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BD-SL U-19 SERIES
2nd match

today
svomte RLsdbrs

B_angi_'u[esh will look to stretch
their lead in the five-match lim-
ited-overs series against visiting Sri
. Lanka when‘%}he two Under-19
sides face in the second match
today at the Shaheed Chandu
Stadium in Bogra.

Bangladesh, fresh from a come-
from-behind 3-2 series win in
Pakistan, lead 1-0 following their
13-run win in the first match
againstthe Lankans onWednesday.

The next three matches are
scheduled for December 15,18 and
20also at the same venue.

Victory Day
sports

SPORTS REPORTER

Four services teams confirmed the
setnilinals berths of the Victory Day
Top-Fivevolleyball yesterday.

Bangladesh Army, who defeated
Water Development Board 3-0 at the
Dhala Volleyball Stadium, will take
on Bangladesh Rifles in tomorrow's
second semifinal,

The first semi will be played
between Bangladesh Air Force and
Bangladesh Navy,whobeatBDR3-1.
BASKETBALL
Bangladesh Army booked a semifi-
nal berth in the Total Victory Day
basketball tournament outplaying
BKSP 97-41 in the first semifinal at
the Shaheed Suhrawardy Indoor

‘National Stadium in Mirpur.

Bangladesh Navy were pitted
against Josephites in the other semi-
final.

TENNIS

UNB adds: The Prestige Bangla
Victory Day tennis competition will
begin today at the Ramna National
Tennis Complex. Fourteen clubs will
take partinseven cvents.

DG XI lift
T20 title

Ounr ﬁannﬁsrownr;nrr,
M um.!lfpmj

Dc Kl clinched the '[‘\.vcnty"ﬂ
cricket title defeating Munshiganj
Press Club by 14 runs in the final at
thelacal stadium here yesterday.

In reply to DC XI's 106 for six
after electing to bat, the local Press
‘Club reached 82 for the loss of six
wickets,

Deputy Commissioner Monir
Uddin distributed prizes after the
final.

Ganguly rues
missed tons

PT1, New Dethi

Batting lower down the order has
denied him several centuries, says
former Imdia captain Sourav
Ganguly, who feels VVS Laxman too
has "suffered” in terms of scoring
hundreds because of batting at
number six. -

"I have batted lower down the
order for a lot of time and Rahul
(Dravid) used to bat at number
three and Sachin (Tendulkar) came
at four. As a result, I had to bat at
five or sometimes six and I missed
quite a few hundreds because we
did not have wicketkeeper-
batsmen like Mahendra Singh
Dhoni and Dinesh Kaarthick ear-
lier," Ganguly told CNN-IBN.

"These guys support people
batting at five or six. Blt me and
(VVS) Laxman suffered in terms of
getting hundreds,” he added.

Tigers arrive
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Hotel, their address for the next ten
days, past breathtaking greenery,
lovely single storey houses and
livestock grazing the valleys on
both sides of the road like you find
in picture books. Adding to the
atmosphere was the absence of a
siren blowing police or security
escort which just would not have
fitted with the level of tranquility
around. i

There was just enough time for
the players to get their luggage
organised and get into training
gear before they headed to Seddon
Park which is a 10-minute walk
from the hotel. On the way com-
plete strangers came and said
hello, inquired about who they
were and wished them success.

There was an hour's session at
the lush carpet-like turf of Seddon
Park under fitness trainer Shane
McDermott where the picket
fences and, T.hn mounds are a
1hmwhp.ck to the classical cricket
ambience of the past. The players
did some strétching and exercises
andhadashortfootball game to get
rid of the jet lig. Tomorrow serious
practice startawith nets scheduled
atthesame venue in the morning.

