8-1 in the final agmnst
ﬂ the WAPDA Ground

shfiq scored two
Khan added the

nners,

en replied for the

d ' bagged a personal
molad# winning top g'oalscomr
after scoring5 goals.

~ The match kicked-off at a fre-

ge with Batch 05 grabbing
the isicle the first minute.

mulqrmok full advantage of a
defensive lapse down MBA's left to
sneak inside and hammer a shot
past the goalkeeper from a tight
angle.

MBA regrouped, but were
always olklhe back foot against
their fitter and more agile oppo-

"However they pulled the game
back against the run of play cour-
tesy a stunning goal from Nafiz
Momen,

The midfielder got the ball 30
yards from goal and with no pre-
sentable ‘passing opportunity
proceeded to hammer a shot inm
the backofthe net.

The game looked to be petering
out at the end of the first half but
Batch 05 regained the lead at a
crucial moment Mushfiq again
showing superb composure to
round the 'keeper and score a fine
effort.

Early in the second half, Batch
05 put the game out of reach scor-
ingathird goal.

Striker Ravi got ahead of the
goalkeeper to prod the ball home
from close range after a cross from
theright,

Thatwas the cue for anumber of
changes but despite repeating
probing from MBA, Batch 05 stood
firm to claim their first champi-
onship.

WI take winning
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Samuels ¢cChibhabhab Utseya 62
Bravo notout 41
Deonarinec Price b Utseya 8
Ramdin notout 5
Extras: (Ib-5, w-7,nb-2) 14
Total: (For Swktsin47 overs). 234
Did not bat: Lewis, Powell,
‘Rampaul, Taylor,
. Fall of wickets: 1.0, 2-62, 3-167, 4-
176,5-197.
Bowler O M R W
Chigumbura 6 0 38, "1
. Brent ' " 10 0 46 0
Frice . - 9 0 44 1
Chibhabha 2 0 16 0
Utseya 10 1 40 3
Dabepgwa 10 0 4 0
Result: West Indies won by 5 wick-
etsand lead 5-match series 3-1.
Man-of-the-match: Jerome Taylor.
Toss:West Indies
All eyes on
FROM PAGE 17
Test duetoinjury.
TEAMS

INDIA (from): Anil Kumble (cap-
tain), Wasim Jaffer, Dinesh Karthik,
Rahul Dravid, Sachin Tendulkar,
Sourav Ganguly, Venkatsai
Lixman, Mahendra Singh Dhoni,
Harbhajan Singh, Irfan Pathan,
Ishant Sharma, Vikram Rajvir
Singh, Yuvraj Singh, Murali Kartik.
PAKISTAN (from): Younis Khan
(captain), Salman Butt, Yasir
Hameed, Mohammad Yousuf,
Misbahul Haq, Faisal Iqbal,
Kamran' Akmal, Sohail Tanvir,
Mohammad Sami, Shoaib Akhtar,
Danish Kaneria, Yasir Arafat, Rao
Iftikhar, Abdur Rehman,

Khulna's big
FROM PAGE 17
anunbeaten69 in 107 balls.

BRIEF SCORES
CHITTAGONG: First Innings 359
and 134-7 in 54 ovets (Salahuddin
12, Nafis 9, Mahbubul 26,
Nazimtddin 48*, Dhiman 5,
Ehsanul 15; Faisal 0, Kamrul 11,
Saju 2% Ziaur 2-39, Robiul 2-45,
Murad 2-25, Nahidul 1-5).
KHULNA: First Innings 282 all out
in 110,1 overs (Sadat 91, Imrul 15,
Mostafiz 10, Bashar 35, Nahidul 37,
Sanjay 0, Salim 7, Ziaur 18, Farid 38,
Murad 10*, Robinl 0; Kamrul 1-100,
Youhus 3-37, Yasin 4-62),

