was é smaf! hand-cranked mechanical calculator introduced in 1948. It had an
compact desrgn, a small cy.".lndar that fit in the pa!m of the hand, r: could be vsed fo

irta was invented by Curf Herzstark while he was a prisoner in the
n!mﬂon camp. They were widely considered the best pansble calculators

i

EDWARD APURBA SINGHA
B Fyou ask a primary-school
student what they loathe

. most, the answer i$ probably
exam! You may well expect the
samge answer from a graduate
student,

Examinations are all about
proving the competency of a
learner. But it does not always
mirror the inner qualities of a
student. Our traditional educa-
tion system also develops a
mindset which makes the stu-
dents focus more on the exams
thanonlifeasitreallyis.

Students then lack practical
know-how ‘that the industries
mostly expect from them. In
order to overcome this setback,
some co-curricular activities are
playing a significant role in
bridging the gap between acade-
mmand mdustry

P{m;,ramming contest is such
a thing, which opens a new hori-
zon for the youngsters to exhibit
their creativity and potential. Itis
a'tsitlémm' etitlon,

“This }'ea_T):Bﬂst West University
(‘CWU) used a prestigious
programming contest, "ACM

ICPC Dhaka Regional 2007", on
Daqq mberfat Bangladesh China
Frie d him nnfercm.e Centre
(BC

The )\CM ICPC (International
Cuﬂegl 11%, Programming Con-
test)'is an 1BM -sponsored global
initiative qund the best coders.
Bangladcsh is a regular partici-
pant:in this event and has an
impressive track record aswell,

4 The 1CPC authorities have set

some Luidehnes for both the
contest and the contestants. A
upiversity team must come
through the régional contest to
qualify for the world final. Many
universities arrange local con-
tests in order to pick up contes-
tantsfor theregionallevel.

‘Only university students’ are
eligible to join this batde of cod-
ers, Each team comprises three

-members and needs to solve 10
‘given problems within five
hours. Programmers can use
programming languages such as
C, C++ or Java to solve the prob-
lems. PC Square softivare is used
to analyse the result. As soon as a
team solves a problem, a balloon
isattached tothelr desk.

“This year EWU organised the
contest after the fashion of the
world final that attracted talent
and showcased the nation's

¥

bt

capability to organise such a hi-
techinternational event.

Chief guest of the inaugural
ceremony and former chief
adviser Mohammad Habibur
Rahman stressed the need for
information technology in order
to foster the growth of modem
business activities. He also put
emphasis on inventing new-age
technology that in effect, will
enlighten the nation.

Jalaluddin Ahmed, president
of board of directors of EWU,
urged the young learners to work
rigorously so that they can
become expert and transform

the nation into a true knowledge-
based saciety.

Eighty-three teams from 31
local and one Chinese universi-
ties participated in this competi-
tion. EWU also opened the door
to college-level contestants and
four teams from different col-
leges added special attraction to
the talent contest. Chief judge
Prof Yafar Igbal of Shahjalal
University of Science and Tech-

nology (SUST) coordinated a:

teamn of 11 judges.

'Buet Sprinter’ team ranked
top, followed by Fudan Univer-
sity of China and EWU. The Buet

- A bird's eye view of a portion of coders at the ACM ICPC Dhaka Regional 2007 contest, top, programmers of Fudan
University of China engrossed in solving their problems, they secured the second position, bottom-left, and coders
attheinaugural session.

tearn solved seven problems out
of 10, Fudan University solved six
and EWU five.

Prof Zafar Igbal announced the
names of the winning teams. The
problem set was analysed by
Shahriar Manzoor, judging direc-
tor of this contest. Top 18 teams
were awarded prizesat thecontest.

Prof Nazrul Islam, chairman
of University Grants Commission
(UGC), was chief guest at the
award-giving ceremony and Prof
Mohammad Sharif, vice chancel-
lTor of EWU, presided over the
entire session, Dali Islam of IBM
was present as special guest at

giddes'h) renent]y

ed the Psssm».--" :

g _the r.m]ine virtual warld _Second

5T t-ha;,-; 10,000
peaplc are in Bali

heroes,

sions from air trnvel

Ience here or c}irfxate change 10

i - thxashmg out action '
b on glubal ‘warming, but ‘those
* ‘who couldn't make it in person.
' ‘are here virtually -- some in‘the!*
' form’ of dtagons and action |

.--'halr'to outﬁls beEtung actmn

g _hc webs:te has braught:
everyone : from a U$' I
n

anbhymous parlimpams h.a.lhng‘.”
i fnm_l Japan to’_I't_lrh]amSIalfg and’

gt Romama.

Semnd Life, whlch has dra“ml

-millions ‘of users since it was
created in 2003 by San Fran-
‘cisco-based Linden Labs, is a’
. fantasy land in which users.

mmglc under asqumed 1denn-
‘uesas avatars.”
‘While most delegates in Bah.

S '-up_t_,_fqr formal attire, users of the
€ site, www.oneclimate.net, pick
“land cut duwn on caxbun emiss’ 3y e P

“the virtual likeness of ‘their
- choice -- ranging [rom. purple.

hemes.

said

N

Danny Nelson, 64, a former
‘British journalist who conducts

‘theinterviews forthe webcast.

