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Did U Know?

Gary Kasparov of Russia, the groatas!

chess player of all-ime, achieved Grand ||

Maslerslalus atage 17 (1980).

B ]

Makhaya Ntini
(South Africafastbowler)
“When I was growing up and herd-
ing we ysed to have a competition
when if you hit the cow's horns you
gotpuints, Inever missed.”
Whilerecalling his childhood.
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on runs
. CRICINFO, undated

A;nil Kumble is confident India can
beat Australia in the upcoming

' sexies ﬁﬂhe-hawmen perform the

. way they did during the previous
tourefngm;st!d Kumble, fresh
from' a 1:0 series win against

. Pak S.I,an;'l_l'_:,@s first assignment as
' Test cdptain, took heart from the
Linwhich Sri Lanka nearly
vn a target of more than
stAustralia in the second

§ artlastmonth.
e the potential to beat
cause we have the

batting line-up to put the runs on
board," he said during the
ofta special television
programine. "And once we have
the runs on the board, 1 believe we
have theability to get 20 wickets."
‘Kumble recently trumped
‘Mal_lendfnsingh Dhoni for the Test
‘captaincy, after Rahul Dravid and

Sachin Tendulkar had not wanted
the job. Athought the chance had
~ passed'me, I thought there was a

ce when Iwas vice-captain in

e

1996, said Kumble, adding that he
_;ﬁidn'f* PECt to be made captain
‘even as recently as two months
-ago. "When 1 became captain was
notinmycontrol, and1thinkit has
.gggnea righttime.”

.. In front of an audience which
_t_rqblt_‘:d;ﬁ:'mﬁnyof hisschool teach-

a great motivation.
0ld Kumble, whose
5 17 years and 121
aled that he had

ege professors, Kumble |

KV Cricket

TIGERCRICKET.COM, Hamilten

Getting used to a sleeping routine
is the first adjustment the
Bangladesh team have to make
here, Hamilton is seven hours
ahead of Dhakaand by the time the
eyes start getting dozy all of a
sudden you realise that its time to
train,

The Tigers practiced in two
groups on Friday. The first group
of players left their hote] by the
Waikato River for the Seddon
Park at 9:20am local time
(2:20am Bangladesh Standard
Time) while the second followed
an hour and a half later and most
of them spoke of some degree of
difficulty getting a decent sleep
the night before. But training
can't wait and there were three
separate nets, onc with the new
Bola bowling machine the Tigers
have carried to New Zealand, at
Seddon Park's practice area
ready for the batsmen. Also there
were local net bowlers some of
whom may feature in the
Northern Districts team that will
play two practice games against
the tourists on the December 16
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Tigers tune with
[time, pitch

and 18,

“The practice wickets are good.

They are a bit on the slower side
but have even bounce,” said Aftab
Ahmed after his firsthitin the nets.
“Ipulled alotof deliveries today
(Friday) and it felt pretty good
because the timing was there and
balls were hitting the right areas of

the bat. If the centre wickets are *

similar in character then we
should not have too many prob-
lems adjusting,” said all-rounder
Shakib Al Hasan who also found a
bit of turn while bowling his left-
armspinners,

The pacers too enjoyed the
natural zip when balls pitched ona
length. There was also fielding drill
side by side with the nets and after
lunch the day's programme
rounded offwith a gym session,

The weather in Hamilton has
been warm lately, unlike the
southern parts of the country and
the skies are expected to stay clear
over the weekend which means
Bangladesh's first warm-up game
on Sunday is not under any direct
threatfromelements.

Tomorrow the team will train at
Seddon Park from 1:55pm and
later in the afternoon the team for
the practice match is expected 10
benamed.,

chakri.com.bd

WARMING UP: Bangladesh vice-captain Mashrafe Bin Mortaza in his delive

Seddon Parkin Hamllton on Friday.
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ry stride as Syed Rasel (C) looks back af him during the Tigers' first practice at

Young batsman Marshall Ayub's
valiant 90 went down the drains as
Sri Lanka Under-195 levelled the
five-match limited-overs series
against Bangladesh ‘when the
visitors snatched a 14.1t in in
the second match at Bogra yester-
day. ‘ R,

The Bangladesh U-19s, who
won the first match by 13 runs,
skittled out for just 151 in the pen-
ultimate over of the 50-overs match
atthe Shaheed Chandu Stadium.