BARISAL: First Innings 182 and
second innings 169 all out in 70.4
overs (Hannan 23, Nafees 65, Imran
6, Rokibul 2, Tariqul 9, Raisul 27,
Kamrul 0, Arafat 5, Shaheen 5, Sajid
8, Talha 4; Shahjada 1-48, Shahjada
3-45, Sajib4-29, Mahbub 2-5).
RAJSHAHI: First Innings 204 and
second Innings 99-1 in 33 overs
(Jahurul 65* Rafiqul 6, Farhad 19%;
Sajid 1-21)

SYLHET: First Innings 312 and
second innings 142-2 in 44 overs
(Rahman 23, Imtiaz 69%, Sadiqur 1,
Rajin 43*% Rafique 1-40, Riyad 1-
18).

DHAKA: First innings 273 all out in
109.1 overs (Uttam 0, Anwar 31,
Riyad 8, Mehrab 36, Shahriar 2,
Shamsur 36, Nadif 29, Mosharraf
65*, Sharif 24, Rafique 19,
Mahbubul 0; Rashid 1-34, Golam 1-
_2,Nabil4-60, Enamul 3-88),

PHOTO: GOURTESY
Players of the Batch 05team mlebuhﬂidﬂlclory inthe Intra NSU Championships at the WAPDA Ground yesterday.

India hope for
series victory

E¥N ¥ Cricket

P11, Bangalore

Despite Sachin Tendulkar being a
doubtful starter and a depleted
pace attack, India will try hard to
pull off a series win against
Pakistan, which just managed to
come out of a leadership crisis
ahead of the crucial third and final
cricket Test beginning here on
Saturday.

That Tendulkar has hurt his
knee and vice-captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni is reported to have
suffered an injury on the webbing
of his left hand during the Kolkata
Test could make things difficult for
the hosts who are already missing
services of their best pacers Zaheer
Khan, RP Singh and § Sreesanth.

Both the sides are struggling to
field their best players on the field
with Pakistan skipper Shoaib
Malik, who sprained his ankle

while playing football in Delhi after
the first Test, ruled for the final
match.

A draw would be suffice for the
hosts to seal the series but Pakistan,
to be led by Younis Khan, are in a
do-or-die situation as they must
win this match to draw the series.

Adding to the pressure is their
internal crisis, which roared its
head late last night when Younis
refused to don the skipper's role
protesting over Board's non-
supportive stance on the selection
maitters.

Mohammad Yousuf was also
reluctant to lead the side and it was
only after PCB Chairman Nasim
Ashrafl's persuasion that Younis
agreed to the captain the side.

The match will be played on a
virgin track, which has been laid
using blacksoil.

“It is a 'typical' Test wicket
where there will be a lot of move-
ment early on,"” said chiel curator
Narayan Raju.

Kirsten arrives

in Bangalore
CRIGINFO, undated

Gary Kirsten, the former South
Alfrican batsman who was recently
roped in as India's coach, landed in
Bangalore on Friday and is
expected to have his first meeting
with the players.

Kirsten, who will join as a per-
manent coach in March, reached
Bangalore on Friday evening.
Brijesh Patel, secretary of the
Karnataka State Cricket
Association, said Kirsten was
expected to meet the Indian play-
ers on the eve of the third Test that
begins on Saturday.

“Kirsten will join as India's new
coach on March 1, but he will be
briefly involved with the Test teamas a
consultant during the tour to
Australia," said Niranjan Shah, the
Indian board secretary. "Kirsten will
probably join the team after the sec-
ondTest against Australia."

India are currently leading 1-0 in
the three-match series against
Pakistan, They will then embark on
the tour of Australia, which comprises
fourTest matches and a limited-overs
tri-series also involving SriLanka.

It'll be either Australia or
Korea against Germany

‘ﬂHockel

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

World number one Australia and
Asia's top-ranked Korea face a fight
over the remaining berth in the
finals of the Champions Trophy

hockey against Germany this.

weekend.

Whoever take the spot will have
to accept underdog status since
world champions Germany
cruised into the finals after defeat-
ingall theiropponents here.

With one match to play, they
have scored 21 goals in six matches
and have also been solid in
defence, lettingin only 10so far.