The Bangladesh team will play
two practice matches against
Northern Districts at Seddon Park
on December 16 and 18 before
returning to the ground on
December 23 t‘nr a Twenty20 inter-
national ag’qlds the Black Caps in

aidofthe € e Sidr vietims. The
practice rna are due to start at
12pm and t's not a surprise as
the sun 1 ysets around 8pm at

this umeuftbd ar.
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PHOTO! INTERNET

Australia captain Rickey Ponting (R) and his New Zealand counterpart Daniel Vettori pose with the Chappell-Hadlee
Trophyahead ofthe three-match ODIserieswiththefirst game at Adelaide today. |

Pace troubled 'em: Aml

ﬁj Cricket

PP

AFP, Bangalore

India captain Anil Kumble revealed
Wednesday it was his pace rather
than spin that brought his team on
the verge of an unlikely win against
Pakistan in the third and final Test
here before settling fora draw.

"It is good to finish with a five-
wicket haul. T never realised that
after 25 years | have to howl
medium-pace to get five wickets in
Bangalore. My family and friends
were there and it was great,” he
said.

Veteran leg-spinner Kumble
took 5-G0 with clever variations
before Pakistan finished at 162-7 in
bad light chasing an improbable
374-run target off 48 overs to sal-
vage a draw on the [ifth and final
day.

India clinch the series 1-0 after
winning the opening Test in New
Delhi by six wickets and drawing
the next twa. It was their first Test
series victory at home against
Pakistan since 1980.

"It (bowling medium-pace) was
planned before [ went out. |
decided it in the morning. There
wils 1o spin or bounce in the pitch
and the only way to get batsmen

out was through
low, " said Kumble.

"You had to bowl a bit quickerso
that the batsmen didn't have
enodgh time ta” adjust. Maybe [
should have done it in the first
inningsalso.”

Kumble defended his decision
to bat an hour alter the funch-
break before declaring the second
innings closed.

"A L-0is fine. twas important to
win the series. On this pitch the
anly option to get wickets was
when the ball kept low, which
means you needed ten balls tokeep
low and that could happen in 40
aversorin 150 overs,” he said.

"I think whenever [ declared
was therightdecision.”

The Indian captain said his
team had a chance to force victory
had the weather notintervened,

"[ think 48 overs were enough. If
the weather had stayed clear, we
would have ended up winning the
game," said Kumble. "It's always
good to win a Test series be it at
home or abroad and to win it
against Pakistan is special.”

Kumble praised batsmen
Sourav Ganguly and Yuvraj Singh
for pulling the team out of trouble
on the opening day when the hosts
were reeling at 61-4.

"We lost two bowlers (Zaheer

balls that kept

Khan and Munaf Patel} and two
batsmen (Sachin Tendulkar and
MahendraSingh Dhoni) just before
the game and [ think Sourav and
Yuvraj played brilliantly to take us
to safety,” he said.

"Sourav is in the form of his life
and T hope he carries it on and
continues to scorg in Australia,”

Ganguly was named man of the
match for scoring 239 and 91. He
was also adjudged man of the
series. Yuvraj scored a career-best
169in the firstinnings.

Pakistan captain Shoaib Malik
said the turning point of the series
was his team's below-par batting
performance in the opening match
in New Delhi, where they could not
cross the 300-mark.

"We lost the series by playing
badly on the third morming at
Delhi. Had we scored more runs in
the second innings things would
have been different,” said Malik,
who missed the last two Tests due
toanankle injury.

The Pakistani skipper was all
praise for Misbahul Haq and
Kamran Akmal, who helped their

* team avoid the follow-onin the last
two Tests, Misbah scored two cen-
turiesand Akmal one.

"Misbah and Akmal were out-
standingin the series,” hesaid.

England
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Nnoonsession.

Pietersen (15 not out) and Paul
Collingwood prevented further
sethbacks to ensure the tourists
emerged unscathed as heavy rain
hit the stadium during the tea
break.

Umpires Daryl Harper and
Aleem Dar waited till 30 minutes
into the final session before
informing the rival captains that no
further play was possible.

