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Saudi king pardons
rape victim

AP, Riyacdh

A gang-rape victim who was sen-
tenced to six months in prison and
200 lashes for being alone with a
man not related to her was par-
doned by the Saudi king alter the
case sparked rare criticism from the
United Stares, the kingdom's top
ally.

Outrage over the senlence
prompted unusually strong com-
ments from President Bush, who
sald that if the same thing had hap-
pened to one ol his daughters, he
would be "angry" at a government
that didn't protect the victim. The
White House called the sentence
"outrageous.”

In past weeks, Saudi officials
have bristled at the criticism ofwhat
they consider an internal affair but
also appeared wary of hurting their
image in the United States.

Bush's National Security Council
spokesman Gordon Johndroe said
the White House thinks the Saucdi
king "he made theright decision” by
pirdoning the woman.

With the pardon, King Abdullah
appeared to be aiming at relieving
the pressure from the United States
without being seen to criticize Saudi
Arabia's conservative legal system, a
stronghold of powerful clerics
adhering to the strict Wahhabi
interpretation of Islam.

Justice Minister Abdullah bin
Mohammed al-Sheik said the par-
don reported by Saudi media
Monday does not mean the king
doubted the country's judges, but
that he was actingin the "interests of
the people.”

"The king always looks into
alleviating the sulfering of the citi-
zens when he becomes sure that
these verdicts will leave psychologi-
cal effects on the convicted people,
though he is convinced and sure
that the verdicts were fair,” al-Sheik
siid, according to the Al-Jazirah
newspaper.

"Certainly, we're pleased that
that action occurred,” State
Department deputy spokesman
Tom Casey said. "I think everyone
was rather astonished by the initial
verdict and [ hope this puts this case
torest. We're glad that this particular
case has been dealt with and that
the king has taken the actions that
he has."

The victim  known only as the
"Girl of Qatif" alter her hometown in
eastern Saudi Arabia was inoa car
with & man in 2006 when they were
attackedand rapedbysevenmen.

She was initially sentenced in
November 2006 to several months
in prison and 90 lashes for being
woneinacarwithamanwithwhom
she was neither related nor married,
a violation of the kingdom's strict
segregation ofthe sexes.

The woman, who was 19 at the

time of the rape, hassaid she met the
man to retrieve a picture of herself
from him because she had recently
married.

The seven men who were con-
victed of raping both the girland the
man were initially sentenced to jail
terms from 10 months to five years.
Their sentences were increased to
between two and nine years after
theappeal,

The case sparked increased
international outcry recently after
the court more than doubled the
sentence last month o 200 lashes
and six months prison in response
to her appeal, [oining the U.S. criti-
cism, Canada called the ruling
barbaric.

Earlier this month, Bush
expressed his anger over the sen-
tencing.

"My first thoughts were these,”
Bush said. "What happens if this
happens to my daughter? How
would [ react? And [ would have
been I'd of been very emotional, of
course. ['d have been angry at those
who committed the crime. And ['d
be angry at a state that didn’t sup-
port the victim."

The controversy erupted as the
United States was trying to ensure
Saudi Arabia's participation in the
November Mideast peace confer-
ence in Annapolis, Md. which the
kingdomattended.

I the 1.5, ahead of the confer-
ence, Saudi Foreipn Minister Prince
Saud al-Faisal was visibly irritated
when he was asked about the case
by journalists. He sald that the
stormbeing raised over itwas outra-
geous, but also promised the sen-
tencewouldbe reviewed.

The kingdom's Justice Ministry
has defended the sentence, saying
the girl was having an illicit affair
withthe man.

Woman's body
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The body of Rokeya Bagum, 45, a,

single parent of two, was discov-
ered when a fallen tree was
removed from a ditch close to her
house on the bank of Baleshwar.
Apparently she was washed into
the ditch by tidal surges and held
underwater by the fallen tree.

Matiur Rahman, local union
parishad (UJP) chairman, and Faruk
Chowdhury, local UP member, told
journalists that she was missing
since November 15. They claimed
her body did not decompose much
as the ditch was filled with saline
water during the tidal surges.