Australian coach Barry Dancer
said his team may not only miss the
final but not even contend for the
third-fourth playofl if they Tail to
beat Germanyin theirlast tie.

"We have plenty of motivation

to beat Germany in our final round
robin match even if other results
mean we can't make Sunday's
final. A win is very important
because a defeat may mean we
even miss the third- founh playoff
tie," Dancer said.

Australia enter Smurday s deci-
sive round of games one peoint
behind second-place Korea on 11
points. A win for Korea would
secure that second spotand a place
in the final against Germany, who
have 16 points from a possible 18
and an unassailable lead.

Korea on Saturday face Britain,
who have not performed well and
are still smarting from a 5-0 whip-
ping by Spain onWednesday.

Australia must now hope that
Britain either draw or defeat the
Koreans, and that they then beat
Germany to book a place in
Sunday's final.

With just three points separat-
ing second from fifth, Australia

could fall to as low as fifth if they
lose to Germany, and the
Netherlands and Spain each win
their final game.

“Our target will be to beat

- Germany, Hopefully, the result

before will give us an opportunity
to getinto thefinal,” Dancersaid.

Australia's World Cup defeat in
2006 to Germany still brings back
painful memories for the team. In
that final match, Australialed 3-1 at
one stage but lost 4-3 after sudden
death extratime,

Germany also had a 2-1 series
win over Australia early in the year.

But German coach Markus
Weise said his side may not be at
their best when they meet Australia
inthe all-important tie.

“Mentally we may be switched
off and against Australia it is diffi-
cult to say how we will play... If they
try very hard, it is going to be very
difficult forus."

Tendulkar, Dhoni

FROM PAGE 17

moment as he needs seven days'
rest to be completely fit. We now
need to wait till tomorrow morn-
ing," said Kumble.

The latest health problems
come just a few days after fast
bowlers Zaheer Khan and Munaf
Patel were ruled out of the match
due to injuries, forcing the hosts to
nameanew-look paceattack.

Irfan’ Pathan, Ishant Sharma
and Vikram Rajvir Singh were
included in the squad after being
ignored for the first two Tests.

"Our pace attack is inexperi-
enced, butitisalso agreatopportu-
nity for youngsters to seal their
places,” said the Indian captain,
leading the side for the first time on
hishome ground.

"It will be emotional going for

the toss as [ have spent my last 20
years in this ground. The onus is
now on us to ensure we win the
series. Pakistan will come back
strongly and we have to make sure
we play to our potential.”

Skipper Younis Khan said
Pakistan needed to seek inspira-
tion from their series-levelling win
here two years ago.

"That win is a motivation, and
positive thinking is the key to level
the series, We have no option butto
win and we have to play hard
cricket,” he said, a day after media
reported he was unwilling to lead
in this match.

"There is always pressure in
India-Pakistan matches, but the
keyishowtohandleit.”

Pakistan trailed 1-0 in 2005
before squaring the three-Test

SCare

series with a ‘victory at the
Chinnaswamy Stadium here under
Inzamamul Haq's captaincy.

Younis, leading the side in the
absence of unfit Shoaib Malik,
conceded he had never really
enjoyed captaincy.

"I always run away from cap-
taincy because 1 want to enjoy*my
cricket. It affects my batting, but it
comes to me every time. The more |
run away from it, the more it chases
me," hesaid.

"I accepted vice-captaincy for
this tour only on request and I want
todo my best."

Younis was named captain for
the 2006 Champions Trophy in
India, but turned it down. He was
reinstated just a few days before the
tournament.

MSC bag
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made a couple of saves in the last
five minutes, denying Abul and
Emily from close range to take the
match to the shootout.

The national goalkeeper, who
missed an entire season through
injury, first stopped Abahani's
regular penalty-taker Nazrul's shot
from the spot. Aminul was beaten
by Emily's drive to the top left
corner but put the match all but
beyond Abahani by tipping Abul's
shotoutofhisleft post.

charity series

Mintu also scored for Abahani
but it was not enough as all four
Mohammedan penalty takers --
Ariful, Hassan Al Mamun, Farhad
and Ripon -- kept their cool to beat
Biplab and snatch victory.

