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0 & years, eminent jurists said
- all this evidence has now become
_ancient documents according to the
_evidence act, and is more effective
“than any ather evidence in trying a
‘case. And the government won't
“have to gather fresh evidence for
» Iyingthekillersofintellectuals.

* Theg.yidence Act, 1B72, says
:{&:um ntary materials, which are
~more than 30 years old, are to be
- neatedasancientdocuments.

. To resume the trial process, the
jurists said, the government could

‘gnact a new law, or revive the

- Bangladesh Collaborators (Special
Tribunals} Order, 1972, which was

revoked on December 31, 1975,
burying the process of trial of the
killers. ~ © '

“The government can revive the
cases any time, if it wanws. In the
absence of parliament, the president
can promulgate an ordinance to this
effect,” Vice-Chairman of
Bangladesh Bar Council Khandker
Mahbub Hossain told The Daily Star
yesterday.

He was chief prosecutor of the
casesunder thecollaboratorsorder.

Echoing his views, Ghulam
Rabbani, former judge of Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court, said
people who collaborated with the

‘occupation Pakistan army should be
punished. He pointed out that
according to globally acclaimed
jurist Lord Denning the main justifi-
cation for punishment of a criminal
is not that it is deterrent, but it is the
emphaticdenunciationof a crime by
dcommunity.

. "Therefore, the collaborators
order should be putinto force again,
and it will not affect the fundamental
rights as stated in Article 35 of the

Constitution. ..Secondly, Article 35
will not stand in the way of such
revival of the order," Rabbani said.

After the independence, the then
government of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman promulgated the
collaborators order and set up 73
special tribunals, including 11 in
Dhaka to try Razakar, Al-Badr and Al-
Shams forees, defined as collabora-
torsin theorder.

The families of many martyred
intellecuals filed a large number of
cases under the order, and the gov-
ernment imitiated a move to try the
criminals,

Trials, started in June 1972 at a
special tribunal with the first case
being that for killing Abul Kalam
Azad, a professor at the Institute of
Advanced Science and Technology
Teaching, The charge sheet in the
casewassubmittedonJune 13.

' Information gathered from the
families of martyred intellectuals,
lawyers of the cases and newspaper
reports of those days say six cases
were disposed of and five persons
convicted,

. But the August 1975 changeover
smlfnﬁl.l-me tridl process since the
collaborators order was revoked on
December 31 thatyear and almostall
the convicted collaborators were
released in the early days of the
regime of General Zjaur Rahman.

"1 presume that necessary docu-
mentary materials for convicting the
collaborators including the killers of
intellectuals are lying with the home
ministry. Since the materials are
more than 30 years old, according to
the evidence act these are to be
treated as ancient documents, No
other evidence is required as those at
thedisposal ofthe ministry wouldbe
sufficient as exhibits in the case
records, and conviction and sen-
tence on the basis of that are very
much possible," Rabbani said refer-
ringto Section 90 of the Evidence Act,
1872,

Section 90 of the act says where
an ducument,?urpnrtin or provec
to be 30 years old, is produced from
any custody which the court in the
particular case considers proper, the
court may presume that the signa-
ture and every other part of such
document, which purports to be in
the hand writing of any particular
person, i§ in that person's hand
writing, and in the case of document
executed or attested, that it was duly
executed and attested by the persons
by whom it purports to be executed
andattested.

*Furthermore, there are sufficient
admissions, as admissible under the
evidenceact, in the statements, news
or photographs published at that
timeinthenewspapers,” hesaid.

- Besides, the home ministry regu-
larly kept contact with the accupa-
tion army since the Pakistan govern-
mient sent messages to it ;and the
ministryalso forwarded information
about the agtvities of collaborators
to 'the Pakistan government during
the Liberation War. And it has evi-
deniceqfthose.

[he government of

ngabandhu had formed a com-
mprising the late Supreme
i wyer Sirajul Haque and the
late attorney general Aminul Huq to
k. i

SC upholds bail
th?a_}f;ique, Koko

UNB, Dliaka

£

The Supreme Court yesterday
upheld the High Court orders
granting bails to Tarique Rahman
and Arafat Rahman Koko, the two
sons of detained former prime
minister _' aleda Zia, in three
extortion cases.

