DHAKA MONDAY DECEMBER 17, 2007

RU2

s

OQur CORRESPONDENT, Kishoregenj

‘Names of some fake freedom
fighters are still on the victory
memorial on Gurudayal
Government College compound
in Kishoreganj town while many
martyred freedom fighters
including Khairul Zahan Beer
Pratik did not find place on the
plague.

The plaque contains names of
84 freedom fighters but names of
many others are left out, leaders off
Kishoreganj unit of Muktjoddha
Sanshad said. Names of two fake
freedom fighters have not been
erased despite demand by free-
dom fighters and people, they
said.

Martyred freedom fighter
Khairul Zahan Beer Pratik was
resident of Kharampatty area of
the town and his grave is at
Parabhanga village, only two
kilometers from Kishoreganj
town but his name has not been
inscribed on the plaque, they
said.

When contacted, Bxecutive
Engincer Md. Habibur Rahman
Bhuiyan of Kishoreganj Public
Works Department said,
Muktijoddha Sangsad submitied
a written application 1o erase
names of fake freedom fighters
and include names of frecdom
fighters dropped when the
memorial was constructed in
2006,

The application was sent 1o
the liberation war affairs minis-

try, he said.

“We cannot drop or write any
name in the plaque. We are waiting
forinstruction from the ministry to
include names of freedom fighters
and erase those of fake freedom
fighters”.

Former commander of the
Sanpsad Md. Idris Ali said, names

of at least two fake freedom fight-
ers have been inscribed on the
plaque while names of well known
martyred freedom fighters includ-
ing Khairul Zahan Beer Pratik,
Shamrat Ali, Omar Faruk,
Gouranga Debnath, A B Siddigue
isnotthere.

It is an insult to freedom fight-

Fake FFs'names still on
Kishoreganj memorial

ers”, hesaid.

The freedom fighters demand
immediate removal of names of
fake freedom fighters and inscrih-
ing names of martyred freedom
fighters.

The memorial was built in
2005-2006 a1 a cost of Tk 12
lakh.

7
X

| 404

FHOTO STAR

The plague of Victory Memorial on the premises of Kishoreganj Government Gurudayal College also contains

names of fake freedom fighters.

25,000 Sidr
victims get work
in Bagerhat

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khtdna

Rupantor, an NGO, has so far pro-
vided jobs 1o 25,000 Sidr victims in
Sharankhola and Morrelganj
upazilas of Bagerhat district by
introducing cash-for-work (CFW)
scheme funded by OXFAM.

Chiel Executive of Rupantor
Swapan Guha said the CFW
programime would continue till
January next year. The programme
gained supportolpeople.

Under the CFW program, Sidr-
hit people in Sputhkhali and
Rayendaunionsunder Sharankhola
and Boluibunia and Toglabunia
unions under Morrelganj upazila
areheing paid Tk 100 perhead every
day for cleaning roads, water bodies
and houses.

The main purpose of introduc-
ing the CFW program is to finan-
cially help Sidrvictims by engaging
them in some sort of work for
maney which they badly need for
majntaining their families tll they
are rehabilitated, Swapan said.

Reception
to {freedom
fighter journos

Oun CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Satkhira Press Club yesterday
accorded reception to twao freedom
fighters turned journalists with a
call fortrial of war criminals,

Theyare Prof Abu Ahmed of The
Daily Star and Kali Das Roy of The
DailyJanata.

Held at the Press Club audito-
riumn, the reception ceremony  was
chaired by cluby convenor Kazi Dulal.

Speakers demanded of the
poverniment to try and punish war
criminals by forming special tribu-
nalsacross the country.

Rejoinder, our reply

Quazi Md Khurshid Hassan, exeen-
tive engincer of Sirajganj local
Government Enginecering
Diepartment (LGEDY) has sent a
rejoinder o the news titled "Allega-
tion against Sirajganj LGED engi-
neer” published onthe National page
of The Daily Staron December 12,
The LGED engineer said the
news was notbased onfacis,
He did not demand Tk 5 lakh
—from Md Golam Mostafa, represen-
tative of Mita Construction, as
mentionedin thestory, he added.
"Mr Golam Mostafa horrowed
license from some bona fide con-
tractors through his brother Mr
Golam Kibria, executive engineer of
LGEDinPabna,” the rejoinder said.
"Mr Golam Mostala as a repre-
sentative of the contractor
demanded bill/security Tor iwo
partially damaged roads and he was
directed o rectify both the dam-
aged roads and then only can get
the bill/securitymoney,” it added.