Four other members of the
family including, Kajol, her grand
daughter, Laily, her sister-in-law,
Koituri and Zaman, her niece and
nephewwere killed during Sidr.

Officially the death toll now
stands at 350 in Patharghata
upazilawith 140 still missing.

Nizami, Mojaheed

his nephew Osman Gani and
fellow freedom fighter Golam
Mostafa alias Tukub Ali on
November25in 1971.

Meantime, another Dhaka court
will give order today on whether to
approve of registering a sedition
case against Mojaheed, Abdul
Quader Mollah and Shah
Mohammad Hannan, former
chairman of Islami Bank, as a
reguliarone.

OnDecember5, freedom fiphter
Fazlur Rahman filed the sedition
case with Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court for the three
men's anti-liberation activities.

Recording the statement of
Mozaffar Ahmad Khan, Judicial
Magistrate Ashiqul Khabir directed
officer-in-charge at Keraniganj
Police Station to register the double
murder as a first information
report.

The court also asked the OC o
take action against the accused
after investigation into the matter.

Mozaffar showed eight people,
including himself and the victims'
parents, as witnesses in the case.

Other accused are two assistant
secretary generals of the Jamaat,
Mohammad Abdul Quader Mollah
and Mohammad Quamruzzaman,
Keraniganj upazila unit Amir Haji
Nazim Uddin, [slami Chhatra
Sanghaleader KG Karim Babla, and
Abul Kashem, Foyzur Rahman
Foyaz and Yasin, Thelast three were
al-Badr, Razakar and al-Shams
activists during the war.

The case was filed under sec-
tions L7 /448/436/302/ 109/ 114 of
the Bangladesh Penal Code.

Complainant Mozaffar said
sixty to seventy other unknown
activists of the three militias took
part in killing, torching and looting
valuables in Keraniganjon the day.

He mentioned that the accused
formed collaborating forces like
Razakar, al-Badr and al-Shams
during the liberation war with a
view to exterminating the Bangali
nation.

Nizami was made al-Badr com-
mander of Pakistan while
Mojaheed acted as commander of
its East Pakistan wing, said the
complainant adding that Quader
and Quamruzzaman and their
other accomplices also formed the
higher rungofal-Badr.

‘The three militias took to indis-
criminate killing of [reedom fight-
ersandintellectuals on orders from
Nizami, Mojaheed, Quader and

 Quamruzzaman, he said,

On directives from the four, the
other accused killed countless
people in Keraniganj and torched
their houses, They also raped
women in the area.

The plaintiff said on November
24 in 1971, when the nation was on
the threshold of victory, his
nephew Osman Gani and Golam
Mostafa went to their houses to
meettheir parents and relatives.

The next day al-Shams and al-
Badr militias, dressed in grey,
surrounded their houses and
hacked them to death with sharp
weapons at about #:30am,
Mozalfar said adding that he went
to the spot with his force on infor-
mation only to find that the four
Jamaat leaders had sent in
Pakistani force there who, along
with their local collaborators,
torched hundreds of houses and
killed countless people in the area.

The two victims are state-
acknowledged freedom fighters for
which their families now get gov-
ernment allowances.

The victims' families never got
justice even though they went door
to door for justice, he said adding
that the accused were behind bars
till 1975 but walked out of prison
after the annulment of
Collaborators Act in December 31,
1975.

The complainant said as the
subsequent governments ran their
regimes with the assistance of al-
Badr, al-Shams and Razakar, the
families did not get justice from
them.

Advocates Abu Mohammad
Abdur Razzak and Ashraful [slam
appeared for thecomplainant.

Meantime, Fazlur Rahman's
sedition case statement men-
tioned that Mojaheed, who was
social welfare minister during the
four-party coalition government of
the BNE denied his party's anti-
liberation rale on October 25 this
year and also claimed that anti-
liberation forces never existed in
the country.

On the next day, Hannan
termed the liberation war a 'civil
wir' in a private satellite television
tulk show aned made derogatory
remitrks about it

Quader Mollah at a discussion
on October 31 said freedam fAght-
ers joined the liberation war to
have beautiful Indian women and
for grabbing Hindu property.