~The apex court asked the gov-
e%.rﬂ_en%gﬂle separate applica-
tions for leave to appeal against the

the highest court's
arigque and Koko will not
be released from jail as they have
been shown arrested in- other
eeiminal gifences.

 Meanwhile, the Supreme Court
rejected a government plea for stay
ta file a leave-to-appeal petition
inst the Fligh Court judgement
d illegal a tax- evasion
BRt against ex-slate
awer Iqbal Hasan

g of Intellectuals

enquire into the genocide, The com-
mittee compiled evidence and
submitted a report on about 1,500
cases to the home ministry in July
1972

The report listed the war crimi-
nals in two categories -- 195 mem-
bers of Pakistani army and bureau-
cracy, who had been wken into
custody in New Delhi and were
subsequently handed over to
Pakistan in 1974 following the Simla
Agreement, and  about 12,000 of
their local collaborators, including
members of Razakar, Al-Badr, Al-
Shamsand the peace committees.
HOWMANYINTELECTUALS
WELOST
When it became clear that the
Pakistani forces headed for a defeat,
they and their collaborators targeted
the intelligentsia, dragging academ-
ics, journalists and professionals out
of their homes, mostly on December
14, 1971, and killing thermn one after
another.

In a statement on December 20,
1971, a spokesman of the
Mujibnagar government said the
Pakistani army and their henchmen
had killed 360 intellectuals before
theysurrenderedon December 16.

"Bangladesh”, a documentary
publication of the government in
1972, said the Pakistani occupation
forces and their collaborators had
killed 637 primary and 270 second-
ary schoolteachers, and 59 college
teachers during the war of indepenc-
ence.

Bangla Academy in its
encyclopaedia of martyred intellec-
tuals named 'Shaheed Buc[l.l.]‘ll}'ibi
Koshgrantha', putthe numberat 232,
The encyclopaedia, reprinted in
1994, however said the list was nei-
thercomplete norcomprehensive.

The encyclopaedia defined
martyrs as people who had been
either killed Ey the Pakistani army or
their collaborators or had gone
missing berween March 25, 197 band
January 31, 1972, It also defined
intellectuals as writers, sclentists,
artists, singers, teachers at any level,
researchers, journalists, lawyers,
physicians, engineers, architects,
sculptors, government and pon-
government staff, persons involved
with film and theatre, and social and
cultural workers.

Immediately after the discovery
of amass grave of martyred intellec-
tuals at Rayer Bazar in the capital,
Buddhijibi Nidhan
Tathyanusandhan Committee was
formed on December 18, 1971,
under the inidatve of a group of
leading civil saciety members for
enquiryinto the killings.

Thelate filmmaker andlitterateur
Zahir Raihan was made canvener of
the 17-member committee. The
committee started recording deposi-
tions on December 20, 1971 and
worked on the lists and other docu-
ments recovered dusing raids on the
killers' camps at:Dhanmondi,
Motijheel and elsewhere in Dhaka.

The lists, some short and others
long, contained the names of 20,000
of the best brains of the nation,
according to the members of the
cammittee,

EC, UNDP to fund
30m euro for

voter registration
UNB, Dhaka

The European Commission (EC)
and the United Nations
Development Programime (UNDP)
yesterday signed three agreements
of euro 30 million (Tk 300 crore) to
finance voter registration, local
government reform and the activa-
tionafvillage courts.

Inresponse to a funding request
from Bangladesh government, the
European Commission is provid-
ing euro 15 million (Tk 150 crore)
for the preparation of a digital
electoral roll with photographs,
which will be used for local and
next general election, said an EC
release.

The EC funding for this project
takes effect from the beginning of
implementation of the project on
July 1, 2007,

On the occasion, head of the EC
delegation to Bangladesh Dr Stefan
Frowein said the European
Commission has voiced strong
support for the voter-roll projectas
a necessary step to restore public
confidence in the electoral process
following the postponement of the
January 2007 elections.

"We are delighted to be the
largest donor to this important
project, whichis beingcoordinated
by the UNDE, signalling our com-
mitment to the democratic process
inBangladesh, " Stefan observed.

HC asks govt
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equipment and take sufficient
precaution to save the lives of
workers during the demolition of
the Rangs Bhaban.

A Division Bench comprising
justice ABM Khairul Haque and
Justice Abdul Awal, responding to a
public-interest litigation writ filed
by Human Rights and Peace for
Bangladesh, passed the twin-rules.

