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World Human
Rights Day today

UNB, Dhaka

The World Human Rights Day will be
observedinthe countrytoday.

On this day in 1948, the Universal
Human Rights Charter was signed in
Parisand its principles and philosophy
were later ingluded in various interna-
tional humanrights charters forimple-
mentationinmanycountries.

On the eve of the 59thWorld Human
Rights Day, Chief Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed in a message said the caretaker
government i determined to make
democmey morefuncionaland relevant
for the peopleofBangladesh by ensuring
good governance, strengthening legal
norms and institutions that would
protectfundamentalhuman rights.

The decision to establish the
national human rights commission is a
manifestation ofthe government's total
commimmentinthis regard, he said.

United Nations Association of
Bangladesh (UNAB) will hald a dis-
cussion with Chief Justice M Ruhul
Amin as the chief guest. UNAB presi-
dent Prof Muzaffer Ahmad will
preside overthe programme.

Court accepts
charge sheet
against Nikita

CouRT CORRESPONDENT

A court in Dhaka yesterday accepted
the charge sheet of a case filed against
Zannatul Ferdous alias Nikita, known
as 'yaba dealer’, for possessing 34
yaba tablets at her Shantinagar resi-
denceinthecity.

After scrutinising the case dockets
and other relevant documents,
Metropolitan Magistrate Mohammad
Hemayetuddin passed the order in
this respect discharging Nikita's
parents and her brother from the
charges as per the plea submitted by
the investigation officer (10) of the
case,

The court then sent the case to the
Chief Metropolitan Magjstrate (CMM)
for its transfer to the Metropolitan
Sessions Judge's Court for trial.

Earlier on Wednesday, Sub-
Inspectar (SI) Selim Badsha of Rapid
Action Baualion (Rab-3), who is also
thelOofthe case, submitted thecharge
sheet against Nikita to the CMM's
Court, showing 26 people as pmsecu-
tionwitnesses.

Obituary

KM Jahangir Aminul Huq, a noted
businessman and social worker and
elder brother of the daily
Manabzamin Editor Mahbuba
Chowdhury, passed away at St Joseph
Hospital in London on Friday at the
ageof59, saysapress release.

In his Rudent life, he was the
general secretary of the Students'
Union of Notre Dame College.

Huq worked for Pakistan
Television and later for Bangladesh
Television (BTV) as a newscaster. He
also contributed to a number of
leading newspapersin thecountry.

He was a board member of
Westminster Primary Care Trust and
the chairman of an independent
police advisory committee in
London.

He left behind his wife, two daugh-
ters and o host of relatives and admir-
erstomourn hisdeath.

Sheikh Azharul Islam

Sheikh Azhar ul
I[slam, former
administrative
officer of Urban
Development
Department
and a social
worker, passed
away due to
cancer at New York in the United
States on December 1 at the age of
67, says apressrelease.

He left behind his wife, two
sons, and three daughters to
mourn hisdeath.

Hewill be buried at Mukambazar
graveyard, Bhadeswar in Sylhet
immediately after arrival of his body
from the USA.

Md Nazrul Islam
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| Islam, a resi-
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dent of Jafrabad
{ at Dhanmondi
| in the cirty,
| passed away
| due to a cardiac
| arrest at a city
== hospital on
Decemherd saysa pressrelease,
He left behind his wife, one daugh-
terandonesontomourn his death.

Haji Moshiuddin

Haji Moshiuddin, uncle of
Mohammedan Sporting Club Vice-
President. Shariful Islam, passed
away due to old age complications
inthe city yesterday at the age of 78,
saysapressrelease.

RiziaKhatun

Rizia Khatun, mother of former
foothaller Abdus Salarn Murshedi,
passed away due rto cancer at
Salam’s Gulshan residence in the
city yesterdayat the age of90,says a
pressrelease,

Sheleft behind her four sons and
twodaughterstomourn her death.

Continue move to
check corruption

Governance experts tell seminar

STAFEF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent governance experts and
academics at a seminar yesterday
lauded the government initiatives
for institutional reforms and trial of
the corrupt; but said these will not
bear fruits as long as the scope for
powerabuse remains in the absence
oflegal and ethical standards.

They suggested identification of
legal and insttutional weaknesses
with necessary amendments so that
political will that has been created in
the country to combat corruption
mustbe sustained.