D Fernando and’ 81 Pathirana
shared eight wickets between them
as Bangladesh tittered and the
batsmenfailed to give Marshall any
supportafter an earlycollapse.

The hosts lost their first four
wickets with three runs on board
when man-of-the-match Marshall
stepped in but his 146-ball knock,
featuring four boundaries, was not
enough to pull Bangladesh off
troubledwaters. '~ &

Earlier, the inserted Lankans
were all out for 165/in 48.5 overs
with opener R Thirimanna (47) and
number six R Silva (42) dominating
thebatting, ~ e

Rubel Hossain captured 3-21
and Mahmudul Hasan 3-41 while
Nasir Hossain chipped in with a
coupleofwicketsfordz. =

The third match will be played
today. b i
SEE PAGE 18/COL 1

Shahjada rips Ctg

_ | SPORTS REPORTER

Rajshahi fast
bowler
Mohammad
Shahjada
L pdtli o] shone onia
rather slow opening day of the 9th
National Cricket Leaguc eighth
round at the Rajshahi Divisional
Stadium yesterday.
His four-wicket haul helped
“skittle Chittagong outfor 198 in the
first innings to which the hosts
replied with 24-2,
In Khulna, right-handed bats-
man Golam Rahman played a lone
hand to help visitors Sylhet reach
228-6while Dhaka crawled to 215-6
at close of play against Barisal at
theFatullah Cricket Stadium.

RAJSHAHI-CHITTAGONG
Coming in at first change after new
ball bowlers Alamgir Kabir and
Saiful Islam reduced Chittagong to
27-3, right-arm paceman Shahjada
got rid of heavy-scoring
Nazimuddinfor13.

Captain Ehsanul Haque and
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wicketkeeper-batsman Dhiman
Ghosh resurrected Chittagong's
innings, hitting half-centuries as
they shared a 116-run fifth wicket
stand. At that point, Dhiman had just
reached 50 0ff94 balls, buthis joywas
short-lived as Shahjada returned in
his second spéll to have him caught
behind by Khaled Mashud. Dhiman
struck nine boundaries in his two
hoursstayatthe crease.

Shahjada removed Ehsanul, 66
off 83 balls, four overs later in the
same manner and then clean
bowled Faisal Hossain as
Chittagong slipped back to trouble
and were eventually bowled out for
198 runs. Beside Shahjada’s efforts,
Saifulbagged three wickets.

Chittagong's new ball reply was
good too, as both Rajshahi openers
were sent back to the pavilion but
Farhad Hossain and Shakil Haider,
of Challengers Cup fame, survived
tostumpson 24 for two.

KHULNA-SYLHET

Sylhet opener Golam Rahman
carried his bat through the day. In
his. six-hour stay at the crease,

right-handed batsman Rahman
struck seven boundaries tomove to
78.

He found some support from
brother Golam Mabud, who struck
53 0ff119 balls with the help of nine
fours. The brothers shared 83 runs
forthefifthwicket.

Saif Mahmud was unbeaten on
5withRahman.

The hosts depleted bowling
attack did quite well as Aslam
Khan, Robiul Islam and Murad
Khan all took two wickets each.
BARISAL-DHAKA
Dhaka, who lost a few of their big
names to the Tigers tour to New
Zealand like Khulna, struggled
against Barisal's disciplined bowl-
ingattackon DayOne.

Precariously placed at 69-4,
Nadif Chowdhury and Mehrab
Hossain took Dhaka out of some
trouble with a 60-run fifth wicket
partnership. Nadif smashed two
sixes and four boundaries in his 33-
ball 39 while Mehrab contributed
33 off 78balls.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 6

Sultan's claims baseless,

tasteless: Tapan
BFF boss may resign today

m}'ootball_

SPORTS REPORTER

Sports Adviser Tapan Chowdhury
yesterday termed the allegations
made against him by Bangladesh
Football Federation (BFF) presi-
dent SASultanas 'baseless'.

