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infreedomand dignity.

rtyred Intellectuals' Day
,Theyafied forusto livein freedom

HE nation observes Martyred Intellectuals' Day

today even as itstands ata crossroads of history. For

‘the people of Bangladesh, no sacrifice can be
greater in dimension and more profound in substance
than the dignified manner in which some of our best men
and women were huddled to their death on the eve of the
liberation of the country in December 1971. Indeed, the
three million Bengalis who died at the hands of the Paki-
stan occupation army and its local collaborators in the
nine months of a do or die war of liberation have left
behind an uplifting message for those of us who survived,
and for our children and their children:
which comes at a huge price is freedom that needs con-
stant sustenance and succour for it to continue playing its
dueroleinthe welfare of those who mean to benefit fromiit.

The brilliant men and women who were picked up by
gangs of al-Badr and al-Shams, all willing murder squads
in the service of the occupation forces, were individuals
who, had they lived, made invaluable contributions to the
cause of asovereign Bangladesh. [t was precisely such pos-
sibilities that the murderers sought to forestall through
picking them up and then picking them off in cowardly
manner,The aim of thekillers was simple and chilling: they
were oufon a mission to maim Bangladesh intellectually at
the very moment of its birth as a free country. But what
these collaborators of the Pakistan occupation forces
missed outwas a crucial lesson from history, which is thata
nation can only emerge reinforced through the valourand
sacrifices ofits patriotic souls. This morning, itis justsucha
reinforcement of freedom and the principles underpin-
ningitthatwerecalland mean to uphold.

Andyetwe have arrived ata pointwhere the old enemies
of freedom and their new adherents have with audacity
questioned our historic achievernents as a nation. Our
response to such brazen assaults on our political traditions
has been swift and natural. We believe, together with the
rest of the nation, that the time has come for the govern-
ment to have the process of a trial of the old war criminals
get underway. It is absolutely necessary that the dark ele-
ments, which have of late questioned the spirit of the war
of liberation and have thereby insulted the millions who
have sacrificed their lives in the cause of the country, be put
through the lawand dealtwith in terms of justice.

And only when that task is accomplished will we be
keeping faith with our martyred intellectuals, with all the
millions who died in 1971 so that the rest of us could live

Ringingindictmenton

constitutional violation
The lesson should never be lostin future

i N tHis country where'the most obvious, sensible and
expected gets overridden by governmental expediency,
without a blink of an eye, it is the high judiciary that

_comes to overturn the aberration as a breath of fresh air. Itis
in this light that we welcome the High Court verdict declar-
ing 'illegal' the appointmentofjustice MAAziz as Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner while he wasanincumbentjustice of the
Supreme Court Appellate Division. That nobody could con-
currently hold two constitutional posts was never in doubt
and that is why controversy stalked justice MA Aziz from the
first day of his assumption of office as CEC bringing down
credibility of the EC with it. The pertinent question is he
being himself a serving judge with vast experience how
could he accept the offer from the government of the day to
betheChiefElection Commissioner?

From May 23, 2005 when he assumed charge of CEC to
January21, 2007 when he resigned in the face of mounting
political pressure, his two-year stintis bhghtcd byacontro-

Versy over preparinga freshvoterlistignoringa High Court
directive, He also misspent money on the project. With the
en masse appointment of upazila election officers of alleg-
edly partisan credentials he seemed to confirm the public
impression of serving theagendaofhis benefactor.

Nevertheless, the responsibility lay with the BNF-led
four-party alliance government for.inducting him as the
Chief Election Commissioner knowing the impropriety
of allowing a single person to hold two constitutional
posts simultaneously. Who advised them to do so? Did
they seek legal advice from constitutional experts, or the
Attorney General for that matter? They could also refer
thematter to Supreme Courtforits opinion.

The government was hell-bent on appointing him by
way of politicising a statutory body like the EC which
undermined not only the EC but also impinged on the
freedom and dignity of the judiciary. The message should
notbeloston future governments.

that freedom
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Cometh the hour

| ZAFARSOBHAN =

NOTHER year, another
December 14. Once
again, we mourn the loss

of the intellectuals butchered on
that day as well as the hundreds
of others who were hunted
down, tortured, and killed dur-

ing the course of the none

months long liberation war.
Andonce again, once December
14 is safely behind us, we conve-
niently forget the martyred
intellectuals for another year,
and go back to our everyday
lives.

December 16 will be no dif-
ferent, though the mood will be
more festive and celebratory
than somber and solemn. We
will all fly Bangladeshi flags and
lay wreaths and attend func-
tions and watch television pro-
grams extolling the bravery ofall
those who fought and gave their
lives for our freedom.