Sri Lanka had won 10 of their
last 12 Tests at the Sinhalese Sports
Club, but the slow wicket ensured
there was no threat from champion
spinner Muralidaran.

The off-spinner, who surpassed
Australian Shane Warne's tally of
708 wickets to become Test

salvage draw

cricket's most successful bowler
during the Kandy Test, took 1-58
from 27 overs.

SCOREBOARD

Final scoreboard on the fifth day of
the second Test hetween Sri Lanka
and England at the Sinhalese
Sports Club ground in Colombo on
Thursday:

ENGLAND: Firstinnings 351 (Cook
81, Vaughan 87, Collingwood 52,
Prior 79; Muralidaran 3-116)

SRI LANKA: First innings 548-9
declared (Vandort 138, M
Jayawardene 195, Silva 49, P
Jayawardene 7%; Sidebottom 3-100,
Harmison3-111)

ENGLAND: Second innings (over-
night48-0)

CookcM Jayawardene bSilva 62
Vaughancandb Fernando 61

BellcVandortb Muralidaran 54

Pietersen not out 45
Collingwood not out 23
Extras: (nb-5) 5
Total: (For3wktsin 77 overs) 250
Fall of wickets: 1-107,2-152,3-204

Bowler 0O M R W
Vaas 16 2 56 0
Malinga g 1 37 0
Fernando o o 30 0
Mubarak I 0 8 0
Muralidaran 27 5 58 1
Mlayawardene 2 1 4 0
Silva 13 1 57 1

Result: Match drawn and Sri
Lankalead3-Testseries 1-0,
Man-of-the-match: Mahela
Jayawardene.

Toss: England.

Umpires: Aleem Dar and Daryl
Harper.

Ricky's score to settle
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they did in Perth. "it's always an
option,” the captain Daniel Vettori
said. "Jeetan Patel's a wvery good
bowler, soany timewe can gel himin
the team we try to, but we will assess
thewicketand go from there."

Although Vettori said it was
difficult to come off a losing series
in South Africa, he was happy with
the squad's well-being. "I feel like
everyone isin a pretty good space,”
he said. "We picked up a little bit of
momentum in the last part of the
South African tour amd we are
tryingtotranslate ithere.”

New Zealand narrowly lost the
one-dayers and will be keen to
retain the trophy they won so
comfortably in February, "The guys

have had a chance to regroup with
their wives and partners and
Australia is a pretty familiar place
tous,” Vettorisaid. "They've put the
losses behind them and hopefully
it's a fresh start leading into this
series, so hopefully we will have
someconfidence from here”

Their batsmen may have strug-
gled against the quick bowlers, but
their bowlers did a good job, partic-
ularly Kyle Mills, who deputised for
the injured Shane Bond and is on
hand o do so again. Stephen
Fleming, who led them to their last
Chappell-Hadlee success, may not
be here this time around, but is
always on hand tolend advice.

"I can turn ta him any time [
wani,” Vettori said, adding that

Fleming had given some tips on how
to bowl to the opposing batsmen.
Wwith Ponting and Matthew Hayden
boosting the Twenty20 squad, New
Zealand mightneed them,

TEAMS

AUSTRALIA (probablel: Matthew
Hayden, Adam Gilchrist, Ricky
Ponting {captain), Michael Clarke,
Andrew Symonds, Michael Hussey,
James Hopes, Brad Hogg, Brett Lee,
Shaun Tait, Mitchell Tohnson.

NEW ZEALAND (probable): Lou
Vincent, Brendon McCullum, Jamie
How, Scott Styris, ltoss Taylor,
Mathew Sinclair, Jacob Oram, Kyle
Mills, Daniel Vettori (captain), Mark
Gillespie, Jeetan Patel.

Hosts win
by 96 runs

Our CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

Gaibandha crushed Kurigram by
96 runs in the national under-14
district youth cricket competition
at thelocal stadium yesterday.

Shaon (26), Rafiq (23) and Sagar
(21) contributed as the hosts
scored 157 all outin 49.2 overs after
winningthe toss and batting first.

