: --a.*4;+ s

strong response

tonukes grab

Islamabad test s nuclear-capable

cruise missile

Pakistan ,E!l_itary vowed a strong
response to any international
‘attemnpt to seize its atomic arsenal
asthearmysuccessfully test-fired a
ntuclear-capable cruise missile on
Tuesday. |-

. The security of Pakistan's esti-

mated 50 nuclear warheads has
been under global scrutiny since
President Pervez Musharraf
imposed a state of emergency on
November 3 citing Islamist vio-
lence and political turmaoil.
- But the chairman of Pakistan's
joint chiefs of staff, General Tariq
Majid, blasted reports by "vested
and hostilé elements in the inter-
national media” about the security
of its:nuclear weapons, an army
statemnentsaid.

"Suggestions have been made
that our assets could either be
neutralised or taken away towards
safer place to prevent them from
falling into wrong hands," the
statement quoted Majid as saying
after witnessing the launch of the
locally developed Babur (Hatf 7)
chulsemissile.’

' "Thoughno responsible state in
the world can contemplate such an
impossible operation, yet if some-

amily members
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file & petition with the High Court,”
Prof Ayesha Akter, wife of detained
Prof Anwar Hassain, told The Daily
Starlastnight.

“But we refused to accept the
proposal, as the government has
assured usthat the teachers will be
freed with dignity,” she said.

- Prof Ayesha, however, could not
say how or from whom in the gov-
¢rnmenttheVCgot the proposal.

* Her son Sanjeeb Hossain said
Faiz called Ayesha and Nargis
Rashid, wife of another detained
teacher Prof Harun-or-Rashid, to
his residence and informed them
ofthe proposal ataround 10:00pm.

(A5 of 12:10am today, the VC
“could not be reached for his com-
ment as he was at a meeting with

Dhaka University Teachers'
Association (Duta) acting presi-
dent Tazmeri SA Islam, acting
general secretary Mamun Ahmed,
DU Proctor AKA Firoz Ahmed and
Law Faculty Dean Borhan Uddin.

Talking to The Daily Star, Prof
Tazmeri confirmed that a proposal
was made but it was not accepted
by the family members.

“The issue has not been final-
ised yet. We will look for alternative
ways to get the teachers freed with
dignity,” said theacting Duta chief.

CHT peace accord
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caretaker government Advocarte
Sultana Kamal, former chief of the
army staff Lt Gen (retd) Harun-ar-
Rashid, President of Bangladesh
Economic Association Dr Qazi
~ Kholiquzzaman Ahmad, General
Secretary of Bangladesh Economic
Association Dr Abul Barkat,
Human Rights Activist Dr
Hameeda Hossain, Chakma Circle
Chief Raja Devasish Roy,
Coordinator of Nijera Kari Khushi
Kabir, Executive Director of
Bangladesh Legal Aid Trust
“Taslimur Rahman, Playwright

Mamunur Rashid, Executive’

Director of the Association for
Land Reform and Development
" Shamsul Huda, and Director of
Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association Syeda

* The'signatories believe that the
1997 accord provides a firm basis
for re-establishing the legitimate
rights of the indigenous people of
CHT as well as of the Bangalee
sertlersthere.

- The current accord also pro-
vides a basis for stopping the long-

- standing unrest prevailing there,
for re-establishing a just and sus-
tained’ peace, for promoting
human rights, and for long-term
stability in.the region as well as in
the country as a whole, the state-
mentsaid,

* The | signatories urged all to
re:u‘gﬁeflhe 1997 accord for what
it is, an agreement that seeks to
provide @ valid basis for re-
establishing peace and justice in
gﬁ'r ‘cilled upon the govern-
mient and people of all walks of life
to support the process of full

implementation of the accord.
It is a longstanding globally
dccep orm that a palitical

ment signed by a government
cessarily binding upon suc-
ents, as has been
gen in neighbouring Northeast
India, Mindanao, the Philippines,
and Guatemala, to name a few
examples, the

¢ _s;tal;emenl: noted.
‘The signatories also said the
rent caretaker government
practice of holding
: the acdvisory commit-
~tee fo the Ministry of CHT Affairs,

‘which met twice recently, with
implementation of CHT Peace
Accord topping the agenda.

one did create such a scenario he
was confident that Pakistan would
meet the challenge strongly,” the
statementsaid.