Organising committee co-
chairmen Kazi Nabil Ahmed, also
an Abahani director, and Lokman
Hossain, Mohammedan's general
secretary, handed over the champi-
ons and runners-up trophy respec-
tively.

BEF president SA Sultan, acting

general secretary Manzoor
Hossain Malu and Teletalk general
manager marketing Habibur
Rahman were also present.

TEAMS

MOHAMMEDAN: Aminul, Ariful,
Hassan Al Mamun, Biplab, Kamal,
Ripon, Sharif (Manjamin), Arman
Aziz, Mithu (Mishu), Farhad and Figo
(Rony).

ABAHANI: Biplab, Waly, Nazrul,
Dominic, Mintu, Abul, Pranotosh, Joy,
Munna, Emilyand Robin (Zahed).
Referee: Azad Rahman.

Tharanga to
open for
Lanka

REUTERS, Colombo

Sri Lanka have not called up an
extra batsman following the retire-
ment of Sanath Jayasuriya for the
second Test against England start-
ingon Sunday,

"We have not added any addi-
tional players and Upul (Tharanga)
will now open the batting with
Michael Vandort," captain Mahela
Jayawardene told Reuters on
Friday,

There had been speculation
that Jehan Mubarak's place in the
middle-order was under threat
after he contributed only nine runs
to Sri Lanka's victory in the first
Test.

"The middle order is a bit of
concern but we have to be fair to
the youngsters we have identified
and give them a decent run,”
Jayawardene added.

Sri Lanka are unlikely to make
changesto their bowling attack.

"The bowling combination will
depend on the pitch but knowing
the SSC it will probably be three
seamers and Murali," Jayawardene
said.

Sri Lanka lead the three-match
series 1-0 after beating England by
88 runsin Kandy.

"We have got to take forward the
confidence we got with the win in
Kandy," said Jayawardene.

"It was a confidence booster for
us for the rest of the series and we
should not lower our guard and
allow England to come back."
SQUAD
Mahela Jayawardene (captain),
Kumar Sangakkara, Michael
Vandort, Upul Tharanga, Chamara
Silva, Jehan Mubarak, Prasanna
Jayawardene, Chaminda Vaas,
Lasith Malinga, Dilhara Fernando,
Malinga Bandara, Sujeewa de Silva,
Muttiah Muralidaran.

Vengsarkar to
meet Pawar
next week

PTI, Mumbai

India's chief cricket selector Dilip
Vengsarkar would be able to watch
the third and deciding Test match
between India and Pakistan at
Bangalore on all five days following
the rescheduling of his meeting
with board president Sharad Pawar
to next week.

"Vengsarkar is expected to meet
Pawar next week, and it's likely to
be on the l4th (December),”
sources close to Vengsarkar said
today, a development which has
paved the way for the former India
skipper to watch the entire pro-
ceedings of the Test at Bangalore
starting Saturday.

Vengsarkar attended the last
selection commiltee meeting on
Wednesday in Bangalore which
picked the team for the final Test
and the 24 probables for the tour of
Australia after making up his mind
to do so very late on the eve ofthe
sitting.

He had come back from Kolkata
in the middle of the second Test
after his demands for the scrapping
of the seven-point guidelines
issued to the selectors that
included a ban on them from writ-
ing columns and talking to the
media, were not accepted by the
Board.

Vengsarkar, who had ta stop his
regular newspaper columns fol-
lowing the Board's diktat, also
dashed off a letter to the BCCI
stating his position not to attend
the meeting unless his demands
were met, but the Board did not
budge [rom its stand.

Hectic parleys over phone with
Pawar on the eve of the selection
meeting, after the board chief's
softening of the stand on the issue,
enabled Vengsarkar to make up his
mind to proceed to Bangalore and
chair the meeting.

