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NADIA SARWAT
l IBERATION War Museum's

(LWM) weeklong

programme on the occasion

of our Victory Day began on
December 10 at the museum pre-
mises. Mafidul Haque, one of the
museum trustees, presented the
main speech at the event. Another
trustee and eminent cultural per-
sonality Aly Zaker delivered the
welcomespeech.

December 10, marks the 60th
anniversary of United Nation's
historic Genocide Convention,
whichis significant for Bangladesh,
surviving a brutal genocide.

In his speech titled “60th anni-
ve of Genocide Convention
and Bangladesh”, Mafidul Haque
said, "According to the Genocide
Convention, the government of the
state as well as the UN are responsi-

bletoinitiate the trials of war crimi-

nals. However, we have not found

any initiative as of yet in our coun-
L

Aly Zaker said, "The gencration
that cxperienced and lived through
the war has seen what the Pakistani
army, and their collaborators
Razakar, Al Badr and Al Shams had

« donetothe unarmed civilians, Now

decades after, there is a conscious
effort to establish an ‘altered’
history that says no mass murder,
torture or abuse occurred during
thewar. Itishigh time thatwe takea
stance against the war criminals
and get the world to acknowledge

" that our nation survived a geno-

cide.”

At the cultural programme that
followed, children of Arani
Bidyalaya and Engineers' Institute
Girls School performed patriotic
songs, recitation and dance. A solo
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Victory Day celebration begins

Weeklong programme at Liberation War Museum

Aly Zaker delivers the welcome speech

Students of Arani Bidyalaya and Engineers' Institute Girls School perform at the programme
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dance performance by Silva from
Engineers' Institute Girls School
delighted the audience.

Students of the University of
Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) also
participated at the event. They
staged a short play by eminent
playwright and poet Syed Shamsul
Haque, titled Juddho Ebong Juddho,

Dhaka Theatre performed a
brief version of their latest produc-
tion Nimojjon by Selim Al Deen.
The play highlights the theme that
every civilisation stands on the
bones of people killed in geno-
cides. “The play is a tribute to the
victims of genocides that occured
all over the world since human
civilisation began,” said
Nasiruddin YousulT, the director of
the play.

The 32-minute version of the
play was an "artistic representation
of the message that the hberatlun
War Museum wants to convey,”
said Mafidul Haque, bringing an
end to the first day's programme.
The event will continue till Decem-
ber 16.

Voices of the others
Rongberong stages play on Intersex community

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

i To mark the Human Rights Day,

'Rongbérong!, the theatre group
of Badhan Hijra Sangha (an
organisation working with the
intersex community in Bangla-
desh), staged a play titled Amra
Manush, Chai Manusher Adhikar
at the Engineers’ Institute Audi-
torium, Dhaka. Rongberong is
the only theatre troupe repre-
senting the hijra community.

In our country, the general
impression of the intersex com-
munity is not positive. They are
considered 'outsiders', forced to
live on the fringes of society. They
are often denied of the basic
humanrights.

Written and directed by Subas
Biswas Shuvo, the play featured
various issues -- social isolation
of the intersex community in our
country, discrimination by the

.society, prostitution and risks of
HIV transmission and more. The

play was staged with an aim to
generate awareness on the
intersex community.

Rongberong was founded in.

2005. The troupe works to gener-
ate awareness through plays. In
our society people show very
little interest in the lives of hijras.
Ignorance results to misunder-
standing and mistreatment.
Rongberong wants to circulate
the message that hijras have just
as much rights as anyone else in
the society. -

This was the third production
by the troupe. Proceeds from the
show will be donated to the Sidr
viclims.

Rongberong staged their first
play Modhyobartini on March
2006. The second production was
staged on December 1, 2006, on
World AIDS Day. The group has
also staged some street plays.

Prior to the play, a brief discus-

sion was held. Pinky Sikder, presi-
dent of Badhan Hijra Sangha
delivered the welcome speech.
Theatre personality
Asaduzzaman Noor and Dr.
Sharful Islam Khan, associate
scientist of ICDDR, B were also
present at the occasion.

Rangeela Bou
OnATNBanglaat9:00 pm

Drama Serial

Cast: Pijush Bandyopadhyay. Chilro Lekha Guhu

Eureka
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Theatre

“Amina Shundori”: The age- old

story of a woman wronged

ERSHAD KAMOL

As done in the indigenous performing art form pala, a
gayen (lead singer) and his choir start the play Amina
Shundori, with bandona (devotional intro). Subsc-
quentlythe choir begins narrating the story of Amina, a
woman who has been wronged. Amina’s tragedy is not
an alien case; her story represents the ongoing mal-

_ treatment women receive everywhere -- disregard of

their unconditional love by their hypocrite husbands
and continual deception.