"Pakistan's nuclear assets are
very safe and secure, and the
nation need not to warry on that
account. There is a very strong
security system in place, which can
ward off all threats, internal as well
asexternal.”

Musharraf and caretaker Prime
Minister Mohammedmian Soomro
congratulated scientists and engi-
neers involved in Tuesday's test
launch "on this very important
success”, the statement said.

The statement said that the test
of the 700-kilometre (440-mile)
range Babur missile would "con-
solidate Pakistan's strategic capa-
bility and strengthen national
security”.

DU braces
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Augustviolence on the campus.
“Now that charges have been
framed against the detained, it
means the government has gone
for judicial process concerming
them. And now it might take along
time to get themn released, resulting
inan unhealthy campus situation,”
he told this correspondent when
contacted.
Acting Duta President Prof

‘Tazmeri SA Islam said they hoped

thar charges would not be framed
against the detained teachers and
students. But they are still hopeful
that the detainees would be freed
within the stipulated period of two
weeks,

She also said they are in touch
with the government, and contin-
vednegotiationson the matter.

Meanwhile, all the four
detained teachers are said to have
refused to go for mercy petition.

Sanjeeb Hossain, son of
detained teacher Prof Anwar
Hossain, said he asked his father
and the others in court yesterday
about mercy petition. But they
refused to seek mercy.

HUMAN CHAIN ON DU CAMPUS
A group of DU students under the
banner of 'Students’against
Repression’ formed a human chain
at Aparajeyo Bangla demandin
release of detained teachers an
students.

In a press release, they said if all
the detainees are not released
immediately, they would go for a
tougher programme.

Battle
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negotiations on Kyoto's successor.

UN climate chief Yvo de Boer
said that the range was only meant
to guide subsequent negotiations,
bur that including it was not vital.
He said the most important goals
for Bali were to setan agendaand a
deadline for subsequent talks, not
settargets.

"These figures do not do not
prejudge the outcome of negotia-
tions," de Boer said.

Australia, despite its sudden
embrace of the Kyoto pact, has
shied away from supporting the
interim target range, saying it must
await the conclusion of a study
sometime nextyear.

"We recognise the need for an
interim target,” said Penny Wong,
Australia's minister for climate
change. "We have a clear process of
scientific and economic analysis to
determine what thatinterim target
should be."

Canada and Japan also oppose
inclusionofthe suggested figures.

Environmentalists urged them
toreconsider,

"This is not the direction we
need to be going in. The stakes are
too high-for this kind of political
games,” said Alden Meyer with the
UnionofConcerned Scientists.

The struggle over targets coin-
cided with the 10th anniversary of

“the signing of the Kyoto accord in

Japan.

The Kyoto pact requires 36
industrial nations to reduce carbon
dioxide and other industrial, trans-
portation and agricultural gases
blamed for global warming by an
average 5 percent below 1990 levels
in the nextfive years.

The US is the only major indus-
trial mation to rejéct’ Kyoto.
President Bush contended the
emissions cuts would harm the US
economy, and should have been
imposed on China, India and other
fast-growing poorer economies.

The rest of the world hopes to
enlist the United States in the next,
post-Kyoto phase of internation-
ally binding greenhouse-gas
reductions. The change in US
administrations after next
November's presidential election
is expected to introduce a new
attitude on climate change.

Many are hoping Australia,
following its decision to sign Kyoto,
will playaleadingrole.

"At this critical stage, the minis-
tersnow have to step up and ensure
these negotiations deliver and fulfil
the wishes of the Australian peo-
ple,” said Stephen Campbell from
Greenpeace. "They also have to
fulfil the expectations of the bulk of
the global community as well.”

SSKOP holdsrally
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Oikyo Parishad co-convenor
Mozammel Haque presided over
the meeting addressed by Oikyo
Parishad leaders Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury, Fazle Imam, Ruhul
Amin Gazi, Abdul Jalil Bhuiyan,
Md. Motiur Rahman Talukder,
Abul Hashem, Md. Khairul Islam,
Altaf Mahmud, Omar Farukh,
Sardar Farid and Azizul Haque
Banna, amongothers.

General Secretary of the
National Press Club Kamal Uddin
Sabuj and General Secretag of
Dhaka Reporters Unity Elias
Khan also addressed the meeting,

Riceimport
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speed up the process. In case of a”

re-tender for a purchase, the PPR
allows a gap of 28 days, which is
goingto becurtailed to 10 days.