We will honour their memory
and patriotism and pride will
stir in our hearts, and then we
will return to the actual living
reality that is Bangladesh today.
The living, breathing reality,
which neither honours nor
respects our martyrs or our
heroes or anyone or anything
else that should be precious and
sacred to our hearts.

So this is my plua to the interim govamment on thls De:ember 14 show the nation ihat
that you are on our side. Silence the doubters and the nay-sayers. The time has come.
Demonstrate to the people that you are true patriots and that you mean business.
Cometh the hour, cometh the man.

It has been written before, by
writers far better than I could
ever hope to be, but it bears
repeating again and again, that
so much we have done and
continue to do, from our failure
to try the war criminals and
collaborators, to their rehabili-
tation, to permitting them to
enter politics, to actually toler-
ating them in our government --
is an insult to the memory all
those who fought and died in
1971.

Enough ink has been spilled
and enough tears have been
shed over this travesty. Perhaps
it is simply time to accept the
awful truth about ourselves: that
we are a country that doesn't
respect our past or honour our
history. It is a shame, and [ do
not want to believe it, but per-
haps the time has come to look
into the mirror and admit that
this is who we are.

Or perhaps it is who we have
been for the past thirty-six years.
But that doesn't mean it is who
we have to be forever. Though if
we do not act now, [ fear that we
will be, and that our failure here
will continue to be what defines
us and our destinies.

But there are glimmers of
hope on the horizon. Of late, at
long last, there has been much
talk of finally, once and for all,

trying the war criminals and
collaborators, to ban anti-
liberation elements from poli-

tics. The Liberation War sector .

commanders have united
behind this demand, and the
people are with them. Forwhat-
ever reason, no political govern-
mentever did what needed to be
done, but maybe, just maybe,
the current interim government
will.

The interim government has
had a mixed record in the eleven
months it has been in power. It
has done some things well,
others not so well. It has pre-
sided over incredibly difficult
times, flood, cyclone, global rice
in food prices, global rise in oil
prices, and the times are not
going to get any better any time
5000.

As such, the government
needs all the support that it can
get.

One of the reasons it has not
had as much support as it might
have has been due to some of
the actions it has taken (or not
taken), and the consequent
perception that it is showing
partiality, and, most impor-
tantly, that it remains soft on the
pseudo-Islamicelements within
thepolity.

The problemis notsimply, for
instance, its heavy-handed

treatmnent of the DU and RU
teachers and students, which
met with almost universal criti-
cism. That would be bad
enough for the government,

But this is compounded by
the fact that the government has
seemingly given pseudo-Islamic
protestors a free pass when they
have taken to the streets in vio-
lation of the state of emergency.
Eminent DU Professor
Anisuzzaman was absolutely
right when he stated earlier this
week: "We have seen the protas-
tors against the daily Prothom
Alo. None of them was arrested
or convicted."

The current government will
continue to have problems. [t
will continue to face difficult
situations which would test any
government. It will continue to
face opposition from AL and
BNP hard-liners. It will con-
tinue to face opposition from
the left. It will continue to face
opposition from civil libertari-
ans and democrats of every
shade and stripe, and not all of
them will be merely opportunis-
tic shills: honest, conscientious,
thoughtful, committed men and
women will also oppose them.

The government thus needs
all the help itcan get. Itneedsto
shore up its support, and, more
importantly, it needs to share up

its credibility.

The best way, as [ have been
arguing myself blue in the face
for the past 11 months, is to
show that it is on the side of the
people. Pro-people polices will
go a long way to easing public
anxiety.

The government should also
ease up on civil liberties and
understand that to do so will
helpit, nothurtit. Looseningup
on the media and permitting at
least some level of political
activity will actually do far more
good for the government's
image than any possible dam-
age it might suffer as a conse-
quence.

But another important thing
for this government to do, which
is past overdue, would be to
demonstrate boldly and forth-
rightly that it is not a front for
reactionary forces. This means
not giving the Jamaat a pass
when it comes to the anti-
corruption crackdown. This
means notgiving HizbutTahrira
pass when it holds street dem-
onstrations in open defiance of
the emergency. This means
taking a strong stand against
war criminals and anti-
liberation elements.

When the government
refuses to pursue the Jamaat
with the vigour that it has gone
after the other parties, people
begin to wonder.

When the government per-
mits pseudo-Islamics to protest
in the streets and threaten vio-
lence with impunity, people
begin to wonder.

When the government high-
handedly dismisses the possi-
bility of action against war crim-
inals, people begin to wonder.