The seminar titled '"UN
Convention Against Corruption:
Implications for Bangladesh- What
Next? was organised jointly by
Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) and Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC) in
collaboration with the United
Nations Development Programime
(UNDP) at Bangladesh-China
Friendship Conference Centre in the
city.

The seminar was organised on
the occasion of the International
Anti-Corruption Day 2007.

Speaking at the seminar, ACC
Chairman Lt Gen (Retd) Hasan
Mashhud Chowdhury urged the
authorities concerned to be prepared
in line with the UN Convention
Against Corruption (UNCAC) to reap
its benefits in the recovery of assets
andcheckingcorruption.

"UNCAC itself does not make us
carrupt-free. We should be prepared
to change the domestic laws in line
with the UN convention," said the
ACC chairman, adding that there
are gaps between domestic legal
instruments and the UNCAC.

The political will o combat
corruption must be sustained
and no agency should be able to
divert the attention of the g govern-
ment to check corruption, he
abserved,

Replying to a question, Mashhud
said there & no scope for debate
between ACC and proposed Truth
Commission because the latter must
havealegalbasisand peoplessupport.

Chairing the seminar, TIB
Trustee Board Chairman Prof
Muzaffer Ahmad said there is weak-
ness in detecting financial crimes in
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absence of any ant-monopoly act,

the big businesses monopolise, and
it helps corrupt the government
funcrionaries, he said.

The banking system is also
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TIB Trustee Board Chairman Prof Muzaffer Ahmad speaks at a seminar at
Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference Centre in the city yesterday. On
his right are ACC Chairman Lt Gen (Retd) Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury and

UNDP Counlry Director Manoj Basnyat.

designed in such a way that there is
no legal authority over it allowing
deposition of illegal money, he said,
adding that acceding to UNCAC by
Bangladesh has ereated opportuni-
ties for getting help from other
countries in recovering the assets
smuggledoutillegally.

Prof Muzaffer said two very
important sectors, education and
health, remain out of the reforms as
of now and hoped that the ACC will
lookinto the matters.

"If corruption remains, human
rights will never be established.
Contribution of corruption in creat-
ing inequality is so much that it
must be checked," the eminent
educationistsaid.

Lauding the policy of institu-
tional reforms, TIB Executive
Director Iftekharuzzaman in his
keynote presentation said, "These
reforms can neither bear fruits nor
can be sustained without establish-
ing convincingly that appoint-
ments, promotions, postings and
transfers in public service are based
on performance and merit and not
on politicalinfluence and bribery.”

As long as the scope remains for
abuse of power with impunity, and
as long as effective legal and ethical
standards are not in place with
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tained, he added.

In the embedded structure of
corruption, a key actor in addition to
politicians and public officials is the

private sector, whichis the supply side
of the win-win game in corruption,
Iftekharuzzamannoted.

"The sooner it is possible to
mainstream anti-corruption values
in the private sector the better is the
prospect of implementation of
UNCAC," he said.

Iftekharuzzaman .lpprLlwndud
that implications of emergency in
terms of human rights, public
harassment and sense of insecurity
and ashaky confidence in business-
men with its implications on the
market price- all together may
speed up the prdcess of eroding
publicsupport.

"Tosustain public support, people
mustbe convinced thatin the end the
anti-corruption drive is going to add
value for them and reduce hardships
forthem," headded.

UNDP Country Director Manaoj
Basnyat said steps against corrup-
tion taken by the government will
lead to mare investment, public
service delivery, accountability and
poverty reduction.

Establishment Sceretary Abdus
Salam and ACC Director General
AbuTalibMiahalso spoke.

At the seminar, winners of TIB-
nr;,llm'aul cartoon competition
and U‘HJ[‘ -organised  photogra-
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Conscious Citizens' Committees
through rallies, debate competi-
tions and other programimes across
the country.
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A Dhaka University teacher delivers lecture during a class wearing black badge yesterday as part of the feachers’
two-day demonstration demanding immediate release of their detained colleagues and students. (Story on Page 1)

‘Formulate coal policy that
retlects national interest’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yesterday
urged the government to formulate a
national coal policy that would
reflecttheinterestofthenatdon.
‘Tomake sure that there is nothing
against the people in the coal policy,

the government should publicise the
draft coal policy before approving it,
they demanded.