In case of supply, the PPR sug-
gests that only the lowest bidder be
given the deal, The relaxation will
allow the authorities to assign the
second or third lowest bidder if the
lowestone fails to deliver.

According to existing regula-
tions, the authorities can spend u
to 15 percent higher than the bud-
get upon approval of a procure-
ment proposal. The relaxation will -
allow them to spend up to 100
percent higher.

"We have relaxed the PPR for
three reasons,” Finance Adviser
Mirza Azizul Islam, who chaired
the economic affairs meeting,
told the press at the planning
ministry.

"Firstly, we want to increase
our inventory of food. Secondly,
we apprehend many of the
importers who have opened
letters of credit with banks for
rice import may fail to actually
deliver therice.

"Finally, the international
response to our demand for rice
is very poor. The importers are
not getting adequate offers.
These reasons have led us to relax
the PPR."

He added that the existing
food inventory ensures supply for
up to March. "We're taking the
move to ensure that there won't

be a supply shortfall after -

March,"” he added.

Sources said the government
needs to import at least five lakh
tonnes of food before March to
ensure food security afterwards.

RegaxdinF India's offer to
import five [akh tonnes of rice,
the adviser said, "We've not yet
decided whether it will be state-
to-state or the private sector will
alsobeinvalved."

Food ministry sources said the
country needs to import 30 lakh
tonnes of food to cover its deficit
caused by two phases of floods
and cyclone Sidr. But the country
has so far imported only 7.42
tonnes of fqod untl November,
say Bangladesh Bank data. -

The world is currently under-
going a food crisis due to higher
consumption in several emer¥ing
economies including China,
Widespread use of farmland in
the Americas for sugarcane culti-
vation to produce methane is also
responsible.

Leading food exporting coun-
tries including India by and large
have also refrained from export-
ing food.

Mainul
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anyone can demand uncondi-
tional release at any point of
investigation or trial. The govern-
ment can also withdraw the
charges against anyone anytime,

When asked about the govern-
ment's withdrawing the cases
filed against the DU teachers,
Mainul did not give any direct
answer and said, "The govern-
ment can do everything. But
would it not need to justify?”

The matter regarding their
release needs to be resolved
through legal procedures, he said
while talking to reporters at the
law ministry.

"Some legal steps need to be
maintained to get the benefitof
options in a legal procedure,” he
said when asked whether the DU
teachers can be freed before Eid.

Expressing his contentment at
the release of four Rajshahi
University (RU) teachers, he said,
"A respectable solution has been
made in the case of the Rajshahi
University teachers. Something
similar needs to be done in the
case of Dhaka University.”

Negotiation is on between the
two sides, he said. "This is a pro-
cess between the two sides. Both
sides will have to reach an agree-
ment,"” he added.

Bath the sides need to main-
tain due legal procedures, he
said.

On the claim of convicted RU
teachers’ wives that they did not
demand presidential pardon, the
law adviser said, "Tam happy that
they are freed. Teachers are
respectable people and I want
that they do not get entangled in
such difficulties. [ am not think-
ing about the language [of the
letter]."

Asked whether the govern-
ment placed a petition before the
president for clemency of the RU
teachers, Mainul said, "I cannot
give details about this. You see the
president has the power to par-
don and he has exercised this
power.” ;

Asked again who submited
the petition, Mainul said, "Their
(teachers’) wives."

On whether they submitted
the petition directly to the presi-
dent, he said, "I cannot give you
these details. The petition cer-
tainly reached the president,
otherwise how could he pardon
them?"

Meanwhile, the law adviser
called on President [ajuddin
Ahmed at Bangabhaban yester-
day and thanked him for the
clemency to the RU teachers.
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The 17-year-old freedom fighter
attacked and destroyed two
Pakistani military posts in a frontier
areaofSylhet before fallingina hailof
bulletsonOctober28, 1971,
¢ . His fellow freedom fighters bur-
jed:him at Hatimarachara village of

Tripura.

Onbehalfof the nation, President
Iajuddin Ahmed, also the supreme
commander of the armed forces,
formally received Hamidur's coffin
and placed floral wreath over it after
the motorcade carrying it from
Comilla reached the National Parade
Square amid 21 gun salutes ar
around 10:40am.

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
pliced floral wreaths on the coffin
draped in the national flag as part of
thestateceremony.

