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Real Madrid's Dutch striker Ruud van Nistelrooy (R) fires home the all-important goal as Athletic Bilbao's Pablo Orbaiz (L) looks on during thelr Primera Liga encounter at San Mames Stadium in

Bilbao on Saturday

Real ride on Ruud

AFP, Madﬂd
1 Ruud van Nistel-

.| predator scoring a
| brilliant winner to
help Real Madrid
/| move seven points
; ._dear at the top of
the Spanishchan-
p.amhip with @ 10 win at Athletic
Bilbao onSaturday.
Dutch international van
Nistelrooy curled a fantastic 55th

- minute winner as champions Real

—opened up a seven-point gap on
Barcelona whe are under pressure
to beat Deportivo La Coruna on
Sunday. .
~Villarredl are also seven poims

behind the leaders ahead of their
home game a,gainst Real Betis on
Sunl:lay B

Eleven wms from 15 games

makes impresmre reading for Real
who were again indebted to their
goal maghinemn-Nisw]mcry.

| just a penalty box

The Dutch forward was the
club's top-scorer last season with
25 goals and he weighed in with his
seventh league goal in 12 outings.

In Saturday's early match
Valencia stumbled to a 0-0 draw at
Osasuna as new coach Ronald
Koeman struggles to lift the current
gloom around the club,

Out of the Champions. League
and falling down the league
Koeman could be forgiven for
regretting his decision to leave PSV
Eindhoven in November,

While Barcelona look a soft
touch away from home Real look

-tesilient. and .manager Bernd
Schuster:ds ot afraid to make:

decisions ashe showed bykeeping

Brazilian international Julio
Baptista, trying to revive his career
at Madrid, was in the starting line-
upattheexpense of Guti.

Real had won the last four meet-
ings between the two sides but
Bilbao were not intimidated and
started promisingly.

On the quarter hour mark Raul
came close to scoringhis ninth goal

of the season but was charged
down at the last minute and sec-
onds later Robinho saw a toe-
poked effort parried off theline,

Iker Casillas had been a virtual
spectator but was called into action
after half an hour producing a fine
save to deny a goal bound header
frorn Fernando Llorente.

Defender Pepe, a 30 million
euro signing from FC Porto in the
summer, then appeared to have
headed Real in front but the lines-,
man lifted his flag to rule the effort
out for offside and prompt jeers
fromtherelieved homefans. -

On 55 minutes van Nistelrooy
had the ball in the net and theie, _
was no chance of offside as bril-
liantly bent a right-footed shotinto
thetop comer.

Robinho then hit the post for
Real who continued to push for-

‘ward in numbers.

Bilbao fans were frustrated by
some refereeing decisions and
threw several objects, including a
pocketknife, onto the pitch.

Real must now concentrate on

Tuesday's Champions League
match with Lazio where they need
a draw to progress to the knockout
phase.

Valencia are already out of
Europe's flagship club competition
and are fighting for a UEFA Cup
spotwhen they travel to Chelsea on
Tuesday.

One point from nine leaves
them down in sixth although
Koemantried to put abraveface on
the scoreless draw with Osasuna,

"Neither teamn created many

_chances but one positive is that we
were much more solid at the back,”
saidKoemian,

"We have to improve going
forward but I saw a well-organised
team that fought very hard. This is
the pathwe have to follow.”

Like his predecessor Quique
Sanchez Flores, Koeman is strug-
gling to get the best out of the cur-
rent crop of players and has report-
edly urged the Valencia board to
change their rigid wage structure to
bringin top quality stars.

FA demes Jose
approach

RE'[I‘I‘ERS Lcmdrm

The FA téacte”t‘i to the latest slew of
newspaper speculation on the
identity of the next England man-
ager on Sunday by insisting that no
approach had yet been made to any
potential candidate.

Some British Sunday papers
carried stories saying the FA had
spoken to former Chelsea boss Jose
Mourinho and that he was in line to
replace Steve McClaren, who was
sncked last month after England's
failure to qualify for Euro 2008.

Others claimed the Portuguese
coach, out of work since leaving
Chelsea in September. had ruled
himself out after receiving a tempt-
ingcluboffer.

FA chief executive Brian Barwick
and head of soccer development
Trevor Brooking have been charged
with making the appointment and
FA $pokesman Adrian Bevington
said theyweremaking progress.

"They've spoken to various
leading figures in the game to can-
vass some opinions. My under-
standing is that they've concluded
that process now andit's a.case now
of having conversations with indi-
. viduals," he told BEC radio 5-Live,

"We've been very transparent
following the departure of Steve
McClaren but there does come a
time when we say 'please let us get
onwith ourwork privately now',

"If you picked up the papers last
week it was a variety of managers, it
was a, dlfTerenl story today. I don't
want to dissect every story but we
are fully on track here. We are mak-
ing progress; we want to get the
manager of theright calibre,

"There is a lot of work going on
behind the scenes and if we have
spoken to the representatives of one
individual it does not mean we are
not speaking to others but neither
Trevor nor Brian have met with any
ofthepotential candidatesyet."

