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Fabio Cap' '8 appointment as
England's coach is expected 1o be
confirmed, : face-to-face talks
with'the Ft:mhﬂl Association chicf
executive, Brian Barwick on
Wednesday ' concluded with the
Italian agreeing in principle to
succeed Steve McClaren.

The former Milan coach has not
formally been offered the post but,
subject to approval from the FA
board 'and final negotiations
between the FA and his advisers,
his appointment appears a formal-
ity. He returned to Italy last night to
fulfil a prior commitment having

* arrived ecarlier in the day for three
hours ‘of tﬂ]kﬁ at Wembley with
Barwick and the FA's director of
football, Trevor Brooking, which
left both parties in little doubt that
aformal agraemem can bereached
rapidly.

Capello's' son Pierfilippo and
another lawyer representing the
Italian remained in London last
nightto work through the fine print
of his contract, thought 1o be a 2%-
syear deal warth about 4m pounds a
year, with the FA's company secre-
tary, Simon Johnson.

The FA's director of communi-
cations, Adrian Bevington, con-
firmed that talks had tken place
and had gane well. "I'm pleased to
say that these discussions were
extremely positive and without any
pmhlcms, ‘he said. "Fabio has

aly to honour a prior

commitment. Understandably,
further talks are now taking place
between Fabio's advisers and
ourselves.”

Barwick is expected to propose
Capelloformally to the PA board via
a conference call today. The board
retains the power to veto any
appointment but key board mem-
bers, including the Manchester
United chief executive, David Gill,
Sir Dave Richards and Lord
Mawhinney, have been kept
informed throughout the process
and itis highly unlikely there willbe
anyobjections,

The FA party was hugely
impressed by Capello's plans for the
joband the freshness of his ideas for
the first-team set-up. And he made
it clear to his advisers that he was
similarly enthusiastic about the
opportunity beingoffered tohim.

One of his first tasks will be to
ensure the players perform as well
for the national team as they do for
their club sides. "How can players
of the leve] of (David] Beckham or
[Michael] Owen have perfor-
mances so different when they play
for their national team?" Capello
said,

"It's clear the shirt is very heavy
even for those great champions.
The manager has a fundamental
role to play in this situation. He has
to be more of a psychologist than a
tactician, It's clear they have a
mental block, otherwise how can
you explain their elimination from
Euro 20087""

Sources close to Capello indi-
cated that his assistant is likely to
be Italo Galbiati, who has been at
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his sidein all four of his club jobs at
Milan, Roma, Juventus and Real
Madrid. The goalkeeping coach
Franco Tancredi, is also favoured,
as is the fitness trainer Massimo

Neri, who is notorious for his tough,

regime.

Franco Baldini, Capelio’s gen-
eral manager al Roma, may also be
considered but he is understood to
be considering ait offer to become
director of football at a Premier
League club and it is unclear what
role he would play within the
England set-up.

Whocver Capello brings in from
Ttaly will have io work alongside an
English coach, a condition the FA
has made clear. Yesterday'ssmooth
proceedings owed much to the
work done before the meeting by
the PA and Capello's advisers, led
by the Ttalian agent Giovanni
Branchini.

The FA will be delighted if a deal
is concluded today, only three
weceks alter McClaren was sacked,

" but the underperforming England

players may be anxious. Capello is
unindulgent of superstars and his
preference for a holding midficlder
guarantees there will be casualties.
Frank Lampard, one who might
pay the price, was quick to wel-
come Capello's imminent appoint-
ment, however,

"It is a job which needs a big
personality and Capello certainly is
that,” he said. "There are not many
coaches in the world with Capello’s
track record in the Champions
League, the Spanish league and
Serie A. Maybe he is the kind_of

managerwho can take us forward."
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Milan midﬂe!ders Clarence Seedorf (L) and Kaka celebrate the formers goal agalnst Urawa Reds in the semifinals of
the World Club Cup In Yokohama on Thursday, * -

Milan thank Seedorf

Italian power-
houses AC
Milan lived up
to their pre-
tournament
promise by
beating Urawa
Red Diamonds
1-0 to reach the
= final against
Boca ]umorsm the ClubWoild Cup
onThursday.’
. Brazilian striker Kaka, who won
‘the prestigions French Ballon d'Or
for the Player of the Year, produced
a pin-point cross from the left for
midfielder Clarence Seedorf’s goal
inthe 68th minute.

Boca, the Argentine giants, beat
Iitoile Sahel of Tunisia in the other
semifinal on Wednesday to meet
Milan who are aiming for the first
ClubWorld Cup for Europe.