A munajat was offered seekin,
divine blessings for the departe
soul. Abrieflife sketch of the warhero
was read out before the prayers,
recalling his life and valiant fight
during the LiberationWarin 1971,

ried the coffin on their shoulders
from the wvehicle and put it on a
podium set at the National Parade
Square. Military bugle played the last
post as the president, the chief
adviser and other dignitaries and

insolemnsilence.

The speaker, advisers to the
caretaker government, chiefs of the
three services, family members of
Birshreshtha Hamidur Rahman and
other Birshreshthas, political lead-
ers, freedom fighters, senior civil and
military officials, diplomats, distin-
guished personalities :

and members of the armed forces

were among others present to pay
homage to the valiant freedom
fighter.
On behalf of the family members
of seven Birshreshthas, mother of
Birshreshtha Abdur Rouf placed
wreathon Hamidur'scoffin,

The speaker, the deputy speaker
and political leaders, among others,
also placed wreaths.

Hamidur's three brothers and
two sisters burstinto tears during the
ceremony.

"We are glad as my brother's bady
has been brought back home. It
would have been better if the body
was brought back when our mother
was alive," Hamidur's youngest
sister Rizia Khatun told The Daily
Star. Hamidur's mother passed away
in2005.

Rizia said that though her brother
made the supreme sacrifice for the
country's independence, no signifi-
cant development has been made in
his village home where the villagers

RU teachers
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day before the teachers walked outof

[_Jlr{son.“rhe courtset December 27 to
eartheappeals.

The four teachers, meantime,
iome:-ld :hejlr_h respective departments

terday. were given (wo-year
faejf lerm.!'.r on egecemhge[r’ei for break-
ing the emergency power rules by
bringing out a silent procession on
thecampusonAugust 21,

Two other teachers and two
university staff are still behind bars
on charge of abetting torching a
DGFI vehicle during the violence.
The verdict in the subsequent case is
duetoday.

"The teachers were freed follow-
ing a government general amnesty.
There are two parts in the court
judgement -- the conviction and the
sentences. So far as we know, the
president cleared them of the pun-
ishmentonly... if it is 50, we must
to clear them of the conviction toa”,
said Golam Arif Tipu, who argued for
theteachersin court.

He said they need to go ahead
with the appeal proceedings even if
thepresident'sclemency coversboth
conviction and punishment because
the government has not withdrawn
thecase.

"Wedon'twanttogiveanyonethe
scope for creating problems in the
future”, said another defencelawyer.

An education ministry letter to
the university vice chancellor, how-
ever, said the presidential pardon
cavered both the conviction and the
sentences. The Dajly Star obtained a
copyoftheministry'sletter,

The lawyers, however, said a
home ministry letter to the jail
authorities created the problem in
which the ministry said the president
pardoned only the jail terms and
monetary fines.

The four teachers, meantime,
demanded the release of their two
other colleagues and four Dhaka
University teachers after joining the
departments yesterday.

Vice chancellor Dr Altaf Flossain
said, "As per the education ministry
letter, the four teachers will not face
any problem as to their jobs ... even
the period they spent in jail will be
countedasjob period".

Rajshahi University Teachers'
Assoclation in a press release yester-
day called on the government to
release all teachers and students of
Dhaka and Rajshahi universities.
Ruta welcomed the government far
freeingthe four teachers.

Ex-MP Zafarullah
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aide to detained AL chief and for-
mer prime minister Sheikh Hasina,
Zafarullah was set free at 7:45 [F m.

But Lalbagh Eolice immediately
picked up the AL leader from the
jail premises and took him to the
.palice station.

Onwhatcharges he wastaken to
the custody afresh could not be

owT.

Zafrullah was arrested by a team
of the joint forces at his Gulshan
residence on March 18 in connec-
tion with an extortion case. Later,
he was put under detention under
the Special Powers Act.

He recently secured bail from
the High Court.

DIG (Prisons) Major Shamsul
Haider Siddiqui told the news
agency that Lalbagh police
arrested Kazl Zafarullah on the jail
‘premises atabout8:00pm.

Earlier, six army personnel car- *

people of various professions stood |

S _

Birshreshtha Hamldur

face sufferings due to lack of roads
andotherfacilities.

She requested the government to
announce the college named after
Hamidur a government collgge and
take steps so that Hamidur'srelatives
can obtain government jobs and
financialhelp.