The sports adviser also told
reporters during the prize giving
ceremony of the Victory Day judo
competitions that Sultan's remarks
against themediawas of 'badtaste’,

Sultan lodged complaints against
the sports adviser in a letter to the

National Sports Council chairman
and Army Chief General Mocen U
Ahmed on Thursday, sparking more
controversy as the contents of the
letter were published in most of
yesterday'snewspapers.

A war of words had begun
between the sports boss of the
country and the BFF chieflast week,
which led to Sultan’s outburst and
threatto resign fromhis post.

“1 had talked about the -poor
state of the game and the activities
of the BFE I never attacked anyone
personally. But he (Sultan) has
attacked me personally. This is
‘mindlessand cheap," Tapan told.

"The way the BFF has been
trying to form the DFAs will not
develop the game in the country.
We have always told that the feder-
ation and the government must co-
exist but the federation's explana-
tions regarding this have been
upsetting," headded.

Sultan claimed in his letter that
the sports adviser used his 'family’
TVchannel ETVtowage thewar.

"This thing about the TV chan-
nel is completely baseless,” said
Tapan, dismissing another accusa-
tion that he has avoided meeting
the BFF officials.

SEE PAGE 1B COL 5

Dilshan returns
to nat'l fold

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka have brought back mid-
dle-order batsman Tillekeratne
Dilshan for the third and final Test
against England startingin Galleon
Tuesday.

Dilshan, 31, who was ignored
for last month's tour of Australia,
replaces left-hand batsman Jehan
Dilshan, who failed in the first two
Testsagainst England.

Fastbowler ChanakaWelagedera
comes in for the injured Dilhara
Fernando as the home team's other
changeforthe match.

Sri Lanka lead 1-0 in the three-
match series after winning the first
Test in Kandy by 88 runs. The scc-
ond Test ended in a draw here on
Thursday.

SQUAD :
Mahela Jayawardene (captain),
Kumar Sangakkara, Michae]
Vandort, Upul Tharanga, Chamara
Silva, Prasanna Jayawardene
(wicketkeeper), Chaminda Vaas,
Muttiah Muralidaran, Lasith
Malinga, Sujeewa De Silva, Chanaka
Welagedera, Tillekeratne Dilshan,
Malinga Bandara.

Younis willing
to lead

CRICINFO, undated -

In a surprise change of heart,
Younis Khan has said he is now
willing to lead the Test side if the
Pakistan board asked him to do so.
Younis has long shown a reluc-
tance to lead Pakistan. He gave up
the captaincy - and swiftly took it
back - last year before the
Champions Trophy, and then
turned down the post again after
the CaribbeanWorld Cup this year,
And he was again an unwilling
stand-in captain after Shoaib
Malik's ankle injury ruled him out
of the last two Tests against India.
"If the board wants me to lead the
team, I can do it. But first we [him-
self and the officials) need to sit
down, discuss and finalise some
things,"Younis told PTI.
SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

PHOTO: STAR

Winhers of the Transcom Cup Golf tournament pose for photograph with chief guest Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal SM Ziaur Rahman and special guest Latifur
Rahman, Chairman and Managing Director of Transcom Limited, during the prize giving ceremon y atthe Kurmitola Golf Club yesterday.
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AFP, Adelaide

Ricky Ponting scored his 24th one-
day hundred and Adam Gilchrist
clubbed a ferocious half-century to
steer Australia to a convincing
seven-wicket win over New
Zealand in the opening Chappell-
Hadlee Trophy secries game on
Friday.

Skipper Ponting cruised to an

unbeaten 107 off 108 balls with 13

‘boundaries to glide Australia home

to victory with 45 balls to spare
after opening batsman Gilchrist
had crashed six fours and two sixes
inhis51 offjust 29 balls,

The Australians always were in
comrand, despitearain delay, and
polished off the runs with case to
take a one-nil lead in the best-of-
three series with the next match in
Sydney on Sunday.