Then they bowled out the visi-
tors for a meagre 61 runs in 31
avers. Salim made 25 while Mamun
scared 19,

Rangpur will take on
Lalmonirhatintoday's match.

Pritam, Mohakhali

surprise leaders
SPORTS REPORTER

Pritam Prijam Chess Club and
Mohakhali Pradip Sangha made
most of their weak opponents to
share lead in the First Division
Chess League after yesterday's
second round.

Pritam beat Friends Chess
Power 3.5-0.5 while Mohakhali
defeated Faith Chess Club 3-1 at
the Chess Federation hall room as
the joint-leaders pushed their
collection to 7.5 points.

Defending champions Biman,
who edged last year's runners-up
Leonine 2.5-1.5in a difficult fixture
on the opening day, reached six
points aftera3.5-0.5 victory against
Sonali bank.

Grand Masters Ziaur Rahman
and Abdullah Al Rakib and FM Abu
Sufian Shakil all won for Biman but
FM Mehdi Hassan Parag drew with
Bank's Snmak Palit.

Leonine -- featuring Indian duo
GM Neeotpal Das and IM Sriram
Jha, local GM Niaz Murshed and
FM Khondokar Aminul Islam --
recorded their lirst win, blanking
Sultana Kamal Smriti Pathagar4-0.

In other matches, Destiny 2000
beat Dhaka University 3-1,
Chittagong Mohamumedan crushed
i2 Solution 4-0 and Farashganj
defeated Toyota Motors 2.5-1.5.

Sultan slams
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two years anfh later mishandled
foreign coache¥like Diego Cruciani
of Argentina and India's Syed
Nayeemuddin.

failed to sell an aggregate of 20,000
tickets in three charity matches
between Abahani and
Mohammedan.

The sport's governing body in
the country has also failed to hold
the leagues or regulation tourna-
ments in 2007 which has threat-
cned the career of the players.

When Sultan was selected presi-
dent of the federation by his party,
he disbanded the elected body of
the BFF to come under the wrath of
FIFA, which banned the BFF
instandy. Only when the elected
cxecutive committee was rein-
stated, the FIFA lifted the suspen-
sion.

It was during his tenure that the
former football greats resigned en
masse from the federation as well
as the National Team Management
Committee when the BFF chiefl
ignored its recommendations
about national team officials and
chose a controversial BFF member
as manager.

Football outside the capital is all
but a dead game due to lack of
nourishment from the father
organisation which at one stage
faced the agitation of footballers in
demand of foatball league.

Although the BFF demands last
year's AFC Challenge Cup in Dhaka
and Chittagong featuring 16
national teams asasuccess, itwasa
tailor-made tournament organised
by the AFC.

In the last five years and more,
the BFF has failed to stage a single
international tournament in
Dhaka although Sultan made
headlines every year by saying that
the Padma-Ganga Cup is coming to
the country.

Sultan, who has a tendency of
denying his own comments, once
told reporters that the political
allies of BNP were liberal. However,
in his constituency, a women's
swimming competition was post-
poned due to fanatic protests by
religious groups.

He, however, managed to ignore
similar protests in Dhaka by finally
stagingwomen's football.

D/N Tests '
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Africa. "We had the lights put on
about 4 o'clock and it made it
hard,” he said. "Unless they change
the colour of the ball T think it will
be difficult."

Ian Chappell, who played in the
day-night Supertests of World
Series Cricket 30 years ago, said it
was a good idea with one major
handicap. "That's the ball," he said.
"Until you fix that up, and can play
80 to 85 overs with it, you really
can't play. If the ball's not right the
integrity of the game becomes a bit
ofaproblem.”

Yellow ones were used in the
Sheffield Shield competition for
the first two seasons and were
switched to orange when the play-
ers complained they lost them in
the background of stadium seats.
However, both types scuffed too
easily and "behaved differently” to
the red balls, The concept was
introduced to attract more specta-
tars but was dumped when the
crowds weresimilar.