Boje ready to
cooperate

CRICINFO, undated

Nicky Boje, the former South
African left-arm spinner, has said
he is prepared to help the Delhi
police with the investigation into
the match-fixing scandal 0f2000.

"I will be more than happy to
cooperate with them in whatever
way I can as  have nothing to hide,”
Boje, currently playing for
Hyderabad Heroes in the ICL in
Panchkula, told PTL.

On Wednesday, the Delhi police
sent a notice to Boje to make him-
self available for the probe. Boje
reiterated that he was not found
guilty by the King Commission in
South Africa, which looked into the
matter. "The fact is that Herschelle
Gibbs was found guilty and fined
for it," he said. "The Commission
never found me guilty and that's
whylwasnotbanned."

Boje said he didn't deliberately
avoided touring India in order to
escape the police investigation. He
said itwas the South African board's
decision not to send him for follow-
ing tours, "During the next tour for
the ICC Champions Trophy, I was
not selected. 1 never avoided any
Indian tourintentionally,"

SL bank on lucky v

ﬁ] Cricket

AFP, Colombo

Buoyant Sri Lanka are looking to
clinch the Test series against
England when they return to their
favourite hunting ground for the
second Test starting here on
Sunday.

Most teams have suffered heart-
break at the Sinhalese Sports Club
(SSC) in central Colombo where Sri
Lanka have won 10 of their last 12
Tests since losing to Nasser
Hussain's Englishmen in2001.

The last time England played
here in 2003 under current captain
Michael Vaughan, Sri Lanka
coasted to victory by an innings
and 215 runs with Muttiah
Muralidaran grabbing seven wick-
etsinthe match,

The off-spinner, who claimed
nine scalps in the first Test in Kandy
last week on way to becoming Test
cricket's leading bowler, is again
predicted to be England's nemesis.

Muralidaran has 143 wickets in
21 Tests at the S5C, where the even-
paced pitch is good for batting on
the first three days before spin

comes into play on the wearing
surface towards the end.

Sri Lankan captain Mahela
Jayawardene, delighted by his
team's 88-run win in the first Test
despite a spirited England chal-
lenge, was confident the series can
be sealed here before the final Test
in Galle.

"This has been a good venue for
us but we still need to make sure we
press the advantage and don't let
England come back at us,” said
Jayawardene.

"England have got some quality
players, but I think we showed a lot
of character at Kandy by coming
back strongly after being down 42-
5inthefirsthourof the match."

England have much to fear from
Jayawardene and the prolific
Kumar Sangakkara, whose match-
winning 152 in Sri Lanka's second
innings in Kandy took the match
away from the tourists.

It was at the SSCin July last year
that the Sri Lankan captain and his
deputy compiled Test cricket's
highest partnership of 624 runs
against hapless South Africa with
Jayawardene making 374 and
Sangakkara 287.

Sri Lanka went on to win that

match by an innlnw ul:ld 153 runs

and England can once expect
aruthless displaybythe who
say they are toughe dwlle:aﬂu
the recent tour of Al st

Sri Lanka lost both Test lgaimt
the world ch_ Iom, but
Jayawardene said the tour had
taught them afewlessons, *

"As a young team we learnt how

we need to improve our character
and not give up a game after the
first couple of days, but to keep
fighting for everything and create
more opportunities,” the captain
said. ;

"These kind of things we
showed in the first Test. The way
forward for us is to'continue to do
that."

sti Lanka will take the field
without veteran batsman Sanath
Jayasuriya, who retired from Test
cricket after the Kandymatch.

Jayasuriya, 38, finished as Sri
Lanka's highest run-getter in both
forms of the game with 6,973 runs
from 110 Tests and 12,207 runs
from 403 one-dayers, -

Sri Lanka will also miss his left-
arm spin bowling that fetched him
98 Testand 307 one-day wickets.

Kiwis off on wrong foot

New Zealand's brief limited-overs
tour of Australia got off to a disap-
pointing start when it was beaten
in the Lilac Hill festival match here
Friday.