Three criminal cases were fled
against Quader with a Madaripur
caurt forhis derogative remarks.
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Huji' man
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a tin-shed mess at Comilla Para in
Maddhya Badda around 1:30am.

"As the Rab members knocked
on the door of a room, the three
criminals opened the door and
fired at least eight bullets, leaving
the two Rab members wounded,”
said Siddiqur Rahman.

He said as the Rab members
got wounded, the crime fighting
force retreated for cover and
started firing back. During the
gun battle that ensued, over 100
bullets were fired. At one stage of
the gunfight the three young
suspects came out of the tin-shed
mess and tried to runaway.

But the elite force members
arrested Rony unhurt with a fire-
arm in his possession after chas-
ing the feeing group for a few
hundred metres. Rab also found
wounded Kamal near Gulshan
Lake and took him to a nearby
hospital where doctors declared
him dead.

"We have arrested a criminal
and interrogating him to know
whether they have any other
identities," Rab Legal and Media
Wing Director Commander SMAK
Azad told The Daily Star.

Siddiqur Rahman said two’

young suspects rented a room of
the mess on December 3 for Tk
1,800 a month, one of whom
identified himself as an employee
of Destiny Group while the other
gave his identity as a quality con-
troller in a buying house. He said
later another young man joined
themasalodgerin the mess.

Naser's wife
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secured bail from CMM's Court,”
DIG (Prisons) Major Shamsul
Haider Siddiqui told the news
agency.

On December 2, the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court sent her to jail rejecting her
bail prayer. She was admitted to the
prison cell of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University on
December 15 for treatment.

On May 27, Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) Deputy
Director Moniruzzaman [iled the
case with Gulshan Police Station
against Rezina and her husband
Naser, son of former finance minis-
ter Saifur Rahman, on charges of
amassing wealth worth about Tk
6.23 crore by "illegal means”.

UK envoy
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Ten Tusscher met the adviser and
discussed the human-right situa-
tion in Bangladesh.

Anwar Choudhury said there
will be municipal elections very
early nextyear to be followed by the
generalelection.

"I hope 2008 will be remem-
bered for free and fair elections that
will lead to more sustainable
democracy therealter,” he said.

Dutch Ambassador Bea Ten
Tusscher said they congratulated
the government on framing laws
for establishment of nationa]
human rights commission and "we
also raised certain human-rights
cases.”

She said the adviser promised to
lookinto those cases.

Ms Tusscher said statistics show
that human-rights abuses have
come down and encouraged the
government to continue this on
positive track.

To another question, the envoy
said the question of lifting state of
emergency was not discussed at
the meeting.

She said they invited
Bangladesh to attend & nuclear fuel
conference to be held in Germany
in February next year, sponsored by
Germany, the Netherlands and the
UK.

The Adviser said the govern-
ment will work hard with the coun-
try's development partners to
ensure that the state of human
rights in Bangladesh is no less
standard than that of the civilised
world.

Suicide attack
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No one has claimed responsibility
for the attacks, but officials blame
militants linked to the Taliban and
al-Queda who have expanded their
influence in areas near the Afghan
border.

Meanwhile, Pakistani security
forces apprehended 17 pro-Taliban
rebels as partof the ongoing opera-
tion against militants in the restive
northwestern valley of Swat, the
armysaid Monday.

The arrests came just days after
the army claimed it had cleared
almost all of the embattled north-
western valley of militants, killing
hundreds ofthem in recent weeks.

According to government
reports, around 330 militants have
been killed in the area during the
recent campaign to clear the scenic
valley of fighters.

"Our troops arrested the 17
militants Sunday from different
parts of Swat,” chief military
spokesman Major General Waheed
Arshad told AFE.

He said all the arrested militants
were allied with Fazlullah, a pro-
Taliban cleric.

Fuzlullah, who is in hiding, is
known as "Mullah Radio"” for
broadcasting fiery speeches over
his private FM radio station. The
cleric has called for a holy war
against the Pakistan government.

Arrest warrant
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them. It also fixed December 24
for nexthearing of the cases.