Ntini hits all horns

ﬁCri cket

AFP, Johannesburg

Makhaya Ntini, the caule herder
who became the first black crick-
eter to be picked for South Africa a
decade ago, says his former
charges can claim credit for his
accuracy between the wick-
ets."When [ was growing up and
herding we used to have a competi-
tionwhen if you hit the cow's horns
you got points,” he recalls. "I never
missed.”

Now aged 30, Ntini is currently
ranked the number two bowler in
the world and has an iconic status
among South Africa’s majority
black population which had never
previously shown much interest in
the game.

In an interview with AFP, Ntini
said he yearned to see more black
players follow in his footsteps,
recalled the highs and lows of his
career and spoke of his ambition to
break the record for wickets for his
country before redring.

"I believe if it rains today,
tomorrow the sun will come out
and shine again. That's what drives
me."

Ntini came to the attention of
scouts as a 15-year-old when his
curiosity at the large number of
cars parked outside the ground led
him to watch and then join in a
game of cricket near his home in
the rural Eastern Cape province.

"It was by a sheer chance that I
became a cricketer, a blessing in

disguise,” he said.

"l was with the boys herding
cattle and horses when we saw
many cars, we went to see what was
happening. We were given balls to
throw ... and I threw better and
faster than the guys that were there
and were already selected.”

Soon young Makhaya was being
packed off to Dale College cricket
school, making his first class debut
in 1995 for the provincial Border
team where he soon attracted
interest from national selectors.

He just missed out on selection
in December 1997 for the tour to
Australia and New Zealand but was
called up for an injured teammate
and he made his international
debut against New Zealand in an
ODIin Perth the following month.

"I remember my first victim was
(former New Zealand skipper)
Stephen Fleming," he said. "What |
felt was something you can't
explain.”

The lollowing year however saw
him hit the front-page headlines
when he tried and initally con-
victed ofrape.

The decision was finally over-
turned on appeal although he was
only recalled to the national side in
2000.

Nrtiniis reluctant to rake over the
past butsaid: "In ten years the road
will never be smooth.

"There will definitely be pot-
holes and flat tires," he added.

Since then, he has become only
the third South African to take 300
Test wickets after Allan Donald and
Shaun Pollock and written his

name in the record books as the
first South African to ti]ke 10 wlck-
etsinamatchat Lord's.

"Maybe [ will reach Pollock's
record (of 416 wickets) before 1
hang up my boots at 40," said Ntini
witha trademark twinkleinhis eye.

Before retiring however, Ntini
yearns to see more black players
break into the Pmldgq. line-up.
While several mixed players
such as Herschelle § bbs and
Ashwell Prince are - regulars,
Ntini is still the only black player
wha is an automatic first choice on
theteam sheet.

While refusing to be drawn on
the argument over the pros and
cons of racial quotas, Ntini said he
didn't want to be an Eﬂcepdcnﬂl
case,

"There are many Makhayn
Mtinis out there and I would love to
see more black players coming
through,” he added. "That is some-
thingIwould like to change".

To mark his 10 years at the top,
Ntini has been granted a benefit by
the Border Cricket Board with a 25
over day-night match against the
West Indies on Friday the highlight.
Ntini's invitational XI will include
retired legends such as Jonty
Rhodes and current teammates
Gibbs, Pollock and Jacques Kallis,

"Makhaya sets an exceptional
example both on and off the field
and the Board is very delighted to
award a benefit season to a leg-
end,” said Themba Lupuwana, the
Borderboard's chiefexecutive,

ECB ofters Zim money

Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

England and Wales Cricket Board

(ECH) chairman Giles Clarke held
low-key talks with Peter Chingoka,
the chairman of Zimbabwe Cricket,
in Johannesburg last week where it
is reported that discussions took
place about forthcoming tours
between the two countries and the
[CC World Twenty20 scheduled to

 takeplacein England in2009.
Earlier this month, the BFF even | -

Clarke's visit was very much
below the radar and was not
reported in the UK media. That it
happened at all only emerged
when Zimbabwe's Independent
newspaper claimed that Clarke
had offered to pay ZC 200,000
pounds if it withdrew from the
proposed tour to England in 2009,
Fears are growing that the new
hard-line approach of the British
government towards Zimbabwe in
general and those believed to have
links to the Mugabe regime in
pacticular could lead to a ban on all
Zimbabwe playersand officials.