Adapted by S.M. Solaiman from the 300- year—nid
folklore Nasor Malum O Bhelua Shundori (collected by
Ashutosh Chowdhury), Amina Shudori was staged by
three troupes. Theatre Art Unit premicred Amina
Shudori, directed by Rokeya Rafig Baby, on December
10 at the National Theatre Stage. Earlier, the play was
staged by two directors for different troupes. S.M.
Solaiman had directed the play at one point as well.

The story of Amina Shundori is quite simple: Soon
after marrying Amina, her husband goes to Burma
(Myanmar) and marries another‘woman named Akin.
Amina's struggle as an abandoned wife begins; yet she
patiently awaits the return of her husband. She has to
confront thelechers, whowant to marry her.

Rokeya Rafiq Baby's treatment of the play differs
from the carlier productions. The directorial composi-
tion is experimental -- the director has blended the
music-dance-acting based indigenous theatre form
with the western Stanslavoskian methodology where
the actors' movements on the stage are geomeltrical.
And the geometrically shaped symbolic set by
Shahinur Rahman enriched the aesthetic aspect of the
play, setagainst the backdrop of a coastal area.

USP of Baby's directorial compositions are smooth
transition of scenes and portrayal of one character by
several actors: Three artistes play Amina in the produc-
tion.

Like the other folklore-based theatre productions,
music has been used as the dominant element in the
play. Music composer Selim Mahbub's fusion of popu-
lar folk songs such as Amar golar haar and kando kene
mon with classical tunes deserves praise. The experi-
ment with rthythm and tempo as per demand of the
sequences works,

Ascene from the play PHOTO:STAR

Light designer Faiz Zahir's use of colour effects on
the cyclorama helped create the aptambiance.

The spirited performance by the actors of Theatre
Art Unit turned this story as old as time into a remark-
able experience. Farida Lima's portrayal of Amina
deserves plaudits, particularly in the scene where her
husband Nasor finds her captive at asailor'shome. Her
expressions of anger and grief upon hearing Nasor
question her chastity seemed to strike a chbrd with the
audience.

Selim Mahbub as gayen delivered a commendable
performance. Shimul Khan's portrayals of Amina and
gayen are bold, Chandan Reza as the elderly Munaf
Kazi, Ilma Hossain as Akin and Ejaz as Darmis per-
formed boldly on the stage.

Sammilito Sankskritik Jote's Victory Day

celebration plans

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

To celebrate the 36th Victory Day,
Sammilito Sanskritik Jote will hold a-
four-day programme starting from
December 13, Thisyear, the celebra-
tion will take place at the Central
Shaheed Minar on Dhaka Univer-
sity campus, Rabindra Sarobor in
D oy Manghq i
R and e Tamno,
At a press conference held at the
Dhaka Reporters Unity on Decem-
ber 10, Sammilito Sanskritik Jote

announced their celebration com-
mittee of 101 members, Nasiruddin
Yousuff, president of Sammilito
Sanskritik Jote, is the convenor;
Asaduzzman Nur and Mannan
Heera are the joint convenors, while
Golam Kuddus is the chief coordi-
nator of the commitiee. Eminent
recitor Hasan Arif, chairman of
Bangladesh Group Theatre Federa-
tion M Hamid, general secretary of
Bangladesh Group Theatre Federa-
tion Thuna Chowdhury and others
were also present at the conference.

On December 13 at the Shaheed
Minar, four Biranganas from
Sirajganj will inaugurate the cele-
bration. More than. 2,200 artistes
from 115 cultural organisations
along with several eminent cultural
personalities will take part at the
event. A discussion and cultural
prngrammr, »will be held on Decem-

at the Rayer Bazar Mariyred
!cl[zdﬁa'fs 'Monumént pre ! 3
C)n December 16, a calﬂurftﬂ pm-

cession will start from the Shaheed
Minar,

New drama serial “Shunyo Pata”
Banglavision tonight

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT !

New drama serial Shunyo Pata will be aired tonight
at 9:45 pm on Banglavision. The 26-¢pisode serial
written by Sanchit Sarkar is directed by Fazlur
Rahman,

Incidents that occur everyday in the soclety are
featured in the serial. The story unfolds as hounded
by goons in the village, Binu flees to Dhaka. There
she meets her cousin Tapu and his friend Shiplu.
Shiplu joins a multi-national company and makes
friends with Mita, the boss's daughter,

Abul Hayat, Chitralekha Guha, Shahriar Nazim
Joy, Tanima Hamid, Kusum Shikdar, Dr. Ejez and
Zahid Hossain Shovon play the lead xoics in the

Cast: Colin Fe rguson. SalliRichardson

serial.
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