Ourreply
The news item headlined “Allega-
tion against Sirajganj LGED engi-
neetr” was prepared on the basis of a
written statement of Md Golam
Mostafa at the press conference.
After the press conference, this
correspondent contacied engineer
Khurshid Hassan for his comment.
He said he did not know Md Golam
Maostafa or whether he was a 1epre-
sentative of Mita Construction.
Khurshid had filed a general dairy
with Sirajganj Sadar Police Station

against Mostafa on November 22,

Voters rise in Sylhet
city in new listing

Around 2.75 lakh now against
2,565,710 in previous list

Starr CORRESFONDENT, Sylhet

The number of voters in Sylhet City
Corporation arcas got a hig
increasein the newlisting.

According to the latest slatistics,
the number of enlisted voters is
2,71,177 against 2,55,710 in the list
piepared in December last year,
which was however cancelled at
that time,

The number of volers is already
15,467 more than that of the last
year and the total may ultimately
stand at about 2.75 lakh, clection
officials said.

The 2,71, 177 voters were
enlisted in 27 wards, of whom
2,54,681 have completed their data
cniry with photos. A total of 16,486
voters are yet to entry their data
and photo, the official said.

The highest number of 16,473
volers has been listed in ward No. 7
andthelowest 5734 in ward No. 2.

Meanwhile, some minor irregu-
larities have been alleged in voter
listingthistime.

Afzal Hossain, who contested
for the post of ward commissioner

in ward No. 25 in last cily corpora-
tion clection, on Sunday last filed a
written complaint to district
Election Officer-1, alleging that
some prospective volersin his arca
were listed in another ward. Such
allepations were made in some
other wards also, sources said. The
clection officer assured probe into
the matter soon.

In the fitst phase, voter Tisting
was done in 15 wards out of 27 from
October 20 to November 8.
Separate registration centre was sct
upineachward.

Voter listing in the rest 12 wards
were done in the second phase
from November 10 November 22,

Now a centre is open at Sylhel
stadium for eligible voters who
failed to enlist their names on
scheduled dates in specific centers,
It will remain open there till
December 22, election officials said.

Deputy Election Commissioner
of Sylhet division Khondker
Mizanur Rahman said voter listing
is a continuous process and those
who could not enlist their names
would be enrolled.

BSF returns body of
cattle trader in

Dinajpur

2 others tortured to death near

Satkhira border

STAR NATTIONAL DESK

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
vesterday returned body of a
Bangladeshi catile trader 1o
Bangladesh Rifles (BOR) while two
other cattle traders were tortured
to death by BSE in last two days,
report our correspondents in
Dinajpurand Satkhira.

BSF and BDR traded gunshots
on Madra border in Kalaroa upazila
inSatkhirayesterday.

BSFE Eilled Mohammad Ali 34,
of Mithipur village under
Phulbari upazila near Amra hor-
der outpost (BOP) in Dinajpur on
Friday. They took away the body
to India.

BDR strongly protested the
Killing and asked for a flag meeting
Accordingly, BSF returned the body
to BDR aftera fag meeting.

In Satkhira, a Bangladeshi

cattle trader who was allegedly
tortured to death by BST was
identilicd as Shafiqul Tslam, 25,
of Haroddah village in Sadar
upazila while identity of another
victim could not be known till
yesterday.

Villagers found the two bodies
on the Ichhamoti on Friday and
Saturday, BDRand police said.

Being informed, BDR and
police rushed to the spot and
recovered the bodies.

Sadar police station officer in
charge (OC) Abdul Kader Beg said
they found marks of torture on the
bhodies.

BSF at Daharkanda camp
fired five shats yesterday target-
ing BDR at Madra camp while
BDR responded by firing 19
bullets, Maj Kamrul Hasan,
Operations Officer,. 41 Rifles
Battalion said.
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Cattle market venue occupied
betore bidding

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Syther

Doys were playing in Masimpur
field of Sylhet city Corporation
(SCC) in the afternoon. All of a
sudden, some people came with
shovels and asked them to leave.

They erected bamboo poles and
said there will be a cattle market in
the field. A short while later, some
cattle, kept nearby, were brought
andticed to the poles.