Chingoka himself was barred
from entering the UK in October, a
major blow to him as he has family
in London, but there is no evidence
that the government proposes a
wider ban. "He has been refused a
visa because of the role he plays
within ZC as Mugabe's commissar
and particularly because of the
financial irregularities that have
occurred,” a source at Westminster
told Cricinfo. "There is certainly no
blanket visa ban on Zimbabwean
sportsmen -- although there have
been calls on the government to
consider a general sporting boy-
core.”

The Independent report stated
that Clarke made thefinancial offer --
ostensibly to po towards develop-
ment -- in rewn for Zimbabwe
cancelling their 2009 tour and agree-
ingto postpone England's return trip
scheduled for 2012. It appears that
Clarke is keen to avoid the almost
non-stop issue of England playing
Zimbabwe which has dogged the
board forseveral years.

Ray Mali, the acting ICC presi-
dent, attended the meeting,
although an ICC spokesman told

Cricinfo he was there "only in the
roleofafacilitator”.

It has also been rumoured that
the ECB may lobby the government
in a bid to get Chingoka allowed
into the country to attend next
June's annual 1CC meeting which
will be held at Lord’s, He was ini-
tially barred from travelling last
summer but was eventually
granted a short-stay visa. It was
widely believed the climb-down
came after ECB officials asked
Richard Caborn, the then sports
minister, to use his influence as it
was felt Chingoka's absence would
have compromised David
Morgan's ultimately successful bic
to become [CC president. -

Chingoka, meanwhile, insisted
that 2C would not ‘ldtby o 'oe
granted visas. "The FTP cammits
every member to host and be
hosted as scheduled,” he told the
newspaper. "It's our own right to
have these tours. Zimbabwe's
players must be allowed to partici-
pate. We don't need to lobby where
we have rights, but the complica-
tions being created are for the ICC
to resolve.”

The lone ranger

Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

It has been a day of mixed fortunes
for Pankaj Singh. At the very
moment, perhaps, when the
national selectors were discussing

his name for the Australia tour, -

Pankaj was busy battling it out in

Jhalawar, trying to. secure for.

Rajasthan their first-ever victory over
Mumbai in the Ranji Trophy. Pankaj
couldn’t save Rajasthan from losing
by two runs -- but he did get the
selectors' call,

It was a reward [or his perfor-
mances aver the past year and, if it
surprised most people, Pankaj him-
self was confident that the national
call was around the corner. "Inaway
wasexpecting this call, especially after
my five-wicket haul against a side like
Mumbai in the first innings (at
Jhalawar)," an excited Pankaj, 22, said,

His height -- he stands 6' 5" in his
socks -- and broad shoulders have
been his principal assets, along with
his workethic, in purchasing wickets
on the flar, unresponsive Indian
pitches for the past two years.

Venkatesh Prasad, the Indian
bowling coach, felt the same during
the bowlers' camp held in Mysore in
June, before the England tour, where
Pankaj was called at the last minute
based on his performances during

the previous Ranjiseason. "He'satall
and hardworking fast bowler with a
good outswinger," was Prasad’s
assessmentat thetime.

Pankaj, who took the new ball
during the India A tour to Kenya and
then against South Africa Aat home,
runs in hard and delivers with a side-
on action. His stock ball is the
outswinger that leaves the right-
hander at a decent pace, something
his colleague Ishant Sharma can
mitke use of; his secret delivery is the
disguised incutter that he utilises
intelligently. "The outswinger came
naturally, but my experience during
the A tours this year helped me bring
more variety and the inswinger is a
workin progress,” Pankaj says.

