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SA stick to
same side

AFP, Port Elizabeth

South Africa will go into the first
two Tests of a three-match series
against the West Indies with the
same squad that won successive
series against Pakistan and New
Zealand.

The selectors apain included
veteran all-rounder Shaun Pollock
ina 12-man squad, although he has
not made the final 11 which has
played in four successive Tests
while South Africa have been on a
winningstreak.

The first Test will be in Durban
from December 26 to 30 and the
second Test in Cape Town from
January 2 to 6.

Coach Mickey Arthur, who
announced the squad Sunday, said
he was confident captain Graeme
Smith would have recovered fully
from a virus which caused him to
miss Sunday's Twenty20 interna-
tional against the West Indies in
PortElizabeth.

Arthur said fast bowler Morne
Morkel, who is recovering from a
foot stress fracture, would join the
squad for the first two Tests but
would not be considered for selec-
tion,

SQUAD

Graeme Smith (captain), Ashwell
Prince (vice-captain), Herschelle
Gibbs, Hashim Amla, Jacques
Kallis, AB deVilliers, Mark Boucher,
Shaun Pollock, Andre Nel, Paul
Harris, Dale Steyn, Makhaya Ntini.

Subhashis ensures

FROM PAGE 17

Subhashis's magicspellof 10-4-24-
5 saw Sri Lanka -- who lost three
wickets on the same score of 87 --
slip to 95-6 and never recover.
Subhashis, who also hir the
inroads, was adjudged man-of-
the-match.

The fifth and final match will be
played tomorrow at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium in
Mirpur.

The teams of the sub-continent
are preparing for the 1CC U-19
Cricket World Cup to be held in
Malaysia next February.

SCORES IN BRIEF

BD -19s: 167 all out in 48 overs
(Mintu 4, Nasir 46, Marhsall 42,
Fernando 1-34, Peiris 1-18,
Pathirana 1-38, Rajapaksha 1-24).
SL U-19s: 118 all out in 36.5 overs
(Dilshan 40, Dinesh 25, Janith 17,
Daollar 1-34, Subhashis 5-24, Shuva
“1-24, Nasir [-14).

Weather cduld
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Swann was also included inashort-
list of 12 announced on Monday,
giving the tourists the option of a
second slow bowler alongside
Monty Panesar ina must-win game
for MichaelVaughan's men.

England will drop three places -
from number two behind champi-
ons Australia to five - in the official
rankings if they lose the match and
withitthe series.

A 2-0 series win for Sri Lanka
will see Mahela Jayawardene's
men leapfrog three places past
England, South Africa and India,
to number two.

India go down
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but could manage just one half-
century insixinnings.

India gambled withhard-hitting
opener Virender Sehwag who was
recalled more because of his past
performances in Australia, where
he has averaged 54.70 in five Tests,
than on current form.

Sehwag played his last Test in
South Africa in January before
being axed for Test series against
Bangladesh, England and Pakistan.

[ndiawillrely on theirspin twins
-- leg-spinner Kumble and off-
spinner Harbhajan Singh -- to testa
formidable Australian batting line-
up as they do not have the pace
attack to match theirrivals.

They have named five fast bowl-
ersin a 16-man squad, with Zaheer
Khan being the most experienced
with 52 Tests. Irfan Pathan, Rudra
Pratap Singh, Ishant Sharma and
Pankaj Singh have a combined tally
o35 matches.

India will then play a triangular
one-day series in Australia, which
will also feature World Cup run-
ners-up Sti Lanki.

SQUAD

Anil Kumble (captain}, Mahendra
Singh Dhoni, Sachin Tendulkar,
Rahul Dravid, Venkatsai Laxman,
Yuvraj Singh, Sourav Ganguly,
Harbhajan Singh, Zaheer Khan,
Rudra Pratap Singh, Ishant
Sharma, Irfan Pathan, Wasim Jaffer,
Virender Sehwag, Dinesh Karthik,
Pankaj Singh.

Capello
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Champions League trophy.

His first match in charge wil bea
February 6 friendly against
Switzerland atWembley. England's
next competitive match won't be
until September when they begin
their qualifying campaign for the
2010World Cup in South Africa.