Up against a Cricket Australia
Chairman's X1 side featuring sev-
eral retired players and some fringe
first-class cricketers, the Black
Caps fell seven runs short in a big
run chase, despite acentury by new
skipper Brendon McCullum.

After the home side was dis-
missed for 285 in 47 overs, the Kiwis
made9-278 from their 50 overs,

The Black Caps needed 15 off
thelast over to win.

The match offered New Zealand
its only chance to tune up for
Tuesday's sold-out Twenty20
international against Australia at
the WACA Ground, and the subse-
quent three-match Chappell-
Hadlee Trophy series.

With new skipper Daniel Vettori

rested, McCullum took over the
captaincy for the first time and led
from the front, making 119 from
126 ballsat the top of the order.

The gifted strokemaker hit nine
fours and five sixes on the small
Lilac Hill ground, but lacked sup-
port as the required run rate grew.

He was the only Kiwi batsman to
make a significant score, although
Jamie How and tailender Mark
Gillespie both made 30.

The Kiwis looked set to win
when McCullum and Matthew
Sinclair (27) put on 57 for the fourth
wicket, but the latter's dismissal to
part-time spinner David Hussey
sparked a collapse, with the Black
Capslosing 4-45.

Star all-rounder Jacob Oram
made just 12 and when he was
stumped from the bowling of
Hussey, New Zealand's hopes of
victorywere fading fast.

Hussey, young spinner Aaron
Heal and retired seamer Jo Angel
each claimed two wickets for the
Chairman’s XI 3

Earlier, wayward Western
Australian batsman Luke

Pomersbach took to the New
Zealand bowlers to belt 88 from 65
balls.

The big- hiulng Pomersbach,
dropped from the WA side recently
for disciplinary reasons, was well-
supported by Hussey, whamade 73
from just 53 balls and hit five sixes.

Oram was the best of the New
Zealand bowlers, with 3. 41 from
SEVEN OVErs.

Chris Muuna]solmpneaudtﬂth
2-36 from nine overs, while lain
O'Brien claimed one wicket, but
went for 52 runs from just four overs.

BRIEF SCORES

CA CHAIRMAN'S XI: 285 all out in
47 overs (Pomersbach 88, Hussey
73, Doropolous 32, Davis 30; Oram
3-41,Martin 2-36, Patel 2-61)

NEW ZEALAND: 278 for 9 in 50
overs (McCullum 118, Gillespie 30
not out, How 30, Sinclair 27; Husscy
2-23,Angel 2-44, Heal 2-44)
Result: Cricket Australia
Chairman'sXIwon by 7 runs.

Toss; New Zealand.
Man-of-the-match:
McCullum

Brendon

Bayern must show mettle

AFP, Berlin

Bayern Munich
captain Oliver
Kahn insists his
side must
demonstrate
they are tough
enough to win
the Bundesliga
when they take
onstrugglers Duiabutgonsaturday
with Werder Bremen hard on their
heels.

Bayern and Bremen are neck-
and-neck at the top of the table
with the Munich side holding a
slender one-pointlead.

But Kahn, the former German
captain, says Bayern must put
Duisburg to the sword after win-
ningjusttwo of their last five league
games,

"We have tended to believe we
are technically superior and will
impose ourselves on sides, but we
need to show a much tougher
edge,” said Kahn.

Bayern's captain celebrated his
300th Bundesliga win in 542 games
after last Sunday's 1-0 victory at
Bielefeld last weekend.

And coach Ottmar Hitzfeld is
keen to se¢ his side pick up their
third consecutive win as they pre-
pare for the winter break which

_chance to impose ourselves,"

starts on December 15 after their
trip to Hertha Berlin.

"We need to win the two last
matches to put ourselves in a good
position for the winter break." said
Hitzfeld, who is unsure whether
midfielder Bastian Schweinsteiger
or defender Willy Sagnol will be fit
for Saturday.

Second-placed Bremen are at
Hanover on Saturday and the signs
look good forWerder.