The government does not
need to make any imore people
wonder about it or to doubt its
good intentions. Taking con-
crete measures to- bring war
criminals to book and to ban
them from politics wouk&;be a
superb way to show to all the
doubters that the government is
onthesideofthe people.

With a single stroke, the gov-
ernment has a golden opportu-
nity to renew the people's faith
in its good intentions. With a
single stroke, by doing some-
thing no elected government
ever did, the government could
fully justify its continued tenure
and demonstrate its commit-
ment to the Bangladeshi people.

If this government does it,
then the men and women who
comprise it will go down in
history and will be honoured
forevermore, Of everything else
they do or do not do, this will be
remembered and this will be
appreciated by generations of
Bangladeshis to come.

And the credibility the gov-
ernment will gain thereby will
help it immeasurably in achiev-
ing all its other goals. ['simply
do not understand why it would
not take this single step. Itisthe
right thing to do -- and it is the
smart thing to do.

So this is my plea to the
interim government on this
December 14: show the nation
that that you are on our side.
Silence the doubters and the
nay-sayers. The time has come,
Demonstrate to the people that
you are true patriots and that
you mean business. Cometh the
hour, cometh the man.

Zafar Sobhan|sAssistant Editor, The Daily Star.

The conspiracy of silence

MOHAMMAD BADRUL AHSAN

In our case, the aiieged war cnmmals 1rent respectmg the sniam:a They appear on

television-to qui

about how many paople were killed or raped .in 1971 and to

undermine the sacrifice of our freedom f!gh!ers They still refuse to confess that they
were wrong in 1971. That is the irony of it. We are a proud nation which is bringing back
the remains of our martyrs. We are also a clumsy nation which can't get rid of the

remains of its traitors.

freedom fighter went to
court to bring sedition
charges against three

men. His lawyer prepared the
brief and the judge accepted the
case. Then the law minister
threw a cold blanket on the
entire thing. He rightly pointed
out that all along it was flawed
by a procedural mistake.
Sedition by definition is resis-
tance to the legal authority to
disturb the peace or disrupt the
government. So, the govern-
ment alone has the locus standi
to incriminate its rebellious
citizens. Once again, we have let
our convt ion for the trial of the
war criminals of 1971 slide into
confusion.

But a citizen can always ask
the government to bring sedi-
tion charges against another
citizen or a group of them. In
April, 2006 the Christian Action
Network had sent a legal letter
to the US Justice Department
demanding Al Gore be investi-
gated for sedition charges
against the United States. The

former US vice-president had
delivered a speech in Saudi
Arabia accusing the United
States and President George
Bush of committing "terrible
abuses” against Arabs in
America.

The million dollar question is
why our governments haven't
done anything to try the killers
and collaborators of 19717 Even
when, the "pro-liberation”
party, as Awami League has
always claimed itself, ruled the
country for five years, it didn't
lift a finger to touch any of
them. Moral authority works
like a license. It expires on the
date one doesn’t practice what
one preaches.

The crux of the problem is
what can the citizens do if the
government is impervious to
their sentiments? In democ-
racy, they can wait until the
election to replace it with
another government. What
happens if government after
government does nothing
aboutit? Thenit's time to take a

hint. May be what the citizens
would like the government to
do is veiled under a conspiracy
ofsilence.

History is not exactly rife with
such hints, but the example of
France comes to mind. The trial
of the Vichy traitors, the
Frenchmen who had collabo-
rated with the Germans after the
occupationof France, still pricks
many French minds. Some of
those men were brought to trial,
but only thosc who were caught
early paid the price. All over the
country, women had their heads
shaved in shame because of
their horizontal collaboration.

One thing never happened.
There was not a fundamental
indictment of the Vichy regime.
Nobody questioned why key
institutions had served the Nazi
occupiers. Soon the judges and
jailers, police and upper classes
from the old regime were
restored. Some of it was politi-
cal calculations by the Gaullists
to swell their ranks joined by
the followers of Marshal Pétain.

It was decided to be discreet
about the wartime history. The
schoolbooks taught more
about the Battle of Britain or
Pearl Harhor than about Pétain,
Vichy, and collaboration.

The conspiracy of this
silence was countenanced by
governments of all political
complexions. [t went so far that
Frangois Mitterrand, who was a
member of the Resistance, laid
wreath on Pétain's tomb year
after year to celebrate the anni-
versary of Verdun. It was as if a
freedom fighter elected presi-
dent of Bangladesh were to take
flowers to the grave of Golam
Azam alter his death,

What has happened in our
case is an obvious obfuscation.
Whether it is political exigency
orinfluence of powers that may
be, the trial of the war criminals
has been always pushed back. If
the war criminals are crawling
out of their hideouts after all
these years to scorn the
Liberation War, it's because
they have been nourished in

the dark and damp corners of

.our conscience where the mar-

tyrs' blood has been categori-
cally usurped by narrow inter-
ests.