On December 12, ACC
Assistant Directors Abu Sayeed
and Jahangir Alam, also the [Os of
the cases, submitted the charge
sheets against the three accused
before the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's (CMM) Court.

The [0s prayed for issuance of
arrest warrants against the
accused and the order to attach
their properties as they have been
absconding since the cases were
filed.

The 10s, however, dropped
Manju's daughter Shima Hossain
from the charge sheet,

In the first information report
(FIR) filed with Dhanmondi
Police Station on July 25, ACC
Assistant Director Sheikh Faiaz
Alam, the complainant, said the
accused took Tk | crore bribe
from Al-Amin Construction
Company Ltd between February
17 and February 20, 2000 promis-
ing to award it a Roads and
Highways Department (REHD)
construction job.

The FIR further said the man-
aging director of the company
Amin Ahmed Bhuiyan gave
Manju the money in two pay
orders. Manju was communica-
tions ministerat thactime.

On the same day, the ACC
assistant director filed the second
case with Shahbagh Police
Station. In the complaint, Faiaz
Alam said the accused took Tk 75
lakh as bribes from China
National Owverseas Engineering
Corporation sometime between
February 13 and February 18,
2001 to get it secure work order of
the RFHD.

The liaison officer of the com-
pany Taherul [slam Patwari

handed over the money to the
accused, the complainantadded.

On June 26, Manju was sen-
tenced to five years' simple
imprisonment and was fined Tk
10,000 for possessing 21 bottles of
liquosat his Dhanmondi home.

There is also a graft case
against Manju pending with the
Special Court for Dhaka Division.

GANICASE

ACC Assistant Director SMM
Akhter Hamid, also the 10 of the
case, submitted the charge sheet
against Gani and his wife Mohsen
Ara to the CMM's Court, showing
52 people as prosecution wit-
[ESSES,

The 10 also prayed for issuance
of arrest warrants against Mohsen
Ara and the order to attach her
properties, as she has been
absconding since the case was
filed againsther.

On July 26, ACC Depurty
Director Golam Shahriar
Chowdhury filed the case with
Uttara Police Station for conceal-
ingaround Tk.30crore.

The case was filed under sec-
tions 26(1), 27(2) of the Anti-
Corruption Commission Act-
2004, section 5(2) of the
Corruption Prevention Act-1949,
section 15(Gha)(5) of the
Emergency Power Rules-2007 and
Section 109 of the Bangladesh
Penal Code.

In the statement submitted to
the ACC on June 26, the couple
showed their assets of Tk
3,70,15,000. However, the ACC
later found they owned more
assets wortharound Tk4.30 crore.

The joint forces arrested
Osman Gani at his Uttara house
on May 29 this year. During the
raid, they found Tk [ crore in cash
hidden at unusual places inside
the house.

DU violence
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accused, Prof Neem Chandra
Bhowmik, also cross-examined the
complainant.

On August 22, the case was filed
against some 6,000 unnamed stu-
dents and reachers of DU and
outsiders for violating the EPR,
vandalising public and private
property, obstructing police duties,
and assault on law enforeers on DU
campusand in adjacentareas.

_But on September 9, police
pressed charges in the case against
four DU teachersand 15 students of
the university for instigating vio-
lence on the university campus and
at Shahbagh in the capital on
August22.

The four teachers and one of the
studentsare nowin jailcustody. The
detained teachers are Dhaka
University Teachers’ Association
(Duta) President Prof Sadrul Amin,
its General Secretary Prof Anwar
Hossain, Science Faculty Dean Prof
Harun-or-Rashid and Applied
Physics Department Chairman
Prof Neem Chandra Bhowmik.

After completion of the cross-
examination, the court fixed
December24 for nexthearingof the
case.

Family members of the detained
teachers and the student expressed
their frustration over the next hear-
ing date as it would fall after the Eid

EC plans
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yesterdayat his office.
He said the EC has already

appointed eminent jurist Dr Kamal

Hossain to defend the commission
regarding the case of inviting the
BNP to the talks with the EC about
electoral reforms.

The EC had invited the Saifur-
led BNP to the talks, scheduled on
November 22, but the High Court
stayed the talks following the writ
petition filed by Khandaker Delwar
Hossain-led BNP challenging EC's
decision.

