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Fahim hails
U'_" 19b oys

SPORTS REPORTER

 Coach Nazmul Abedin Fahim
* praised the Bangladesh under-19
players for their splendid efforts in
their remarkable turnaround in the
one-dayseriesinPakistanlastweek.

The under-19 side arrived in
Dhaka in the early hours of Sunday
after completing a successful tour
where they drew the only four-day
match and 'won the five-match
one-day serics 3-2 against the
Pakistan under-19side.

The hosts thumped Bangladesh
under-19 by 144 and 80 runs in the
first two matches in Hyderabad.
But the young Tigers responded
brilliantly, winning the next three
in Karachi by 24 runs, 13 runs and
twowickets respectively.

“After our two losses in
Hyderabad, we tried to identify the
weaknesses that let us down. The
players responded brilliantly and
worked on those areas and all
creditgoestothem,” said Fahim.

“The one-day victory made it a
good trip eventually. And it was
made much better when ‘you
consider that our opponents are
two-time world champions and
have recently beal teams like

'/ SEE PAGE 1B COL 1

Rakib in
3rd spot

SPORTS REPORTER

Grand Master Abdullah Al Rakib
won the eighth round game against
Arghyadip Das in the Common-
wealth Chess Championship in
Néw Delhiyesterday.

Ralkib secured six points to
share the third spot along with 12
other players.

IM Rathnakaran is leading the
tablewith seven points.

Two other Bangladeshi Grand

Bangalore yesterday.
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THE PRINCE OF KOLKATAIN HIS BEST BIBAND TUCKER: kvlntagllaSnuravGanguly of India salutes the crowd upon
reaching his double hundred on the second day of the third Test against Pakistan at the Chinnaswamy Stadium in

ﬁ Cricket

A¥P, Bangalore

Sourav Ganguly and Irfan Pathan
posted caregr-best knocks as
India showed their batting prow-
55 to put Pakistan under pressure

| “~in the third and final Test here on

Sunday.

Ganguly cracked an elegant 239
for a maiden Test double-century
and Pathan marked his comeback
with an explosive 102 for a first
hundred to help India pile up a
mammoth 626 in their first
innings.

Pakistan made a strong reply as
theyreached 86-1 at stumps on the
second day. Salman Butt was
unbeaten with an aggressive 50
and stand-in captain Younis Khan
with seven. They still nced 341
more runs toavoid follow-on. ™

Left-handed Butt swept leg-
spinner Anil Kumble for a ninth
four to reach his half-century, He
also punished paceman Ishant
Sharma, hitting three successive
boundaries.

It was India's highest total
against Pakistan at home, beating
the previous best of 616-5 declared
in the second Test of the current
seriesat Kolkata.

Left-handed Ganguly and
Pathan put the Pakistani attack to
the sword with thrilling strokeplay
onagood batting track, adding 178
for the seventh wicket to ensure
the tourists bat under the threat of
afollow-on.

The pair also overshadowed
Pakistani seamer Yasir Arafat, who
finished with five wickets on his
Testdebut.

"~ Ganguly, 125 overnight,
reached his double-hundred in the
afternoon when he drove Arafat
through the covers for two runs.
His previous best was 173 against
SriLanka in Mumbai in 1997.

Lower-order batsman Pathan,
23, wenton the rampage in his first
Test in more than a year as he
smashed four sixes and 10 fours in
his 133-ball knock.

He needed four runs to com-
plete his century when last-man
Sharma joined him, but he did itin
style when he hoisted leg-spinner
Danish Kaneria forhis fourth six.

It was a frustrating day for
Pakistan, who struggled for more
than two sessions to claim the
remaining five wickets after the
hosts had resumed at 365-5. None
of their bowlers could keep pres-
sure on Gangulyand Pathan.

Pakistan were a bowler short as
paceman Shoaib Akhtar was
unable to resume bowling after
being off the field for more than a
session on Saturday due to back
pain, He was not given asingle over
even when he became eligible to
bowl,

Younis was left with only three

| Ganguly's princely 23

specialist bowlers but seamers
Mohammad Sami and Arafat, and
Kaneria were ineffective on an
unhelpful wicket.

Ganguly and Pathan made the
most of the conditions, reducing
the Pakistani bowlers and fielders
to a state of helplessness during
their big partnership.

Runs came thick and fast when
Ganguly and Pathan were at the
crease as 96 came off 27 overs in
the morning and 150 off 30 in the
afternoon.