"1 knew Kaka would cross the
ball back. So Iwent straight into the
line,"” Dutchman Seédorf said. "I
was concentrated to kick it good,
keepitlowand thatwas good.”

Milan coach Carlo Ancelotti
said: "Boca Juniors are a different
type of team fram Urawa, They are
opponents who have experience
andhistory.”

"But we came here to bring the
Cup to Eumpa We ]l.IST. try hard to
accnmpllsh ourgoal," he added.

"I expect Boca Juniors to play

. aggressive, they are not a defensive

team. For us, it's important to win

. the trophy. Both teams try to win

- the Cup. Ttwill be a more difficult
gamg

nst Urawa, But we
y hgb.m’%?anon "

e European cham-

pions allowed Urawa to hit the first
couple of shots at goal, they took
control after 10 mirutes with
Andrea Pirlo firing a shot from a
free kick, which keeper Ryota
Tsuzuki dived to save.

Soon afterwards, skipper
Massimo Ambrosini just missed a
header from a lefi corner, and then
Pirlo and Ambrosini failed to find
the net, while Massimo Oddo lacked
accuracy inhis cross from the right.

Roared on by a partisan home
crowd, Urawa fought back bravely
before the break, but Takahito
Soma's shots were too long and
Keita Suzuki's shot from the edge of
the area was saved by Brazilian
keeper Dida.

ACMilan dominated the second
half, attacking the Japanese goal
repeatedly with shots by Marek
Jankulovski, Seedorf, Kaka and
Alberto Gilardino.

Anditwasjusta question ofwhen
theltalianswouldscore the firstgoal.

"The game would have been
different if we scored earlier,"
Seedorfsaid. "Urawa did a good job
against us, They made our life
difficult,”

Kaka said he saw Scerdorf and
striker Flippo Inzaghi in frontof the
goal. "I fed the ball to Seedorl
because he was more ready to
catchit,”

"We must prepare ourselves for
the final as anything could hap-
pen,” he said. "We made a few
mistakes and we need to readjust
ourselves."”

Urawa's German coach Holger
Osieck was proud of his team's
performance despite the defeat,
saying: "1 congratulated my players
in the dressing room for their guisy

and good performances.”

T think basically we represented
the Japanese football well in this
tournament, particularly in this
game. Now we have another incen-
tive, another game on Sunday. Of
course, we want to finish third.
That's our target, so we are looking
ahead, we are not looking back.
We'll seewhat Sundaybrings.”

Africa shortlist

five for award
AF¥P, Lagos

Mali internationals Mahamadou
Diarra and Frederic Kanoute
Wednesday made the five-man
shortlist of nominees for the 2007
African Footballer of the Year Award
organised by the Confederation of
Mrican Football (CAF).

Both Diarra and Kanoute have
been in fine form for their Spanish
clubs as well as for their national
team which has qualified for their
fifth African Cup of Nations in
Ghananextyear,

Togo star Emmanual Adebayor,
Michael Essien from Ghana and
Tvory Coast striker Didier Drogba,
who won the award last year, are
the other players on the shortlist
announced here onWednesday.

The annual awards ceremony
will take place in Lome, Togo, on
February1.

“Three-time winner of the award
Samuel Eto of Cameroon and
Barcelona was not on the shortlist
spending several months on the
sidelines asa resultofinjury.

European Champions League
group tableWednesday after final
round of group fixtures (played,
won, drawn, lost, goals for,
against, points):

GroupE

Barcelona 6 4 2 0 12 3 14
Lyon 6 31211 10
Rangers 621371897
Stuttgart 61056 715 3
Group F

ManUnited 6 5 1 0 13 4 16
Roma . 63211 61
SLisbon 6 213 88 7
t Dynamo 6§ 006 419 0
Group G

InterMilan 6 5 0 1 12 4 15
Fenerbahce 6 3 2 1 8 6 1
PsSv 6 213 367
CSKA 6 015 7% 1
GroupH

Sevilla 6 50114 715
Arsenal 6 41114 413
Slavia 6 123 516_5
Steaua 6 015 41 1
N.B. Top two teams from each
group qualify ﬁ)r the round-of-
sixteen.

Injuries, arrests
after Rome clash
AFP, Rome

Nine people ended up in hospital
and five were arrested following
clashes between Roma and
Manchester United fans at the
Stadio Olympico here, Italian news
agency Ansareported on Thursday.

