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Turkish planes bomb
northern Iraqi villages

AP, Sulaimanivah

Twkish planes bombed noithemn
Irag on Sunday targeting Kurdish
rebels, in at least the second such
operation thismonth even as Ankara
held back from launching a ground
assault.

"According to our preliminary
reports, eight Turkish warplanes
bombed some villages along the bor-
der near the Qandil monntaing early
today, " said Jabbar Yowar, spokesman
for the Iragi Kurdish militia that pro-
videssecuritvinnorthIrag.

In Ankara the Turkish ariny con-
firmed its warplanes had carmied out
air stnkes on Turkish Kuidish rebel
targetsinnorthernirag.

The planeshitthe "regions of Zap,
Hakurk and Avasin as well as the
Qandil mountains”, the general stafi
said inastatement.

The tebel Kurdistan Workers'
Party (PKK), which has waged a
deadly insurgency in southeastern
Turkey since 19684, mamtains a net-
work of rear-hases in the rugged
Qandil mountains near where the
borders of Trag, Iran and Turkey
mieet.

The rebel group itself said the
strikes lasted cight hours,

A air strike by scores of war-
planes and artillery artacks took
place: against PKE positions,” the
group said ina brief staternent on its
Intemet site, adding that a detailed
accountwould follow.

The PKK, withoul giving a casu-
alty toll, said the mid followed a
month of reconnaissance flights by
LIS planes.

The Turkish military said the
bombardment began at 100 am
(2300 GMTY and all its afreraft had

returned safely 1 base by 4:15 am
(0215 GMT). Artllery continued 1o
pound the tarpets once the planes
hadlefi.

Turkey's television stations
reported that between 20 and 50
planestook partinthe strike,

The Anatolia news agency said

many F-16 ighter jets”, equipped o
carry out night-time missions, wok
off from a base in Divarbakir prov-
ince in southeastern Torkey and
returnedaboutthree s Tater,

The military sitessed  that the
raids targeted the PRE, not Tragi
Kurds.

Turkish Deputy Prime Minister
Cemil Cicek warned Ankara would
carry out more cross-border strikes,
ifnecessary,

"Such operations will continue
if meed be” the Anatolia news
agency quoted him as saying,

FHOT AFP

This aerial photograph taken on Saturday shows the town of Pekan, located in central Pahang stale, submerged in
floodwaters. Flooding in Malaysia have killed 21 people and left more than 29,000 people homeless as rising waters
sealed off major roads inthe country, reports said Sunday.

Climate deal runs into
trouble with US

AP, Nusa Dun

A hard-fought deal fixing a 2009
deadline for a new treay 1 tackle
global warming ran straight into
trouble vesterday with the United
States voicing Jserions concerns”
OVET LS PIOvVISIOnS.

As negotiators headed home
after two weeks of intense hageling,
the White House complained tha
the agreement did not do enough to
commit major emerging cconomies

such as Ching and India 1o big cuts
in greenhouse gas emissions.

It underlined lingering division
over how to confront the perils of
global warming, which scientists
warn will put millions of people at
risk of hunger, homelessness and
disease by the end of the cemury i
temperatures keep rising at current
rates.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon, who flew to the Indonesian
island of Bali for a late appeal for
flexibility, praised the agreement as
a "pivotal first step” 1o tackle what

he called "the defining challenge of
ourtime.”

With the deal, the surmmit of 1490
nations lunched a process to nego-
tiate a new treaty for when the UN
Kvoto Protocol’s pledges on slash-
ing greenhouse gas emissions
expirein 2012,

"Last night in Bali the world
community decided to take a bold
step into the future,” Avstralian
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, who
came 1o power last month and
swiftlvreversed the country’s previ-
ous stance by ratifying Kyoto, said in
Brisbane. "Butit'sonlyonestep and
we'vegotalong, longway togo.”

Furopean nations and environ-
mentalists broadly welcomed the
move, although itdid not go as far as
miany had wished by failing 1o spec-
ifyamy targets for slashing the emis-
sionshlamed{or global warming,

An isolated US delegation had
backed down during an unplanned
1ath day of talks and said it would
finally accept the deal, but hours
later US President George W, Bush's

admimstration appeared to take a
stephack,

The White Howse said any Kyoto
successor reaty must acknowledge
a country's sovereign right to pur-
sue economic growth and energy
SeCUTity,

S Africa's ANC
opens
leadership
conference

AEP, Pololuane

Aconference of South Africa’s ruling
ANC which could see President
Thabo Mbekitoppled as partyleader
was formally opened in thenorthem
city of Pololkwane on Sunday.

"Comrades, 1 call 10 order the
S2nd conference of the African
National Congress,” ANC chairman
MosiuoaLekotatold delegates.

Mbeki and his challenger ANC
deputy president Jacob Zuma were
both seated together on a podium at
the University of Limpopo where the
comference is heing staged over the
next live days,

Abu Sayyaf
leader killed

in Philippines
clash: Military

A¥P, Zamboanga

A senior Islamic militant, wanied

| | by the UUS government, has been

killed ina clash with the Philippine
military in the nation's restive
south, an official said Supday.

Abdul Mubin Sakandal, aleader
of the al-Qaeda-linked Abu Sayval
group, was killed during a joini
navy and marine operation on the
remote island of Tawi-Tawi, a
military official said.

Sakandal, also known as
Abdurajak Mobin, had allegedly
helped earry out a string of high-
profile kidnappings of foreigners
from resort islarmds in neighbour-
ing Malaysia and from the
Philippineisle of Palawan.

'Quarter of Israeli
troops in West
Bank witness

to abuse'

AEP, Jernsalem

Onein four of Istacli troops serving
at the hundreds of checkpoints
acrass the occupied West Bank
have cengaged in or witnessed
abuse of Palestinians, an, army-
commussioned survey satd vesier-
day.

‘Iwdnty-ive percent of respon- '

dents said they had either taken
part in, seen or heard about from
colleagues aboutacts thatincluded
cither physical or verbal abuse at
the more than 500 roadblocks
dotting the territory, said the report
quoted by army officials and
medid

hits the newsstand on Monday, 17 December 2007.
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An African Union Mission in the Sudan (AMIS) peacekeeper from South Africa
mans the gun on a Mamba fighting vehicle before sunrise Saturday at the
Mission's base in the north Darfurian town of Kutum. The UN's Human Rights
Council sought to pressure Sudan to prosecute those responsible for atrocities
in Darfur and renewed the mandate forits special rapporteurinthe African nation.

World powers gather
in Paris to bankroll
Palestinian state

AFP, Paris

Major powers and key donors meet
in Pars today for a conference
aimed at raising billions of dollars o
help the emergence of a viable
alestinian state and give political
impetus to the newly-relaunched
peaee process with Israel,

Ninety international delegations
are expected at the one-day
Conference of Donors for a
Tlestinian State, the higeest of 1.
kindsinece 1996, which aims to shore
up the process jumpstarted in the
US citv of Annapolislastmonth,

Palestinian president Mahrd
Abhas s seeking 5.6 billion dollars
{3.85 billion curos) spread over 2008
16 2010 for an ambitious develop-
ment plan o underwritea promised
state and tackle economic hardship
in the Palestinian territorics.

The United States s ready to
pledge more than 500 million dol-
Taes, officials inWashington said,

Delegates gathering for the
aceasion nclude TN Secretary
Ceneral Ban Ki-maoon, US Seeretary

of Sune Condoleszra Rice and
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Faviow
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