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Inzaghl warns
Ronaldo

AFP lbkohama

| Goal-machine Filippo Inzaghi has
told fellow AC Milan striker
Ronaldo not to make a premature
comeback ' from inj ury as the
Rossoneri gear up to win their first
ClubWorld Cup.
"I' know what he is going
through. 1T hope he can recover
" soon, Having one like him, for us, is
an extra weapon,” Inzaghi said of
the 31-year-old Brazilian, whose
careerhas been plagued by injury.

"However, he must only return if
he is 100 per cent, and it's fair that
he thinks it so,” the 34-year-old
Ttalian said on Milan'swebsite.

Ronaldo has missed every train-
ing session with the squad since the
Buropean Champions League and
Super Cup winners arrived
Thursday, a week before their first
match in the annual tournament of
continental champions,

He has played in just one match
this season, when he started
against Cagliari two weeks ago on
his return from a thigh injury. But
he picked up a knock to his left calf
intraining.

"I'mhappytodowellas'vebeen
training for a long time without any

pain. For my type of gamne, being

physically fit is fundamental,” said |

Inzaghi, who scored a record 63rd
goalinEuropean competitionwhen
Milan beat Celtic 1-0 in the
Champions League lastweek.

"My objectives are the same as
Milan, 1 hope to win, this cup
because for this group it would
really be the best thing," Inzaghi
said of the ClubWorld Cup.

Milan and Argentina's Boca
Juniors, who beat the Italian sidein
the 2003 Intercontinental Cup
final, are semifinal seeds in'the
tournament with the final here on
Sunday.

Both sides won the South
American-European Intercon-
tinental Cup three times but never
the three-year-old ClubWorld Cup.

Jose to say no
to England

INTERNET, undated

Jose Mourinho would reportedly
turn down .the chance to be
England manager if he was offered
the position by the Foctball
Association.

The former Chelsea boss was
installed as the bookmakers’
favourite to succeed Steve
McClaren after he refused to rule
himself out of the running for the
vacant rolelast week.

Reports also suggested his agent
had heldepremliminary talks with
the FA about taking charge of
England.

However, according to Sky
Sports News , Mourinho’s interest
in the position has cooled in the
last few days after receiving an offer
fromamystery club.

It's believed the 44-year-old has
set his sights on a return to club
management and cven if the PA
made him an offer to replace
McClaren he would reject it to take
up the proposal from the unnamed
club.

Ttaly'sWorld Cup winning coach
Marcello Lippi and Fabio Capello
areboth believed to be in the frame
for the England job with the duo
expressing an interestin therole,

According to the Daily Mirror
and the Daily Telegraph, Lippi has
issued a 'come and get me plea’
and FA chief ‘executive Brian
Barwick is hoping to talk to him
later thisweek.

Asource close to the 59-year-old
said: "He is only interested in them
going to him direct. He does not
have an agent so the only contact
would be directto him.

"He believes England has the
players and potential to get to the
Woild Cup and do well when they
getthere.”

Meanwhile former Real Madrid,
AC Milan and Juventus boss
Capello, who has previously
expressed his desire to get the job,
is also expected to have talks with
the FA thisweek.

Nasri fit for

crunch tie
INTERNET, undated

Samir Nasrireturns to the Marseille
squad fut Tuesday's crunch
Champiuns League tie against
Liverpool.”

The France playmaker missed
Saturday's 2-0 victory over Monaco
in Ligue 1 as he was recovering
from an ankle injury suffered dur-
. ing his side’s 2-1 defeat to Besiktas
inmatchdayfive.