The HC bench directed the
government to constitute an
inquiry committee, excluding
Rajuk people, to identify causes of
the collapse of the multi-storied
Rangs Bhaban and to take "legal
actions” against those responsible
forthe "negligence”.

“The rule is made returnable
within two weeks," says the court
order, as fire fighters, in the mean-
time, resumed their operation for
clearing the wreckage and pulled
out four more badies in decom-
posed state:

Advocate Manzill Murshed
appeared for the petitioner.

4 bodies recovered___

FROM PAGE 1

The vibrations caused by the
machineries almost led to the begin-
ning of fresh collapse of the pile of
debris. To avoid this, the rescue team
had to change its methods to get
through to the bodies located on
differentfloors of the building,

Earlier yesterday experts on the
site had suspended rescue efforts
when the firefighters had been
attempting to rescue the same bod-
iesonsecurity grounds.

Seven more labourers and a
security guard of Rangs Bhaban still
remain missing, six days after the
cave-inincidentatthe building,

Survivors have said a group of
labourers were sleeping on the sev-
enthand eighth floors of the building
when the accidentoccurred.

The dead were identified as
AminulIslam, 20, Ruhul Amin, 48, his
two brother-in-laws Delwar Hossain,
45,and Zahid Mollah, 25,

Aminul's body was recovered
from the eighth floor. The other three
bodies were recovered from the
seventhfloor.

Ruhul, Zahid and Delwar hailed
from Uzandia village under
Madhukhali upazila in Faridpur

“district while Aminul Islam was from

Katlamari village under Fulchhari
upazilainGaibandhadistrict

Fire Service and Civil Defence
(FSCD) sources said at least 84 fire
fighters took part in the operation
yesterday.

Dr Istiaq Ahmed, Associate
Professor of Civil Engineering
Department of the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (Buet), said that the
bodies that remained missing now
might be buried under damaged
slabs.

Ahmed is a member of the three-
member committee set up to probe
theincident,

He estimated that there was
around 2,000 metric ton of debris on
the different floars of the building
and it would take quite some time to
remove this and recover the other
bodiesmissing, |

A Rajuk engineer, preferring
ananymity, said it would take atleast
10 days more to complete the opera-
ton.

Wife, son
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fined Mashfiq Tk 4 crore and he
would have to spend one addi-
rional year behind bars if he fails to
paythe fine.

Furthermore, the court ordered
the state to confiscate 83 acres of
land and nine tolas of gold belong-
ing to Nasima. It also ordered o
confiscate Tk 1.2 crore worth of
properties owned by her son
Mashfiq. "
. Nasima was sentenced to one
year's imprisonment for not sub-
mitting her tax returns to National
Board of Revenue (NBR) in tax
years from 2002-03 to 2006-07 and
another five years for evading tax
by concealing information about
properties worth Tk 1.78 crore.

However, Nasima would have to
serve only five years' prison term
since the court ordered her sen-
tences to be effective concurrently.

Pasi
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disaster, the United States worked
very closely with the civilian and
military agencies of a number of
countries,” she said during a live
chaton the Internetlastnight.

Asked if she thinks the election
roadmap is interrupted by the
present Sidr crisis, Pasi said, "We
are pleased that voter registration
continues according to schedule
despite the challenges associated
with responding to the cyclone. We
fully expect that elections will be
held on schedule, by the end of
2008. We urge the caretaker govern-
ment to restore dEmDEfﬂC‘,’EI.S soon
as possible.”

Pasi said the US military forces
who came to Bangladesh in the
immediate aftermath of cyclone
Sidr did a tremendous job in ensur-
ing that critical humanirarian
assistance could reach the maost
affected areas where infrastructure
had been destroyed.

The envoy said, "Now that the
immediate phase of relief is fin-
ished, some of our military col-
leagues have departed, as naturally
happens in similar circum-
stances.”

But, Pasi said the United States
will be here for the long-term and
very difficult task of reconstruction
and rehabilitation in the cyclone-
affected areas.

She said the US has so far deliv-
ered more than $19.5 million in
aid--thatis money spent and deliv-
ered, notpledged.

Asked about experience the US
military gathered from Sea Angel 11
in Bangladesh, Pasi said the coop-
eration between the US and
Bangladeshi military forces was
mutually beneficial.