England have won just one
major intermational tournament,
the 1966 World Cup when they beat
West Germany 4-2 in the final at
Wembley.

PHOTO: TIGERCRICKET.COM

Chittagong players start to celebrate their victory after the fall of last Rajshahi wicket on the final day of their Ispahani Mirzapore Tea Ninth National Cricket
League four-day match at the Rajshahi Divisional Stadium yesterday.

Taylor kills off SA early

£IF

\él Cricket

AFP, Port Elizabeth

Fast bowler Jerome Taylor took
three wickets in his first over as the
West [ndies beat South Africa by
five wickets in a rain-shortened
Twenty20 international at St
George's Parkon Sunday.

South Africa could make only 58
for eight in their 13 overs after
being sent in to bat, but the West
Indies had to survive a ferocious
onslaught by in-form fast bowler
Dale Steyn before sealing victory
with 19 balls to spare.

Steyn took four for nine in his
three overs to strike & warning to
the tourists ahead of a three-Test
series which starts at the same
ground on December 26.

South Africa were effectively put
out of the contest when they
slumped to 12 for six and then 22
for seven against lively fast bowling
and pood fielding in seam-friendly
conditions.

Johan Botha, batting at number
nine, top-scored with 28 notout to
give the innings some respectabil-
ity.
He was the only batsman to
reach double figures. His two sixes
and two fours were the only bownd-
iries ‘of the innings. Extras made
the next biggest contribution with
13.

Taylor took three for six in his
three overs, the maximum allowed
in theshortened game.

South Africa captain Shaun
Pollock said the early collapse put
his teamon the back foot.

“But we got something of a total
and then we made a real game of it.
Itshould be a good battle of the fast

bowlers in the Test series,” said the
velerin.

West Indies skipper Dwayne
Bravo said: "It was a fantastic team
effort. What made it so special was
the way we fielded.”

South Africa scored five runs in
the first over -- four of them from
leg byes -- but then lost four wick-
ets in seven balls without adding
another run.

Taylor struck with his first two
deliveries, trapping Morne van Wyk
leg before with a slower ball and
then bowling JP Duminy with a
fast, straight ball.

With the last delivery of the over
AB de Villiers was bowted when the
ball rebounded off his defensive
stroke.

Herschelle Gibbs was caught by
a diving Shivnarine Chanderpaul
at mid-on off the first ball of Daren
Powell's next over. Two run-outs,
including a superb direct-hit effort
by captain Dwayne Bravo, plunged
South Africa into an almost hope-
less situation.

Brenton Parchment hit the first

ball of theWest Indianinnings from
Shaun Pollock for four and then
charged down the pitch to hit the
fourth ball for a huge six over long-
on. He was caught at cover off the
lastdeliveryofthe over.

The West Indies were 29 for one
after three overs before Steyn came
into the attack and rocked the West
Indians.

All four of his victims were bowled
by vorkers, one of them a slower
delivery which deceived Marlon
Samuels. The other three beat the
batsmenwith express pace.
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Twenty20 inter-
national between the West [ndies
and South Africa at St George's Park

on Sunday (match reduced to 13
overs aside becauseofrainj:

SOUTHAFRICA

VanWyk lbw b Taylor £1
Gibbs e Chanderpaulb Powell 0
DuminybTaylor 0
DeVilliers bTaylor 0
Bodib Sammy [
Pollock run out (Morton) 2
Morkel runout (Brave) 1
Philander lbw b Edwards 4
Bothanotout 28
Steynnotout 1
Extras: (Ib-7,nb-1, w-5) 13
Total: (ForBwktsin 13 overs) 58
Did not bat; Ntini

Fall of wickets: 1-5, 2-5, 3-5, 4-5, 5-
10,6-12,7-22,8-37

Bowler 0O M R w
Powell &=l 6 1
Taylor g =1 6 3
Bravo 2 0 16 J
Edwards 3 0 L4 I
Sammy 2 0 g 1
WESTINDIES

Parchmentc Duminy b Pollock L0
SmithbSteyn s
Morton b Steyn 20
Chanderpaul notout B
Samuels b Steyn 1
Bravob Steyn 0
Hamdin notout 12
Extras: (Ih-1, w-1) 2
Total: (For5wktsin9.5overs) 60

