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A.speu.ll m_eeting of the Council of
Advisers yesterday planned some
important measures for the
cyclone Sidr-affected areas and
strgssed immediate stari of a long-
term rehabilitation programime.
Chaired by Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed, the meeting
disotissed ‘the latest situation of
relicl and ‘réhabilitation activitics
as Communications Adviser and
Camdmator of the Relief
Coordination Cell Maj Gen (Rtd)
MA Matin placed a report before
the council about his personal
observitions and ongoing relief
and rehabilitationopérations.
~The communications adviser
suggested taking steps to help out
middle and lower middle-class
- eyclone-affected people who are
not used to seeking relief and assis-
“tance publicly.
"They can be helped through
providing soft loans,” it was

viewed,

He also recommended a mora-
torium on cutting trees at least for
two to three years in the
Sunderbans as its flora and fauna
were largely destroyed by the dev-
astatingstorm.

Gen Matin stressed the need for
modernising the two radio centres
in Khulna and Barisal so that peo-

© ple could get information about

calamity quickly. He also
emphasised launching community
radio in the coastal belts,

The chief adviser gave guide-
lines for relief and rehabilitation
activities as well as directed the
information ministry to formulate
policy guidelines about commu-
nity radio for its quick implemen-
tation.

Members of the Council of
Advisers attended themeeting held
at the CA's Office. Cabinet
Secretary, CA's press secretary and
other secretaries concerned were
present,

Members of Sangbadik-Sramik-Karmachari Ojkya Parishad stages a demonstration in front of the Press Club in the city
yesterday demanding amendments to the recently announced sixth wage board award for them. (Story on Page 1)

with transport facility after sepa-
tation of the judiciary.

A full hierarchy of the apex
court, headed by Chief Justice
M Ruhul Amin, passed the
order.

Keeping pending the con-
tempt of court charges facing by

UNB, Dhaka

The Supreme Court yesterday
asked the government to submita
progress report by January 14 on
the steps taken for providing
supporting staff for the district-
level judicial magistrates along

SC asks govt to submit report by I

13 bureaucrats, fneluding:
top secretaries, dist
Supreme Cour
impeding the ﬁmﬂesa _
judiciary ‘-epdrﬂﬂ(}n.- thi
fixed January 16 ‘fbr
order.
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Buy a NokiaN81
and rock your way to 2 of the world's largest
music and arts festivals in the US and UK.

NOKIA
Nseries

Get a chance to take a friend to party with thousands of fans at

the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival in the USA and the

Glastonbury Festival of Contemporary Performing Arts 2008 in the

LIK! So catch the biggest stars in action with this smashing
xpense paid trip worth U5 20,000,

What's more, vou could win another NB1 for free!

v.nseries.com/dioitalplayzone

+m fetails on how to enter and win, visit
31 Kiosk at Bashundhara Shopping 3
grmlnd floor (behlnd esmlntors],

yAmend Disability
Welfare Act

| Speakers tell roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

© | Speakers at a roundtable yesterday

called for amendment to the

il Disability Welfare Act 2001 in order
§ to ensure the rights of physically

challenged people.

"It is a useless act. The frame-
wortk of the law is too weak to help
establish the rights of persons with
disabilities,” said Dr Akbar Ali
Khan, chairman of the Regulatory
Reforms Commission (RRC).

He also called for allocation of at
least for two percent of the devel-
opment budget for persons with
special needs to ensure their devel-

oprment.

Action on Disability and
Development (ADD) organised the
roundtable titled 'Rights of people
with disabilities: Need for legal
reforms and effective institutions’
at the Spectra Convention Centre
inthecity.

Speaking as the chief guest, Dr
AKbar aldo calléd for providing

with a view to encouraging it to
create employment opportuni-

ties for the persons with disabili-

ties, as the government alone
cannot solve the unemployment
problem.

"A social movement must be
launched to change the mindset
of people to help establish the
rights of the people with disabil-
ity and marginal community,"” he
added.

Addressing the first session of
the roundtable, Monsur Ahmed
Chowdhury of rhc@an‘unal Forum
of Organisations Working with the
Disabled (NFOWD), underscored
the need to change the mindset of
policymakers in order to formulate
an effective act for the physically
challenged people.

“He also called on the govern-
ment toratify the optonal protocol
ofthe UN Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities.

Presentinga keynote paper, Prof
Dr Abdullah Al Faruque, chairman,
law faculty, University of
Chittagong, said the Disability
Welfare Act 2001 does not specify
the diverse needs and rights of the
people with disabilities.

Rights-based approach should
be reflected in the legal framework
concerning the physically chal-
lenged people, he added.

Saidur Rahman, tights coordi-
nator of ADD, and Advocate 71
Khan Panna also spoke at the first
session chaired by Advocate Dr
Naim AhmedofSupreme Court.

Mosharraf Hossain, country
director of ADD, presented
another keynote paper at the
second session highlighting the
ways to make institutions working
for physically challenged people
more effective.
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tion between the government and

NGOs to strengthen its current

practices and démand more from_

cachother toimprove the quality of
programmeinterventions.

"The crispy relation between
the government and NGOs and
other developing agencies can
ensure medical services, educa-
tion, employment, transportation
and access to information for
persons with disabilities,” he-
added.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Social Welfare Secretary MA Hye
Howlader mentioned that the
government has taken an initiative
to bring necessary amendments 1o
the existingact.

Chaired by Dr Hossain Zillur
Rahman, exccutive chairman of
Power and Participation Resgarch
Centre, the second session was also
addressed by Dr Iftekharuzzaman,
executive director of Transparency
International Bangladesh, and
Rina Roy, rights direcior 'of | |
Manusher Jonno Foundation.
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He called for better coordina- &=

‘RMG worker

murdered

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A garments worker was killed when
a pair of scissors hurled by another
wotker pierced his body at their
factory in the city's Green Road
areayesterday afternoon.”

The deceased was identified as
Qamrul Hossain, 35, a helper of
cutting section of Karnafuli Fabric

Fashion Ltd and a resident of |

Lalbagh area.

"Police said Qamrul's two col-
leagues Sujan and Rubel were
engaged in quarrel. At one stage of

the quarrel Sujan threw ascissorsat [
Rubel, but missing the target it |

pierces Qamrul's chest.

Qamrul was rushed to Dhaka : .
Medical College Hospital (DMCH) |

in critical condition where he died

later, The body was sent to the

DMCH morgue forautopsy.

Police detained Sujan and Rubel

inthisconnection,

Ih' Singapore: the festivities never end. This holiday season, enjoy. grand concerts and
‘breathtaking musicals by some of the finest entertainers in the world or just stop by a street

A Cornerfor some spirited caroling, Spend your evenings ata chic nightclub, aromantic restaurant,

a fancy bar or all three. Shop till midnight on Orchard Road or dance till the wee hours of the
morningiatthe Sentosa beach party.in this vibrant city, there is something for. everyone. For more
etai!s, log ontovisitsingapore.com arwrite to delhi@stb.govisg

SINGAPORE AIRLINES |
Aa;aa_l.,wa;_f !_q.f_r,[ _:'

il Alrlines at 88115048, Chittagong 712120,

twin-sharing basis hotel accomodation mMetropoIrtan Vandadditmnaicamer ating to
security, insurance, fuel and taxes. For more details, contact your travel agent today ”Ltali Sifgapore
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