The roundtable tided '"Phulbari
coal mine and conspiracy’ organised
by Workers' Party was held at
Shaheed Asad auditoriumin thecity.

Speaking at the programme,

UNB, Dhaka
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Rise in temperature llkely

tomorrow.

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over
the country having chances of light rain or thundershowers over
Rajshahi division and the regions of Tangail and Mymensingh in the
next 12 hours until 6:00pm today,
Slight rise in night temperature is expected over the country
during the period, Met Office said.
Highest temperature 28.2 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
dayatCox's Bazar and lowest 10.3 degrees Celsius at Srimongal.
The sun sets in the capital at 5:12pm today and rises at 6:31am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin

in celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 26.0 16.8 a8 63
Chittagong 26,4 16.5 73 35
Rajshahi 258 13.3 73 76
Khulna 5.6 15.5 74 74
Barisal 26.5 14.8 a8z 90
Sylhet 27.0 Lkt 7l 72
Cox's Bazar 282 17.6 63 60

Politburo Member of Workers' Party
Haider Akbar Khan Rono said that
some quarters with connivance with
some foreign companies are plotting
to exploit country's mineral
resources by depriving the common
people who are the real owners of
suchresources.

Before taking any decision
regarding the mineral resources, the
government should realise that
people of the country would stop any
move thatgoes against their interest.

"Government shauld respect its
agreement with the people of
Phulbari where it promised not to
allow open-pit coal mining in any
partofthe country,” he said.

Citing the example of India he
also urged the government not to
lease outany coal mine to any foreign
companies.

Regarding why state-owned
compinies are not given the task of
exploring and extracting mineral
resources, former chairman of
Petrobangla Hossain Mansur said
some quarters in Bangladesh delib-
erately kept the state-owned enter-
prises weakened to promote their
vestedinterests,

President of Workers' Party
Rashed Khan Menon moderated the
programme while its General
Secretary Bimal Biswas, -General
Secretary of Communist Party of
Bangladesh Mujahidul Islam Selim,
President of Jatiya Samajtantnk Dal
Hasanul Huq Inu and Prof Shamsul
Alam of Chittagong University of
Engineering and ‘Technology alsa

spoke,
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Nat'l commitment
to help overcome
post-Sidr state

Says chief adviser
UNB, Dhaka

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
yesterday expressed the hope that the
broad-based national commitment as
reflected  through united efforts in
providing assistance to the cyclone
victims willhelpovercome thessituation.

He said a possible outbreak of
waterborne diseases did not occur in
the eyclone affected south and south-
western region following the supply of
safedrinking water.

Fakhruddin made the remarks
while receiving donations fof the
Chief Adviser's Reliel and Welfare
Fund from a number of organisatons
and institutions atthe CA's office.

He informed that so far Tk 120
crore of the fund has been sent to the
affected areas, particularly as grants
for rebuilding houses and other
priorities.

The chief adviser said micro-
financing institutions, NGOs and
banks are providing loans to the
cyclone-hit people of various profes-
sions to help them restart their life and
resumeeconomicactivities,

He said NGOs are not recovering
the loan instalments from the
cyclone-affected people and
announced to provide newloans.

As some kids came with donation
with others, the chief adviser expressed
happinesswitnessing theircompassion
for the cyclone victims and hoped that
from this sense of feelings the kids
would beable tolead the countryin the
future.

Those who handed aver cheques
included ex-secretary SM Al-
Hossainy, MCCI President Latifur
Rahman, Chairperson of National
Bank Ltd Parvin Huq Sikdar, President
of the managing committee of
Comilla Modern High School AKM
Sohel, President of Bangladesh Govt
Secondary School Teachers
Association Rehena Khatun, Principal
of Ideal School and College Shahan
Ara Begum and two students of the
school, Principal of International
Turkish Hope School Bayram Saatci
and some of its students, Principal of
Little Scholars Tutorial and High
School Monwara Bhuiyan and its two
students, and Vice-president of
Pabna-Sirajganj District Welfare
Association Md AbdulWahab.
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Inaugural ceremony

The inaugural ceremony of the 1st Saarc
Youth Camp 2007 will be held. Venue:
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Govt to expedite etforts for
empowering women: CA

UNB, Dhaka

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
yesterday said the government
wants to accelerate its ongoing
effortsto pave the way forempower-
ing women in all spheres of society
to establish theirrights.