Sigma
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A division bench coinprising
Justice M Mozammel Hossain and
Justice Syed AB Mahmudul Hug
granted the bail following separate
petitions.

This s for the first time the High
Court granted bail to two convicts
who were tried and punished by a
special court under the Emergency
Power Rules.

On August 27, a special court
sentenced Sigma Huda to three
years simple imprisonment while
her husband Huda to seven years
rigorous imprisonment.

Tamilies. The countiy

NEWS

Govt plans
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On rehabilitation efforts, Karim
said alongside working to meet the
immediate relief needs, the gov-
ernment is trying to help the vic-
tims 'build back better livelihoods',

He said it is important to build
improved and more adaptable
livelihoods, such as building more
durable fishing trawlers.

He also said the government is
still trying to figure out a way to
ensure that farmers reap the bene-
fits of the Tk 700 crore budgetary
allocation indiesel subsidies.

Karim said the Sundarbans had
served as a "natural buffer' for the
rest of Bangladesh against the
November 15 storm. [t has been
playing the role for centuries. "We
should leave the Sundarbans alone
dnd let it grow on its own. Our
interference would only destroy its
biodiversity," he observed.

He warned that the country's
long-term agricultural production
outlook appears grim as every year
it loses | percent of its cultivable
land. However, the government
has adopted a 'vertical cultivation'
strategy focusing on planting high-
yield hybrid plants. The grains
shortage would still remain
though, headded.

On fertiliser crisis, he said the
agriculture ministry is trying to cut
out the middlemen, but farmers’
overuse of fertliser bought at a
cheap subsidised price has made it
difficult.

The adviser said Bangladesh
would have to bear the brunt of
climate change despite having an
emission rate as low as 280 kilo-
grams of carbon dioxide per per-
son. [n the developed countries,
therateis20 tons,

He said that cyclones like Sidr
will be more frequent because of
global warming and "what's com-

ing next is horrendous and will be
devastating for the country."

"[naction is notan option for us.
We must act now,” he said, as
extreme droughts and rainfall
patterns would completely change
agricultural production realities
and threaten the cbuntry's
biodiversity. .

He said some estimates put the
amount of agricultural land loss at
17 percent due to climate change,
while the country's already high
population density could shoot up
to 2000 people per square kilo-
metre for mass displacement.

Karim warned that poverty
alleviation would be pushed back
decades as food and housing secu-
rity is expected to worsen as a result
ofclimate change.

In this context, he said, the
country is in dire need of adapta-
tion technologies and transfer of
clean technologies from overseas.

"We definitely need financial
help. We are not going to beg for the
money and there is no legal basis
for compensation. Bur, it is the

* moral obligation of polluting coun-
tries to pay for Bangladesh's adap-
tation efforts,” hesaid.

Curbing emissions of green-
house gases is a must if they are to
minimise the effects of global
warmingon Bangladesh.

Karim said Bangladesh has to
lead with more local research
focused on the country's adapta-
tion needs, for which an
International Centre for Climate
Change Adaptation has been pro-
posed.

The adviser, a physicist by train-
ing, also said that the World Trade
Organisation's Trade Related
Intellectual Property Rights need
to be modified to be more condu-
cive to transfer of clean technolo-
gies to poorer nations.

Tales of the
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inaugurated the festivities.

They are: Hasna Banu, Ayesha
Begum, Rahima Begum, Asia
Begum, Noor Jahan Begum, Rahela
Begum, Surya Begum and Bahatun
Begum.

Several renowned personalities
accompanied them, They also paid
tribute to the martyrs of Liberation
War placing floral wreaths at the
Shaheed Minar.

Following the inauguration, war
veteran Hasna Banu in her speech
in Sirajganj dialect, said, "After the
independence we returned to the
village, but village leaders did not
accept the Biranganas and their
ecame
independent but Razakars and Al-
Badrs, who killed freedom fighters
and violated us, still remained
powerful.”

Later Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman kept the
Biranganas and their families in a
rehabilitation centre.

“But only after three years, they
killed the Bangabandhu and we
lost our last hope. As long as
Bangabandhu was there, we did
not have any sufferings,” she said.