After the ceremony at the
National Parade Square, FHamidur's
coffin started the last ride for the
graveyardinamotorcade,

His remains were reburied with
the higheststate honours and proper
military honours with another gun
salute when the coffin was being
lowered to thegrave.

OnSunday, the remains of the war
hero, exhumed from his first grave in
Tripura, were handed over to a
Bangladesh delegation. After an
overnight halt in Comilla
Cantonment, Hamidur's coffin
finally reached Dhaka yesterday
morning,

A motorcade carrying the coffin
started its journey from Comilla
Gantonmentat6:05am.

Thousands of people lined the
streets as the motorcade carrying the
Birshreshtha's coffin, draped in the
national flag, passedby.

The liberation war affairs secre-
tary and armed forces division offi-
cialsreceived the coffinin Dhaka,

* As the 33 Infantry Division sol-
diers carried the coffin into the city,
thousands of people crowded the
highway to pay their respects to the
warhero, |

Hamidur is the youngest of the
seven war heroes posthumously
conferred Bangladesh's highest
gallantry award for their role in the
country's Liberation War. He was
born at Khorda Khalishpur in
Moheshpur upazila. of Jessore on
February2, 1953.

Communist Party of Bangladesh
and Bangladesh Chhatra Union
placed wreaths to the grave of
Hamidur, saysapressrelease.

War criminals
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Ratna, the meeting was addressed
by, among others, Air Vice Marshal
(retd) AK Khandakar, Mili Rahman,
wife of Birshreshtha Matiur
Rahman, Numan Ahmed Khan,
executive director at [ED, Rokeya
Kabir, executive director of
Bangladesh Nari Pragati Sangha
and Sahara Khatun, Awami League
leader and vice presidentof Mohila
Muktijoddha Sangsad.

The speakers said female free-
dom fighters' contributions
towards the liberation war were
never properly recognised and they
were not given due honour and
respecteither.

L AK, Khandakar said,” Female
freedom fighters directly took part
in the liberation war, they provided
foad and shelter for other freedom
fighters and even collected infor-
mation on the location of Pakistani
army and their local militia."

Hasna Banu, a freedom fighter .

in her seventies, said anti-
liberation war forces must be.tried.
"We're ready to sacrifice anything,
even our lives to bring the war
criminals to justice”, she said with
an emotion-choked voice,

She said sometimes she had to
live on leaves when camped in the
jungles duringthe war.

"No one gave me shelter when I
returned after the war," she said
adding that freedom fighters "freed
the country in order to live happily,
but now [ do have neither foad nor
shelter”.

Mili Rahman said, "We should
be united to complete the task of
the freedom fighters in a bid to
build a happy and prosperous
natdon.” She urged all to be united
in order to bring the war criminals
tojustice.

Female freedom fighters Dr
Laila Parvin Banu, Nurjahan Khan,
Krishna Rahman, Jannatul Ferdaus
and Zinnatunnesa Talukder also
recounted their warmemaries.

Rangs bhaban
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Rajuk engineers told journalists
that 120 demolition workers from
three construction companies and
50 Rajuk workers along with
firefighters will carry out the rescue
operation in two shifts starting in
the morning with an aim of finish-
ingthejobbytonight.

Twenty Rajuk engineers will be
supervising the rescue effort,

The demolition workers in the
rescue team will install 8,000 steel
rods, serving as supports to hold up
the precarious structure, allowing
the firefighters to go into the build-
ing without risking another cal-
lapse.

Rajuk however did not
announce the rescue plan formally.

Meanwhile, relatives of the
trapped men still remain in the
dark abour the fate of their loved
ones and have been waiting in
frontofthe building since Sunday.

Oneofthebaodies, tobe formally
identified, is of Amirul, whose
father Nozla Akhand has been
waiting outside the building after
making along trip from Gaibandha
to the capital two days ago.

"l am not going to leave this
place until I receive my son's
body," said Akhand, whose son's
body has been hanging off the
seventh floor.

Asked to comment on the gov-
ernment compensation of Tk 1
lakh for losing his son, Akhand
replied, "l don't want the money [
just want my son to get a proper
burial."

The names of the other 10
trapped men are Jahid, Kaizad,
Delwar, Farid, Amin Khan,
Mannan, Rahim, Dawood, Ziru,
and Farid. They all hail from
Modhukhaliin Faridpur.