England's next match is a
Wembley fnendly against
Switzerland in February and their
next competitive fixture will be in
September at the start of the 2010
World Cup qualifying campaign.

"I've seen 'warious managers
' quled put on W@nd in newspapers
but 1 can assuge you we have not
rulcdanybnd L ut;wr:hnvc anopen
~mind," hesaid,.

”Vﬁ‘.- avel g0 l a deadline but
when we identify the man there is

numaiga;u adfgoand gethim,"

T,

Rafa focused on Marseille

i refused to apolo-
gize for thinking
of Liverpool's
make-or-break
Champions
League clash
with Marseille as the Reds slipped
to a 3-1 defeat against Reading -
their first loss in the Premier
League this season,

Benitez took off club captain
Steven Gerrard, defender Jamie
Carragherand top scorer Fernando
Torres because he could not see a
way back into the match for his
side.

"Iwanted to rest my key players
because 1 did not feel' we were
going to get back in the game at 3-
1," Benitezsaid.

"We had three or four good
chances but could not take them so
Idecided to take off my key players

| Rafael Benitez

. togivethemarest.

"We tried to change it with
different players with pace and
fresh legs. The Champions League
is important. Marseille is the target
now," the Spaniard added.

"Torres had a kick on his ankle
sowas atrisk. He will be okay.

"There are some big .games
coming up in the next few weeks
andIwant the players fresh.”

An annoyed Benitez said the
penalty awarded by referee Andre
Marriner for a foul by Carragher
which led to Stephen Hunt's spot-
kick opening goal for Readmg was
harsh,

And he added Tun:es should was
equally deserving of a penalty
when he tangled with Ibrahima
Sonka.

“The penalty given against
Jamie was outside the box and you
have to ask why the referee did not
book him for the penalty. Maybe

because it wasn't a penalty,” said
Benitez. -

- "Torres was clearly tripped in
the box and it is disappointing
when decisions go against you."

Reading were given a controver-

sial penalty in the 16th minute-

when Carragher was adjudged to
have brought down Brynjar
Gunnarrsson on the edge of the
box.

Liverpool got an equaliser just
before the half hour mark through
talisman Gerrard.

Jose Reina's clea__rance was
knocked on by Tomres and Gerrard
raced through to plant the ball past
Marcus Hahnemann.

Readingregained the lead when
Kevin Doyle just got his head to a
free-kick from Nicky Shorey.

Then, after Gerrard saw a long-

range shot come back off the cross--"

bar, Reading sealed victory in the
) SEE PAGE 19 COL 1
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Frenchlegend Zinedine Zidane visits a football school in Niamey to supporta Umted Natlons humanitarian projectin

Niger on Sunday.

Kaka dismisses
Real link

AFP, Yokohama

Brazilian playmaker Kaka has
brushed aside reports that Real
Madrid president Ramon Calderon
is making a fresh attempt to prise
him away from AC Milan.

"Let's forget i, it's something
that does not concern me," the 25-
year-old Kaka said on Milan's
website about Calderon's plan to
travel to Japan and meet Milan
president Silvio Berlusconi and
vice-president Adriano Galliani.

Milan, the European Champions
League winners, and Argentina's
Boca Juniors are in Japan to play in
the Club World Cup, contested by
continental champions.

convey Real's refusal to consider
try again to convince Galliani to

week won the prestigious French
Ballon d'Or award for the player of
theyear.

Meanwhile, the Japanese sports
daily Sankei Sports reported that
Kaka has agreed to continue playing
for AC Milan until 2012 with a
record-matching annual salary of
nine million euros (13 million dol-
lars).

The sum equals the basic annual
salary paid to fellow Brazilian striker
Ronaldinho by Spain's Barcelona,
the daily said quoting Milan offi-
cials.

The 25-year-old Kaka's annual
salary at present is six million euros,
the highest in Italian football, the
dailysaid.

Casillas hit
by object =

REUTERS, Madrid

Real Madrid goalkeeper Iker
Casillaswas hit by an object thrown
from the crowd during his side's 1-
0 win at Athletic Bilbao on
Saturday.

Objects rained down on the
keeper's area during the match and
television pictures showed what
appeared to be a knife or bottle
opener had alsolanded on the edge
of the pitch.

"The atmosphere at San Mames
is always very powerful and that
zone is always like that," Casillas
told reporters, "Itisa strange way to
supportyourteam.”