"Even after so many years of
freedom, we did not receive justice.
If Bangabandhuwas here, Razakars
would have been punished," said
Hasna Banu as she was losing her
voice.

"In the twilight of my life, there
is nothing [ wantexcept the trial of
Razakars and Al-Badrs," she said.

Sammilito Sangskritik Jorte
launched the victory festival across
the country simultaneously. The
inaugural session began with the

Biranganas

National Anthem and a minute's
silence to pay respect to the mar-
tyrsof the Liberation War.

Prof Anisuzzaman, Ramendu
Majumdar, Asaduzzaman Noor,
Mofidul Haque, Nasiruddin Yusuf
Bachchu, Golam Quddus,;
Salauddin Badal, Mannan Hira,
Afroza Banu, Sabina Lohani,
Jyotsna Biswas and other cultural
personalities were also present. -

The speakers demanded imme-
diate trial of the war criminals by
forming a special tribunal. They
vawed to continue their movement
until the trial of all Razakars, Al-
Badrs and other war criminals were

. held,

independent country, its anti-
liberation forces recently said the
Liberation War was a civil war;
freedom fighters went to war out of
lust for women and wealth and
there are no war criminals in the
country. s

"They dared to make comments
like this because we could not take
measures against them all these
years," hesaid.

He said, "There is a surge of
public opinion for the trial of war
criminals. We urge the government
to let the war criminals be tried in a
special tribunal. Let there be a
commission formed to collect
information about their misdeeds
during the Liberation War."

Members of cultural organisa-
tions--Rhirshijo, Krant, Padatik
and Bonhishikha--sang patriotic
songs while Shwattik Natya
Samproday and Kotha Abritti
Kendra staged a play and recited
poems.

People feel safe
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Battalion senior under officer M
Touhidur Rahman was awarded
the coveted Sword-of-Honour as
the best all-round cadet in the 57th
BMA Long Course,

Midshipman Yasir Hasnat got
the Sword-of-Hanour award for his
best performance in all subjects of
the Naval Academy.

Flight cader under officer
Mohammad Tanbir Adib was given
the Sword-of-Honour award for his
best performance in all subjects of
the Air Force Academy.

Earlier, a guard of honour was
given to the CA by a contingent of
cadets of the three services at the
parade ground. He reviewed the
paradeinanopenjeep.

The head of the caretaker gov-
ernment asked the newly commis-
sioned officers to move ahead with
determination keeping in mind
that all members of the armed
forces are sons of this soil and
inseparable partofthis country.

Recalling the two terrible floods
and devastating cyclone Sidr in
recent times, the CA said thearmed
forces played a leading role in
rescue, relief and rehabilitation
programmes and earned people's
love and confidence.

Moreaover, hesaid, therole of the
armed forces in maintaining
democracy, protecting people's
rights and assisting the civil admin-
istration is praiseworthy.

He observed that the people are
heaving a sigh of relief in the wake

‘of the armed force's courageous

role in building a corruption and
terrorism-free country. Besides,
peace is prevailing in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts due to their
farsighted role.

Bangladesh has made its own
prestigious position by winning
Nobel Prize in world peace and
different international and
regional forums, he noted.

He said the members of the

armed forces are acclaimed all over
the world for thelr role in the inter-
national arena, in protecting peace
and security, salvaging democracy
and post-war reconstruction and
other welfare activities.

The CA noted that the first-ever
combined President Parade is an
important milestone in the march
forward of the history of the armed
forces. $

He said the importance of the
armed forces of an indépendent
and sovergign nation is immense,
After the independence, the mili-
tary academy was setup to build an
ideal, efficient and professional
armed force,

The CA observed that
Bangladesh's military academy
remained as a unique symbol of
making international amity and
national prestige.

“Bangladesh Armed Forces are
the sentinel of our independence
and sovereignty and symbol of
national unity,” he said, adding
that the forces were born in awar of
independence.

Earlier, Army Chief General
Moeen U Ahmed, Naval Chief Vice
Admiral Sarwar Jahan Nizam and
Air Force Chief Air Marshal SM
Ziaur Rahman received the chief
adviser on his arrival at the BMA
Parade Ground.

Communications Adviser, top
civil and military officials, diplo-
mats and, parents and guardians of
the newly commissioned officers,
among others, were present at the
function.

