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Climate deal sealed
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figures as a target for slashing green-
housegasemissions.

The deal instead only makes an
indirect reference to scientists' warn-
ings that the world must sharply cut
back its emissions to prevent what
could be a catastrophicrise in temper-
anures,

But after the summit went into an
unscheduled 13th day of talks, the
United States said it would not accept
the statement as it wanted developing
countries such as fast-growing China
tomake toughercommitments,

The senior US negotiator, Paula
Dobriansky, said she had heard "many
strong statements from many major
developing country leaders on a
greater role in helping to address
urgentlythisglobal problem.”

It "doesn't seem it's going to be
reflected in our outcome here in the
declaration,” she said, explaining why
the United Stateswould reject the draft.

Dobriansky was loudly booed by
other delegations, and a US environ-
mental activist representing Papua
New Guinea said to rousing cheers: "[f
you'renotwillingtolead, please getout
oftheway."

After repeated verbal lashings,
Dobriansky again took the micro-
phone and said that Washington
would "go forward and join consen-
sus," tothecheersofthe conference.

German Environment Minister
Sigmar Gabriel, a strong critic of US
President George W. Bush's climate
policy, said he was ready toask through
his mobile telephone for Chancellor
Angela Merkel to intervene with the
WhiteHouse.

"I had already typed the SMS after
Dobriansky's first statement but then [
wasabletocancelit," Gabriel said.

“Intheend, nobodywanted to have
a failure,” including the United States,
Gabrielsaid.

"We have achieved more than we
could have expected previously, butitis
less than what is needed to meet the
urgencyoftheproblern.”

The agreement came after extraor-
dinary scenes in which UN chief Ban
jetted in for a last-ditch appeal, the
UN's exhausted climate chief nearly
broke down in tears and conference
chair Indonesin apologised abjectly for
adisastrous procedural mix-up.

Rangs building
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Meantime, stinking bodies made
the air stuffy around Rangs
Bhaban yesterday noon where
passers-by were seen covering
their faces with handkerchiefs to
_ward ofi bad odour.

Farid's brother Murad Sheikh
identified his brother's barely
recognisable body at Dhaka
Medical College Haospital
morgue. Around 50 relatives who
were still hanging around the site
also rushed to the morgue as
police and rescuers did not allow
them tosee the body on thespot.

Meanwhile, relatives of the
dead labourers received the
bodies yesterday afternoon after
Rajuk authorities assured them of
handing over other bodies soon
afterrecovery.

Earlier on Friday relatives
refused to receive three bodies
belonging to labourers from
Faridpur, demanding handing
over of the bodies of 10 labourers
who they said hailed from the
same locality.

They said four of the five men
whose bodies have so far been
recovered and six of the seven
persons believed dead inside the
rubble hailed from Modhukhali
villagein Faridpur.

"What we witnessed today was an
incredibledrama, " said Alden Meyerof
the US-based Union of Concerned
Scientists.

"I've been following these negotia-
tions for 20 years and I've never seen
anythinglikeit."

Yvo de Boer, head of the UN
Framework Convention on Climate
Change, said the deal showed global
commitment and broke down the
divide between countries with Kyoto
obligationsand thosewithout.

"In that sense, what we're seeing
disappear here today is what [ would
call the Berlin Wall of climate change,”
hesaid.

Hans Verolme of conservation
group WWEF accused the world of
bowing to US pressureand removing a
scientific punch needed to fight global
WRITTINE.

Buthealso said the Bali talks would
inspire environmentalists and activist
nations until the end of Bush's man-
dateinfanuary2009.

"We have learned a historic lesson.
Ifyou expase to the world the dealings
oftheUnited States, theywill ultimately
backdown."

As activists mulled whether the US
U-turn was premeditated, US dele-
gates said they believed from the
reaction to their initial statement that
developed countries would be serious
aboutclimatechange.

"There is no question that we have
opened a new phase in moving for-
ward together,” said senior White
HouseaideJames Connaughton.,

Bush hasargued that Kyotois unfair
as it does not require fast-growing
emerging economies such as China,
the second largest emitter after the
United States, to meet targeted ernis-
sionscurbs.

1 killed, 12 hurt
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engineer Suruj and 10 to 12 work-
ers.

Rescuers from Fire Service and
Civil Defence rescued the trapped
workers. Of them, six critically
wounded were admitted to differ-
ent hospitals and clinics in Dhaka
and Narayanganj.