The bus carrying Real Madrid
players to the stadiumwas also hitby
objects thrown by rival supporters,
resultingindamage toitswindows.

Red card from
the bench

ATP, Frankfurt

There was a strange dismissal in
Frankfurt on Saturday when
Schalke 04 substitute Carlos
Grossmueller earned himself a red
card from the bench while stlll in
his tracksuit.

The Uruguay mtcrnauonal
midfielder charged off the bench

minute of his side's 2-2 Bundesliga
draw here onSaturday and argued -
still wearing his warm-up suit and
bib - with Eintracht Frankfurt's
Michael Thurk.

After a heated argument,
Grossmueller pushed Thurk to the

Schalke player not having officially
been partof the game, :
The 24-year-old, who has won
four caps for his country, is likely to
pick up a heavy fine from the
German FPootball Association (DPB).

S

Calderon was seen clikelyitos
selling Sergio Rarmios to Milan and

name their price for Kaka, who last |

and onto the pitch in the 86th .

floor and was shown an immediate .
red card by the rreferee with the

Lazio c

AFP, Rome

Lazio eased their
relegation fears
and boosted
their Champions
League morale
with a 2-0 win
over Catania on

Saturday.

Tommaso Rocchi and Goran
Pandev were on target in a timely
tune-up ahead of their Champions
League trip to Real Madrid on
Tuesday where they have to win to
have any hope of making the
knockout round.

"We have nothing left to lose at
Real," said Lazio coach Delio Rossi.

~ "There are teams far stronger
than Lazio in the Champions
League, butlknow full well mylads
willnotlet theirheads drop.”

Fabrizio Miccoli and Fabio
Simplicio's stunning goals gave
Palermo a 2-0 win over Fiorentina
who had to play the final 22 min-
utes with 10 men after Alessandro
Gamberini went off injured and all
three substitutions had already

linch vital win

beenused.

Fiorentina stay in fifth place in
the table, 10 points behind leaders
Inter Milan.

Inter's star forward Zlatan'

Ibrahimovic has tried to calm
expectation despite his club's
flying start to the season,

Inter entertain Torino on
Sunday after a stunning opening to

* the season that has seen them win

10 and draw four of their 14 league
matches.

They have also qualified from
their Champions League group
with a game to spare and all that
despite amidfield injury crisis.

With players such as Patrick

Vieira, Luis Figo and Dejan

Stankovic already missing, Olivier
Dacourt was this week ruled out for
the rest of the season.

But such is the strength of
Inter's squad that whoever comes
in still proves too strong for their
opponents, as Lazio found out on
Wednesday as they were chopped
down 3-0 by a team that included
Portugal under-21 international
Pele making his first start of the

5
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season.

Only Roma have managed 1o
hang onto Inter's coat tails so far
with the likes of Juventus and AC
Milan already eight and 16 points
adrift ofthe champions.

But Sweden forward
Ibrahimovic is keen to play down
expectation and he denied the title
race is already boiling down 1o a
shoot-out between Inter and sec-
ond-placed Roma. s

"The title is not yel der..idr:d.
there are many games left,” he said.
"We have to keep winning as we
have done up until now. But we
have to keep our concentration
and play with confidence and that
waywe'llkeep pushing forwards.”

The same cannot pe said of
Roma's trip to lowly but resurgent
Livorno, who had a dreadful startto
the season but are unbeaten in
their last five matches having won
three of them.

Juventus and Udlnese will be
looking to return to winning ways
and boost their own title chancesas
they entertain Atalanta and
Sampdoriarespectively.

MU demolish Derby

AFP, London

Ryan Giggs's
100th league
goal saw
Manchester
United on
- the way to a
4-1 win against bottom-of-the-
table Derby County to keep up the
pressure on Premier League lead-
ers Arsenalon Saturday.

' Victory at Old Trafford, where
Carlos Tevez scored either side of
half-time, left second-placed
United a point behind the
Gunners, who travel to struggling
Middlesbrough on Sunday.

Chelsea remained third, two
points adrift of United, after a 2-0
win against Sunderland, despite
being without star striker Didier
Drogba.

Liverpool lost in the league for

.the first time this scason, 3-1 away

to Reading but they remain ‘in
:l'uurthplacc ik et bl Ktiead b

Portsmouth maintained theuf .

impressive form with a sixth suc-
cessive awaywin as theybeat Aston
Villa 3-1, a victory that saw them
move upinto fifth spot.

Ayegbeni Yakubu's hat-trick
helped Everton move level on
points with Villa afier a 3-0 win at
home to Fulham, who haven't won
away in 25 leaguc matches.