Seven Manchester United fans

| and two Roma fans were taken to

hospital, most believed to be due to
stabbing incidents, but none of
them were in a serious condition,
Ansasaid.

Of the five fans arrested, four
were supporters of the English club
andonealocal,

There were fears before the
game that there would be a repeat
of the violence that marred the
match between the two teams last
season but the incidents on
Wednesday were generally less
dramatic than back in March when
Italian riot police baton-charged
United fans inside the stadium.

Both Manchester United man-
aper Sir Alex Perguson and Roma
coach Luciano Spalletti expressed
their disappointment at the repeat
ofsuchviolence.

"This is something we hoped
wouldn't happen. We wanted a
quiet night and everyone to go
home," said Ferguson.

"These incidents are disappoint-
ing, I don't know all the details but 1
hopealithe fans are okay.”

Spalletti suggested he thought
the trouble was caused by United
fans.

"I was told that there were inci-
dentsbutldon'tknowall the details.
I know that some Manchester
United fans don’t behave the way
they should in the street," hesaid.

"1 don't know what triggered
this but what 1 do know is that
we've lost another opportunity to
play a fair game and it's a shame
that this behaviour is attached to
this great sport.”

Groups of supporters threw
bottles, chairs and tables at each

_other as lans packed bars close to

the Stadio Olympico.

Therewere teports of clashes on
a bridge close to the stadium with
police baton-charging both sets of
fans to disperse the trouble-
makers.

Kanoute saves
mosque

AFP, Madrid

Mali international footbalier
Frederic Kanoute has saved a
mosque from closure in Seville, the
ABC newspaper reporied on
Thursday.

Kanoute paid 510,860 euros so
that fellow moslems in Seville
wotild not find themselves without
amosque,

- Kanoute, who plays for Sevilla in

the Spanish league since moving
from French champions Lyon in
2005, has also created a foundation
in Mali to help children, particu-
larly orphans.

Dutch plan
friendlies

AFP, The Hapue

The Netherlands will play five
friendly matches as part of their
build-up to the Euro 2008 finals,
the Duich football fedcration
announced onWednesday.

They will face fellow finalists
Croatia in Rijeka on February 6,
replacing the planned game with
Italy which was called off after the
woitld champions were drawn
alongside the Dutch in the same
group for the Euro 2008finals.

A clash with Euro 2008 co-hosts
Austria will take place inVienna on
March 26 with home friendlies
against Ukmaine in Rotterdam on
May 29, Denmark on May 29 in
Eindhoven with Wales the visitors
toRotterdam on June 1.

Netherlands will face Ttaly,
France and Romania in Gloup C at
Euro 2008.

i i
PHOTO, AFP.
Lyon striker Karim Benzema is about ta score his side's second goal during their Champions League match against Rangers at Ibroxon Wednesday,

Lyon vanquish Rangers

Fenerbahce spring surprise

ATP, Paris

I Glasgow Ran-
gers' Champions
League cam-
paign came to a
hearthreaking
| end pn Wed-

nesday when a

3.0 defeat by Lyon meant they

failed to complete a British sweep
ofclubsintothelast 16,

Rangers were atlempting 10
join city rivals Celtic as well as
English giants Manchester
United, Arsenal, Liverpool and
Chelseain the knockout stages but
they were undone by the classy
French champions who snatched
the runners-up spot behind
Barcelonain GroupE.

Meanwhile, Turkish side
Fenerbahce grabbed the final
remaining place in thelast 16 when
a 3-1 win over CSKA Moscow guar-
anteed them the runners-up place
inGroup Gbehind Inter Milan.

In Rome, Manchester United

and Roma, who had already
secured qualification from Group
E drew 1-1 but the game was over-
shadowed by fighting between fans
before kick-off.

In Group H, Arsenal and Scvilla
had also already made sure of going
through but the Spanish side fin-
ished top with a 3-0 win over Slavia
Prague while the Gunners were
runners-up after seeing off Steaua
Bucharest 2-1.

The night’s drama was at Throx
where Rangers only needed a draw
but a late double for Karim
Benzema (85 and 88mins), which
added to Sidney Govou's early
opener, proved decisive,

But Rangers were left to rue an
astonishing miss from their French
striker Jean-Claude Darcheville.

He had the chance to level in the
79th minute but he managed to
scoop his shot from inside the six-
yard box onto the crossbar with the
goalathis mercy.

To complete a miserable night
Darcheville was shown a straight

red card in injury time for a foul on
Kim Kallstrom.

"It was a disappointing night
and a disappointing performance

- overall," said Rangers coach Walter

Smith whose side will now slip into
the UEFA Cup.