Defender Ronald Zubar is also
back in the squad after recovering
frominjuryand could start at righl.-
back, but forward Salim Arrache is
missing.,

Striker Djibril Cisse and
midfielder Boudewijn Zenden,
who both left Anfield last summer
to join Marseille, are named in
coach EricGerets' 20-man party for
the StadsVelodrome clash.
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WELCOME RETURN: Barcelona striker Samuel Eto'o (R) shimmies away from the challenge of Deportivo cenire-half Fabriclo Coloccini during their Primera
Liga clash at the Nou Camp on Sunday.
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All to do for Real, L'pool

AVP, Paris-

9 Liverpool and

% Real Madrid,
with an -aston-
ishing 13
European titles
| between them,
face the humili-
ating prospect of being dumped
out of the Champions League on
Tuesday.

Liverpool, who ha\"e lifted the
continental crown five times, are in
the most precarious position hav-
ing to travel to France where only a
Group A win will suffice against
1993 winners Marseille in the
imposing StadeVelodrome.

Eight-time champions Real are
in a better position. They tackle
Lazio atthe Bernabauneeding only
a draw to make the knockout
rounds but wary that a heavy defeat
could send them heading for the
exit from Group C.

In Group B, Chelsea, who have
already made sure of their place in
the last 16, welcome struggling
Valencia who can only hope to aim
fora UEFA Cupplace.

Liverpool, runners-up last
season and champions for the fifth
time as recently as 2005, suffered
the worst possible preparation for
their trip to the south of France
when they were beaten 3-1 by
Reading in the Premiership at the

GrouphA

FC Porio (POR) v Besikias (TUR)
Marseille (FRA) v Liverpool (ENG)
GroupB

Chelsea (ENG)vValencia (ESP)
Schalke 04 (GER)vRosenborg (NOR)
GroupC

Olympiakos (GRE) v Werder Bremen
(GER)

Real Madrid (ESP) v Lazio (ITA)

weekend.

But manager Rafael Benitez is
confident his team, who have reig-
nited their European campaign with
12 goals in their last two ties, can
secure the threepointstheyneed.

“We have experience of finals so
we will do the same thing we were
doing before. Tt is an important
game but the players have experi-
enceofthose,” said Benilez.

"Since I have been here we have
been in seven finals. We have won
four so we have enough experience
and qualityin the squad towin.”

Both Marseille and Liverpool
have seven points, one behind
group leaders Porto, but a draw
could be enough for the French
side to qualify after Eric Gerets'
men won the first match between
the two at Anfield.

Marseille warmed up for the do-
or-die clash with a 2-0 win over
Monaco in the French champion-

SEE PAGE 1B COL 2

Boro stun Gunners

A¥P, London

Middlesbrou
gh inflicted
Arsenal's
first Premier
WLeague
28| defeat of the
season witha2-1winon Sundaym
cut the Gunners' lead over
Manchester United at the top of the
table to just one point.In the day's
other matches, Bolton heaped more
misery on second-bottom Wigan
with a 3-1 win while Tottenham
secured only their third league win
of the season, with a 2-1 success
apainst a Manchester City side that
finished the garne with 10 men after
Stephenlreland wassent off,
Defeat meant Sven-Goran
Eriksson's City missed out on the
chance to go above Liverpool and

into fourth place in the table while
Spurs are now two points clear of
thebottom three.

West Ham continued their fine
recent form with a 1-0 win away to
Blackburn Rovers which left the
Londoners 10th as Alan Curbishley
celebrated a year in charge w1th a
victory.

Stewart Downing, with afuunh-
minute penalty, and Tuncay Sanli,
with a close-range strike 16 min-
utes from time, scored for
Middlesbrough at the Riverside.

Tomas Rosicky pulled a goal
backin the fifth minute of stoppage
time butitwas too late for Arsenal.

The result gave Middlesbrough,
who started Sunday in the relega-
tion zone, only their third win in the
Premiership thisseason.

Just as in Wednesday's 1-1 draw
against Newcastle, Arsenal were

without key midfielders Cesc
Fabregas, Mathieu Flamini and
Alexander Hleb and the result
revived concerns over whether
they have a strong-enough squad
to sustainatitle challenge.

But Arsenal manager Arsene
Wenger had no complaints about
theresult.