The talks did not take place
following the court's stayorder.

Explaining the EC decision,
Election Commissioner Sakhawat
said the EC has to depend on the
Attorney General Office whenever
itneedsany legalaid,

"This time also, we communi-
cated with the Attorney General
Office for defending us on BNP
issue. But they (Attorney General
Office) told us that they are govern-
ment lawyers and the commission
isanindependent body," he added.

Senior officials in EC Secretariat
said once the lawyers' panel is
formed, it would be helpful for the
commission to defend it in the
courtsin future.

Asked whether the EC would be
ablecomplete the talks on electoral
reforms within the timeframe of
December and what it would do if
the dialogue with BNP is not held,
Sukhawat said that time would tell
whattodo.

On most of the political parties’
refusal to sit together with Jamaat-
e-[slami at EC's invitation on elec-
toral reform talks, Sakhawat said
the EChasyetto thinkaboutit.

The EC began electoral reform
talks on September 12 and has sat
with 15 political parties separately
s0 far.

It has also planned to hold a
daylong political conference on
electoral reforms issue inviting all
the parties, which had participated
in the electoral reform talks earlier.

holidays as well as the December 23
deadline of the Duta's demand for
theirrelease.

Duta following assurance from
the povernment had earlier post-
poned its demonstration sched-
uled for December .

However, on December 11, a
Dhaka court framed charpes
against the accused for breaching
the EPRL

Hearing of another case against
the acaused onchiarge o s tigatiigs
violenceis set to be held tomorrow.

Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique,
former president of Duta, said the
assurance from the government
made the teachers hopeful that the
government would take steps for
the unconditional release of the
detainees before the December 23
deadline, "but today's develop-
ment in the court frustrated the
teachersand the family members of
the detainees as everyone hoped
that the detainees would be freed
before the Eid vacation.”

If the teachers and students are
not refeased within the deadline,
congenial academic atmosphere in
the university might be hindered,
he added.

Another former president of
Duta, Prol Sharif Ullah Bhuiyan,
said if there is goodwill on the gov-
ernment's part, the teachers can be
releasedany time.

Nocomment was available from
Duta Acting General Secretary Dr
MamunAhmed over the issue.

Robbers kill
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motoreycle. The robbers on two
motorbikes waylaid the banker at
around 9:30am and fired twice on
him.

They fled the scene after looting
the bag containing the money.

Locals took Moniruzzaman to
Singair Sadar hospital from where
the doctors send him to Manikganj
Sadar Hospital at around 12 noon.
Here the attending doctor pro-
nounced him dead on arrival,

Doctars found two bullet
wounds his bady, one on the right
side of his chest and the other on his
righthind.

Police Superintendent [mtiaz
Ahrmed said the driver of the rented
matorcycle Biltu, 33, also from
Singair, has been arrested and taken
inforinterrogation.

He said police suspect the rob-
berywas preplanned and Biltu might
beinvolved.

Meanwhile a probe committee
been formed with officers in charge
of Manikpganj Sadar Police and
Singair Police, to investigate the
incident.

Moniruzzaman, a resident of
West Dahora Village in Manikganj, is
survived by his wife and three chil-
dren.

Meanwhile, a gang ol robbers
looted ahouseat Nabagramvillage in
Manikganj Sadar Upazila in the early
hoursyesterday.

Sources said the gang of masked
robbers broke into the house of
Abdul Aziz, an official of Asian
Development Bank in Dhaka, at
around 2:30 am. The robbers, all
carrying weapons, [irst broke down
the grill leading to the porchand then
entered the house by breaking down
thedoor.

They looted valuables worth
about Tk 5 lakh including 25 tolas of
gold in ormarments and TK 10,000 in

cash. 2

Meaningful polls
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Victory Day organised by the BNP
at Engineers' Institution in the
capital.

Blasting the chief election com-
missioner (CEC) for his recent
remirks on BNP constitution,
Delwar said it is not the duty of the
Election Commission (EC) or the
government to make such com-
ments as the party men will decide
whatthe party constitution will be.