The injured who have been
identified so far are Akkas Ali
Akash, 34, Salahuddin, 40,
Solaiman, 40, Shahadat, 35, Kabir,
35, Kuddus Sarder, 45, Billal, 27,
and Hannan, 21.

The CNG station was being
constructed filling up a pond at
Kanchpur on Dhaka-Sylhet
Highway. Local Jubo Dal leaders
Alauddin and Salahuddin were
awarded the construction work.

Fire ‘service officials primarily
suspected that low quality con-
struction materials and faulty

 construction work led to the fatal

collapse.

Huji man held
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Mufti Hannan, the main accused
of the grenade attack on Sheikh
Hasina's meeting in the capital
on August21, 2004,

Acting on a tip-off, Rab mem-
bers raided the village at around
11:00pm and arrested him at a
house. They recovered one
revolver, one bullet, two Indian
mobile phone sets and two air
tickets from his possession,

Madina was arrested following
Mufti Hanna's statement over his
(Madina) involvement in the
Udichi concert bombing in
Jessore and plotting the abortive
bomb attack on former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina at
Kotalipara in Gopalganj, Rab
sources said.

Draft coal policy
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will evaluate and adjust the royalty
issue in the future. Other stake-
holders of the coal sector would
participate insuch a committee.

The committee also deleted a
part of the draft policy that bars
giving any tax holiday to a mining
company. Instead, it left the matter
to the government to decide on
suchakindofincentive.

The policy promotes the con-
cept of creation of a national coal
body, which may be named "Coal
Bangla", to spearhead coal mining.

Headed by ex-VC of BUET Prof
Abdul Matin Patwari, the commit-
tee also feels that the government,
through the Petrobangla and pri-
vate partnership, may spearhead
one such open pit mine as a test
case.

Petrobanglalast yearapplied for
a licence to explore the Dighipara
mine. Once the Bureau of Mining
Development (BMD) of the energy
ministry issues it a licence,
Petrobangla is expected to find a
strategic partner from foreign or
private coal developers.

The policy does not restrict
open pit mining, as was initially
demanded by some pressure
groups. Instead, the policy identi-
fies mining methods as technical
issues that should be decided an
the basis of technical viability and
individual cases.

Though the committee believes
that quick action is required to tap
the coal resources as the country
faces a huge energy crisis from
2015, "its go-slow approach with
foreign and private investment
puts a burden on the government,”
said a committee member.

The committee report will be

_sent to the energy ministry, which

will then ke forwarded to the care-

taker government's cabinet for
approval and adoption.

The draft policy says that if
Bangladesh's GDP remains as low
as 5.5 per cent till 2025, the country
needs to generate19000 megawatt
ofadditional power. If the GDP is as
high as 8 per cent, it would need
41000 MW of power.

But at the same time,
Petrobangla has said that produc-
tion of gas -- which has been the
key source for power generation --
will start to decline from 2011, This
is where the country's coal
resources should playarole.

The policy adds that to meet
power demands in a GDP growth
rate scenario of 5.5 per cent,
Bangladesh will need 136 million
tons (mt) of coal till 2025, If the
GDP rate is 8 per cent, the country
willneed 450 mtofcoal.

The draft says that the country’s
four existing coalfields of
Barapukuria, Phulbari, Khalashpir
and Dighipara can cater to this
need till 2030 or so. Of these only
Dighipara is being mined at pres-
ent.

The country's lone coalmine is
an underground mine producing
around half a million ton of coal a
year. The financially troubled mine
may be able to produce up to one
million ton a year in a best-case
scendrio.

The committee on reviewing
coal policy was formed in June after
the sixth draft version of the
national coal policy drew vast
criticism for being self-
contradictory. It was also criticised
fornotbeinginvestment-friendly.

It held it's first meeting one
monthafterits formation.

President
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celebrate the Victory Day if any anti-
LiberationWar force is invited there.

These political and social bodies
include Awami League and its part-
ners in the 14-party alliance, Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal, Ekattorer Ghatok
Dalal Nirmul Committee, newly
formed Bangladesh Welfare Party,
and South Asian People's Union
against Fundamentalism and
Communalism.