Sirajganj power
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Ventures GMbH from Germany, and
a consortium of Summit Industrial
and Mercantile Corp from
Bangladesh and GE Energy LLC from
USA.
The Power Cell Is expected to
complete the pre-qualification
process within 10 days and move to
the next stage of the bidding, the
dources said adding that the tenderis
expected to be floated in the first
quarter of nextyear.

These companies had also partic-
ipated in the pre-qualification of the
450-MW Bibiyana Power Project in
November. [n addition, US oil giant
Chevron, which is operating the
Bibiyana gas field, has also partici-
patedinthatbid.

The Power Cell has disqualified
YIL for that bid and condidonally
qualified Summit-GE and Powertek-
Siemens.

Late last year, the Power Cell had
initiated the pre-qualification pro-
cess for the Sirajganj project and
short-listed eight companies early
thisyear.

A number of power ministry
officials concerned said the govern-
ment would have been better off by
not cancelling that process as the
main tenderwasyetto befloated.

The tenders for the Sirlsflfgani
Power Project have seen a series of
bad decisions in the pastand the first
tender failed to attract satisfactory
numberof bidders.

The second tender in 2003-04
lacked competition, but bagged an
offer from the local Sunimit Power
that the World Bank and the ADB
werereadytofinance.

However in early 2004, then
prime minister Khaleda Zia
cancelled the tender at its final stage
without any explicit reason and sent
itforre-tendering.

But the Power Cell that used to be
influenced by the instructions from
the Hawa Bhaban and lacked com-
petent human resources to handle
technical issues could not even
manage to launch the third tender
untillate 2006.

Eid-ul-Azha
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Dr ASM Matiur Rahman in the
chair,

Religious Affairs Secretary
Muhammad Araur Rahman;

Islamic Foundation :Director

General M Fazlur Rahman,
Additional Secretary of the
Information Ministry Syed Hasinur
Rahman; Pfincipal Information
Officer Iftekhar Hossain, Sparso
Chairman M Nazmul Huda Khan,
Deputy Director of the Weather
Department Shah Alam, Principal
of Govt Madrasa-e-Alia M I[slam
Gani, senior Pesh Imam of Baitul

Chawkbazar Shahi Jame Mosque
Khatib Kari Obaidullah, among
others, attended the meeting.

HR bodies
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Centre (RIK) and Waste Concern,
urged the CA to not compromise the
interest of a large number of people
for the interests of a few in allocating
such an open space for a goif course
tobebuiltonit.

They called on the CA to preserve
the park space for its benefit to all

eople. They also sought due inter-
erence from the Chief Adviser in
protecting and preserving other
open spaces, parks, playgrounds of
:ﬁe country alongside the
Suhrawardy Udyan.

"Suhrawardy Udr)an is recog-
nized in the Master Plan of Dh:
City as a "precious legacy” of thecity,
considering its importance from
historical, cultural and scenic beauty
aspects the letter stated. Itadded that
allocation ofalarge part of the Udyan
to the Club would restrict a large
number of people from employing
theparkasanopenspace.

Moreover the nece infra-
structure and water availability
needed for the golf club cannot be
ensured without compromising the
public interests concerning the
Udyan, theletter pointedout.

Shamsul Huda, Hamida Hossain,
Advocate Sultana Kamal, S Rizwana
Hasan, Architect Mobashsher
Hossain, Zakir Hossain, Khushi
Kabir, Abul Hasib Khan and Md
Magqsood Sinha signed the letter on
behalfoftheirorganisations.

Water discord
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work together on climarte change.

Iftekhar called upon the [ndian
and Bangladeshi civil society par-
ticipants in the dialogue, to make a
greater contribution to crucial
bilateral issues, such as energy and
connectivity.

Dev Mukherjee, a former Indian
high commissioner to Bangladesh,
dismissed the water sharing issues,
saying, "Personally I don't see any
problem here in Bangladesh with
regard to construction of dams or
reservoirsin India and Nepal.”

He however added that the two
governments must realise, their
relationship is mutually beneficial
as 'what is good for Bangladesh is
good for India’, He said the motto
must be used to drive the efforts on
trade, investment, and connectiv-
Iy.
Rehman Sobhan said both
countries must cooperate on
addressing shared concerns such
as climate change and recurring
floods. He said the cooperation
needs to be underpinned by a
‘collective security approach’ both
on bilateral and regional levels.