Privatisation
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fabricated report on a major
national issue is undesirable,
unwanted and unnecessary. This
concocted report has already
jeopardised ourimage athome and
abroad,” the rejoinder said.

Prof Anisuzzaman said in an

EU to give 33.6m
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providing high-quality statistical
datarelated to food security.

The goals also include
strengthening the implantation
monitoring and evaluation capac-
ity of a comprehensive, equitable
and gendér-sensitive pro-poor
Mational Food Policy and Action
Plan, promotion of optimal farm-
. ing practices for enhanced pro-
duction and access by vulnerable
households of nutritious food
through crop diversification and
sustainable improvements in soil
fertility.

"Although poverty rates in
Bangladesh have gone down by
about 10 percentage points since
the early 19905, it still has the
third-highest absolute number of
poor and malnourished people in
the world, affecting almost half its
population. Women and children
remain especially vulnerable,”
says the European Commission.

Horrors

FROM PAGE 1

Noor said, "I always prayed to
Allah..I did not understand why
they abducted me."

After around three months,
Moor heard them mention the
word "khalash” in their conversa-
tons. At first, he could not catch
the meaning of the word. But later,
when they mentioned Bangladesh,
he thoughtitwas abouthisrelease,

"They then shifted me w a
different place with my eyes tied
and left me alone,” Noor said,
adding that Afghan security per-
sonnel rescued him from there and
gave him food and shelter that
night.

"I was then handed over to Brac
Country Director in Afghanistan
Gunendra Roy. [ stayed at his resi-
dence fora few days," he said.

Noor thanked the media, say-
ing, "Reporting in newspapers on
my abduction has helped a lot for
my release.” -

' Wﬂltlﬂg
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“ill-fated relatives and take those
home for burial assoon as possible.

Nazeul [slam, a 60-year-old
survivor, has also been waiting for
the last six days although none of
those trapped inside is his relative.
"They have been my fellow workers
for a long tme, How can [ leave
them trapped inside the debris? It
is my duty and responsibility 1o
take their bo
over those to their relatives,” the
old man said.

The relatives said they have
-been staying around the Rangs
building almost without any food
andmoney.

Many said they are not sure if
they will get the bodies of their
relatives.

Four bodies have been recov-
ered and eight others remained
missing since the Rangs Bhaban
collapsed on Saturday night.

The recovery work could not
advance much because of the
risky condition of the collapsed
building.

Power import
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the private sector has to come
forward to remove the roadblocks.

"We need to involve the private
sector of the two countries in any
initiative... MNothing can maove
forward without support of the
private sector,” he told the func-
tion.

Responding to a query from the
audience, Tapan Chowdhury said
Saarc Food Security Bank was
established about 20 years ago, but
itwasjustin paper, notinfunction.

Prof Rehman Sobhan in his
remarks pointed out that a
4,000MW power plant is being
implemented under the joint
venture of private and public sec-
tors.

As Bangladesh is facing severe
power shortages, it can import
electricity from the project.

indian MP from Orissa MAK
Swain, who belongs ro BJE sald
there is mistrust because
Bangladesh people feel India is
doing something secretly, which
will bedisastrous for Bangladesh.

He cited Farakka Barrage pro-
ject, a bone of contention between
thetwo next-door neighbours.

On the other hand, the Indian
people felt that Bangladesh is not
giving proper honour to the sacri-
fice made by the Indian soldiers
during the Liberation War.

"But, now, India started realis-
ing that without prosperous neigh-
bour, its dream to become a super-
power by 2025 will not be
achieved... that's why we're sup-
porting neighbour's develop-
ment.”

Former fatiya Party lawmaker
GM Quader sald Dhaka-Kolkata
train service is now facing problem
onthequestionofsecurity.

"Butwhat should get priority--is
it security or the benefit of the
people of the two countries?...if it
is the benefit of the people, the
governments of both the countries
should resolve the issue as soon as
possible,” he said.

Former Indian high commis-
sioners to Bangladesh Muchkund
Dubey and Deb Mukherjee, AMA
Muhit and CPD Executive Director
Praf Mustafizur Rahman, among

athers, took partin the dialogue.

‘harme o hand |
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Govts overlooked

FROM PAGE 1
shetold this paper.