But the country still has a long
way to go to reach the goal, he
observed while addressing a func-
tion at the Osmani Memorial audi-
torium, organised by the Ministry
of Women and Children Affairs
marking the Begum Rokeva Day.

Chaired by Women and
Children Affairs Adviser Geeteara
Safiya Choudhury, the function
was also addressed by Women and
Children Affairs Secretary Rokeya
Sultana.

Advisers, academics and repre-
sentatives from various women
organisations and NGOs were also
present.

The chief adviser handed over
Begum Rokeya Padak 2007 to Prof
Latifa Akand and Prof Dr Hosne Ara
Begum for their outstanding con-
tributions to women education
and development at the function.

The award carries a gold medal
and acertificate.

Fakhruddin urged the women-
folk to be inspired by Begum
Rokeya's ideals and spread her
thoughts to even the remotest
areas ofthe country to pave the way
forwomenempowerment.

Begum Rokeya as a social
reformer specifically stated that
interests of men and women are no
different as women and men are
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Prof Latifa Akand and Prof Dr Hosne Ara Bagum, winnars of Begum Rokeya
Padak 2007, pose for photograph with Chjef Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed at
Osmani Memorial auditorium in the city yesterday, Women and Children Affairs
Adviser Geeteara Safiya Choudhury, extreme left, is also seen.

like two eyes of the society, he
added.

Fle said the call of Begurm Rokeya
for the women to become self-
reliant did not go in vain. “Imbued
with her spirit, ideal and appeal, the
wamen of this country are marching
ahead... Today, gender-friendly
budget has become essendal pre-
condition also in development
planningofBangladesh.”

Recalling Begum Rokeya's
struggle against repression on
women in her time, he said unfor-
tunately such situation still pre-
vails in some places. Putting an
end to this is now very urgent, he
added.

Later, the chief adviser and his
wife Neena Ahmed witnessed a

s
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Metmpalltan Chamber ofCommerce and Induslry President Latifur Rahman
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ECD conference

Bangladesh ECD Network organises a two-
day Second National ECD Cenference
beginning from today. Venue: Bangladesh
ShishuAcademy. Time: 9:30am.

Convocation

The6ith convocation of Insttute
of Medical and Dental Technology (BIMDT)
will be held, Venue: Biam auditorium, Time:
F00am.

Symposium

Urited Nations Asscaation of Bangtadmh
(UNAB) crganises a symposium to mark the
World Human Rights Day. Venue: Hotsl
Purbani Intemational. Time: 5:00pm.

Seminar
Bangladesh National Commssion for Unesco

ise5 @ seminar on the oocasion of Word
Time: 10:30am.

Media award

Unicef Bangladesh crganises the (hird
annual Meena Media Awards céramony.
Venue: Dhaka Sheralon Hotel. Time:
10:30am.

BMSP Seminar

Bangladesh Manobadhikar Samanny
Parishad (BMSP) will organise a seminar to
mark the World Human Rights Day. Venue:
National Press Club. Time: 3:30am.

Seminar

Bangladesh Labour Research Institute
(BLRI) erganises a seminar on Take the
lead-stop AIDS keep the promisa’, Venue:
Natonal Scouts Bhaban. Time: 3:00pm.

BILIA Discussion

Bangladesh Institule of Law and
Intemational Affairs (BILIA) arganises a
discussion to mark the 75th founding
anniversary of BBG. Venue: BILIA
auditorium. Time: 10:30am.

ICDDR,B seminar

ICODR 8 in collabaration with Reproductive
Health Programme of MOHFW and
Obsletrical and Gynaecological Society of
Bangladesh will organise a seminar an
"Pestpartum haemonhage prevention and
usa of misprostol in rural Bangladesh',
Venue: Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Cantre, Time: 8:30am.

Debate

The daily Amar Desh organises a debate to
mark the World Human Rights Day. Venue:
Mational Press Club. Time: 3:00pm.

Discussion

Human Rights Walch Bangladeshwilhold a
discussion lo mark the Worid Human Rights
Day. Venue: Canference room, Bangladesh
HockeyFederalion, Time: 5:.00pm.