The 35-year-old Ganguly was
bowled attempting to sweep
Kaneria in the afternoon session.
He struck two sixes off Kaneria and
30 fours in his superb 361-ball
knock. i

Pakistan got one wicket in the
morning when Arafat had Dinesh
Karthik (24) caught behind, but
not before the batsman had added
66 for the sixth wicket with
Ganguly,

Karthik again missed out on a
biginnings ahead of the Australian
tour. He is now under pressure to
retain his Test place, having scored
63 in five innings against the
tourists.

. HIGHEST INDIVIDUAL SCORE BY

Player Runs Opposition Ground Yoar
V Sehwag 309 Pakistan Multan 2004
VWS Laxman 281 Australia Kolkata 2001
R Dravid 270 Pakistan Rawalpindi 2004
V Sehwag 254 Pakistan Lahore 2008
STendulkar 248 Bangladesh Dhaka 2004
S Tendulkar 241 Australia Sydney 2004
S Ganguly 239 Pakistan Bangalore 2007
S Gavaskar 238* WastIndies Chennai 1983
RDravid - 233 Auslralia Adelajde 2003
VMankad 231 New Zealand Chennai 1956
(* denoles nol ouf)

SCOREBOARD :
Scoreboard at stumps on the sec-
ond day of the third and final Test
between India and Pakistan on
Sunday:

INDIA: First innings (overnight
365-5) ? i
Jafferlbwb Arafat 17
Gambhir c Akmalb Sami 5
Dravid cMisbah b Arafat 19
GangulybKaneria 239
Laxman b Arafat ' 5
Yuvrajclgbalb Sami 169
Karthik c Akmal b Arafat 24
Pathan c Akmal b Kaneria 102
Kumble Ibwb Kaneria 4
Harbhajanb Arafat 4
Sharmanotout )
Extras: (b-13,1b-19, nb-6) 36
Total; (Alloutin 150.2 overs) - 626

Fall of wickets: 1-8, 2-44, 3-51, 4-

61, 5-361, 6-427, 7-605, 8-615, 9-
620. .

Bowler 0'M R W
Akhtar 1003 23 0
Sami 364 5 149 2
Arafat 39 5161 5
Kaneria 462 8 168 3
Younis 20080 1420
Butt, 10 1 36 0
Hameed 75:0 43°0
PAKISTAN: Firstinnings -
Buttnotout TR ! 50 -
HameedIbwb Kumble 19
Younisnotout LT 7

Extras: (b-4,1b-2,nb-4) 10
Total: (Foronewktin27 overs) 86
To bat: Yousuf, Igbal, Misbahul,
Akmal, Akhtar, Sami, Arafat,
Kaneria. -

Fallof wicket: 1-59.

Bowler O M R W
Pathan 94 1850
Sharma 75043 39550
Kumble L R
Ganguly 20800 s 0
Harbhajan T80, 520510

Masters Niaz Murshed-and Reefat
Bin Sattar earned 5.5 points each
while FM Khondokar AminulIslam
bagged 5 points and IWM Rani
* Hamid 3 points.

- Niaz drew with Ramakrishna,
Aminul split point with IM Sekher
Chandra Sahu and Reefat lost to
WGM Nisha Mohota and Rani
Hamid lost to Bhavan Kumar.

Did U Know?

Vishwanathan Anand, the World Master of
Chess, was taught the first chess moves by
his mother Sushila Vishwanathan,

Luiz Felipe Scolari
(Portugal soccer manager)

‘I love Portugal even more than
Brazil. I have a really good life here.
My family loves this country, If |
were to move it's by no means cer-
tain I'd find the same conditions
elsewhere.”

Who is keen to renew his deal until
the 2010World Cup.
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Nazmus
Sadat's bril-
liant all-round
show helped
& Khulna to a
huge victory, Barisal stole the show
by breaking Rajshahi's six-match
winning streak with a stunning 18-
run win and Mohammad Sharif
snared five wickets in the 9th
National Cricket League one-day
competition held across the coun-
tryyesterday.

At the Chittagong Divisional
Stadium, Sadat took three wickets
with his left-arm spin and then

ISPATTANT

MIRZAFRE TEA

chascof 189 runssetby the hosts.

}  Barisal defended their modest

score of 188 all out, bowling out
the visitors for 170 in 45.5 overs at
the Shaheed Chandu Stadium in
Bogra.