T felt Lyan were wilting late in
the game but we gave away a bad
seeond gpal. We'll play in the UEFA
Cup but that's not a consolation at
the moment. Maybe it will be in a

(from group stages)

Sgoals- Zlatan Ibrahimovic
(Inter Milan), Cristiano Ronaldo
(Manchester United)

4goals- Liedson (Sporting
Lisbon), Luis Fabiano (Sevilla),
Didier Drogba (Chelsea), Goran
Pandev (Lazio), Steven Gerrard
(Liverpool), Ruud van Nistelrooy
(Real Madrid), Filippo Inzaghi
(Milan), Robinho (Real Madrid),
Lionel Messi (Barcelona)

few days' time." I

Ronaldinho returned to scndng
form in Europe with a goal in
Barcelona's 3-1 win over VfB
Stuttgart. Samuel Eto'o was also on
target to bag his first gaa.l since h.!s
returnfrominjury. 4

Eto'o, playing only his thmi
match of the season said his biggest
thrill was to feel that he is regaining
full fitness.

"It's nice to score, butit's not the
most important for me. The crucial
thing for me getting back to full
fitness after being outsolong,” said

. the Cameroonstriker.

Penerbahce qualified for thelast
16 for the first time while Italian
champions Inter Milan completed
their campaign with a 1-0win at 10-
manPSVEindhoven.

Fenerbahce went a goal down
after half an hour when their
Brazilian defender Edu diverted a
cross from Caner Erkin past his
own goalkeeperVolkan Demirel.
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Ferguson has faith in youth

ATP, Rome

® Sir Alex Fergu-
# son played
tribute to the
next generation
of emerging
Manchester
United talent
after a virtual second -string team

held Romatoa1-1 draw here in the

Champions League.

There was nothing resting on
the game as United had already
won the group and Roma were
assured to finish second, so it

allowed the match to be played in
anopenand attacking manner.

Roma coach Luciano Spalletti
set out his intention to win at kick-
off by naming a side that included
captain and talisman Francesco
Totti, flying Brazilian winger
Alessandro Mancini and France
centre-back Philippe Mexes.

But although Ferguson left the
likes of Ryan Giggs, Cristiano
Ronaldo, Rio Ferdinand and Edwin
van der Sar at home, he still man-
aged to field a side that contained
seven full internationals and was
captained byWayne Rooney.

But it was the contribution of
future stars like Gerard Pigue,
Danny Simpson, Johnny Evans and
Chris Eagles that impressed him
themost.

"They're improving. They're
training with the first team all the
time which is helping them
although I don't think there will be
enough football for them,” said
Ferguson.

"Butwe canbe assured thatifwe
do play them we won't be afraid
simply because they have the
temperament and ability to do
that."
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Roma forward Francesco Totti {L} holds off Manchester United midfielder Darren Fletcher during their Champions
League clash at the Olvmpic Stadium in Rome onWednesday.

United went ahedd 10 minutes
before the break when Pique
headed home a corner from young
Portugal winger Nani, who was
probably United's best player on
Wednesdaynight.

They then created several _othgr )
chances with one of the team's
senior players Louis Saha missing
the best, firing straight at Brazilian
Doni when one-on-one with the
gioalkeeperin thesecond half.

Romawent straight up the other
end and exploited a fourson-three
break to equalise thmﬁg’h a sump
tuous finish by Mancini. © i

"We're satisfied with llw purfop
mancebuti'mdisappointed thatin
the second half we gave possession
away and that's how.we gave away
the goal," added Ferguson.

"That's always the- lesson in
European football, we spoke about
how in Europe it's different and
theylearntthattonight.”

However, Fergie was pleased
that the players played far better
than the last time they were given a
chance, in the League Cup debacle
when they lost 2-0 at home to
Championship Coventry.

"It was a shock more than any-
thing. Tdon't think they were ready
at that stage. They had no football
behindthem,” hesaid. i

"They forgot the golden rule of
cup football that if you're in a cup
game you have to play a cup game.
If they fight you have to fight them
back. (This time) they were better
preparedmentally.”

Ferguson was also pleascd with
the contributions of Rouney and
Nani, both players with extensive
first teamn and mtorual.lunal c’xpe~
rience.

Rooney played beqhuse he hns
had an injury-blighted start to the
season and needed some game
time.

"He did well, he enjn ed hlm-
self. Tknow he wanted # ‘play so
we gave him just enough time
and mui. him off with 20 minutea v
to go.” B WA i