Asked whether she now plans to
appeal to the present government to
revive the issue, Farida said Chief
Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed's
temarks about the war criminals
encouraged her but the law adviser's
comments about a recent similar
case ook no tme o dampen her
enthusiasm,

One Fazlur Rahman filed the
sedition case with Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's Court
against Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary
General Ali Ahsan Mohammad
Mujahid, Assistant Secretary General
Abdul Quader Mollah and Md Abdul
Hannan, former chairman of Islami
Bank.

His case statement said the three
accused acted against the liberation
war and Cﬂl'l-'i!!l‘.l out massacres
through al-Badr, al-Shams and
Razakar forces in 1971, thus commit-
tingsedition.

The CID, after long investigation
into Prof Farida's case, forwarded its
repart to the home ministry twice, in
1998 and 2002, with the observations
that the government needs to file a
case under International Crimes
(Tribunals) Act 1973 o ensure pun-
ishmentto thekillers.

It mentioned that the case is not
maintainable under the existing
criminal laws. Subsequent govern-
ments, however, did not make any
moveto fileacaseunder theact.

CID's senior ASP and investiga-
tion officer of the case MunshiAtiqur
Rahman had done intensive investi-
gations on the basis of the case
papers.

He talked to the families of mar-
tyred teachersand students of Dhaka
University and other educational
institutions. The investigators also
watched War Crimes File, a
programme aired by British broad-
caster Channel 4, in the hope of
gettingmore leadson thecase.

The CID eventually named 40
persons as witnesses and submitted
finalreportofthe case.

According to the case statement,
al-Badr members Mainuddin and
Ashrafuzzaman picked up
Giasuddin Ahmed from Muhsin Hall
premises, blindfolded him and
whisked him in a microbus w an
undisclosed location on December

_14in1971. Henevercame back.

The plaintiff said she and her
relatives had identified his decom-
posed body on January5in 1972,

They later came to know that
Dhaka University teachers Dr
Mohammad Mortaza, Dr Abul Khair,
Prof Rashidul Hasan, Prof Anwar
Pasha, Prof Sirajul Haq and some
other teachers had been taken away
inthesameway.

ey
Dr Mortoza's wife and Prof
Sirajul's son could identify two of the
abductors who were Chowdhury
Mainuddinand Ashrafuzzaman.
Investigation officer Munshi
Atiqur Rahman, who has recently
retired from service, told The Daily
Star yesterday that he sent in the file
to the home ministry, "The file was
later sent to the law ministry and I
don't knowwhat hag'péned toitafter
that.” =
CID sources said they recom-
mended the formation of a tribunal
and investigation of the case under
the International Crimes (Tribunals)
Act 1973 as late Sirajul Haque, who
was appointed chief prosecutor in
1972 in the case against collabora-
tors, observed thatthe case shouldbe
conducted under the act and that
such a case would not be effective
undertheexistingcriminal laws.
The sources also said the home
ministrysent thefile to the lawminis-
try for its opinion in January 2000. It,
however, never came back as the
Awami League government did not
givemuchattention to the casein the
remaining 18 monthsofits tenure.
Nothing about the CID file could
be known from the home and law
ministries.
Law Adviser Barrister Mainul
Hosein also told The Daily Star that
heknowsnothingaboutit.

Lorry runs over
schoolgirl in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Aschoolgirl was crushed under the
wheels of a covered van at Paltan in
the capital last night as her parents
and sister witnessed the horrifying
incident.

A student of Segun Bagicha
RahimaGirls' High School, Farzana
Akhter Shila, 14, was on a rickshaw
heading for Peer Yiamini Market at
Gulistan along with her parents
and sister to do their Eid shopping
around 9:00pm.

Her father, Public Works
Department employee Ziaul Huq
Zia, said, when they reached Paltan
from their Segun Bagicha home,
the covered van hit their rickshaw
from behind. Shila was thrown on
to the street and wascrushed under
the wheelsof the van.

Shedied on thespot, -

The body was sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital. Herelder
sister Salma Akhter was also
injured.

Paltan police seized the covered
vanandarrested itsdriver.

Jobs abroad

FROM PAGE 20
everything possible to bring him
back once he [Nur Mohammad]|
returned home.

After his return, the
Bangladesh police boss con-

tacted local representatives of

International Organisation of
Migration, which finally paid the
travel expenses for Ramizuddin,

Father of five children,
Ramizuddin seemed mentally
disturbed when he was talking to
the reporters at the press confer-
ence.

