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President {qluddin Ahmed and Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed pay homage to the mar’qrrad intellectuals at the Martyred Intellectuals’ Memorial at Mirpu; inthe cnpital yesterday. Members of the Sector Commanders' Forum and others, third right, observe a two-minute silence at Rayer Bazar Martynad Imhlluctuals
Mausoleum on the day, while students march towards Mirpur demanding trial of the war criminals. AT
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LDCs should
upgrade IP

frameworks

“Debapriya tells WIPO
forum in Geneva
STAR REPORT

Least Developed Countries (LDCs)
like Bangladesh should actively
upgrade their legal and institu-
tional fi tks in intellectual
propeny ) in order to tuke
ndvamngmf the flexibilities
expected to be offered by theWTO.
The international community
also needs to support the efforts of
LDCs, sn d Dr Debapriya
Bhattacharya, Bangladesh's per-
manént re resentative 1o ''the
United Nations office in Geneva. -
"Once flexibilities are offered by
the WTO, LDCs would have to
comply with international IP stan-
dards,"” he said, adding, "Using [P
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Signs of compromise as
Bali talks miss deadline

AFP, Nusa Dua

US and European officials voiced
optimism Friday that they could
break through a logjam in how to
fight global warming, despite
missing a first deadline at a major
UN conferencein Bali.

Top negotiators from both the
United States and Germany, which
has made climate change a key
issue of its Group of Eight presi-
dency, said they were hopeful they
could eventually thrash outa deal.

I am "always optimistic. 1 think
we willhave an agreement," Harlan
Watson, US President George W.
Bush's senior climate negotiator,
told AFP on the sidelines of the
mecting on the tropical Indonesian
island.

Asked if an agreement would be

reached Friday, Watson said:
"These things tend to go on, but1'm
hopeful.”

The unofficial target of noon
(0400 GMT) had been set by Yvo de
Boer, head of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change
organising the conference, in a bid
tospurevents,

Delegates said there had been
good advances on some technical
matters and financial questions,
but no breakthrough on the key
dispute dividing the United States
from -the European Union and
developingcountrics,

The Bali summit's task is to
launch negotiations for a new pact
that will slash greenhouse gas
pollution after 2012, when current
commitments under the Kyoto
Protocol runout,

The European Union and devel-
oping countries want the text to

. mention an ambition that devel-

oped nations would cut by 25-40
percent by 2020 from 1390 levels
their greenhouse gas emissions
blamed for global warming.

The United States is opposed,
however, and delegates said its
position was shared by Canada,
Japan and Russia. The United
Statesis the only major economy to
reject the Kyoto Protocol, with
Bush arguingitis loo costly.

German Environment  Minister
Sigmar Gabriel said the conference
hadreached agreciment onavarietyof
issues including the transfer of green
technology to developingnations, but
that talks were going down 1o the wire
onanemissionsreference,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Release teachers,
students without
delay: Duta

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka University Teachers'
Association (Duta) yesterday reit-
erated its demand for withdrawal
of cases against thedetained teach-
ers and students of the university
and theirimmediate release.

The Duta renewed its demand
at a discussion marking the
Martyred Intellectuals’ Day at
Dhaka University Club in the cve-
ning, A one-minute silence was
observed at the meeting to pay
homage to the martyred intellectu-
als ‘

The tcachers’ body also
demanded | of the war crimi-
nals who killeti the intellectuals at
the fag end of the Liberation War in
1971.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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The Duta urged the government
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Fraud claims by opposition'
already cloud Pak election

Musharraf to lift state of emergency today .

Ar, A¥P, Islamabad

Less than a month before
Pakistan's election, the opposition
is already claiming it will be rigged,
pointing to a stacked judiciary,
media intimidation and ballot
papers that have allegedly been
pre-marked.

A flawed election could dash
Western hopes for a stable govern-
ment committed to battling

Islamic extremism. President
Pervez Musharraf determined to
showthatheissincere about bring-
ing democracy to Pakistan has
tried to blunt the opposition's
criticism by promising to lift a state
of emergency ahead of the January
Bvole.