The dialogue will deal with
disaster management, develop-
ment of water resources, energy
secrors, and cooperation in trade,
investment and communications.
The participants will deliver rec-
ommendations on the issues on
thelastdayofthe talks.

search
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absence were not satisfactory. [t saidl
had the counsel for theappellant told
the court about security concerns

beforehand, it would have ordered .

forpolice protection.

The affidavit said Safa's family
was deeply concerned about the
"misrepresentation, speculations,
and exaggeration by the media”.
Theywere particularlyworried about
his recently married daughter whose
"life could be jeopardised by further
misleading publicity.”

The court at one point remarked
that Nawab Ali should consider
quittinghis job.

Earlier on November 20, the 5C
directed him to produce Safa and
"state the facts from the stage of filing
leave petition.” The same day it fixed
the datefor passing the judgment.

Lately, the EC had moved for
quick disposal of the appeal as it
looks to incorporate the provision of
eight-point personal information in
itselectoralrules.

The appeal had remained pend-
ing since December 19 last year
when Justice Joynul Abedin, the
chamber judge, stayed the HC direc-
tives. The stay order came only a
coupleofdays before theclosing date
for filing nomination papers for the
January 22 general election,
cancelledlater.

A group of BNP-Jamaat alliance
leaders and lawyers including for-
mer law minister Moudud Ahmed
hadworked to obtain the stay.

The original petition said the EC
should ensure that the candidates
cannot cheat the voters by their
rhetaric. The constituents must be
given access to personal information
about the candidates so they could
make therightchoice.
AFFIDAVIT BY
ADVOCATE-ON-RECORD
Nawab in the affidavit said he got to
know Safa sometme in July 2005
whenhe came to hischamber.

Safa had studied up to class eight
and still wanted to participate in
parliament election as a social
worker. But he feared he might face
some kind of discrimination in the
election if his educational qualifica-
tion is published. And that is why he
had decided to challenge the HC
order.

The affidavit said locals of
Swandip were of the opinion that
sudden loss of a brother on
November 27, 2006, might have
influenced Safa to scrap his plan for
election. It claimed he obtained
nomination paper the same day his
bratherdied.

According to the affidavit, Nawab
sent his representative to Swandip to

for Safa following the S5C
button ) i

statement Nawab described
Safa as someone from a respectable
family.

Grenades found
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Additional Superintendent of
Palice Moyeen Uddin Ahmed said
those might have been left there by
criminals.

Our Satkhira correspondent
said a villager found the grenades
at a bamboo cluster and immedi-
atelyinformed the police.

The district superintendent of
police has confirmed the recovery
and said they suspect the grenades
might have been dumped during
the LiberationWarin 1971.
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Public poll cahdiéfétés

The affidavit read, *Mr. Safa had
been to Saudi Arabia and eamed a
decent living as a remittance earner
and spent money in the area for
social work.” = e

But lawyers and-rights activists
found out that Safawas not settled in
Swandip and he did not éven file
nominationpapers. = =
INFORMATION HCWANTS
TO BE MADE PUBLIC B
The HChad directed the ECto gather
and publish information about
prospective candidates' academic
qualifications (to be supported by
certificates), and whether they are
accused in any criminal cases at
present or whether there were any
criminal recordsin the past.

It also wanted the EC to collect
details about profession and sources
ofincome of thecandidares.

The EC was asked also to know
and publishwhetheracandidatehad
beenamemberof parliamentbefore,
and the role he/she had played
individually and collectively in
fulfilling the commitment made to
thepeaple.

Besides, the HC asked it to obtain
information about the ampunt of
loans taken by a candidate from
banks end financial institutions
(personally, jointly or in the name of
dependents) or loans taken from a
company of which the candidate is
chairman or director.

Assets and liabilities of the candi-
dates and their dependants should
also bereported.

Sidr-hit areas
FROM PAGE 16

and control the micro-finance
operations by a host of NGos and
MFIs.

After the meeting, MRA
Executive Vice-Chairman
Mazharul Haque told reporters
that the NGOs and MFIs would
suspend collection of their loan
instalmentand strengthen the new
loan-disbursementactivities.

He said all the NGOs and MFIs
agreed that the affected people
now need financial support to
come back to normal life and
resume their normalbusiness.

"So, they all emphasised taking
a holistic view in supporting the
cyclone-affected people.”