"We lost the game because we
deserved toloseit," hesaid.

"It's that simple. Middles-
brough were sharper in the fight.
We missed the start of the game by
giving them too much room and it
costapenalty.”

Middlesbrough manager
Gareth Southgate, whose side
ended a run of 11 games without a
win and climbed out of the bottom
three, said he felt the fixture sched-
ule wouldwork against Arsenal.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 6
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TURKISH DELIGHT: Middlesbrough striker Sanli Tuncay (R) disappears into the crowd to celebrate his winning goal
against Arsenal during their Premier League encounter at the Riverside on Sunday.

Ronaldinho -
staying put

A¥P, Barcelofia

2
Barcelona president Joan Laporta
said Sunday that Brazilian super-

star Ronaldinho was not for sale -

and gquashed reports that the club
was negotiating with English giants
Chelsea or European champions
ACMilan,

Speaking after Barcelona's 2-1
win over Deportivo La Coruna on
Sunday Laporta said: "We are not
goingto sell Ronaldinho. Weare not
in contact with Chelsea, Milan or
any otherteam.

"We arc counting on
Ronaldinho and you could sce
tonight that he fought like all the
rest of the players.”

Chelsea, bankrolled by Russian
billionaire Roman Abramovich,
have been mooted as potential
suitors along with Milan who have
several of Ronaldinho's Brazilian
international teammates in their
ranks.

Ronaldinho has cut a forlomn
figure this season with the 27-year-
old Brazilian, contracted until June
2010, struggling to recapture his
form and Barcelona's demanding
fanshave jeered theiridol.

There have been reports that
Ronaldinho's penchant for late-
night partying is behind his below-
par displays although the club have
tried to keep a lid on the whole
affair.

Ronaldinho, the 2006 Ballon
d'Or winner, started for Barca
against Deportivo on Sunday and
converted a penalty, his sixth goal
of the season, as his team moved to
within four points of leaders Real
Madrid with a 2-1 win at Camp
Nou.

Pato will play
in January

AFP, Rome

Highly-tated young Brazilian for-
ward Pato should make his move to
AC Milan official on January 9 or 10,

the club's vice-president Adriano_

Galliano said on Monday.

Speaking to the club's website
from Yokohama, where Milan arc
taking part in the Club World Cup,
Galliani said he expected the 18-
year-old's registration to be final-
ised atthebeginningofnext month.

Pato joined Milan from
Internacional in August but as he
was only 17 years-old at the time,
Milan were not allowed to register
him in the Italian league. Non-EU
players mustbe 18 tobe granted an
Ttalian registration.

He turned 18 in September but
by then had missed the end of the
August transfer window. But once
the mid-season window opens on

January 1, Milan will be able to.

dpplyforaregistration.

"We hope to sce Pato in Italy on
January9or 10," said Galliani.

Patois due to go to Brazil to sort
out papers forhis registration while
Milan take partin a winter training
campin Dubaifrom January 2-10,

The young forward is already
front page news in Italy where
television cameras film him train-
ing and the country's main sports
newspaper, Gazzetta dello Sport,
even discusses the goals he scores
intraining.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2

Barca reduce deficit

AFP, Madrid

Barcelona
showed real
character to stay
within four
points of leaders
Real Madrid with
a 2-1 win over
struggling

Q@J
Peportivo La

LFP Coruna on

sunday maintaining their flawless
homerecord.

Cristian put Deportivo ahead
after just two minutes to stun the
home crowd but a 40th minute
penalty from Ronaldinho restored
parity and Xavi struck thewinner to
make it a perfect eight homc wins
intheleague.

Barcelona, who welcomed
Samuel Eto'o and Deco back from
injury, stay sccond and coach
Frank Rijkaard will want to stay
close to Real ahead of 'El Classico'
atCamp NouonDecember 23.

"It was not a brilliant game but
we won and Eto'o and Deco came
back from injury so it was very
important,” explained Rijkaard.