Dhaka remained in third posi-
tion with their 51-run victory over
Sylhet at the Fatullah Cricket
Stadium. Having scored 225, Sharif
blew the visitors away for 174 runs
in41.5 overs.

BARISAL-RAJSHAHI

Khaled Mashud's decision to bowl
first after winning the toss must
have heartened him as his new-ball

pairing of Shafag Al Zabir and
'Delwar Hossain destroyed the
Barisal top-order.

But plucky all-rounder Abul
Bashar held the innings together
and gave his bowlers a score to
defend. He scored 65, chiefly built

Team M W
Rajshahi 7
Khulna
Dhaka
Barisal
Chitiagong
Sylhet
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7
7
[
7
7

struck an unbeaten 92 in Khulna"‘:‘_

with singles and twos and only a
boundary and a six in his 108-ball
innings. -

[ ILanky left-arm seamer Shufad
finished with the best figures of
thiee for24.

Rajshahi were in cruise control
with all their top three getting
among the 30s but once Farhad
Hossain fell for 39, the rest just
faded in the face of some great spin
bowding from Tariqul Islam, who
took three wickets,

Bashar, who chipped in with a
wicket as well, was declared man-
of-the-match. The win meant
Barisal move to fourth position
with 6 points, jumping over Dhaka

“andChittngong.

Barisal snap Rajshahi run

DHAKA-SYLHET

Former national batsman Mehrab

| Hossain'and Nadif Chowdhury both

struck 51 each as Dhaka reached 225
in49.2 overs, Sylhet seamer Rashidur
Rahman took three while Alok Kapali
tooktwo from4.2 overs ofleg-spin.

Sylhet never stood a chance
once their top-order caved at the
fectof Sharif.

The right-atm scamer took the
wickets of skipper Rajin Saleh,
Golam Rahman, Sharifullah,
Enamul Haque and Rashid to be
adjudged man-of-the-match.

CHITTAGONG-KHULNA |
Left-handed opener Sadat took
SEE PAGE 18 COL 6

PHOTO: STAR

Nazmus Sadat of Khulna sweeps one fine during the National Cricket League
seventh round one-dayer at Chittagong at the Divisional Stadium yesterday.
The opening batsman struck an unbeaten 92 to claim the man-of-the-match

award.
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A¥P, Colombo

Sri Lanka grabbed four wickets in
the final session to halt England's
confident startin the second Test at
the Sinhalese Sports Club here on
Sunday.

Fast bowler Lasith Malinga took
two wickets off successive balls as
England, electing to take first strike
in good batting conditions,
slumped from 168-1 to 258-5 by
closeofthe openingday's play.

Paul Collingwood was the last
recognised batsman at the crease on
49 while wicketkecper Matt Prior
was on 10 when play was called off
threeovers carly duc to bad light.

Skipper Michael Vaughan hit 87
and opening partner Alastair Cook
made 81 to give the tourists an early

boost after they lost the first Test in

England lose

—7

Kandy.

But three unfortunate dismiss-
als -- before and after the appear-
ance of a male streaker in the last
session -- set England back by the
end ofan eventful day's cricket.

Vaughan and Cook put on 133
for the first wicket, England's first
opening century stand since the
Headingley Test against Pakistan in
2006 -- 15Tests ago. :

Vaughan, timing the ball
superbly and looking set for his
18th century, fell against the run of
playto give Sri Lankaa timely break
midway through the afternoon
session,

The batsman flicked Muttiah
Muralidaran hard but the ball
lodged between the knees of short-
leg fielder Jehan Mubarak, who fell
backwards by the impact but
ensured the ball did not hit the
ground.

Vaughan, who had cut the previ-

way

ous delivery for his 12th boundary,
stood in disbelief at the erease fora
briefwhile before walking off.

Mubarak caught Ian Bell neatly
off the same bowler in the second
over after tea, but controversy
erupted when Kevin Pictersen
(one) was given out by Australian
umpiré Daryl Harper.

Pietersen edged ChamindaVaas
to second slip where Chamara Silva
dived to scoop the ball off the turf
and Kumar Sangakkara at first slip
tookthe rebound.

« Harper consulted with his
square-leg colleague Aleem Dar
before ruling the batsman out with-
out seeking the help of television
replays, which showed the ball hitthe
groundbeforeSilvascooped itup.