His relative youth would raise
expectations of greater pace but for
now Pankaj is happy consistently
hitting the 135kmph mark, solong as
hecan pitchiton therightspot. "Ifhe
can hit the back-of-the-length and
short-of-good-length consistently,
that's the priority,” Prasad says. In
essence he i3 asking Pankaj to do
whathe hasbeendoing for Rajasthan
for the last two seasons. Pankaj
understands that well and is not
fretting over the lack of pace. "A good
line-and-length is what I want to
focus on and as for pace [ will defi-
nitelyincrease itwith time."

KP Bhaskar, in his lirst season as
Rajasthan's coach, believes Pankaj
will have few problems bridging the

gap between domestic and interna-
tional cricket, "Line and length are
his biggest strong points," says
Bhaskar, adding that the reason
Pankaj is not an all-out fast bowler is
because he has to shoulder the bur-
den of the Rajasthan attack almost
single-handed.

Prasad says India has never been
a nation of [ast bowlers in any case
and it would be beneficial if Pankaj
can focus on the consistency. With
Ishant bagging his maiden five-for,
and Zaheer Khan and RP Singh
returning to the fold, Pankaj willmost
likely be an understudy to the
seniors, [fatall hegetsachance, itwill
be during the two practice games
ahead of the first Testouanmg Day
arthe MCG. i

Pankaj's performances{appear to
have impressed Dilip Vengsarkar, the
chairman of selectors, who met him
for the first time during the 2006-07
Deodhar Trophy. Since then, Pankaj
says, Vengsarkar has encotraged him
to believe in himself. "Work on your
basics and concentrate on your
strengths', he told me,"” Pankaj said.

Pankaj's trip to Mysore earlier
this year saw him acquire a more
positive mindset. "We spoke a lot
about mental toughness,” Pankaj
recalls about his cumrersa{lons
with Prasad and the other bowlers.
The ideal wol, apart from height,
broad shoulders and a strong work
ethic, for thattrip to Australia.

Lyon vanquish Rangers

FROM PAGE 24

But midfielder Alex levelled two
minutes later before Champions
League debutant Ugur Boral
grabbed two goals to put the Turks
back on course,

Meanwhile, PSV, who needed to
beat Inter to have any hope of
qualifying, were reduced to 10 men
in the 28th minute when Edison
Mendez was red-carded for a foul
on David Suazo.

The one-man deficit eventually
proved decisive with Julio Cruz
scoring 1Bth Champions League
career goal in the 64th minute to
give Inter top spot.

Roma and Manchester United
played out an entertaining 1-1
drawin the ltalian capital.

United went ahead on 34 min-
utes with Spanish defender Gerard
Pique heading home Nani's corner.
But Roma grabbed a point when
Mancini levelled in the 71st min-
ute.

"We're satisfied with the perfor-
mance bt ['m disappointed thatin
the second halfwe gave possession
away and that's how we gave away
the goal," said Ferguson.

Fans of both sides clashed just
before kick-off. Groups of support-
ers threw bottles, chairs and tables
at each other as fans packed bars

close to the Olympic Stadium.

It was also reported that five
English fans and one [talian had
beenhurtinswbbing incidents but
none were believed to be seriously

injured.

At the Emirates Stadium,
Arsenal were forced to settle for
second place in Group H despite
finishing with a 2-1 win against
Steaua.

Gunners boss Arsene Wenger
was confident his team could
survive what could be a tricky next
stage.

"We could gera good drawand it
could be an interesting last 16,"
said the Frenchman,

"We knocked Madrid and
Juventus out two years ago and
everybodyisupforit"

First half goals from Abou Diaby
and Nicklas Bendtner put the
Gunners in control before Dun:l
Zaharia ruplu.dafmrthe reak
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