competition and the super-

ficiality that lies beneath the razzle-
dazzleontheramp.

He, however, hastens to clarify that
the filmis not goingtobe just negative
but a “realistic” view of the fashion
industry,

The film has so far been shot in
Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore and
Chandigarh, the hot spots of Indian
fashionindustrywhere the filmmaker
has interacted with some leading
fashiondesigners.

Like Corporate did in the business
world and Page 3 among socialites,
Bhandarkar's next movie is also
reported to have set a buzz in the
fashion world as to what the new
movieis goingtodepicl.

Bhandarkaris aware of itand saysit
is difficult to make a “realistic” film
without caming the wrath of some
people.

Butthen, the director is no stranger
to controversy, whether before mak-
ing a movie or after its release. He
appears to be ready to face one more
boutofrowwith Fashion.

The second instalment of the farm-
ers' game show Krishoker FEid
Anondo will be aired at 2:30 pm on
channel-i on the second day of Eid-
ul-Azha. Participated by men,
women and children from farmer
families, the show includes 14 differ-
ent games. The programme was shot
at Bhatpiard village in Sirajganj dis-
trict.

The show is designed, presented
and directed by agriculture develop-
ment activist and media personality
Shykh Seraj. The first instalment of
the show was aired during the last
Eid-ul-Fitr,

The agrarian communities in our
country survive in the midst of many
difficulties. Natural disasters repeat-
edly devastate them. The consecu-
tive floods this year took away a lot
from them. Due to the floods and
river erosion many people lost their
homesand cultivablelands.
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lands have turned into arid land-
scapes, such as Bhatpiari village.
Krishoker Eid Anondo is aimed at
inspiringthese farmerswho havelost
much.

The rural scenario has changed

Once populated areas with fertile
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TV play, Roudra O Meghla Akasher
Golpo features an unusual
relationship that develops between
two individuals, Shathi and Roudro,
whoturmnupforajob interview,
Shathi comes to Dhaka for a day
for the interview. But the interview
does not take place. With nowhere to
0 in Dhaka, she agrees to spend the
entire day with Roudra. As they
mingle, Sathi bares her heart to him
only to realise that Roudra has not
been honest with her. But Shathi
cannotmake hersell dislike Roudra.
Written and directed by Mustafa
Mannan and Naresh Bhuiyan
respectively, the play will be aired at
8:00 pm on the first day of Eid-ul-
Azha. Aupi Karim and Anisur
RahmanMilonplaytheleadroles,

“Agnidaan” on ATN Bangla to
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Shykh Seraj directs the show (top) Farmers take part in programme

dramatically over the years. Once
during the Ashwin and Kartik
months (Bengali calendar), there
were several traditional festivalssuch
as mela (fair), Nabanna (celebration
of harvest) and more. Now, there are
few such outlets. Likewise, tradi-
tional rural games that used to
enliven the farmers and their fami-
lies are fast becoming things of the
past. Krishoker Eid Anondo intends
to revive ourrural cultural heritage.

Although the TV channels in our
country plan extensive schedule of
Eld-special programmes, these do
not highlight the fanmers and their
families. Krishoker Fid Anondo
wantsto fillthatvacuum.

The show features games includ-
ing sowing of seeds, Bhela (raft)
race, donga race, obstacle-race,
climbing up oiled banana trees,
Jabbar's bali, thenga race, swim-
ming, pillow fight and chocolate
race. Through the show, ten families
affected by river erosion were given
new homes.
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TV play "Rordra O Moghla Akasher Golpo"
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Written and directed by Syed
Wahiduzzaman Diamond, single-
episode TV play Agnidaan will be
aired on ATN Bangla at 11 am
today. Zahid Hossain Shobhon,
Shumona Shoma, Mirana Zaman
and otherswill play thelead rolesin
theTVplay.

The story of the play centres on
an ailing widow named Niharika.
Sheliveswith herson Kartikand his
family. Kartik is busy sclling the
ancestral property and saving
money. He is concerned about his
maother's health, Despite his sin-
cere efforts, Niharika's condition
remains unchanged. Onc day,
Kartik crosses the border with his
wife and daughter, leaving his
mother all by herself.
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News Headlines (Bangla) al 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News {Bangla) 2l 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.B:00 pm.

News (English)al 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:20 pm. (To be telecast on all Bangla
channels).

CHANMNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, T:00pm, %:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

ATH BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (Engfish) 8:20am,7:00pm

Lalest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3;:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pmand 8:00 pm.
CHANNEL 1

News (Bangia) at 8:00am. 12:00pm,
2:30pm. 6:30pm. 7:30pm. 10:00pm.
12:30am

BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) at 8:00am. 2:00pm.
6:00pm. 7:15pm. 10:30pm.

News Headlines {Bangla) at 10:00am.,
12:00am. 4:00pm.

News Headimes (Engiish) at 8:05pm

Rtv

News (Bangla) al 10:15pm.
12:15am

ntv

News (Bangla);7:30am, 12:02pm,
2:00pm, 7:30pm, 10:30pm, 1:00am
ETV

News (Bangla). 1:00pm, 3:00pm,
5:00pm, 7:00pm, 3:00pm, 11:00pm
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ﬂ?; OnATNBanglaat9:00 pm
s Drama Serial

Cast: Fazlur Rahman Babu, Srabonti

OF THE DAY

Alien3

On Star Movies at7:00 pm
Genre: Action/ Sci-fi

Cast: Sigourney Weaver, Charles S. Dutton

" Affer Shoknal
1 modetaniiie
. Frankly Speaking -
Gallory o+

" Bhalobesho Mot Gaan

42:00 " Ekushor Dupur -

04:30 Dt o

"08:30  Bangia Foalue FI
01:00 - “Drama Serial;
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Radio Foorti 88.0 FM |
07:00am Hello Dhaka (Apu) {4
11:00am  Amar 88.0 (Nusral) ;&*
03:00pm Dhaka Calling :-Eiﬁ
(Sakib) 9\3

07:00pm Seven Eleven 5;*
(Sadia) i

14:00pm Late Night Show £
(Shuvo) ﬁ

Radio Today 89.6 FM ||
07:15am Good Moming i
Dhaka {Biplob) ;Cf

07:45 am Today's Happry it
Moments e

0B:45am Shokaler Khabor
12:00pm  Todday's Adda (Nudrat)
01:45pm Dupurer Khabor
04:00pm U-tum (Kibda & Tamia)
05:45pm Shondner Khabor

e s

08:00pm Tobe Tai Hok (Sayem)
09:45pm Raater Khabor i
14:45pm Moddho Raater i
Khabor i
12:00am Today's Happy \‘I

Momenls