That wsurpation has taken
many faorms: The war criminals’
have been restored to power
through political alliance. And
we have also deviated from the
ideals of freedom. Just think
about the audacity of a govern-
ment minister who named the
"Liberation Square” in his
constituency after his late
father, who was also a minister
once. Who proposed it? Who
opposed it? The answers are
blowing in the wind, the wind
that sways the sign of that
name, which is still hanging in
itsplace.

That' explains why those
three men tried to expound
new hypotheses about our
freedom fighters and the
Liberation War. That also
explains why, thirty-six years
later, we make procedural
mistakes when going after the
war criminals. If one of those
three men was arguing that
what had happened in 1971
were a freedom struggle and a
civil war at the same time, it's
because he was mixed up in his
mind. But that doesn't spare
the rest of us. It's the same
sandstorm that blinds them
which is also blinding us.

How? If they don't recognise
the Liberation War, we don't

recognise the civil war. That
puts us in the same blind spot
where we are still fighting each
other. It's amazing to watch
how the line between these
two kindg of wars has-been

.bllirnng aver the years’ The

line almost disappeared last
October when battles were
pitched on the street, when
one side was shouting instruc-
tions to attack and the other
side was ruthiessly beating a
man to his death as if they
killed a deadly viper.

There is, however, one dif-
ference between France and
us. Even though a ecertain seg-
ment of the French society
isn't happy about it, everyone
tries to put it behind them.
They have learned to respect
the silence, remembering to
forget and forgetting to
remember. _

In our case, the alleged war
criminals aren't respecting the
silence. They appear on televi-
sion to quip about how many
people were killed or raped in
1971 and to undermine the
sacrifice of our freedom fight-
ers. They still refuse to confess
that they were wrongin 1971,

That is the irony of it. We are
a proud nation which is bring-
ing back the remains of our
martyrs. We are also a clumsy
nation which can't get rid of
the remains of its traitors.

Mohammad Badrul Ahsan|s a banker.

A tribute to Bir Shrestho Munshi Abdur

At this tlme, hayond the call of duty, to tﬂ

2

AT e

peril of his life, Sepoy Munshi Abdur Rab,

who was operating a light machine gun, volunteered to stay. Fully knowing that he
would not be able to withdraw, he provided covering fire while Khalikuzzaman could
withdraw our troops from the precarious situation. He continued to fire on the
approaching enemy and kept them from getting a foothold on our position till such time
that he received a direct hit of a mortar shell.

LT. GEN. (RETD) MIR SHAWKAT
ALL BU

EEPING Enemy options in

mind, [ asked Capt. Aftab

Qader to put more stress of

his defences on the khal Qader

agreed with me and said that he

would do s, first thing in the morm-

ing. T asked Khalikuzzaman to co-

ordinate withQacder to ensure block-

ing oFthe tiver totally, Thirdly, [ was

completely ignorant regarding the

. vast areas across the river on [o
Kasalonghills.

Incasetherumours regarding the
Mizos were true then it would be a
d_lﬁuﬂ slﬁhﬂ as my HQ would
ﬁmqsiandazhmaiened of a surprise

_a* et Consequently, [ ordered

Mafuztostart planning tosend outa
long distance patrol to go over the
area and bring back the report as
soonas possible,

After we ended our little briefing,
the officers had a sort of dinner with
meand by midnight were with their
troops, [ went round the troops near

me and was happy to see their .

morale was quite high. Though
same tried to express their anxiety,
but [ was able to reassure them with
some pep talk and returned to the
dakbungalow

The night wote on. Save for the
howling of some animals, it was all
quiet throughout the night. On the
morning of April 17, Iwasawakened
by a soldier who informed me of the
sound of mun shots coming from the

direction of Rangamat. [ quickly got
up and stood on the bank of the river
from where I would be able to hear
maore clearly.