"Any others from outside the
parties should not interfere in their
activities nor comment on their
constitutions," hesaid.

The CEC was reported to have
said some parties including the BNP
were required to change their consti-
tutionsto getregistration.

Delwar said there is no reflection
of neutrality of the BC in its activities,
No one except party men can dictate
about a party leadership, he added
withourexplainingir.

The former chief whip said the
authorities arrested many leaders on
charges of corruption. And polit-
cians ire not involved in cormuption
now: But has it put an end to corrup-
tion? And who are involved in cor-
ruption now? he asked. The people
know who are now making money
through corrupt practices, hesaid.

BNP Standing Commitiee mem-
ber Dr RA Gani said no one should
raise any demand or debate which
would barm national unity.

Criticising the EC, Nazrul Islam
Khan, joint secretary general of the
party, said the ECappointed L4-party
leader Dr Kamal Hossain as itsTawyer
tafight BNE

Goyeshwar Chandra Roy, another
joint secretary general of the party,
called for unity of the people to
restoredemocracy inthe country.

Parricipants in the discussion
included party leaders
Shamuzzaman Dudu, Sohrab
Uddin, Shirin Sultana and Sultan
Salahuddin Tuku, Jubo Dal General
Secretary Moazzern Hossain Alal,
and Amar Desh Editor Amanullah
Kabir and columnist Ebne Golam
Samad.

NCBs achieve
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three banks continue to be under-
manned, the BB governor said the
GCBs would undertake a process to
recruitstaffon theirown. Besides, the
government has already been
approached for recapitalisation of
the three banks, he added.

The meeting was told that the
banks were running short of capital
duetogovermmentborrowing.

BB data shows, the three GCBs
have realised only Tk 45 crore
lp,; I ETRINES iy anddSeptembet
agiinst :Ffr. year's target of Tk 216
crore from the top 20 defaulrers.

During the period, Tk 600 crore
has been realised from other default-
ersagainst the targetolTk880 crore.

Of the GCBs, Sonali Bank Limited
hasrecovered only Tk 3.29 crore from
the top defaulterswhile its targetis Tk
169 crore. The recovery rilte against
the targetisonly 194 percent.

Agrani Bank Limited has retricved
anly Tk 2.39 crore, which is 12 per-
cent of the target of recovering Tk
19 8 croreofclassified loans.

Janata Bank Limited, however,
has already recovered 143 percent of
its target, [t has recovered Tk 39.47
crore from the defaulters when ithad
aimedforTk27 5 crore.

In case of other defaulted loans,
Sonall Bank realised Tk 293 crore
against the target of Tk 410 crore,
Janata Bank recovered Tk 141 crome
against Tk 165 erore and Agrani Bank
realised Tk 166 croreagainsta Tk 275+
crore farget

According to BB daw, capital
shortfallatthe GCBs stood at Tk 6,643
croreasofSeptember 30, 2007, Ofthe
amount, Sonali Bank has Tk 4,310
crore, Agrani Bank Tk [, 948 crore and
Janatahas ashortfallof Tk959 crore.

The BB asked for suggestions on
how the banks should earn the mini-
mum capital status.

Credit growth at Sonali Bank in
the first nine months of the year has
risen by 0.03 percent on the corre-
sponding period last year. Janata
Bank and Agrani Bank, however,
have seen negative credit growth,
781 and 148 percent.

Govt to buy
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at Tk 33 to Tk 39 per kg, increased
by 50 percent during the year. The
pricesare poingupevery morth.

TCRB data also show that the
lowest grade rice like Chinese [rri is

selling at Tk 25 to Tk 27 per kg, up by
40 percent fromthata yearago.

Price of atta also marked a simi-
lar rise by 46 percent over the last
one yearand now sellsatTk35toTk
I8 perkg.

Rice price is considered as one of
the major indicators of consumer
priceindex.

Food ministry officials said
purchase of rice and wheat,
approved yesterday, is part of the
government efforts to ensure food
security by buildingup agoodstock.

Earlier on December 10, the
purchase committee had approved
procurement of 43,000 tonnes of
rice at a cost of Tk 11552 crore. It
had also relaxed procurement rules
toexpedite purchase.