Meanwhile, Newcastle came
from behind to beat Birmingham
2-1with Habib Baye scoring a last-
minute winner,

Giggs, in front of the Old
Trafford faithful who've cheered
him on for the last 16 years, put
United in front five minutes before
half-time when he followed up a
Cristiano Ronaldo shot parried by
Derbykeeper Stephen Bywater.

It was the 34-year-old Welsh
winger's 100th goal in 519 league
appearances,

"He's a great character, a great
person and a fantastic servant to us
all," United manager Sir Alex
Ferguson said of Giggs.

United, on the stroke of half-
time went 2-0 up with Portugal
winger Ronaldo again involved. His
free-kick wasn't cleared and
Argentina striker Tevez struck from
insidethe box.

Tevez then put the result
beyond doubton the hour mark.

Steve Howard scored a consola-
tion goal for Derby, their first away
in the league this season before
Ronaldo made it 4-1 from the
penalty spot.

Andriy Shevchenko helped
Chelsea make light of Drogba's
absence, after his fellow striker was
ruled out earlier Saturday following
a knee operation, by giving the
Blues a 23rd minute lead at
Stamford Bridge when he headed
infrom Salomon Kalou'scross.

Frank Lampard put the result

.‘beyond doubt with a 75th minute

penalty after Danny Higgin-
botham's foul on Alex, Sunderland
then saw Liam Miller sent off late
on forretaliation.

Reading took the lead against
Liverpool in the 17th minute when
Jamie Carragher fouled Brynjar
Gunnarsson onihe edge of the box.

Referee Andre Marriner
awarded a penalty, to Liverpool's
anger, with Stephen Hunt scoring
fromthespot,

Liverpool though were level
barely 10 minutes later when
Steven Gerrard, their captain, burst
into the box and shot past Marcus
Hahnemann.

But the Royals regained the lead

on the hour mark when Kevin

!

Doyle flicked-on Nicky Shumy*s
free-kick.

And seven minutes ]ater after
Gerrard had hit the bar, James
Harper made it 3-1 after rounding
Reina

Liverpool manager Rafael
Benitez defended his decision to
take Gerrard off with 20 minutes to
go ahead of next week's must-win
Champions: League pame against
Marseille. i

- "Twanted to rest my key players
because I did notfeel wewere going
to get back in the game at 3-1,"
Benitezsaid. i

Reading manager Steve
Coppell, celebrating his team's first
winoverone ofthe 'Big Four'since

SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

¢ PHOTO: AFP
Manchester United striker Carlos Tevez (R) receives a congratulatory hug |,
from teammate Wes Brown after he scored his first goal against Derby

A¥P, Sydney

New Australian coach Pim Verbeek
sees convincing Newcastle's Mark
Viduka to prolong his international
career as a top priority ahead of next
Bebruary's2010World Cup qualifiers,

The Dutchman has taken over
the Socceroos and says European-
based players are vital to helping
Australia overcome Qatar, China
and Iraq in their tough World Cup
qualifying group.

Verbeek will have to balance the
needs of his team against the

.-demands of the European clubs

where the majority of Australia's
stars playtheir football,

"When 1 travel to Sydney on
Thursday I will watch as much A-
League footballasI can becauseit's
these players who will be soimpor-

County during their Premiership clash at Old Trafford on Saturday. -

wants Viduka

tant to us, especially in the first two
games,” Verbeek told Sydney's
Sun-Herald newspaper.

"But the European players are
also absolutely crucial for us and 1
want to contact Mark Viduka, for
one, because I need to know what
his thoughts are.
© "It's not about the age of play-
ers, it's about their quality. He has
s0 much of that and I hope he will
stayinvolved."

Viduka, who led Australia at last
year's World Cup and this year's
Asian Cup, has been toying with
retirement from the international

gameafter 14 yearsto concentrateon”’

his club career with Newcastle
Unitedin England's Premier League,
Viduka, 32, has only scored six
goals in 32 internationals, but he
has been prolific in club football
with 158 goals in 302 league
appearances, going back to 1995,
Verbeek, who coached South

Korea to the semi-finals of last
July's Asian Cup, has been
appointed largely on his record in
Asian football,

"We are in the hardest World
Cup group ofall but we mustnot be
afraid, We are good enough to win
every game,"Verbeek said.

"At the veryleast we have to win
all our home games. Thntis absn-
lutelyvital.

"Fortunately, I know a lot about
the countries we are about to fage. =
During my time with South Korea =
we played against Qatar at the
Asian Games and the Olympics.

"Iraq beat us in the Semi-finals
of the Asian Cup and, of course,
also beat Australia, and we also -
faced them in the Asian Ga;pes and
afriendly. B

"So I am aware of the: slfengms
and weaknesses of both Qatar and
Irag. I have also studied China
cluselyfurnmnyyears ol i