Pietersen, who saw the replay
onthe giant screen, stopped near the
boundary line to sce if the umpires
would reverse their decision, but

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2

"Ton to help
bowling'

REUTERS, Bangalore

India all-rounder. IrfancPathans
believes the confidenié he gained
by scoring a maiden Test century
against Pakistan on Sunday will
help his bowling while he aims to
regaina permanent Testspot.

Playing in his first Test in more
than a year, Pathan blasted 102
after Yuvraj Singh slammed 169
and Sourav Ganguly hit 239 to help
the hosts post 626 in the first
innings of the third and final Test.

The visitors, trailing 1-0 in the
series, were 86 for one in reply at
stumps on day two.

"The boost in confidence will
also help my bowling,” Pathan told
reporters. {

The left-armer, opening the
attack, bowled four maidens in
nine overs after being drafted into
the squad for the final Test follow-
ing injuries to spearhead Zaheer

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

Germany lift
hockey title

AFP, Kuala Lumpur-

Germany edged Australia 1-0 to
win a nail-biting final of the
Champions Trophy Sunday with
German skipper Timo Wess' early
strike ensuring another feather in
the cap for theWorld Champions.

It was a grand day for 25-year-
old Wess, who also scored in the
final last year, but that time
Germanylost 2-1.

This time his superb flick in the
fifth minute was enough to ensure
Germany a record ninth title, while
Wess received the Best Player of the
Final award.

After the final, Wess said: "Last
year I was on the losing side and it
did not matter that I scored. But
this timeitwas trueand wewon."

SEE PAGE 1B COL 5

Eves' cricket
league from
Dec 27

SPORTS REPORTER

The divisional women's cricket
league will kick off at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Cricket Stadium in
MirpuronDecember 27.

This was decided at a combined
meetingof the BCB recently.

Four divisional teams will be
participating in the tournament.
Teams will report at their desig-
nated hotels on 25 December 2007.

The BCB Women's Wing has

decided to pay match fees for”| "
playerswho will be participatingin |

thetournament.

There will be prize money for
the highest run scorer, top wicket
taker, player of the matches and
playerofthe tournament.

In the selection process of divi-
sional teams BCB coaches have
been assigned to assist the partici-
pating divisions.

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh captain Mohammad
Ashraful said that his team will
aboard the New Zealand-bound
flight with a promise to do better
than what a different sct of Tiggrs
didsixyearsago DownUnder. '}’
Bangladesh will embark on their
second trip to the land of Black
Caps onWednesday after their first
mission way back in 2001. This trip
is going to be a first for not only
most of the players but also for
Jamie Siddons, the Australian
coach who took over the demand-
ingjoblastmonth. !
New Zealand has always been a
visitors' nightmare and for a thriv-
ing team like Bangladesh, who were”

whitewashed in the 2-match Test
series in 2001, the coming three
one-day internationals followed by
two Tests would be areal test,

But on completion of a week's
training where Siddons tried to give
his charges a feel of the hostility that
is destined to come from the Kiwis,
Ashraful looked upbeat about the
one-daypartoftheseries.

"We will try our best to give our
hundred per cent,” said Ashraful ata
press briefing at the Sher-e-Bangla

' National Stadium yesterday.

"We have improved as ateam in’
one-day cricket and we won few
good matches this year, so you
can't completely rule out one or
two wins in the one-day series. But
everybody know how difficult it is
to face New Zealand in their own
den," said Ashraful, who is going to
lead the team in another demand-

PHOTO, STAR

Bangladesh captain Mohammad Ashraful (R) replies to a question while coach Jamie Siddons (L) apparently tries to
understand the language which is something new for the Australian during a press briefing at the Mairpur National
Stadium yesterday. Also seen in the picture is BCB's media committee chalrman Ahmed Sajjadul Alam. '

Ash expects good days

ing condition after his debut as
captainin Sri Lanka.

Siddons however expressed
guarded optimism: "I wouldn't be
expecting massive improvement
overnight”.

He was obviously referring to
the poor performance of the Tigers
in the longer-version with their last
three Tests in Sri Lanka seeing
defeatsinside three or four days.

"We have only four players who
survived from our last tour to the
country in 2001-and that means it
would be the first visit for our
remaining eleven players. The first
and foremost challenge would be
to adjust with the conditions
because you knowhow difficultitis
to survive against the sideways
movement of the ball in chilly
weather," he explained. '
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