"Butthen1sawthe restilts. This '/
‘has the potential to bring in all -
sorts of people who never would |

' have'come to Bali unless they're -
' nu]]mnmnzsormNGOs.“hesald

One. person who uvsed the
websllc 1o get lhrough to Bali
‘was US Representative Edward
Markey, a leading critic of Presi-
‘dent George W. Bush's energy .
'policies which he accused of

Iworseningglobal warming. -
“Mhave teleported here over
| the Internet, as you can see, as an

avatar,” Markey said as he infro-

“‘duced his virtual persona -- a -
; mmparatively staid mumatlcn in

wlﬁchheappmredmsmtandue. s
"I believe that I am the first

ieinbies: of -the United Sfates

C.ung:ess ‘to, be introduced by

‘someone with a blue rlragon on’
" her shoulder," ithe Mﬁssachw .:'
S setisDemocratnuted

‘Markey said he had to stay in
Washmgmn to spearhead a clean |
netgy bill ‘in the Democratic-

~controlled Gongwss but wanted:
. to get: his' message out in Bah
s i f whexetalkshave deadlocked. -
The' mmtiy anonymous ava- ..
_tars type in questions and com-
: mentsata virtual arena in a daily

Jeffrey Allen, part ofthe team
uf two running the virtual space

 from Bali, admitted technology.
f webcast featuring real-world
.oﬁctalsand experts. .
' Madmitiwas abitofacynicat
first about these avatars. I just

~found it totally bizarre,”

“has not yet been perfected to

' ‘the ‘point that major interna-

ﬂnnai wnfuences could, be
cn"nducled pur(.ly in

: cybe:space.

PuSsa STAR

the ceremony.

Programming contest first
began here in 1992 and gained
momentum in 1996. ACM ICPC
Dhaka site kicked offin 1997 with
the initiative of Prof AL Haque of
North South University. 18 teams
from 11 institutions participated
in the contest that was held on
November 18, 1997. Buet team
‘Bengal Tigers' dominated the
contest. Buet students partici-
patedin the world finalin Atlanta
in the US on February 28 the
following year.

Buet's success increased the
programming contest craze and
at the same time added a new
dimension to computer science
education. Prof M Kaykobad of
Buet was selected as one of the
best coaches in the world finalin
2001. Another renowned name in
the country's. programming
contest history is Shahriar
Manzoor, From 2003 on, he has
been ajudgeintheworld final.

North South University (NSU)
and Buet successfully organised
the previous nine ACM ICPC
Dhaka site contests, NSU hosted
six contests and Buet three, EWU
got the nod from ACM ICPC
authorities to host the next three
contests from 2007 to 2009.

Apart frcﬁ: regular program-
ming contests, our programimers
also do better in online program-
ming contest. The virtual display.
of Bangladeshi flag on Valladolid
University's ACM chapter web
page is a witness to our global
emergence. 3

Until recently, all program-
ming contests in Bangladesh
were held in the closed environ-
ment of the host universities. But
this vear EWU broke this trend by
organising the programming
contest on the huge floor of
BCFCC. Tt gave the programmers
mental comfort and flexibility.

In addition, this event also
showcased state-of-the-art tech-
nology supported by Global
Brand to handle such mission-
critical activity. Contributipn of
print and electronic media also
helped the organisers dissemi-
nate the essence of this contest.

It's time Bangladesh shed
dependence on unskilled labour.
In this regard, we need to focus

on software industry. We get

many bright programmers
through each ACM ICPC contest
and it is high time we utilised
their tdlent to ensure our
strengthin the global T domain.
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" In‘-ff-li.gl?ﬂ:“
temptmg

- Berry and does it almost con-
. stantly. Hied

Unableto dusoclunngﬂighls._' :

- Adelman welcomes business
 trips as "an opportunity to

i decumpteﬁs a litte bit from the
. constant flow of e-mail, perhaps-'__ ;

. catchuponabook."
B

nvironmentsyou getin this day
and age," said Adclman, presi-

tion company for internet
domamniimes :

‘" An invasion of his Eanunary'

15 imminent, though, as airlines
“around the world would make
available in- ﬂight Intemet ser-
o vices. o
:On 'Ihesd.ay, IetBluc Ainva’ys
Corp. began oﬂ'enng e-mail and
instant messaging on one air-

. craft. Broader high-speed  ser-
~ vices, including Web surfing, are
i mmmenmyearonsnmeﬂlghts-

- of AMR Corp.'s American Air-
- lines, Virgin America and Alaska

i : AirGraupm:;. s AlaskaAitlines.

And in- ﬂlght cntcrtmmnent

_ ARREN Adelman g1
- colleagues know him -
‘as "Thumbs": Like
. manymmum'es he s adept at-
- checking e-mail on his Black--

~"It'sone of the fewdmmume- :

- dent and chief operating officer

- of GoDaddymmmc.,areg:lstra ; .Pm\'ldﬁr Panasonic A\ﬂomcs

access, which typically uses Wi-

nue and a competttrve edge
“against one another and over
;uamsbﬂsesa.ndautomublles '
'+ Frequentfliers said the temp-

.overwhelming, though they
-were divided over whether they

‘Brad Garlinghouse, senior vice president of v@h
capahimias ofa laptop durl inga media preview

Corp., a unitof Matsushita Elec- -

- tric Industrial Co., has been  ing

testing Internet offerings with
Australia's Qantas Airways Lid. ~ du
Other airlines are to inm ncxi

Auimes see airhorne. Intcmet X

Fi technology deemed safe for e
flights, as producing both reve- - Internetforawhile."" * -

Jon Carson, chief emmhvs
- with' online fundraising com-, ;
" pany cMarket Inc., said thal
between kids, meetings and

“electronic interruptions on the

. ground, "1 getsome of mybest .-
2 workdone onthe plane‘ ; :

tation to go online would be