Did not bat: Sammy, Taylor,
Edwards, Powell
Fall of wickers: 1-10, 2-32, 3-39, 4-

41,5-41

Bowler 0O M R w
Pollock 2 0 19 1
Ntini 3 0 16 0
Steyn 3 ¢+ 4
Morkel Fisi =R 0
Philander 0.5 0 10 0

Result:West Indies won by 5 wickets.
Man-of-the-match: JeromeTaylor.
Umpires: lan Howell and Brian
Jerling.

Kumble not a shy guy

Cricket

AFP, Sydney

Anil Kumble won'tback down from
a challenge on [ndia's cricket tour
of Australia and has a positive
attacking attitude, former coaches
ofthe two teams said Monday.

India tour here from late this
month and Kumble has the task of
leading a winning touring side to
Australia for the first time since the
West Indies' victoryin 1991-92.

Farmer India coach John Wright
and his former Australian opposite
John Buchanan believe Kumble,
37, is a calm, determined man who
plays to win and will not be swayed
by Australia's likely attempt to put
him off his game.

Wright, who coached India from
2000-05, said the 121-Test leg-
spinner had the experience, tem-
perament and tactical nous to do a
good job.

"[ think he's a good choice as
skipper,” Wright said Monday.

"He's Hercely determined ... [
wouldn't like to fight him, put it
that wawv

"He doesn't back down and [
like his attitude because he looks to

attack with the wayhe caprains.
"The one game he did with me
(it one-day win over England in
2002}, Twas very impressed with his
outlook, whichwas very positive."
Squad members Sachin
Tendulkar, Sourav Ganguly and

ANIL KUMBLE

Rahul Dravid have all captained
India, but had problems maintain-
ing their individual standards
while leading the world's most-
watchedside.

India arrive here on Tuesday
and begin their tour with a three-

day match againstVictoria, starting
Thursday, before the first Test starts
on Boxing Day.

Buchanan, who retired as
Australia coach this year, said
Kumble was not only a match-
winning bowler, but a good thinker
of the pame who commanded
respect.

"He's their best choice, no
doubt about that," Buchanan said
Monday.

"He's a very humble sort of
person, but he's a man who's quite
determined.

"He presents as the right cap-
tain of this side, [ think he has the
respect of the older group --
Ganguly, Tendulkar and Dravid --
but also the younger players think
he's therightpersonat the helm.

"He will find it a testing time of
his captaincy capabilities but my
view is he's a pretty astute sort of
person, a pretty resilient guy and
pretty impervious to outside dis-
tractions.”
~ Kumble, who is third on the list
of Test wicket takers behind
Muttizh Muralidaran and Shane
Warne, recently led [ndia to a win
over Pakistan in his first series as
skipper.

Twin tons save Sylhet
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Shakil Haider who scored 76 off L17
balls with the help of nine fours and
twosixes.

Another overnight batsman
Farhad Hossain returned to the pavil-
fon after associating 57-runs in the
third wicket with Naeem [slam who
added 48 off 69 deliveries. Farhad top
scored with 83 off 152 balls that fea-
tured [4 foursandasix

But Rajshahi lost wickets at regu-
lar intervals and the easy win was in
sight of the visitors belore last two
batsmen - Alamgir Kabir (29) and
Saiful Islam (29} -- kept the port city
sidewaiting.

YasinAmfatplayedavitloletodash
Rajshahi's hope by initiating a middle
orlercollapsewith fourfor96.
BARISAL-DHAKA
Resuming the day on 205-4, Dhaka
declared their second innings on 294
for five half an hour before the lunch
break to set an improbable winning
targetof 364 runs.

Mohammad Sharif dismissed
Barisal skipper Shahriar Nafees for 7
to ensure a good lunch break for the
home side with the scoreboard
reading 20 forone.

The visitors lost three more wick-
ets in the second session to reach 76
for four as Mosharmaf started his
carmnageby taking two wickets,

Ragibul Hasan had tried to
occupy one end but his 183-ball 46
was not good enough to salvage the
humiliating defear.