Khandkar Delwar Hossain, secre-
tary general of BNP loyal to its
detained chairperson Khaleda Zia,
also refused the invitation tw the
Victory Day reception as he hasbeen
invited there as an individual, not the
partyofficebearer.

In October, Jamaat-e-Islami
Secretary General Ali Ahsan
Mojaheed and known Jamaat-
sympathiser and former Islami Bank
chairman Shah Abdul Hannan
described the Liberation War as a
"civil war". They also denied that
genocide took place in the country in
1971 and that war criminals exist in
the country.

Another Jamaat leader Abdul
Quader Mollah said many freedom
fighters took part in the Liberation
War to gain wealth and other oppor-
tunities,

"We will boycatt the reception at
Bangabhaban if any anti-Liberation
War force is present there,” former
army chief Lt Gen (retd) M Harun-ar-
Rashid told The Daily Star last night.

Lt Gen (retd) Mir Shawkat Ali,
commander of sector-5 in the
Liberation War in 1971, also
expressed his solidarity with the
view,

Rizvi Ahmed, BNP acting office
secretary, told The Daily Star that
inviting Delwar as an individual
rather than the party secretary gen-
eral is insulting for the leader.
"Delwar Hossain has refused the
invitation," said Rizvi.

The Awami League at its working
committee meeting also decided not
to attend the reception at
Bangabhaban if Jamaat leaders and
war criminals are invited there,

Bangladesh Welfare Party chief
Maj Gen (retd) Syed Mohammad
Ibrahim also refused to attend the
reception programme profesting
invitation to the anti-Liberation War
elements.

WB now pledges
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payingcloseattention to theissue,
"The government alone cannot

deal with a problem of such an enor-

mous magnitude,” the World Bank

VP said appealing to the interna-

tional community and the.

Bangladeshi people ta help the
country out of its economic chal-
lenges.

P:l[el also said climate change isa
massive problem for Bangladesh's
future which will severely affect the
country'sdevelopmentgoals.

He said it is imperative to incor-
porate the issue of climate change
into the mainstream development
agenda that would see 'climate
change adaptation strategy inte-
grated into all policy making and new
infrastructural decisions’,

CS Karim said Cyclone Sidr was a
wake-up call for Bangladesh for
building up its coastal defences and
to improve its adaptation strategies
for mitigating and adapting to the
climate change.

The WB is already working with
the government looking into coastal
zone management, the area most
vulnerable to the effects of climate
change. The programme includes
building an infrastructure which is
able to deal with the climate change
by design, strengthening the man-
agement of the mangrove forest, and
building cycloneshelters.

Patel added that the Bali confer-
ence proved that climate change is
also an economic concern in addi-
tion to being an environmental
prablem, requiring an economic
response too.

Asked about his discussion with
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
regarding his concemns on the gov-
ernment's capacity constraint, Patel
said it is a joint challenge to over-
come the administrative 'slow
down'.

He said the private sector and the
donors complained about the slow
decision making and implementa-
tion pracess in the civil service. But
he added that Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin informed him about the
povernment's plan to put in place
mechanisms to ensure speeding up
ofthe administrative processes.

CS Karim told journalists that the
administrative performance of the
government this year has been equal
to last year's, despite the wide-
ranging reforms undertaken by the
interim government.

Patel said the WB scaled up its
cyclone assistance to $325 million
from the initial pledge of $250 mil-
lion, with another $25 million
already requested by him after he
had seen firsthand the scale of the
damageinflicted by Sidr.

Immediate relief funds will get
$100 million, while $125 million will
g0 to supporting medium and long-
term managements, as articulated
bythechiefadviser.

The additional $100 million will
be available by April for livelihood
restoration, a fund which will be
generated jointly by the WB and the
newly created Global Facility for
Disasterand Recovery.

Patel complimented the govern-
ment on its disaster preparedness
and management during the recent
cyclone.

He also met Finance and
Planning Adviser M Azizul Islam,
senior government officials, devel-
opment partmers, and members of
the civil society during his three-day
visit.

Sector commanders
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united on this issue," Maj Gen
(retd) KM Shafiullah, commander
of Sector 3; told The Daily Star
yesterday.

It would be easier to prepare a
list of the collaborators than to list
all the freedom fighters, he
observed, adding: "Apart from
those who had acted against our
independence, all the people can
becalled freedom fighters."

