Winners in 'wasting time’

be an utter waste of time. Sitting in

front of the PC for hours, clicking direc-
tion arrows on your keyboard and getting a
backache are any parents’ definition of the
uselessness, However, when this 'uselessness’
is taken to the next level, put into challenge
and someone emerges as the champion of
wasting time, plus win some very cool prizes;|
guessthe backaches are worthit.

Our winners from the World Cyber Games
had a similar experience recently. At the end of
July 2007, the World Cyber Games (WCG) in
Bangladesh was arranged at the China-

-~ Bangladesh Friendship Centre. With 1200
participants competing head-to-head, this
gaming gig has been a memorable experience
for everyone.The two games that were played
on the only available platform, PC are NFS
Carbon and FIFA 2007. More like a knockout
tournament, where winners advance to the
next level while losers are 'knocked out’, the
gamers have tomaintain consistency through-
outthe tournament to avoid elimination.

| caught up with the 18-years-old Ahmedul
Hagque Abid, the preceding and current year's
winner of NFS Carbon for an exclusive insight
into the event.When | asked him how well he
rates local gamers on an international compe-
tition, he confidently said that Bangladeshi
gamers aren't a piece of cake to deal with.

“We are at a level where we can put up a
tough fight, so our international counterparts
need to be well-trained to win against us," he
added.

“Do you think it's unfair that gamers in
Bangladeshcan only compete by playing 2or 3
games run on PC format only? What about
console users?"was my next question.

“Itis a disadvantage,since our local technol-
ogy is very behind," replied Abid."To introduce
more games in the competition, we need more
sponsors. Unfortunately, most people aren't
very interested in spending money on com-
puter games. In this regard, gaming cafes can

play a major role. Gamers can compete with
each other at the cafes, and challenge their
skills. There are a variety of games installed at
the cafes. For those who play on consoles, the
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whole Xbox-PS vibe is still new compared to
PC.There is definite need for more players on
these platforms before it can be brought to a
competition level likeWCG,” '

On the other hand, 23-years-old Irfan Reza
Khan, who topped at FIFA 2007 had a very
different opinion on the matter.

"I think Bangladesh lags behind in aninter-
national competition mostly due to the slow
Internet speed. Online gaming is important in
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"So, how does it feel to win in something
that most parents consider pointless? Any
future plans?”l posed the final questions of the
session,

“Well, earlier, my Mum used to yell at me for
playing games all the time. | mean, keeping a
fine balance between studies and gamingisn't
easy.However,after | won, she's slightly lenient
about my love for gaming!” replied Irfan,
laughing.”l enjoy living in the moment. 50, as
long aslenjoy gaming,!'ll keep playing.”

Although gaming isn't our conventional

inners (left) can't see
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developing a gamer. When any new game is
out, gamers from other countries have the
privilege of playing it online, putting their skills
at test and practicing over a longer period of
time. Gamers in Bangladesh cannot do that,
which putsthem aheadintherace.”

Both our winners have been awarded with
very cool computers. Yes, the configurations
did make my eyeballs pop. The WCG winners
each got an Intel® Quad-Core 3.0 with 1333
MHz FSB, 2 GB DDR2 RAM, 19 inch LCD, the
usual peripherals and a whopping NVIDIA

methods of making parents proud, Abid and
Irfan have broken the norms and made their
marks in this niche. Call it wasting time or
uselessness,gaming is largely potential field in
Bangladesh, and with proper resources, stand
a pretty good chance of developing into a
bigger industry. Besides, if you can win that
kind of beauties by racing cars in virtual streets,
who wouldn't want to sit with a PC and game
onforhours?

By Sabhanaz Rashid Diya

F all the deadly diseases that can affect

our body, AIDS is the deadliest. SO far

no cure has been discovered that can
give life to an AIDS infected person.Yet, AIDS is
the disease that people seem to know the least
about. If we look at the bigger picture in the
perspective of the world, we will see that
almost anybody can be infected by it, and the
largest group considered to be vulnerable toit
are the young people between theage of 16to
28.S0 it is important to know about AIIDS and
thevirusthat causes it the HIV.

What is AIDS? Well, it is a kind of disease in
which vour basic body immunity system is
totally destroyed, leaving you vulnerable to
other diseases. Qur body is a special kind of
systemn, one which can take care of itself and

heal itself, and most medicines out there are
actually support systems which help our
body's immunity system take charge of the
healing. But if that same immunity system is
rendered useless, then a person will lose the
ability to fight even the most basic of diseases
such as fever. Indeed, a person with AIDS does-
n't die of AIDS itself, but suffers due to the
unchecked attack of other infections and
certain malignancies that eventually cause
death.

Sowhat is this HIVI HIV is a virus, except it is
a special kind of virus that attacks the white
bload cells of our body. It relies of the host cells
to replicate itself and slowly eats away the
white cells by infecting other white blood cells,
which are prime to the protection of our body

from other diseases. The important thing to
know is that, the virus only exists in our blood
stream, semen or vaginal fluid. Hence it is
internal to the body system meaning that it
cannot spread via physical contact such as
touching or kissing or by sharing of food, How-
ever, it can still spread if any of the body fluid
mentioned above is transmitted, that is,
through intercourse, by sharing of needles or
other equipments used in injecting drugs.or
things which comes in contactwith blood.

In a study taken in the United States, it was
shockingly found that although the young
people are most vulnerable to HIV, it is still the

group that knows least about it or has mis- "

taken knowledge about it. So it is no wonder
that in a Muslim country like ours, it is a taboo
topic to discuss in our family or even in school.
But HIV or AIDS knowledge is not just about
discussing taboo subjects but it is about stay-
ing alert and knowing how to deal with the
most deadly disease of the 21st century.Due to
misconceptions and the lack of open discus-
sion on this topic, we are often misunderstand-
ing those peoplewho have AIDS.

In our country,at leastin the middle income
earning group, AIDS can also spread, mostly via
sharing unsafe needle or other form of blood
transfusion. Taking drugs has become some-
what of an epidemic recently as it was on the
newspapers a lot lately (yaba). One of the
means of taking drugs is by using syringe and
these syringes are mostly unclean and contain
many.germs. and viruses, Therefore the best
way to be free from HIV or any other diseases is
nottotakedrugsatall.lfyouthinkthat nothing
can happen to you,be alarmed, for HIV can stay

in the blood stream and not show any effects .

until someone-has a disease. So if you think
that you may never have HIV by sharing nee-
dles or other items that comes in contact with
blood, think again. Warning about possibility
of contacting HIV will not be complete until we
talk about the socially dreaded three letter
word, But if we follow social and religious
norms,we can be safe here too.

The good news is, our society is changing.
There are social groups which are showing
concern about HIV and we get to talk about it
and even commemorate a World AIDS aware-
ness day. Even the government has programs
to spread awareness regarding this AIDS. It is
our life, we always have a choice,so make a safe
choice. Avoid HIV,avoid AIDS,
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