Human chain

Partrership of Women in Action wil form a
human chain to mark the World Human
Rights Day, Venua: In front of National
Muszeum, Time: 2:00pm.

Roundtable

Populatien Senvices and Training Centre
(PSTC) organises a roundiable on Health
and human nghts: Legal aspects’. Venue:
Hational Press Club, Time: 10:30am.

musical drama, based on the life of
Begum Rokeya, performed by
children.

‘Launch social
movement to
end violence
against women’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hepum Rokeya Day was observed
yesterday in the country with a call for
launching a social movement to bring
anendtoviolenceagainstwomen.

Women and Gender Studies
Depariment of Dhaka University (DU
organised ‘Rokeya Memorial Lectures'
wherewomenleader Dr Maleka Begum
said predominance of patriarchal
culture in the society still remains as an
obstacletowomenadvancement.

Prof DrAnisuzzaman presided aver
the function, also addressed by Prof
Ferdous Azim, member of Nari Pakkha
and Ayesha Banu, chair of Women and
Gender Studies Department, and
Hameeda Hossain, member of Ain O
SalishKendra.

Bangladesh Mahila Parishad
orpanised a discussion on the oceasion
where Dr Golam Murshid, academic
and researcher, was presentas thechief
Euest,

Steps Towards development
(Steps), Dhaka Development”Forum,
and Gender and Development
Alhance jointly celebrated Rokeya Day
in 18 districts through organising
different programmes.
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Buet Vice-chancallor Prof Dr AMM Safiullah hands overa cheque for Tk 7,55,100
to ChiefAdviser Fakhruddin Ahmed for the Sidr victims at his office racenﬂy

AA Mnnlruzzaman acling chairman of the board of governor of the
University of Asia Pacific, hands overa cheque for Tk 3 lakh to Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed atthe latter's office in the city on December 6 while Vice-
chancellor Prof Abdul Matin Patwarilooks on.

Osman Murad, Chief Executive Officer of Standard Chartered Bank, hands
over a cheque for one lakh dollar to Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed for the

cyclone-affected paople at the latter's office in the city yesterday.

Sri Lankan High Commlssmnarv Krishnamoorthy hands over relief goods
for the cyclone victims to Food and Disaster Management Secretary Dr
Mohammad Aiyub Mia on December 4.

H‘!tatﬁhlﬂuiill Nari Sangbadik.
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Samajtantrik Dal dlso orgarised dis-
cussionsontheoccasion.

Sirajuddin Hossain's
anniversary of
death today

"] Today is the
, |36th death
| anniversary of
| eminent jour-
*| nalist Shaheed
JSirajuddin
=l Hossain, a
~ | martyr of the
War of
Liberation, saysapress release.

Pakistani occupation forces and
their collaborators, Razakars and
Al-Badr, ook him away from his
residence at Chamelibagh in the
city on this day in 1971 since then
he had been missing,

Sirajuddin Hossain, former
executive editor of the Daily
Ittefaq, helped mobilise people's
support during the War of
Liberation through his writings.

A pioneer of investigating
reporting, Sirajuddin was also the
news editor of the daily [ttefaq.

On the occasion, a milad mahfil
and discussion will be held at his
residence at 3/11 Asad Avenue at
Mohammadpur in the city after
Maghrib prayers. Qurankhwani
and milad mahfil will also be held
at Shaheed Sirajuddin Hossain
College in Khajura and athis village
home atSharusunain Magura.

ABM Fazle Rashid

] Todayisthe first
| death anniver-
| sary of
| Advocate ABM
Fazle Rashid
~|Chowdhury
| Hiru, a politi-
cian, business-
. man, social
worker and Iawyer. says a press
release.

Fazle Rashid was the eldest son
of late AKM Fazlul Kabir
Chowdhury, former leader of the
opposition in East Pakistan
Assembly.

On the occasion, Qurankhwani,
doaand milad mahfilwill be held at
his residences in Dhaka,
Chittagong, Cox's Bazar and village
homeat Gohirain Raozan,

All are requested to pray for
salvation of the departed soul.

Abdur Rouf Bhuiyan

1 Today is the
17th death
anniversary of
Abdur Rouf
Bhuiyan, for-
mer mutawalli
of Beraid
Bhuiyan Para
Jame Ma.snd in
the city, says a press release.

On the occasion, a doa will be
held for peace of the departed soul.