Lt Gen (retd) Mir Shawkat Ali,
commander of Sector 5, estimates
that less than 2 percent of seven
crore people of the then
Bangladesh had acted against
independence ofthe nation.

"We need to prepare a list of the
freedom fighters who have been
maimed and are hard up and help
them. But what we need more is to
list the collaborators and bring
them totrial,” he said.

LISTS OF

FREEDOM FIGHTERS

Decrying the failure to prepare a
complete list of the freedom fight-
ers even after 36 years ofindepend-
ence, Air Vice Marshall (retd) AK
Khondoker, the deputy chief of
Liberation War forces, said "The
then government should have
finalised a complete list of freedom
fighters immediately after the
Liberation War as the sector com-
manders and the army headquar-
ters had the lists then."

Some 1.20 lakh people had
received arms training in India, he
said adding that scores others who
did not get any such training, also
took partin the war.

KM Shafiullah said that the first
certificates for the freedom fighters
were issued with the signature of
General MAG Osmani immediately
after the Liberation War. Those
weredistributed through the sector
commanders, headded.

"While preparing lists of free-
dom fighters later on, different
governments had made their own
men freedom fighters and included

themin thelists,” he observed.

Four separate lists have been
prepared since 1980, which are
incomplete, strewn with errors and
contain fake names, while many
real freedom fighters were left out,

Officials at liberation war affairs
ministry said the work on the first
list, "Muktijoddhader Jatiya Talika'
(national list of freedom fighters),
began in 1980 and continued
through 1986. The list has 1,02,458
narmes.

With the help of the Indian
authorities, Bangladesh Freedom
Fighters Welfare Trust prepared the
second list between 1988 and 1989,
The names of 69,833 freedom
fighters were recorded in this
effort.

In 1994-95, the then BNP gov-
ernment prepared the third list,
'Voter Suchak' (voter index), with
the names of some 86,000 people.

The Awami League government
during 1996-99, drew up the fourth
list, 'Mukti Barta'. Some 186,790
people were enrolled in three parts
of'Mukti Barta.'

Acknowledging that many
people have resorted to cheating
for registering their names
although they never fought against
the Pakistani accupation forces in
1971, many real freedom fighters
did not make it to the lists, the
liberation war affairs secretary had
observed on December9.

The caretaker government is
pondering about making a single
list with the names of the genuine
freedom fighters and including
those who remain left out, he had
added.

However, talking to The Daily
Star on Thursday, he said that the
decision to prepare the single list is
yetto be finalised.

Strongly demanding a single
complete list, AK Khondoker said,
"An authentic list can still be pre-
pared by checking with the sector
commanders, company and pla-
toon captains."

War criminals
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the war criminals only if it wants and
can punish them without facinglegal
hurdles as sufficient number of
evidence has been preserved by it.
The process of trial was halted in
1975 after the August 15changeover.
"The government has absolute
power to frame any sort of law to try
the war criminals. But it does not

“have such power in case of framing

any other law since it will be declared
void if it contradicts the constitu-
tion," Ghulam Rabbani, former
judge of Appellate Division ofthe 5C,
tald The Daily Star referring to Article
47 (3) ofthe constitution.

Former attorney general
Mahmudul Islam in his book 'Con-
stitutional Law of Bangladesh' said
that in 1973 the Constitution (First
Amendment) Act was passed insert-
ing Sub-article (3) in Article 47
wherebyanylaw providing fordeten-
tion and trial of war criminals was
keptout of the purview of provisions
of part 11 (of the constitution) relat-
ingtofundamental rights.

Anather jurist, Shahdeen Malik,
said even if there are legal difficulties
in brining the war criminals to trial,
these difficulties can be removed or
taken care of by promulgating ordi-
nance or enacting law under the
power given in Article 47 of the con-
stitution.

"Article 47 authorises the govern-
ment to take any legal measures for
trial of war criminals and these mea-
sures cannot be challenged as
unconstitutional,” he said explain-
ingthearticle.

Article 47 (3) of the Constitution
says, "Notwithstanding anything
contained in this Constitution, no
law norany provision thereof provid-
ing for detention, prosecution or
punishment of any person, who is a
member of any armed or defence or
auxiliaryforcesorwhaoisaprisonerof
war, for genocide, crimes against
hurnanity or war. crimes and other
crimes under international law shall
be deemed void or unlawful, or ever
to have become void or unlawful, on
the ground thatsuch lawor provision
of any such law is inconsistent with,
orrepugnant to any of the provisions
ofthis Constitution."”