Masharraf captured fve wickets
for 27 runs to be adjudged man of the
match while new ball bowler
Mahbubul Alam claimed three
wickets for 46 runs.
BRIEFSCORES
Chittagong: First innings 198 and
secondinnings 301,

Rajshahi: First innings 118 and
second innings 360 all out in 94.1
overs (Flalder 76, Rabiul 4, Farhacd
83, Naeem 48, Mashud 0, Raihan
47, lahurul 5, Mahbub 11, Shahjaca

15, Alamgir 29 not out, Saiful 29;
Tareq 2-63, Yasin 4-96, Younus 2-88,
Ehsanul2-38).

Result: Chittagong won by 21 runs,
Sylhet: First innings 300 and second
innings 362 for five in 102 overs
(Imtiaz 57, Saif 3, Kuntal 8, Enamul
29, Rajin 131 not out, Alok LLL,
Mabud 9 not out; Aslam 1-33, Muracd
3-93, Sahagir 1-24).

Khulna: Firstinnings 421.

Result: Match Drawn.

Dhaka: First innings 262 and sec-
ond innings 294 for 5 dec in 87
overs (Uttam L0, Anwar L0, Mehrab
37, Al-Shahriar 92, Rivad 8L not out,
Nacif50, Mosharraf 2 notout; Talha
1-25, Sajidul 1-32, Tariqul 3-110).
Barisal: First innings 193 and sec-
ond innings 146 all out in 65 overs
(Nafees 7, Farugue 16, lmran 9,
Ragibul 46, Raisul 9, Kamrul 9,
Salahuddin®, Shaheen, Sajidul 26
not out, Talha &, Tariqul 0;
Mahbubul 3-46, Sharif L-18,
Muosharmaf5-27).

Result: Dhakawon by 217 runs.

Victory Day
volleyball
title Navy's

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Navy won the Victory
Day volleyball title for the first time
when they came from behind to
defeat Bangladesh Army in a five-set
thriller yesterday.

Armywon the firstset25-18in the
Top-Five Victory Day volleyball
tournament final at the Dhaka
Volleyball Stadium but the sailors
won25-21 and 25-21 to take the lead.

Army levelled again after winning
the fourth set 25-15 but the decider
went to Navy who sealed the cham-
pionship 3-2with a 15-9 victory.

It was Army's fifth abortive
attempt to win the title as they fin-
ished runners-up after reaching all
five finals. It was also the first time
four-time winners Bangladesh Rifles
failed make the final pairing.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh VDPwon
the women's series 3-1 beating
Bangladesh Ansar.

Abdur Rahmin Sarkar, managing
director of National Bank, distrib-
uted prizesaschief guest.

Bhajji rates
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Day. "It depends on how the
pitches are lopking, of course, but
India doesn't have a problem
playing spin," he said in the Herald.
"Hogg has been great in one-day
cricket but [ think .. Australia
should use four quicks." Lawson
said Michael Clarke and Andrew
Symonds could chip in to provide
theslowbowling.

Lawson, whose team lost a
series to India last week, warned
the Australians they would not take
any physical or verbal backward
steps. "They will stand up to what-
ever {5 thrown at them," he said.
Harbhajan agreed with Lawson's
view."

Media seek
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motivated. If he fails, he has to
apologise to the media for his reck-
lessness," demanded the journalists
who also threatened to boycott all
news concerning Sultan.

"We will announce him persona
non gratta in sports if he does not
seek unconditional request for
forgiveness."

Kamalur Rahman, Manazrul
Haque, Syed Mamun, Mosharraf
Hossain, Sarwar Hossain, Aminul
Haque Mullick and Mojibor
Rahman, among others, spoke on
theoccasion.

Sajidul replaces

FROM PAGE 17

natonal side," said Sajidul, who
first pot the news from national
selector Naimur Rahman during
the nadonal league match, which
his team lost to hosts Dhaka.

"Sri Lankan Chaminda Vass is
my ideal because [ always look for
control while bowling. [ had a big
problem with control but [ worked
hard in the off-season which
helped me a lot to perform well in
the national league,” said Sajidul,
who hails from Rangpur.