The Masimpur field was thus
turned into a makeshift canle

market Friday afternoon, allegedly
at the backing of some local
influentials.

Acting mayor of SCC Azam
expressed his utter disappoint-
ment over the matter.

The SCE had floated wender for
leasing the venue along with some
others,

“Idon't know who occupied the
field. However, an urgent letter had
been sent to the commissioner of
Sylhet Metropolitan Police for
taking legal steps against the illegal

oceupants”, SCC secretary said on
Saturday.

Local ward commissioner Haji
Faryuque Ahmed said, “T don't
know how the incident took
place”.

When asked yesterday how filed
was occupicd for cattle market
while the leasing process was going
on at 5CC office, officer-in-charge
of Sadar palice station Abdul Noor
siadd, “T also heard about this b
did not get any order to evict them
{occupiers)”.

PHOTO STAR

CAPTURED BEFORE TENDER: People engaged by some local influential persons sefting bamboo poles on
Masimpur field in Sylhet city, left, cattle brought there hurriedly for sale.

'Encourage women in shrimp

farming'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satlfiir

Speakers at a women Golda
(prawn) farmers rally yesterday
urged the authorities to formulate
a stratepy 1o encourage women in
itscultivationinsweetwiter.

They said Golda cultivation in
sweel water saves trees and paddy
fields in surrounding areas and
keep other fish spedies intact. Tt is
also profitable than shrimp cultiva-
tion, they added.

The rally was organised by local

NGO Women Job Creation Centre
in Tala upazila, ran by women. Trs
coordinator Ashrafunnahar Asha
presided over the rally held on its
office premisesin Tala,

Satkhira district fishery officer
Abdul Wadood and Tala upazila
fishery officials Akhtar Uddin and
Sohrab Hossain also attended.

Over 800 people, most of them
women including some women
Golda farmers, joined the rally, first
ofits kindinthe district.

The fisherv officials said Golda

cultivation in sweet water will
bring about a revalution in fish
cultivation in the country as it
could be spread without harming
the environment, Saline water
shrimp cultivation affects land,
theyadded.

Wadood said the country now
carng around Tk 1200 crore foreign
exchange annually from Satkhira by
cxporting shrimp and frozen foods”
This can be increased five times il
sweel water Golda cultivation can
hespread in the district, he said.

MOTHER, DAUGHTER MURDER IN BARISAL

Victims knew killers,

police say

Our CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

The sensational case of the murder
of housewife Kajal Begumn and her
school-going daughter in the city
has been handed over to Detective
Branch of Barisal Mctropolitan
Police (BMD).

The killers were known to the
victims and condition of the dead
bodies recovered on Friday morn-
ingsuggest that the double murder
happencd two days carlier,
Mahmudul Kabir Chowdhury,
assistant police commissioner of
DB of BMU said.

Arrested Habibur Rahman, who
works as caretaker and night guard of
theapartimentcomplex, Razia Palace
on Kalibari Road gave important
clues tothemurder, he said.

Sub inspector Gopal Chandra,
who conducted spot investigation
said the family's living standard is
not compatible with the legal
sources of incoine of Kajal's hus-
band Sohel.

Bodics of Kajal Begum, 34, and
her daughter Sathi Akhter, 14, were
recovered from their locked apart-
ment on West Kalibari Road on
Friday moming.

Indian govt to
rebuild 3
Sidr-hit villages .

Qur CORRESPONDENT, Putuakbali

Indian government will rebuild
three Sidr-hit villages and rehabili-
tate the victims in Patuakhali,

The disttict adminisitation has
started asurvey to assesstheirneeds.

Thevillages are Charkhaliin Deali
Subidkhali union in Mirzagonj
upazila, Jalalpul-Akkelpur in Nilgonj
union in Kalapaa upazila and Char
Gonga of Chotobaishdia union in
Galachipaupazila, District Relieland
Rehabilitation Officer {DRRO) Abduat
Maledg told thiscorrespondent.

The Indian government will
rehuild a1l infrastructures inchud-
ing: dwelling house for each family,
roads, bridgeandschool there.

VICTORY
DAY IN
PICTURES
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Clockwise from
Children's painting
competition in Bogra; a
human chain in Sylhet
and freedom fighters'
rally in Chandpur
district demanding trial
of war criminals; and
Victory Day march at
Mymensingh stadium.
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