Blocking the way for seeking
remedy on grounds of breaching
fundamental rights, Article 47-A
says, "In applicability of certain
articles,(1) The rights guaranteed
underarticle31. clauses (1) and (3) of
article 35 and article 44 shall not
apply to any person to whom a law
specified in clause (3) of article 47
applies.(2) Notwithstanding any-
thing contained in this Constitution,
no person to whomalawspecified in
clause (3) of article 47 applies shall
have the right to move the Supreme
Court for any of the remedies under
this Constitution."

On the right to protection of law,
Article 31 of the constitution says to
enjoythe protection of thelaw, and to
be treated in accordance with the
law, and only in accordance with the
law, is inalienable right of every
citizen, wherever he may be, and of
every other person for the time being
within Bangladesh, and in particular
no action detrimental to the life,
liberty, body, reputation or property
ofany person shall be taken exceptin
accordancewithlaw.

Article 35 of the constitution deals
with protection in respect of trial and
punishment and Clause (1) of the
article says no person shall be con-
victed of any offence except for
violation of a law in force at the time
of commission of the act charged as
an offence, nor be subjected to a

penalty greater than, or different
from that which might have been
inflicted under the law in force at the
time of the commission of the
offence.

Clause (3) of Article 35 says every
person accused of a criminal offence
shall have the right to a speedy and
public trial by an independent and
impartial court or Tl’thI[ldl estab-
lished by law. 2

Article 44 deals with enforcerment
of the fundamental rights. Clause (1)
of Article 44 says the right to move the
High Court Division [in accordance
with Clause (I)] of Article 102 for the
enforcement of the rights conferred
by this part is guaranteed and Clause
{2) says without prejudice to the
powers of the High Court Division
under Article 102, parliament may
empower any other court, within the
local limits of its jurisdiction, to
exercise allorany ofthose powers.

Legal experts said the govern-
ment of Bangabandhu in 1973
amended the constitution for the
first time to ensure trial of the war
criminals without facing any legal
hurdles.

The government framed the
Bangladesh Collaborators (Special
Tribunals) Order, 1972, and started
prosecution of the war criminals. But
the August 1975 changeover
changed the situation since the act
was revoked on Decemnber 31 that
year, burying the processoftrial.

Asked why the successive govern-
ments in the past did not make any
move to frame a law again under the
constitutional provision, the jurists
said they (governments) were busy
with their partisaninterests and tried
to win support of the anti-liberation
forces to grab state power. The suc-
cessive governments also politically
rehabilitated the notorious war
criminals by amending the constitu-
tion and destroying the ideals of the
LiberationWar.

Bodies formed
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The committees will work on six
sub-sectors--business entry and
operation, business finance, foreign
direct investment and investnent
promotion, total infrastructure and
facilities for the private sector devel-
opment, human skills develop-
ment, and monetary and fiscal
policy. They will fix the modalities
and terms of reference of the com-
mittees.

The private sector will submit
the names of their proposed repre-
sentatives within December 31 to
the Bangladesh Better Business
Forum secretariar, which is the
Board of Investment (Bol) with its
executive chairman as the forum
secretary.

The committees will recommend
measures to the forum, based on
which the forumwill act, Elahisaid.

On November 26, the current
caretaker government formed
Bangladesh Better Business Forum
to address the deterioration in confi-
dence among the business commu-
nity and improve interaction
between them and government
high-ups.

"We had a very poesitive discus-
sion. [ hope this public-private
partnership will contribute to
increased trade and business activi-
tes in the country,” said Anwar-ul-
Alam Chowdhury, president of
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association, who also
atrended the meeting.

V-Day back
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are yet to be fulfilled. A state of
uncertainty, caused by political
impasse, is prevailing in the coun-
try now. People hope that the lead-
ers will show respect to their senti-
mentand break the stalemate.

General AAK Niazi, who com-
manded the occupation forces,
surrendered on this day to the
Mitrabahini (freedom fighters) and
allied Indian forces at Suhrawardy
Udyan in Dhaka with 93,000 sol-
diers following a miserable defeat
in the March-to-December war.

President [ajuddin Ahmed will
lead the nation in paying glowing
tributes to the Liberation War
martyrs by placing wreaths at the
Mational Memorial at Savar in the
morning.