The baby-faced, however, said
thathis main objective is to cement
aplaceinthe national side

"It's easy to get a call up but
difficult to keep the position. But [
have a dream to serve the national
team foralong time," he hoped.

Mixed reaction
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have to put in a lot of effort to get
used toit."

The technology was first tested
at the 2005 Under-17 World Cup
and may be used at the next World
Cupin2010.

The system uses a magnetic field
to provide real-time feedback to a
central computer, which tracks the
exactlocation of the ballon the field
and sends the data to the referee.

"It's pood. We did not notice any
different particulars with regards to
other Adidas balls,” said Ancelotti,
whoseteambeat Bocad-2inthefinal.

"ltishasagood consistency and
the trajectories are respected.”

World poverning body FIFA did
not offer any immediate assess-
ment but said the test findings
would be reviewed by an interna-
tional board in March.

England set for battle

Final Test against Sri Lanka starts today

Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

Players and fans alike will be forced
to wait just a little while longer for
international cricket to return to the
tsunami-ravaged city of Galle, after a
late shower on Monday afternoon
forced the authorities to delay the
start time of the thind and final Test
hetween England and SriLanka.

After two days of sunshine,
including a swelteringly hot final day
of practice, all the puddles in the
outfield had dried and the muddy
banks had been baked to a golden
brown finish, but such is the tight-
rope that this ground has walked in
the build-up to the match, thata half-
hour shower was enough to tip the
balance and force the start time to be
pushed backby two hours.

Play is now scheduled to get
underway at 12pm local time which,
according to a Sri Lanka Cricket
spokesman, will give the groundstaff
sufficient time to tend fo a damp
wicketand dry theoutfield ahead ofa
last-minute mowing, [nevitably, the
news has given rise to fears that the
match could end up as a complete
washout, but after everything that
this ground has been through in the
past three years, the teams are sure to
do everything in their power to get
thecontestunderway.

As far as Sri Lanka Cricket is con-
cerned, the stadiurm is already open
for business. Monday morming, it
was given the presidential seal of
approval, as the country's leader,
Mahinda Rajapakse, flew in by heli-
copter: from Colombo to officially
open the pavilion that now bears his
name. The centre of Galle was shut
down for two hours amid frenzied
levels of security, and the fuss pre-
sumably didn't help the army of
wotkers around the ground, whose
last-minute touches will now be
goingonlongafterthe 1 1thhour

However gloomy the current
prognosis may be, the state of the
stadium s already so far removed

from the scene three years ago. "It's
very hard to even imagine what itwas
like, England's captain, Michael
Vaughan, said. "I just remember
pictures of buses and debris flying
around the pround. That's why this
week is a special week for all the Sri
Lankan people, and we're just
deliphted to be the first team here.
Hopefully we can spoil things a bitby
winning, but I think there is a bigger
picture here. The game of cricket is
back in Galle and everyone should
reallybecelebrating.”

Afterso many years out of service,
there is an understandable mystery
as to how the pitch will play. "The two
wickets we've been using are four or
five metres away from tomorrow’s
pitch, and they have been pretty fast
and bouncy and seamed,” Vaughan
saicl. "The teststrip hasa bitless grass
and is softer, with a bit more mois-
ture. We'll have to wait and see
because I thinkit'llbeabitofalottery
foreveryone."

England have options aplenty for
their line-up. Matthew Hoggard has
been named ina 12-man squad and
could slot back in to lead the attack,
although Vaughan did speak enig-
matically of a mystery nigple in the
England camp, which turned out to
be an ear infection that's been
afflicting Steve Harmison. After the
performance he put irrat Colombo,
it ought to require an amputated
limb to stop him from picking up
where he left off.