Set 255 to win, Australia reached
the target for the loss of three wick-
etsinthe43rd over.

"We did a terrific job to keep
them to that total, I remember
looking at the board after 30 overs
and they were 2-149, we usually go

on a ratio of being able to double |

thatafter 30 overs,” Ponting said.

"For us to restrict them to only
another 100 was really where the
game turned inour favour,

"(Shaun) Tait got us a couple of
wickets in his sccond and third
spells, which was crucial a couple
of quite guick breakthroughs, and
that changed the momentum of
the game, and Gilly (Gilchrist)
came out and decided he was still
inTwenty20 mode.”

Gilchrist's breezy knock, while
considerably briefer than his cap-
tain’s, had a greater say in deciding
thematch.

Receiving a stroke of good for-
tune on 38 when he snicked Chris
Martin behind only to be reprieved
by umpire Mark Benson's call of
no-ball, Gilchrist played with
uninhibited freedom to virtually

.ﬁl(:ricket A

decide the contest.

. Gilchrist's exit, skying Martin to
‘cover, left Australia requiring a
mere fourmunsperover.

Ponting, Michael Clarke (48)
and Andrew Symonds (28 not out)
made light of the run chase despite
a48-minuterain delay.

Brendon McCullum fell four
runs short of his maiden one-day
century as New Zealand totalled

e i

254forsevenofisOovers.

The belligerent vﬂ]ckcﬂ»:cep ceeper-
batsman, opening the innings,
crashed 12 boundaries and a six off
103 balls before hie holed out to
Nathan Bracken ‘in the deep off
wrist-spinner Brad Hogg for 96
withafirstODI centurybeckoning.

The Black Caps, who won the
last Chappell-Hadlee series 3.0 at

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2
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THAT'S INTO THE GAP: Australia captain Ricky Ponting drives on the up
during his unbeaten century against New Zealand In the first one-day inter-

Transcom
Cup golf
held

SPORTS REPORTER

Sadat Mehdi clinched the men's
title while JS Yoon won the
women's crown in the Transcom
Cup Golf tournament at the
Kurmitola Golf Club yesterday.

A large number of participants
including high civil and military
officials took partin the prestigious
two-day meet sponsored by
Transcom Limited,

Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal SM
Ziaur Rahman inaugurated the
meet and later distributed prizes
among the winners as chicf guest.
Vice president of KGC Major

{ - General Shafiqul Islam and Latifur

Rahman, Chairman and Managing
Director of Transcom Limited,
attended the prize giving cere-
mony asspecial guests.

OTHER WINNERS

Senior winner (9 hole); Brig Gen
(rtd) Shahid Hasan Salim; Senior
winner (18 hole): CR Kim; Super
senior winner: Flight Lt (rtd)
Rahmat Ali; Junior winner: Master
ImrozFarhan.

Capello divid
opinion ’

ﬂ Football

AFP, London

Fabio Capello’'s impending
appointment as the new England
manager evoked mixed emotions
Friday as the stark reality of the
country's lack of home-grown
candidateshithome.

England's Football Association
(FA) on Thursday approved
Capello's appointment for a post
which has been vacant since Steve
McClaren was sacked in the wake of
England's failure to qualify for 2008.

Capello, who won nine league
titles in 15 seasons with four differ-
ent clubs in Italy and Spain, is
expected to be confirmed in the
post Friday once negotiations over
terms and the appointment of back
roomstaff have concluded.

However the FA's choice to
name the no-nonsense Italian has

‘prompted mixed emotions.

Former England captain Paul

Ince said Capellq'_g'-i?lhipe:leding
appointment s a "sad indictment
ofEnglishfootball”, =~

And Ince, now the manager at
League Two side MKDons, believes
the job should have gone to an
Englishman. o W

"It'sasad indictment on English
football that we've got to go ;ul
Europe for a manager,” Ince told
Saturday's Foo %HF cus
pmg;anﬁme according! !;i {

"We have got enotigh managess
in England thm:% dojust as
goodajob.” o R

He added: "In:E
we say you've got i
fications, you've |
you'vegottoget thi