He went to Dubai in early 2005
under a visa sent by his elder
brother Mumin Uddin and
earned a handsome amount as a
building construction worker.

He said he decided to migrate
to Europe after Shamsur
Rahman, member of an interna-
tonal human trafficking gang,
promised him of asalary of Tk 1.5
lakh to Tk 2 lakh per month,

Dubai-based Rahman rtook
around Tk 6 lakh from him to
'fulfil his promise.

The gang was supposed to take
him along with others to Spain
through Nizar, Algeria, Morocco
and the strait of Gibraltar.

Rahman first sent Ramizuddin
to Nigerian capital Nizar on May
29 where a local received him. He
was later taken to a hotel where
he mer L4 other Bangladeshis.

The victim said after two
months they were driven towards
Algeria on an eight-seated bus. By
that time, they lost their pass-
ports and others documents to
the local agents of the gang.

After 15 days through the

Hasina trial

FROM PAGE 1
Division headed by Chief Justice M
Ruhul Amin stayed the High Court
orders, removing the obstacle to
hold the trial of the case at the
relocated court in the parliament-
building complex.

Reacting to the latest court
orders, a top counsel for Hasina,
Barrister Shafique Ahmed, told
newsmen that it was "unheard of"
as the court did not hear the other
side. He said they were surprised
and disappointed,

"In my 40 years of legal profes-
sion, Ihave never experienced such
an event in the highest court of
law," he said.

Addidonal Attorney General
Saleh Uddin Ahmed moved the
stay petition, as it preferred leave to
appeal to overturn the High Court
orders.

A Special Public Prosecutor for
the Anti-Corruption Commission
{ACC) told UNB yesterday evening
that following the Supreme Court
orders they informed the trial judge
inwriting aboutit.

Judge Azizul Haque in an order
said he will take next course of
action after receiving the certified
copy of the Supreme Courtorders.

desert and hills, they reached
Algeria border, half-starved with
little watertodrink. |

An agent of Rahman received
them on Morocco border and
kept then in different Moroccan
cities for over a month. Finally,
the agent took them to a jungle
and left them there saying he
would return the next day.

The next day never came any-
way. In the jungles they encoun-
tered robbers whobeatthemupand
tookaway whateverleft to them.

"My fellow jobseeker Alamgir
and I finally decided to walk
about 400 kilometres through
Sahara to reach the Bangladesh
Embassy,” Ramizuddin added.

The embassy sent Alamgir
back home on October 4, but
could not do anything for
Ramizuddin due to fund short-
age, the IGP told the press.

Musharraf
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silence the free media" by ordering
TVstations to sro%ain'nglive cover-
age of political debate.

The Pakistan Electronic Media
Regulatory Authority issued a letter
Tuesday, addressed to "all satellite

. TV channels,” saying some were

still airing live coverage and taking
live telephone calls which "contain
baseless propaganda against
Pakistan and incite people to vio-
lence."

Theletter warned that the chan-
nels could be taken off the air and
those responsible jailed for up to
three years and fined up to
$170,000. %

"Every one of us in Pakistan
should share the responsibility and
work for becterment of the country
by keeping the environment con-
ducivefor the polls," Memon said.

The threat could dissuade
networks from covering fery
speeches of oppositdon %eaders
such as Nawaz Sharif and Benazir
Bhutto, two former prime minis-
ters who recently retdrned from
yearsoflivingin exile,

Both Benazir and Sharifhave hit
the campaign trail this week after
abandoning threats to boycott the
Jan, Belections.

Addressing hundreds of backers
near the eastern city of Sialkot on
Wednesday, Sharif urged people to
reject candidates from the pro-
Musharraf ruling party. "I want to
eliminate dictatorship, and I can-
not achieve this goal without your
support,” Sharifsaid. ©

Benazir repeated . accusations
that Musharraf wills use palice,
judiciary officials and administra-
tion dfg{lctionaries to cheat. She
urge emnottocomply.

E:!rhe media cmc?(ﬁg\g'l adds
concerns over whethet the elec-
tions, meant to restore democracy
after eight years of military-
dominated rule undeér Musharraf,
can be free and fair, althought the
president has repeatedly said that
he would ensure "#&lgvel playing
field" farall. R &