"We are slowly getting players
back from injury and we have a lot
more options now and the teaimn is
gaining confidence.

"We want to win and play well
but we are not at our best at the
moment.”

Atletico Madrid are a point
behind Barcelona in third after a
hard-fought 1-0 win over derby

rivals Getafe.

Uruguayan international Diego
Forlan settled a game full of inci-
dent with four sending-offs in 14
minutes.

"It is three vital points,” said
Atleticomanager Javier Aguirre.

"Sometimes you can't win 4-0
playing beautiful football and you
needto fightand get physical.”

Villarreal slip to fourth after as
the wheels appear to be starting to
come off their title bid following a
1-0home defeat by Real Betis.

"Betis did not deserve to take
the three points,” lamented
Villarreal coach Manuel Pellegrini.
“We played well against a team that
scored with their only chance inthe
match.

"We tried everything but it is
difficult against a team with ten
men behind the ball.”

With Thierry Henry still out due
to a back complaint Barca coach
Rijkaard started with Eto'o,
Ronaldinho and Lionel Messi in
attack.

For Cameroon srnker Eto'o it
was his first match since badly
injuringhis knee on August 28.

With Real defeating Athletic
Bilbao on Saturday the pressure
was on Barcelona and they had a
horror start with Cristian firing La
Coruna ahead after just two min-
utestostunthe home fans.

Barcelona had won all seven
league matches at Camp Nou and
responded with all-out attack,

Five minutes before half-time

Messi was adjudged to hmre been
brought down in the area. and
Ronaldinho converted the subse-
quentspot-kick.

Xavi then popped. up wnh the
decisive goal on 71 minutes to
guide Barca back to within four
points of Real. :

Atletico are also emerging as
potential title contenders but they
needed to fight their way to the
points against Getafe in a stormy
encounter.

On 64 minutes, .-’a.tletir:o saw
Argentine Kun Aguero sent off for
twoyellow cards - one for divingand
theotheranintentionalhandball.

Seven minutes later Getafe
defender Lucas Licht was issued
his marching orders and his goal-
keeper Pato joined him minutes
later after handling outside the
area.

Seconds later Atletico winger
Jose Antonio Reyes was shown a
straight red for a crude taf.klc as
emotionsran high. .

Finishing in the top four ]oaks a
tall order for Sevilla although they
got back on the right track with a 3-
1 win over Real Murcia on Sunday.

Brazilian Luis Fabiano moved
into double figures for theseason, to -
top the scoring charts, with a brace
(4, 89) and Italian Enzo Maresca
converted a58thminute spot-kick.

Sevilla move ninth but just
qualifying for Europe is the aim for
the back-to-back UEFA Cup win-
ners although they are still in the
Champions League. :

It's Inter versus

AFP, Rome

Itay be only 15
games into the
38-match Ttalian
season but
already fans and
media here arc
branding Inter
Milan asunstoppable.

The gap between the champi-
ons and second-placed Roma is
only five points but already Inter
have an air of invincibility about
them.

Yet the coaches of the three
main title rivals have been at pains
to calm down the fear that the
champions will romp away to
another SerieAtitle.

Last season they finished more
than 20 points clear of Roma in
second while also setting a new
record of 17 league winsinarow,

Inter further added to those
fears of domination at the San Siro
on Sunday by drubbing Torino 4-0
while Roma dropped two points in
al-1drawat Livorno.

Third-placed Juventus needed a
Pavel Nedved stunner four minutes
from full-time to beat Atalanta 1-0
at home to avoid falling further
behind than the eight-point ‘gap
theyalreadyhave toInter.

Roma's goalscorer Daniele De
Rossi spoke of his frustration at
Inter's ability to churn out wins
after his team's draw in Livorno but
his coach Luciano Spalletti said
people should stop getting carricd
away.