Soon it was obvious that a battle
was raging on either in
Khalikuzzaman's or Qader's posi-
tion near the river. A litdle later, [ was
informed that a launch with around
20 enemy soldiers had approached
Khalikuzzaman's position while
reconnoitring the area. As they
neared the land, they had opened
fire to draw fire from our position to
confirm our disposition. Cleverly
there was no reaction from our
troops till the launch was almoston
our defences. At that point our
troops had opened up with all the
weapons that they had, there was

some exchange of fire butthe enemy
had no chance on the river, they
suffered heavy casualties but man-
aged to turn the launch round to flee
back towards Rangamati. Sadly, we
lost one young soldier who was hit
while running to get more ammuni-
tion from the next door wench. He
was buried on the spot at Burighat.
The restof the day passed peacefully
withoutany farther incident.

On the moming of April 18, the
enemy again advanced through
Chengi Khal, but this time in good
strength. They brought up two
launches and a speedboat that was
waging in front. Being beaten the
previous day, they took the precau-
tion of remaining on the far side of
the river least knowing about
Mafuz's position who was also on
the far side of the river. As soon as
they were within range, our troops
had opened up with rifles and light
machine guns. The enemy quickly
turned away and disembarked at a
little distance on the far side. They
had 3-inch mortars with them and
they started shelling on Mafuz's
defences, however after some time
they went back. Fortunately we had

Rauf

nocasualty.

There was another incident at
Kutubchari the same day in the
afternoon, where Subedar Motaleb
successfully ambushed a Pakistani
convoy carrying six truck loads of
troops on the Chittagong-
Rangamati road. Pakistanis had
casualties of 30 to 40 men and three
lorries were damaged. 1 congratu-
lated Motaleb as this was a splendid
job which would certainly demoral-
1setheenemy.

So far, the enemy activities were
small and sporadic, thus it was
obvious that they, at this point, were
engaged in collection of informa-
tionaggressively, regarding our exact
positions, strength, and capability.
However, the silver lining was thatto
collect the information they had to
pay all the way in terms of casualties
while we had reasonably preserved
ourselves and yet were holding onto
ourpositions.

During this period, we developed
a good courder system and estab-
lished regular communication
within our positions and especially
with Ramgarh. [t was understood

that Major Zia after leaving
Khalurghat had opened up a new
front with available troops at
Ramgarh and was operating on the
Comilla-Chittagong road near

_Kumira and Sitakund. Capt. Oli who

had left us at Mahalchari was now
deployed by Major Zia at
Chikoncharatostop enemyadvance
towards Ramgarh. This was very
comforting as my rear towards
Ramgarh was more or less secure,
hence I could concentrate fully on
our battles with Pakistani troops
who were operating from their base
atRangamati.

As was expected, the enemy put
inamajorattackat3 p.m.onApril 19,
This time they zeroed in on
Khalikuzzaman's position at
Bhurighat. The enemy came by the
river route but did not launch their
attack straight away, instead they
landed on the farside of the riverata
distance from their objective. First
they deployed their mortars on the
ground and started shelling on
Khalikuzzaman's position, basing
on their assumptions from the
previous skirmishes. After the shell-

ing, they started advancing in major
strength towards our position. Along
with the mortar shelling, they
employed machine guns and
intense small arms fire on our posi-
tion. It became very difficult [or our
troops to hold on to their defences.
However, it was also not possible to
withdraw from the position unless
the position was denied to the
enemy forlong enough to gettime to
cross through water-logged area for
the nextposition,

At this time, beyond the call of
duty, to the peril of his life, Sepoy
MunshiAbdur Rab, who was operat-
ingalight machine gun, volunteerad
to stay, Fully knowing that he would
not be able to withdraw, he provided
covering fire while Khalikuzzaman
could withdraw our troops from the
precarious situatdon . Thus while
own troops could withdraw safely,
Munshihad to sacrifice his life for his
motherland.

He contnued to fire on the
approaching enemy and kept them
from getting a foothold on our posi-
tion till such time that he received a
direct hit of a mortar shell. However

this time the enemy succeeded in
neutralising their objective with
some casualtics on both side. But
Munshi's self sacrifice for his com-
rades allowed us to hold onto
Mahalchari for some more time and
kill more enemy. [ wrote the citation
of Munshi's bravery and sent it to
General Osmany. After liberation,
Sepoy Munshi Abdur Rab was
awarded the highest gallantry
award "Bir Shrestho” posthu-
mously for his this act of bravery
above and beyond the call of duty,
to the peril of his own life, which
saved the lives of his comrades and
consequently demoralised the
enemy by his example of courage
and patriotism.

On April 20, Mafuz with a fght-
ing patrol went to Burighat position
and found the remains of Munshi
and honourably buried him where
he had died. Mafuz alsa collected
some arms and ammunition that
were left behind by own troops
and reported back to me at
Mahalchari.

LL Gen. (retd) Mir Shnwkfil;\ji, BU Is a Freedom
Fightar.