Immediately after the birth of
India and Pakistan in 1947, the
nation started experiencing with
awe the exploitation by the West
Pakistani leaders. The discontent
kept on mounting and saw. an
outburst when the Pakistan gov-
ernment tried to impose Urdu as
thestatelanguage.

The struggle for upholding the
dignity of the mother tongue
Bangla and the supreme sacrifice
made in the 1952 Language
Movement did not go in vain.
People of the then East Pakistan
found it to be the basis of a greater
movement forindependence.

As the exploitation and disre-
gard for people's rights climaxed,
Bangnbandﬁu in his historic
address at the March 7 rally at Race
Course {Suhrawardy Udyan) called
upon the people to resist Pakistani
rule.

“The struggle this time is the
struggle for our emancipation; the
struggle this time is the struggle for
independence,” he announced
making it a turning point in the
historyofthe nation.

Before his arrest in the early
hours of March 26, Bangabandhu
made the declaration for inde-
pendence. Major Ziaur Rahman
read out the declaration from
Kalurghat Radio Station two days
later.

Meanwhile, Pakistani forces
committed one of the cruellest
geno-.':ldE'i in human history by

pr indiscriminately the free-
dom-loving unarmed Bangalees in
the then East Pakistan starting on
March 26, 1971.

The Pakistani forces made an
attack on India on December 6 on
the pretext of assisting Bangladesh
cause, forcing them to retaliate.
Mitra Bahini (allied forces) was
formed.

With their defeat loomi “,_F q?:
the occupation forces ai ¥
their local collaborators -- Razakar,
Al-Badr and Al-Shams formed by

Jamaat-e- [slami -- abducted
frontline intellectuals and profes-
! sionals of the nation' aned:killet®

them, often after brutal torture, in
an effort to cripple the emerging
nation intellectually.

Today, the day dawns heralded
bya31-gunsalute.

It is a public holiday today. The
National Flag will be hoisted atop
all government, semi-government
and otherimportant buildings.

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed will place wreaths at the
National Memorial at Savar in the
early hours in homage to the mar-

s.

The president and the chief
adviser greeted the nation in sepa-
rate messageson the occasion.

Saying that time has come now
to make the democratic system
stronger and more effective, the
president urged all to work shoul-
der to shoulder to solve national
problems, and contribute from
their respective positions to build-
ing a happy and prosperous coun-
try.

The chief adviser called upon
the people irrespective of political
opinions and religious faiths to join
hands to build a “true welfare state”
accelerating the establishment of
rule of law, and socio-economic
development.

Social, political and other
organisations have chalked out
programmes to mark the occasion
withdaylong programmes.

Special prayers will be offered at
mosques, temples, churches and
other worship places, scckinﬁ
divine blessinFs for peace an
pru?r{:ss of the country.
Bangladesh Television, Bangladesh
Betar and private television chan-
nels will air special programmes
while newspapers will bring out
special supplements on the day.

Around 7,000 law enforcers
including police and Rapid Action
Battalion will keep strict vigil to
ensure peaceful observance of the
Victory Day programmes in the
capital and at the National
Memorial.

Major outage
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soon followed by the plants else-
where."

Ashuganj is a major power gener-
ation area having eight units. Five of
the units were producing over 575
MW when the national grid began to
have trouble at around 11:45am.
Three were already kept shut for
maintenance work.

Our Brahmanbaria correspon-
dent adds: A 35-MW power unit at
Ashuganjgotbackinoperationinthe
afternoon. But the other ones could
not resume functioning tll filing of
thereportat7:00pm.

Had the blackout not taken place,
the PDB would have supplied a
maximum of 3,430 MW yesterday,
leaving still a deﬁcit of around 200
MW. This is because several power
plants have lately been undergoing
overhaul.

The power demand shoots up o
5,200 MW during peak hours in most
of the times, while the PDB can
supply up to 4200 MW in best of its
times. Last month's cyclone had
damaged some transmission and
distribution lines leading to one of
the worst blackouts in the country’s
history.

Bird flu flares
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Pakistan on Saturday confirmed
the country's first death from the
bird flu virus, the health ministry
saidinastatement.

It said six people had been
infected with the H5N1 strain of
avian influenza, all of them in
North West Frontier Province,
which borders Afghanistan.