"l know my players, they will
keep going until the final match.
We're not frustrated,” he insisted.
"We're determined to stay the
course.”

Itis fans and media that seem to
have already hung the winndrs'
medals around Inter's collective
neck but nerazzurri coach Roberto
Mancini is wary about compla-
cency.

"We're not even halfway

through the season and although
it's better to have a five-point gap
than a three-point one, every
match we play is difficult and we
have to stay focussed,” he told Sky
Sport.

“I think Roma are just as strong
as Inter, Juve too, even if they have
changed a lot, they are dangerous

i it Pl £

the rest

because they're not playing in the
Champions League. We want 1o
stay in front but the championship
isalongrace.”

Juventus are a much changed
outfit from the one that was domi-
nating Serie A before their demo-
tionto Serie B for match-fixing.

SEE PAGE,18 COL 2
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Inter Milan striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic laps up the applause after scoring from
apenalty during their Serie A clash against Torino atthe San Siro on Sunday.

Dream or nightmare?

AFP, Marscille

Steven Gerrard is
counting on
history repeat-
ing itself in
dream rather
than nightmare
fashion here on

Tuesday.
The last time the Reds travelled
to Marseille, in 2004, they were

* dumped out of the UEFA Cup by

the French club -- thanks in large
part to the efforts of Didier Drogba,
who scored in both legs of that
knockout tie.

Gerrard would rather forget that
evening however and focus instead
on the last time Liverpool found
themselves needing to win their
final group matchto progressinthe
Champions League.

Thatwas in the season following
the defeat here and Gerrard played
a central role in a 3-1 win over
Olympiakos, capping a second-
half fightback at Anfield with a 25-
yard screamer when his side were
minutes away fromelimination.

That campaign, of course,
culminated in Liverpool winning
club football's biggest prize for the

| fifth time and their captain believes

the memory of that remarkable
night at Anfield can help him and
his teammates get the job done at

the Stade Velodrome on Tuesday
night.

"Everyone remembers
Olympiakos, so our experiences in
the pastwillhelp,” Gerrard said.

"The big difference this time is
we're not at home, so that's going
to make it tougher, but we're play-
ing good football, winning games
and scoring goals.

"The pressure will be on
Marseille as much as us this time.
We know we're always expected to
go through to the knockout stage,
butafter they beat us at Anfield and
we lost in Turkey (1o Besiktas), we
weren't favourites to qualify.

"T'hey must have hoped we'd be
out of it by now and they'd already
be through, but fortunately it
hasn'tturned out thatway.

"For them not to be sure of going
through after already beating us
once must worry them, so we've
got to take advantage of the chance
we've given ourselves."

Marseille's win at Anfield in
carly October left Gerrard and co.
with just one point from their
opening three matches in group A,

But last year's beaten finalists
have since hauled themselves back
into contention with convincing
wins over Besiktas and Porto.

"If you'd told me five minutes
after the final whistle against
Marseille at Anfield we'd go into

the last game knowing a win would
secure our qualification, I'd have
bitten your hand off at that offer,”
Gerrard told the club's website,
wwiwliverpoolfc.tv.

"It was even worse when we lost
to Besiktas. We knew then we had a
real uphill struggle, but after our
recent performances in the com-
petition we know it's up to our-
selves again.

"We're a different side and a lot
more confident than the one which
lostto Marseilleathome.”

Despite his confident com-
menis, the England midfielder
acknowledged that it would take a
steely display from him and his
teammates to overcome Marseille
in front of their own supporters.

"The Stade Velodrome is one of
those arcnas where the fans It:ﬂlly
get behind their team, but we're
used to that and I'm sure we r,nn
cope.

"Although we took some criti-
cism when we lost at home, they
deserved credit for how they
played.

"They'd just appointed a new
manager and their lads performed
like theyhadalotto prove.

"We couldn't argue’ with the
result because we weren't at our
usual level. This time we deter-
mined to show them onr true qual-

“y " , j o