They have not been beaten in
Hanover for 35 years and the hosts,
who have just signed Bayern's

‘French defender Valerien [smael,

have been hit by injuries in the last
fewweeks.

"We haven't beaten Bremen
here for a long time, so this is our
said
Hanover coach Dieter Hecking.

Unbeaten in the Bundesliga
since mid-September, Bremen

Saturday

Bayermn Munich v Duisburg, Hamburg v
Energle Cottbus, VIL Bochum v
Karlsruhe, Hanover 96 v Werder Bremen,
Eintracht Frankfurt v Schalke 04

Sunday

Bayer Leverkusen v Hansa Rostock,
Nuremberg v Hertha Berlin

coach ThomasSchaaf can expect to
welcome back goalkeeper Tim
(the) Wiese and Portuguese striker
Hugo Almeida.

Third-placed Hamburg, who
have made the last 16 of the UEFA
Cup, have a chance to get their
season back on track following last
weekend's humbling by Bremen
when they play bottom side
Energie Cottbus.

Schalke 04 midfielder Jermaine
Jones can expect a hard time from
the boo-boys when he returns to
Eintracht Frankfurt for the first
time since he left the west German
club in the summer after seven
years having captained Frankfurt.

With just two defeats all season,
this is an opportunity for sixth-
placed Schalke to pick up points
against midtable Prankfurt,

Fifth-placed Karlshruhe, who
continue to impress having won
last season's second division title,
are atmid-tableVIL Bochum.

On Friday night, Bundesliga
strugglers Borussia Dortmund and
Arminia Bielefeld slug it out while
on Sunday fourth-placed Bayer
Leverkusen are at home to fourth
from bottom Hansa Rostock.

And third from bottom
Nuremberg host mid-table Hertha
Berlinon Sunday.

Parsons gets
key ECB job

E¥§1 Cricket

AFP, London

Spin bowling coach David Parsons
was confirmed Thursday as perfor-
mance director of the England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB).

Parsons has been acting director
since Peter Moores took over as
England coach and his full-time
appointment comes as the ECB have
also appointed Richard Halsall as
national fielding coach.

Parsons initiated and developed
the ECB spin programme and
worked closely with players such as
Monty Panesar and Adil Rashid.

Hugh Morris, managing director
of England Cricket, said: "David has
beenacting performance director for
the last six months since Peter
Moores tookover as England coach.

"During that time David has
ensured the smooth running of the
National Cricket Performance
Centre at Loughborough University,

and has worked closely with Peter
Moores to ensure the best possible
support and preparation
programmes for the England team.

"He has played a central role in
developing and delivering the
England Performance Campin India
inwhich he has embraced the exper-
tise of coaches such as Martyn
Maxon and Ashley Giles.

"His ability to attract such names
demonstrates that he will be ideally
suited to the role of performance
director because one of his main
challenges will be o provide the
current England Performance

.Programme, and future England

players with the best possible coach-
ing advice and support to ensure
they can maximise their potential."

Moores added: "David Parsons
has done an outstanding job as
acting performance director and I
am delighted that he has secured
the position on a permanent basis.
He will have a very important role
te play in developing our future
England players.

Abahani league
champs in
M'singh

OUR CORRESPONDENT, M'singh

Mymensingh Abahani Krira
Chakra clinched the First Division
Football League title by winning
the last game against their local
archrivals Mohammedan Sporting
Club at the local circuit house
ground yesterday.

Abahani came from behind to
beat Mohammedan 2-1.

Mohammedantooka 1-0lead in
the first half through a Sanjit strike
bur Abahani regrouped in the
second session to secure two goals,
Probir and man-of-the gaptch
Kabirscored for the winners,

Superintendent of police Md.
Rafiqul Islam distributed the prizes
as chief guestafter the finalmatch.

U-19s seal
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arrive in Dhaka on December 9, at
home this month.

The junior Tigers will visitSouth
Africa next month to play a triangu-
lar series where India Under-19s
are the other team.



