No celebration
till war criminals
punished

Say families of
Birshreshthas
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The families of the seven :
Birshreshthas yesicrday said they :
would never be able to celebrate

the victory wholeheartedly until
thewar criminals are punished.

"The wounds inflicted on us 36 :
years ago get stimulated again -

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Form tribunal
or face public

wrath
Sector commanders

ask govt
STAIT CORRESPONDENT

The sector commanders of the
Liberation War yesterday strongly
demanded that the caretaker
government form a special tribunal

for trying the war criminals before -

facing the wrath of the people.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Human chain
demands trial

STAR REPORT

Hundreds of people from all walks
of life formed a human chain on
Dhaka University campus yester-
day, the Victory Day, demanding
trial of the war criminals.

SEE PAGE 15COL 1
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- sacrificed their lives
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Mokidunnesa, mother of Birshreshtha Munshi Abdur Rob, places wreath at National Memorial at Savar yesterday in
tribute to the countless martyrs on the occasion of Victory Day, This was herfirst visit there.

V-Day celebrated

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The nation celebrated 36 years of
independence yesterday, saluting
the gallant sons and daughters of
the soil who had unflinchingly
‘in the
Liberation War of 1971 to translate
the national dream of an inde-
pendent motherland into areality.
Imbued with the spirit of inde-

: pendence, thousands of people
- congregated at the National

Memorial in Savar to pay their

homage to the liberation war mar-
tyrs amid growing demands for
trial of the war criminals.

Because of the prevailing state
of emergency, the celebration was
on a rather limited scale this year,
which began with 31 gun salutes at
dawnin thecapital.

President Tnjuddin Ahmed set
off the official commemoration by
placing a wreath at the National
Memorial in the moming, followed
by Chiel Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed,

They stood in solemm silence for
a few minutes there showing
respect to the liberation war mar-
tyrs while the last post was being
played through bugles.

A contingent drawn from the
three armed forces performed a
guard of honour as a mark of
respect to the martyred freedom
fighters.

Speaker Jamiruddin Sircar
along with Deputy Speaker Akhter
Hamid Siddigui, Chiel Justice Md

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

PATEL ON GOVT'S PERFORMANCE

Some concerns matched
by major achievements

ASHIAQ WARES KHAN

World BankVice-president Praful C
Pate] said the resulis of the care-
taker government's performance
over the past year are mixed, with
some concerns matched by major
achievermnents in anti-corruption
andinstitutional reforms.

In an interview with The Daily
Star he also said Bangladesh is still
on course 10 become a middle-

Praful C Patel

income country by 2006 despite
multiple floods, Cyvclone Sidr, and
the various economic shocks from
the anti-corruption drive and
wide-ranging institutional
reflorms.

But, he said a number of con-
straints have held back the govern-
ment's performance, such us a lack
of a clear constitutional mandate
making the government rather

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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8 still missing as
relatives wait
outside Rangs

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Although it was the eightl day into
the collapse of the upper floors of
Rangs Bhaban in the capital, rela-
tives of the remaining trapped
demalition workers who are surely
dead by now according to experts,
were seen waiting still {or the bod-
iesoftheirloved ones yesterday.
Rajdhani Unnvan Kariripakkha
(Rajuk], the government ageney
which is in charge of the rescue
operation, could not recover any
body from the building yesterday.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6 |
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INVITATION TO ANTI-LIBERATION FORCES

War heroes, most
political parties skip
president's party

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The major political parties, socio-
cultural organisations and war
heroes vesterday boycotted the
Victory Day reception at the
Bangabhaban 1o protest invitation
to the anti-liberation forces,

None from Awami League (AL),
Jatiya Party (JP), Liberal Democratic
party (LDP), Bikalpa Dhara
Bangladesh (BDB), Workers Party,
Communist Party of Bangladesh
(CPB), Jativa Samajtantrik Dal (1SD)
and newly formed Bangladesh
Kalyan Party leaders showed up at

the party hosted by President
Tajuddin Ahmed and his wile
Anwara Begum.

Besides, the sector command-
ers and freedom fighters stayed
away from the gathering as part of
their earlicr announcement that
they would not participate in any
state programme having anti-
liberation elements including
leaders of Jamaat-e-Tslami
Bangladesh, the party that had
opposed the Liberation War and
worked as the auxiliary force of the
occupying Pakistanarmy.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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Eid tickets Vanished

STArY CORRESPONDENT

Unavailability of tickets of buses,
trains and launches has as usual
caused suffering to many city
dwellers ahead of Eid-ul-Azha as
almost all tickets for three days
before the vacation starts have
alreadybeen sold out.