After the meeting yesterday,
Mirza Azizul Islam told the press,
"We are procuring directly from the
private sectar to save time as the
commaor inport procecdures take at
least 45 days."

The comumnittee declined to
approve the seven rental power
projects becatise the tender author-
ities -- Power Coll of the power
ministey -- have not ensured how
gas or ail will be supplied to these
power plantswhen installed.
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ACC starts gathering
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Meanwhile, the ACC approved the
filing of three cases against three
people including one against
former home minister Alraf
Hossain Choudhury in connection
with amassing wealth illegally and
concealing wealth information in
the statement submitted to the
commission.

The drive is the first ever initia-
tive by the anti-corruption body in
combating institutional corrup-
tion.

"The ACC would work as a
specialist institution against insti-
tutional corruption. As the process
is tme-consuming, the ACC is
preparing a database so that the
drive against institutional corrup-
tion could go onall the time," Flanif
febal told The Daily Star.

The director general, however,
refused to reveal names of these
arginisations for the sake of a
flawless investigation and so that
the drive does not panic peaple,

"All organisations plagued with
corruption will be brought under
the drive... slowly and gradually,”
he added.

Explaining how the commission
is selecting organisations for inves-
tigation, he said, "The ACC is hold-
ing mass communication
programmes against graft and at
thesame time trying to know about
people's perception of different
service-oriented organisations,
Negative public perception would
be considered in selecting an inst-
tution.”

Meanwhile, ACC sources said at
the beginning the ACC would focus
its prabe into corruption in institu-
tinns related to education, health,
and fertiliser production and
distribution.

The commission is also collect-
ing information regarding corrup-
tion at Power Development Board
(PDB), Dhaka Electricity Supply
Authority (Desa), Water and
Sewerage Authority (Wasa),
Telegraph & Telephone Board, Titas
Gas Transmission and Distribution
Ludd, sources revealed.

The ACC will analyse different
systems oforganisations to find out
how the corruption was institu-
tionalised there. Then it will look
into different issues of the institu-
tion like appointment process to
identify theindividual offenders.

Incase of an individual offender
identified during the drive, the ACC
might go for legal actions against
the person.

The ACC sources say they would
conduct their investigation iy
accordance with the work pattern
of an organisation. For instance, if
an organisation's task is related (o
procurement, the commission will
check transparency in its procure-
ment process.

Baby dies
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for her life in Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCEH) at the
time of filing this report last night.
Local residents, however, caught
oneofthe killers red handed.
Family members of Parveen
said pressing the calling bell
11:30am two young robbers
entered the South Jatrabari resi-
dence of the victim on the 1st {loor

of a six-storey building robbing -

Parveen of her neck chain. As she
tried to resist the robbers, they
stabbed herinthe abdomen.

Hearing the cry of Parveen for
help, her neighbours rushed to the
spotand caughtone of the robbers,
Mehedi Hasan Tara, 24. Another
robber, Hamim, however managed
to escape. Tara was also admitted to
DMCH after being injured ac the
hands ofthe people catching him.

DMCH sources said Parveen
was 10-month pregnant, and was
in critical condition.

On completion of an investigi-
tion, the commission will suggest
remedial measures for the govern-
ment tocheck further corruption.
ACC APPROVES CASES
FOR FILING
b First Informadon Report (FIR)
of the case appruved ta be filed
against Altaf Hossain Choudhury
mentions that Altaf concealed
information about wealth worth Tk
59 lakh in the wealth statement
submitted to the commission.

The FIR also added that he
amassed property worth Tk 2.56
crore beyond his known sources of
income,

The ACC will also file a case
against Khulna City Corporation
Mayor Aminur FHagque for conceal-
ing information about his wealth
worth Tk 53.05 lakh and amassing
wealthworth Tk 74.22 lakh illegally,

Another FIR approved yester-
day was against former deputy
commissioner Md Flasan in con
nection with amassing Tk 5.5
crore beyond his known sources of
incame and concealing informa-
tion about his wealth in the state-
ment submitted to the commis-
sion.