He is also considering granting
opposition demands that he sus-
pend mayors to prevent them from
influencing the vote and scrap a

two-term limit for prime ministers,
Attorney General Malik
Mohammed Qayyum said Friday:
The Pakistan government
insists basic rights will be fully
restored for all people Saturday
when President Pervez Musharraf
lifts the controversial emergency
rule heimposedlast month,
Musharraf drew international
criticism for imposing a state of
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

SSKOP welcomes

‘move to review

wage board

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SHAL IEFN MOLLAH

It was love that parted school-
teacher Mahbuba Khanam from
her parents, With high hopes
disregarding her parents' opin-
ions she got married to a man six
years ago, and they had a happy
conjugal life until recently.

Now she lies on a hospital bed
in the Burn Unit of Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) with third degree burns
on aquarter of her body, inflicted
by the very man she had tied the
knotwithsolovingly.

"Mahbuba will have to
undergo treatment here for a
long time," according to Project
Director of the Burn Unit of
DMCH DrSamata Scn.

Lying on the hospital bed,
Mahbuba told The Daily Star that
her husband doused her with
petrol and set fire to her as she
tried to stop him from having an

_ extra marital affair with another
womarn.

She said five months ago
Anwar, her husband, resigned
from the army where he vsed to
work as a non-commissioned
soldier, and secttled at
Borhanuddin in Bhola. The
couple managed to set up a

- phone-fax centre which doubles
as a stationeries shop, named

Agonising tale of a
husband's brumluy

after their four-year old son SEE PAGE 15 COL 5
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Venue : Corona lndustnes Lfmited Sonargaon Narayanganj -
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We've Branch
Offices through out
the country and more
A\ Jthan ane hundred Dealers &
. Agenis fo provide after
sales-service and
100% oniginal spare parls
backup for proper maintenance.

Besides adsquate Bank Loan
facilily for purchase of
agricultural Equipments.

Mahbuba Khanam

Fahmudi, at the local bus stand.
They had to sell off Mahbuba's
jewelries to gather the required
capital.

Over the last few months
Mahbuba had been noticing a
change in Anwar. After her own
investigation, she found that her
husband had been in an extra
marital affair with another
woman living in Jessore,
Mahbuba said. Since the star-
tling revelation, the couple had
been quarrelling most of the
time.

Speaking about her experi-
ence of the last five fnonths,
Mahbuba said, "On November
23 night, Anwar beat me merci-
lessly leaving me badly bruised.
And then he put salt on my
bruises.”

In the morning of November
24, Mahbuba went to their shop

Swiss, ROK aid
for cyclone,
flood victims

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Switzerland Thursday provided an
additional $3.6 million for emer-
gency cyclone assistance and post-
flood rehabilitation programmes,
while South Korea donated
§300,000 as immediate lifesaving

assistance for the Sidrvictims.
S0S Children's Village
International in Bangladesh
donated Tk 68.05 lakh for the
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Welcoming the government move
to form a review committee on the
just-declared Sixth Wage Board
Award, Sangbadik-Sramik-
Karmachari Oikya Parishad
(SSKOP) yesterday said they had
sent a memorandum to the chief
adviser and the information secre-
tary on Thursday to remove anom-
alies in theaward.

In a joint statement, the oikya
parishad expressed the Hope that
the government will remove anom-
alies in the Wage Board Award

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

POST-SIDR SUNDARBANS

Fear of loan sharks
haunts fishermen

HASAN JaHID TUSHER, back from

Sundarbeirns

Fishermen in the chars of the
Sundarbans region anticipate
insufficient catch this year as many
have not returned to the trade
following the devastation of
cyclone Sidr.

They fear this will ultimately
leave them unable to pay their
loans taken from local fish traders
onhighinterest.

Cyclone Sidr washed away
almost cverything, including
houses, nets, boats and ‘other
necessary bclonglnsa of these
fishermen on ninefslands, But they
are beginning life afresh, building
houses and repairing boats and
nets,

Talking to The Daily Star, fisher-
men and fish traders demanded
that the government build perma-
nent houses for the fishermen and.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Buy a Nokia N81
and rock your way to 2 of the world’s largest
music and arts festivals in the US and UK.

Get achance to/take a friend to parly with thousands of fans:at

the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival in'the USA and the
Glastonbury Festival of Contemporary Performing Arts 2008 in the
UK!'So catch the biggest stars in action with this smashing
all-expense paid trp worth USS:20,000.

What's more, you could win another N81 for free!

www.nseres.com/digitalplayzone

For details on how to enter and win, visit
the NB1 Kiosk al Bashundhara' Shopping
Gomplex groundfloor (bebind escalators),
op visit anyone of the outlets listed below

NOKIA
Nseries