"Five of them have fully recov-
ered. One of the confirmed cases
died in hospital while his brother,
who could not be tested, has also
died," the ministry said.

In Myanmar a seven-year-old
girl has become the military-run
country's first confirmed human
case of bird flu, an official and the
World Health Organisation said
Saturday.

The girl was hospitalised in
eastern Shan state in late
November after developing fever
and headache, but was discharged
this week after showing signs of
recovery, the Myanmar health
official said.

"She is the first human case (of
bird flu)," the official from
Myanmar's livestock department
said.

Indonesia, the nation hardest
hit by the H5N1 virus, announced
its 93rd death on Friday. A 47-year-
old man died a day earlier in a
Jakarta hospital, said Health
Ministry spokesman Joko Suyono.
The man fell ill on Dec. 2 and was
admitted with flu-like symptoms,
becoming Indonesia's 115th per-
soninfected with the disease.

The World Health Organisation
also confirmed Myanmar's first
human case. A 7-year-old girl from
the eastern Shan State became ill
Nov. 21 in an area where poultry
outbreaks had earlier been
reported. She was hospitalised and
has since recovered.

The WHO hailed the secretive
country for its transparency and
swift action in alerting outside
health officials about the case.
Myanmar's ruling junta has been
under international fire since
September for killing and arresting
pro-democracy protesters, with
dissident groups putting the death
tollabout 200.

"They handled it very, very
well," said Shima Roy, spokes-
woman for WHO's regional office
in New Delhi. "They actually did
house-to-house surveillance,
especially in the area where there
had been an outbreak of avian
influenza in poultry.”

In China, the military in eastern
Nanjing banned the sale of poultry

wthissweek aftar<a, father-and son

‘came down with the disease earlier
this month. Health officials con-
firmed the 24-year-old man died
from the virus a day before his
father, 52, became sick. It was the
country's 17th bird fludeath.

The two were believed to have
eaten a traditional dish known as
"beggar's chicken," in which the
bird is wrapped in lotus leaves and
baked. However, the cause of infec-
tion remained unclear.

Most human cases have been
linked to contact with sick birds,
and experts say that no human bird
flu cases have ever been traced to
eating properly cooked poultry or
eggs.

The father is recovering after
taking the antiviral Tamiflu, said
Hans Troedsson, World Health
Organisation representative in
China. More than 80 people who
had contact with the family were
being monitored for symptoms.

Local animal health officials
said last week no H5N1 outbreaks
had been detected among the
province's poultry, but Troedsson
said sick birds typically are not
reported prior to human deaths in

Bhuiyan asks govt
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The BNP leader underscored the
need for self-criticism among the
political leaders so that the mis-
takes and wrongdoings committed
in the past could be corrected. "If
necessary we (the pulmcnns]
should seek apology to the people,”
he said.

"We could not continue democ-
racy and we the politicians are to
blame as we could not protect the
democratic institutions like the
Election Commission," Bhuiyan
observed.

Stressing the need for establish-
ing the spirit of Liberation War, Maj
(retd) Hafiz Uddin Ahmed, the
standing committee appointed
acting secretary general of the
party, observed that the history of
Liberation War has been distorted
and they tolerated itsilently.

He urged the partymen to
ensure unity and democracy in the
party.

"We will re-establish the ideol-
ogy of Ziaur Rahman in the party,”
Hafiz, who presided over the dis-
cussion meeting, said adding that
BNP should be purged of corrupt
elementsto bringdemaocracy in the
party.

He said that the reform proposal
by Mannan Bhuiyan is the reflec-
tion of the party councilors' opin-
ions. The proposal does not intend
to remove BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia from the party, Hafiz
added.

Maj (retd) Gen ZA Khan, an
adviser to the party chairperson,
said that they would not accepe
anybody's absolute power in the
party.

Among others, party standing
committee member Lt Gen (retd)
Mahbubur Rahman, Abdul Hakim,
Kazi Siraj, Tasmeen Rana, Nazir
Hossain, Tarique Shamsur Rahman
took part in the discussion con-
ducted by Monir Hossain, former
president of Chhatra Dal, Dhaka

University unit.

China asign the country's surveil-
lance systems need to be
improved.

The virus has killed 208 people
worldwide since it began ravaging
Asian poultry stocks in late 2003,
accordingto theWHO.