The cases will be filed under
sections 26 (2), 27 (1) of ACC act and
15d (5) of Emergency Power Rules.

UK minister
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impact of the UK's $14 million
relief assistance for the victims,
said a DFID press release yesterday,

"1, like many in the UK, was
deeply saddened by the loss oflives
and the devastation caused to
Bangladesh by Cyclone Sidr. We
salute the resilience of the
Bangladeshi people in the face of
adversity,” hesaid.

"As friends of Bangladesh, the
UK will continue to support both
the immediate relief effort and the
long-term measures to rebuild and
earn livelihoods and protect
against the impact of future disas-
ters,” headded.

Alexander will also call on the
foreign affairs adviser and the
finance adviser to discuss the UK's
development relationship with
Rangladesh and the caretaker gov-
ernment's progress on the roadmap
to elections beforethe end of 2004,

Besides, he will visit slum sites
which are being transformed by the
new DFID-supported "Urban
Partnership for Poverty Reduction”
Programime,

s visie sl conclude with
I_l['r,'." seofiference EOrmorraw.

Alexander previously visited
Bangladesh in December 2004 in
capacity ofthe ministerofstate at the
Foreign and CommonwealthOffice.

Cold wave
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said the cold spell, the first one in
this winter, started from Sunday
nightandis likely to continue in the
northern districts as well as in
Tangail, Mymensingh and Jessore.

Night temperatures across the
country may drop further, a Met
office source told The Daily Star [ast
night.

The lowest temperature was
recorded at 7.3 degrees Celsius in
[shwardi while in other parts of
Rajshahi Division temperatures
remained around 10 degrees
Celsius. The highest temperature
wis recorded at 26.3 degrees
Celsius in Mymensinghand Sylhet.

The lowest temperature in the
capital was 13.7 degrees Celsius
while the highest was23.7.

The cold air may bring in dense
fog in some areas, especially on
riverhbank and in char areas, said
the Metoffice.

Our northern-district corre-
spondents report, the cold spell
has disrupted normal life.

Russia starts
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The Russian Foreign Ministry
stressed in a statement that deliv-
eries were made under control of
the [nternational Atomic Energy
Apency (IAEA). [tadded that spent
fuel from Bushehr would be "re-
turned to Russia [or reprocessing
and storage" -~ part of a plan to
ensure that the fuel does not go
astray.

IAEA officials monitored the
sealing of the nuclear fuel two
weeks ago at o factory in

Novossibirskahead of the delivery.
The decision to send fuel --
which in its current state is fitonly

for civilian use -- warked a diplo-

maltic victory for Russia, which has
been building Bushehr si 1995,
amid countless delays and intema-
tional tensions.

"The Russian-Iranian coopera-
tion on the Bushehr power <tation
visibly demonstrates that one can
effectively and reliably cuarintee
the realisation of nationol plans on
developing the civillan atomic
energy sector,” the PForeign
Ministrystaternentsaid

In addition to rejecung US calls
for the suspension of [Hushehr,
Moscow has also sold [rin anti-
aircraft missiles and other high-
tech weapons reportedly deployed

by [mn's military in detence of
nuclearinstallation

Iran has repeatcdly refused o
cede to the ey dernil i of the West
that it suspend uranium encich-
ment work, a potential nuclear
weapons-inaking process, despite

already having been slapped with
twosets of UN sanctions.

Western powers, led by the
United States, are pushing for a
third UN sanctions resolution
againstTehran,

But Ahmadinejad said that a

new resolution against lran was
"out of the question” and Russia's
delivery of fuel now seems to make

further UN measures even less
likely.

"Russia and China, which were
already against sanctions, will now
be even more confident,”

Lukyanovsaid

Meanwhile, the Israeli daily
Maariv reported over the weekend
that a delegation left Israel for
Washington last week “with the
goal of proving to the Americans
that the Iranian nuclear weapons
programme is definitely still in
development.”

Convict
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militants in the district, they
achded.
Sonof Abdul Karim of Palikadon

village under [oypurhat Sadar
upazila, Mansur was sentenced to
life tmprisonment in absentia in
the serial bombings case in the
district.
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