Many people, who wish to
spend their Eid holidays with near
oncs, were looking for advance
tickets on Deecember 19 and 20 at
the Kamalapur Railway Station,
major bus terminals including
Gabtali, and Sadarghat Launch
Terminal yesterday but failed to get
tickets.

"Twas fortunate I got four tickets
on December 14 after standing in
the quene for 12 hours. But today 1
have not got any as they said all
tickets have been sold,” Brac staff
Khalilur Rahman said yesterday at
Kamalapur Railway Station. He still

needs one ticket to ensure that all
his family members can go to their
Syedpurhome.

There are allegations that a
section of staff at the railway sta-
tions, bus and launch terminals
haskepta good number ofadvance
tickets, especially of luxurious
buses and launch cabins, to cam
quick bucks on the eve of the Iid
vacation starting on December 20,

Station and terminal authorities
said the advance tickets had
exhausted around seven days ago.

The homebound people also
alleged that they had to pay extra
Tk 50-100 for cach bus ticket and
almost double for each launch
cabin from December 11 to
December 20.

Launch passengers said they
usually pay Tk 60-100 for a seat on
the deck depending on the quality
of the launch on Dhaka-Barisal

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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AsiaNation; the ultimate house
party that showcases the best~
DJs of Asia, is taking place in
Bangkok this January! You could
“party tothe trbal tech-house
- spinning of D] Gabriel, one of

the best DIs of Asia

The hottest

treatement - fﬂus, all expanse
» paid: you could be the one

What's more, you could also
Win.a Nokia phone and
-accessoriesfor free |

Dhaka: Shoppers World, Gulsnan 1 ETC - Dhanmondi ® ETC - Gulshan ® Fairooz Trade International, Orchard Point, Dhanmondi  Mobile World, Bashundhara City  Nokia Electronics, Eastern Plaza ® Joya Telecom, Eastern

Plaza o Pearl Flectronics,

Eastern Plus Shopping Complex * LieonTelecom, Greatwall Super Market « General Cnterprise, B.BMational Stadium = Grameen Telecom Sales Center, Grameen Bank Bhaban, Mirpur-2
= Darpan Telecom, Bashundhara City @ Onix Electronics, B,8 Stadium * Telesens, Motifheel = Sikder Flectronics, Bashundhara City = Nabila Electronics, Baitul Mukarram = Sharp Display Centre, Eastern Plaza » Green Telecom,
Gulshan 2« Al-lslam Mobile Garden-1, Fastern Plaza » N Ahmed, Greatwall Super Market © Telemedia, Nazimuddin Road, Lalbag ® Western Telecom, Bashundhara Gty # Telesens, Bashundhara Gty » Samsung Watch Mobile,
Bashundhara Gty * Best Way, Bashundhara City » Hedtro Heaven, Bashundhara Gty = Star Plus, Joy Kali Temple, Wari ® Star Tel, Fakirapool ® Akram Telecom, Baitul Mukarram s Telenor, Greatwall Super Market

® Easy Mobile, Taj Maiset, Jatrabari = CGity Telecom, Patuatuli » Hossain Electronics, BB, National Stadium = 1 Phone, Motijhieel (f A = Prime Electronics, Baitul Mukarram « Mobile Weorld

1, Taj Market, Jatrabari 5.1, Telecom, -| .

Fakirapool = Tnfosys, 51 Motithee! (/4 » Nala Flectranics, Baitul Mukarram © Sarker Electronics, North Tower, Uttara © New Asian Tel, Bashundhara City » Nokia Telecom, Eastern Plaza Chittagong: Radionics, Sanmar Ocean [;d
Gty = Jam Telecom and  Flectronics, Sanmar Otean Gty ® Mohile Link, New Market ® Chittagong Flectronics, New Market » NP0 Air Tel, Doublemuring ® Optima, Panchlaish Naravangani: Mobile Hut, Mark Tower [
® Mobile Choice- 2, Mark Tower © The Mobile G, Mark Tower Rajshahi: Rain Communication, Boalia ® Mobile Manet, Boalia Jessore: Sajid Watch & Radio Co. » Jessore Telocom Sylhet: '\tm Tel - 3, Chauhatta Narail: Hello 2
Prithihi }'lm.‘.llpur Jannat [nlumtw Bogra: New Sarkes Mobile Center, New HMarket I’antiput Ilellu!antlpuf