Scientists say it is impossible to
predict what the HSN1 virus will
do, but more bird flu outbreaks
often occur when temperatures
dropas wintersetsin.

Officials in Pakistan were inves-
tigating the country's first sus-
pected bird flu cases Friday after
two poultry farm workers died this
week after being hospitalised with
flu-like symptoms in Peshawar,
said Khushdil Khan, medical
superintendent of the Khyber
Teaching Hospital.

Blood samples were sent to the
Health Ministry in Islamabad for
testing, but the results have not
been confirmed, Khan said.
Pakistan has grappled with bird flu
outbreaks among poultry for the
past two years, but no human cases
have beenreported.

Meanwhile, the disease has
resurfaced in several provinces
across Vietnam in recent months,
killing or forcing the slaughter of
thousands of birds. So far, 46 peo-
ple have died from the virus
nationwide.

Hong Kong closed its famed Mai
Po bird sanctuary to the public for
three weeks starting Friday after a
wild gray heron discovered nearby
tested positive for the virus. Russia
and Poland also have experienced
recent outbreaks among poultry,
but neither have detected human
cases,

Musharraf
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slapped on the media. Public dem-
onstrations were also banned --
including rallies by political parties
ahead oftheelection.

Main opposition leader Benazir
Bhutto, a IFrmer premier who has
toyed with the idea of a power-
sharing arrangement with
Musharraf but now says she would
never serve under him, accused him
oftryingtosteal the January polls.

"The lifting of the emergency is a
good step but rigging of the elections
on a big scale is being planned,” she
said in the southwestern city of
Quetta, as her Pakistan Pcople's
Party geared up for post-emergency
campaigning.

Benazir Bhutta's PPP and the
party of another former premier,
Nawaz Sharif, are the chief rivals
contesting the election with
Musharraf’s PML-Q party.

Hours before the repeal,”
‘Musharrafissued a decree amending
the constitution that bans the
incoming parliament from any legal
challenges to his imposition emer-
gencyrule.

He also formally decreed thatall
presidential actions carried out
under the emergency were legal
and valid, and could not be subject
tochallengein thecourts.

He has also moved to handpick
the country's top judges. In a cere-
mony broadcastlive on state televi-
sion, Musharraf swore in Abdul
Hameed Dogar as the chief justice
of the Supreme Courr. after the
cme encywas lifted

istan's p.ldges and lawyers
h.we been at the heart of the coun-
try's political turmoil since March,
wr}ten Musharraf tried to suspend
Dogar's predecessor, [ftikhar
Mubammad Chaudhry.

That move, overturned by the
Supreme Court itself, led to mas-
sive street protests and started the
chain of events that led to the
emergency. Chaudhry is now
under house arrest.

Musharraf has also been bat-
tling a wave of violence, mostly
targeting the military, since an
army raid on a radical, pro-Taliban
mosque in July left about 100 peo-
pledead.

Around 700 people have been

killed in militant attacks this year,
and around 450 of those have come
since the raid. Five more soldiers
were killed in a suicide attack ear-
lier Saturday.
. Critics charge the emergency
was only cover for a purge of anti-
Musharraf ':Iudgcs who mlih[ have
entertained challenges to his con-
troversial October re-election.

With the judiciary cleansed of
opponents, the media expressly
forbidden to "defame" Musharraf
and the election campaign cur-
tailed by curbs on public rallies,
many of his opponents said lifting
the emergency was meaningless.

"Without the restoration of
judges who were working before
November 3, the revival of undi-
luted democracy and rule of law
will rerain an elusive dream for
lheEeuple of Pakistan," said Sharif
spokesman Siddiqul Farooq.

The final list of candidates for
the January election was due to be
released on Sunday.

Musharraf will be hoping for a
two-thirds majority in parliament
to block any further challenges to
his leadership, but a new poll pub-
lished in the New York Times this
week found two-thirds of
Pakistanis want him to resign.

It said any victory for the presi-
dent would be seen as evidence of
significant vote-rigging. Every
election in Pakistan since 1985 has
been marred by allegations of
massive fraud.

CA leaves
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Moeenwillalso bein the entourage
ofthe chicfadviser.

After performing hajj, the chief
adviser is expected to attend a
meeting of the Bangladesh com-
munity in Jeddah.

He is scheduled to return home
on December 24, according to an
official source,