Had the heavens not distorted
the issue this week, Graeme Swann
would probably have been a shoo-
in to make his debut as Monty
Panesar's spin twin, buthe could yet
feature if England gamble and push
the in-form Matt Prior up to No. 6,
thus making room for a five-man
attack. The dangers of such a strat-
epy are inherent, but England are in
it strange situation with their bats-
men -- all of them have shown
glimpses of form, but no-one as yet
hasmade acentury,

"I'd rather have it this way round
with us all playing well but not going
on," said Vaughan. "We all look in

goad touch, but it's just a matter of
getting over that barrier. There's no
reason why someone this week
won't stick their hand up and et a
real big one for us." The flip side of
taking a risk with the selection,
however, would be the ramifica-
tions of defeat. If England return
home with a2-0 deficit, theywill slip
three places to No. 5 in the world
rankings, with Sri Lanka moving in
the other direction, ahead of India
and South Africa.

Either way, all such selection
thoughts will be postponed to the
last available minute. "Who knows
what the wicket will do," said
Vaughan. "All we've got is hindsight
to assess the best bowlers to get 20
wickets on this pitch. We just have to
make stire we perform welland to a
really high standard. Winning Test
matches over here is really difficulr,
soweneed toset the building blocks
early in the game, and get Sri Lanka
under pressure.”

Even as the afternoon sun was
baking down on Galle, the
groundstaff were covering every
available inch of grass with tarpau-
ling, pinned in place with tractor
tyres, as an insurance against the
elements. At 4pm, it began to rain,
but not with the torrential force of
days gone by. Somehow the show is
goingto go ahead thisweek.
SQUADS
ENGLAND (from): Michael
Vaughan (captain}, Alastair Cook,
lan Bell, Kevin Pietersen, Paul
Collingwood, Ravi Bopara,
Matthew Prior, Matthew Hoggard,
Ryan Sidebottom, Steve Harmison,
Monty Panesar, Graeme Swann.
SRI LANKA (from): Mahela
Jayawardene (captain), Kumar
Sangukkara, MichaelVandort, Upul
Tharanga, Chamara Silva,
Tillekeratne Dilshan, Prasanna
JTayawardene, Chaminda Vaas,
Lasith Malinga, Chanaka
Welagedera, Malinga Bandara,
Sujeewa de Silva, Muttiah
Muralidaran.

Umpires: Daryl Harper and Asad
Rauf.

'Tt's a four-horse race’
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the physical nature of the contest.

"The spirit in the side in abso-
lutely amazing. Where we hive
improved is in the fight," he said.
"We were not dominated in the
duels and the one-on-ones. Overall
we dominated that area and that is
not normally the case.”

The spiteful atmosphere that
surrounded Ashley Cole's first
return to Arsenal following the
Chelsea left-back's controversial
transfer last year turned out to be
the perfect backdrop to the match.,

Cole was jeered throughout and
his frustration boiled over when he
made an obscene gesture at the
Arsenal fansafter the final whistle.

Chelsea manager Avram Grant

has more pressing concerns than
Cole's temper. John Terry will have
scanson ah ankle injury that forced
him to come off before half-time.

Terry, who had been involved in
a flare-up with Cesc Fabregas
moments earlier, was caught by
Emmanuel Eboue's late tackle.

Grant believes Terry has liga-
ment damage rather than a break
and will be praying the England
defenderis backsoon.

With Didier Drogba absent and
Andriy Shevehenko short of confi-
dence, Chelsealacked a cuttingedge.

They fell behind in first half
injury time when Petr Cech mace a
rare, costly error. The keeper mis-
judged Fabregas's corner and
Gallas, a former Chelsea player, was

onhandto head into the empty net.

Shevchenko's one threating
moment came late on but Manuel-
Almunia, who had a fine game,
brilliantly tipped his free-kick over.

Grant, whose side lost for the first
time in 17 matches, is convinced
Chelsea did enough to show they
canstill feature in the title battle,

"It is disappointing but if we
continue like this it will be ok for us.
It is not the end of the world," he
sadd. "Six points at this time of the
season is nothing. It will not be
easy, butitis possible.

"Arsenal had all their players
and we did not but there was no
difference between us and them."

PHOTO: COURTESY

Winners of the AKTEL Victory Day Golf Tournament pose with chief guest Dato’ Abdul Malek Bin Abdul Aziz, High
Commissioner of Malaysia, and special guest Major General Md. Abdul Mubeen, General Officer Commanding, 24th
Infantry Division, Chittagong, during the prize giving ceremony at Bhatiary Golf and Country Club recently.
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