He, however, said it was not,
decided in the meeting to write off
the loans. "But if any NGO ar MFI
wants to do so, they can do that on
theirown.”

Director of NGOs Fedegation in
Bangladesh (NFB) Tajul Islam said
the NGOs want to send their staff
members to the cyclone-affected
areas to resume loan-
disbursement programme. But it
st 0T nieln “tHat they” dre
going to collect the loan instal-
ments.

"First we'll identify the really
affected people and then suspend
the collection of monthly instal-
ment," hesaid. 5

Islam pointed out that the local
private creditors (Mohajans) are
now active in the affected areas to
do their business. "That's why
NGOs need to resume their opera-
tionsin thoseareas.”

He said he NGOs will utilise
their disaster-management fundin
lending to the cyclone-stricken
people. - :

Creditand Development Forum
Executive Director Farid Uddin
said there should bé a coordinated
effort to deal with the situation in
the cyclone-affected areas.

62 killed

FROMPAGE 1
most of the dead and injured there
werestudents. ’

“The death toll is very high,” the
minister told reporters without
givingafigure.

Hospital sources said 62 people
were killed in the rwo attacks but did
not give a breakdown. They added
that several foreigners were among
the seriously injured.

The UNHCR office is in the Hydra
residential district where the finance
and energy ministries and several
diplomatic residences are also
located.

There were "victims in the
offices,” Jennifer Pagonis, a UNHCR
spokeswoman at the agency head-
quartersin Geneva, told AFE She said
no figureswereavailable.

Hydra is normally under tight
police surveillance because of the
numberofforeigners who live there.

Ambulances with sirens wailing
rushed to the two sites where col-
umns of black smoke rose from
wreckage.

. Security forces threw up road
blocks around the city and the inte-
rior minister spoke to reporters after
visiting thescene.

There was no immediate claim of
responsibility for the blasts.

al-Qaeda’s offshoot in north
Africa said it carried out a series of
bomb attacks in Algiers and other
parts of the country this year which

Gathering
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Considering the recent devastating
cyclone, there will be no illumina-
tion on government offices during
Eid-ul-Azhaand Christrnas.

The committee also asked the
garment factory owners to pay the
employees their salaries and bonus
before Eid.

With Home Secretary Abdul
Karim in the chair, the meeting
instructed law enforcers to be more
vigilant in stopping extortion at
markets, cattle markets and on
highways. Police will also escort
trucks carrying cattle to the capital
and other directions.

Officials of the Minisiry of
Religious Affairs, Dhaka City
Corporation, police, Rapid Action
Batralion, Bangladesh Rifles (BDR),
Ansar and the Coastguard attended

the meeting.

haveleft more than 100 dead.

There has howeverbeen arelative
calm in Islamist-inspired violence
since September, The four dead
recorded inan AFP toll for November
was the lowest monthly figure since
Algeria's Islamist strife erupted in
1992. =T

More than 100,000 people died in
Algeriaduringacivilwarinthe1990s.

On September 6, a suicide attack

“rargeting President Abdelaziz

Bouteflika's convoy in the eastern
town of Batna killed 22 people and
wounded more than 100others.

Two days later, anather. suicide
attack against a coastguard barracks
atDellys, eastof :\lg’ers,!eﬁﬂﬂpeop!e
deadand40wounded.

A suicide bomber rammed a
booby-trapped carintoa convoy east
of Algiers on September 21, wound-
ing two French engineers and an
Italian, in an awack only hours after
al-Qaeda called for an offensive
againstFrench rargets. :

In July, 10 soldiers were killed and
35 people wounded when a suicide
bomber rammed a truck full of
explosives into barracks in
Lakhdaria, anIslamiststronghold.

One arrested
with gold
ornaments

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Gulshan palice arrested a man and
seized 178 tolas of gold ornaments
at Baridharain the capifal yesterday.

The arrestee -- Kazi Ibrahim
Uddin alias Palen - claimed to
police that he is a salesman of a
jewelleryshopatBar

Police said he gave inconsistent
statementsabout the §eized gold.

On suspicion, police stopped a
mishuk on UN Road and attempted
to search the hand of its passenger

Ibrahim. At this, he gat down and
tried to flee with the handbag con-
taining the gold ormaments. But
policecaughthim,

Later, police searched the bag
and seized the ornaments as
Ibrahim could not show any docu-
ments for those.



