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Did U Know?

Sania Mirza became the only Indian woman
in the history of the Indian lawn tennis to
reach and register a win in any Grand Slam
tournament when she reached the fourth
round of the 1995 US Open.

Frank Rijkaard

(Barcelonacoach)

“Players like Ronaldinho, it's not
the coach who sits them on the
replacements’ bench, it's them who
def:'de.”

WC 2011 set
for overhaul

CRICINFO, undared

The World Cup could have a major,
and much-needed, overhaul
following the lengthy Caribbean
competition, which was further
exposed by the success of the two-
week Twenty20 format.

International Cricket Council
(ICC) officials are meeting in
Bangladesh this week to discuss
the next tournament, in Asia in
2011, with seven different formats
on the table including a single
league,

Cricket Australia has already
said it would welcome a shorter
version, following this year's
inflated 47-day tournament which
turned many off, and they're not
the only board thinking that way.

A CA spokesman, Peter Young,
told Sydney's Daily Telegraph on
Thursday: "We support a shorter
tournament, Most nations do now."

The Pakistan Cricket Board
would preferto revert to the format
of the 2003 World Cup in South
Africa which comprised 14 teams
in two groups of seven, rather than
16 teams with four groups of four
as in the Caribbean this time.

The PCB's chief operating
officer Shafgat Naghmi said: "We
don't support the format used in
the West Indies where if a good
team has one bad day;it goes out of
the tournament. We will not sup-

__portthis formatatall.”
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IMSC bag charity series

Beat Abahani again on penalties

() Football

SPORTS REPORTER

Guest goalkeeper Aminul Haque
saved two penalties as
Mohammedan Sporting Club
produced another tiebreaker win
against Abahani yesterday to lift
the Teletalk Best of Three charity
series2-1.

In a repeat of the opening
match, Mohammedan outplayed
their archrivals 4-2 in the penalty
shootout after a scoreless 90 min-
utes in the third and final match at
the Bahgabandhu National
Stadium.

Mohammedan won 5-4 on
penalties in the first match before
Abahani restored parity in the
series witha2-1 victory.

After an aggregate 14,000 turn-
out on the first two days, around
15,000 fans enjoyed the series
finale, which meant the
Bangladesh Football Federation
(BFF) is likely to raise a fund near Tk
10 lakh -- inclusive of Teletalk's Tk
three lakh sponsorship -- for vic-
tims of Cyclone Sidr.

The BFF's initial target was to
see houseful crowd on each of the
three days but it failed to even sell a
total of 33,000 tickets -- the official
capacity of the venue.

The resultin the end, would give
the black and whites some solace to
end the season after finishing
runners-up to winners Abahani in
this year's lone competition -- the
B.League.

It were the sky-blues who began
brightly with Emily and Robin
showing great skill up front. Still,
Abahani missed the experience of
guest striker Moni, who was absent
due to a hamstring injury that saw
him limp off the ground earlyin the
previous game.

The Abahani duo, however,
failed to put Aminul to the real test
due to lack of finishing. Emily
though, found the net in the 16th
minute, but the goal was disal-
lowed for a foul picked up by the
referee's assistant.

Abahani won numerous cor-
ners without any avail against a
tight five-man backline while Waly
Faisal failed to keep his freekick
from 25 yards under the bar as their
opposition gained momentum

after the halfhour.

Farhad, however, blasted their
only first-half chance over the bar
inside from the penalty area.

Mohammedan regained defen-
sive solidity after Hassan Al
Mamun's return from a one-match
suspension but for Abahani, Arif
Khan Joy's comeback was not
much comfortable as he became a
target of, the Mohammedan
midfielders. The Abahani captain,
who was also banned for the sec-
ond match, was fouled whenever
hetouched the ball.

Neither side had a grip over the
game in the second half but the
match came alive in the last quarter
with Farhad creating two superb
chances. The diminutive forward
first picked up Ripon 15 yards out
of goal but the fullback's first-time
volley sailed over before Charles
Figo headed another Farhad centre
wide from three yards,

Abahani had their chances in
the last seven minutes but
Pranctosh, who met a chip by Abul
inside the six-yard box, nodded the
ballwide.

Player of the series Aminul then
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Mohammedan footballers celebrate their victory over Abahani in the charity football series after Ripon Khan (not in picture) scored the decisive goal in the
tiebreaker at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday. .

Khulna's big chance

SPORTS REPORTER

Even if
Rajshahi
completes the
formality of an
easy win over
Barisal today, Khulna have a great
opportunity to keep their top
position intact as they fought back
against Chittagong on the third day
of their National Cricket League
match at the Chittagong Divisional
Stadium yesterday.

Having conceded a 77-run
deficit after being bowled out for
282 in the first innings by
-Ghittagong,- Khulna -leught- back
through their bowlers. The hosts
were 134-7 in their second innings,
leading by 211 runs,

In Bogra, Rajshahi dominated
Barisal to be on the verge of their
fourth victory in the first-class
competition as they were 49 runs
short of Barisal's second innings
target of 148 runs. Barisal failed to
cross the 200-mark once again as
they were routed for 169.

Dhaka, with 273 in their first
innings, fought back to be near
Sylhet's total but the visitors at the
Fatullah Stadium now have a big-
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ger lead after they ended the day at
142-2,

CHITTAGONG-KHULNA

The visitors added 66 runs to their
overnight 216-6 but were bowled
out for 282, thanks to some effec-
tive off-spin bowling from Yasin
Arafat, who took four wickets.

Fariduddin Masud kept the
Khulna innings together for much of
the 33.1 overs they batted on the day,
with a priceless 53-run ninth wicket
stand with Ziaur Rahman who made
10. Masud scored 38 off 92 balls, with
thehelpofsixboundaries.

Then, Khulna's second string
pace attack of Ziaur Rahman and
Robiul Islam chipped away at the
Chittagong batsmen, taking two
wickets each.

Left-arm spin duo of Murad
Khan and Nahidul Haq took two
and one wicket each as the hosts
slipped to 134-7, having takena 77-
run first innings lead. Only
Nazimuddin batted with convic-
tion,'adding 48 off 130 balls.

- BARISAL-RAJSHAHI

Saqlain Sajib ripped through the
Barisal batting line-up, taking four
wickets for only 29 runs while three
from Mohammad Shahjada made

sure Rajshahi had only 148 to chase
in thesecond innings.

For Barisal, captain Shahriar
Nafees struck 65 but apart from
him, Hannan Sarkar and Raisul
Islam reached double figure as the
restcrumbled.

When it was Rajshahi's turn to
bat 33 overs, opener Jahurul Islam
hurried to 65 off 94 balls, striking a
six and ten boundaries. Had it not
been for Farhad's painstaking 19
off 78 balls, the match would have
been doneand dusted.

DHAKA-SYLHET

The match is all set to end in a dull
draw after Dhaka's Mosharraf
Hossain made sure Sylhet did not
bat in their second innings with a
huge lead.

Overnight on 148-5, Dhaka lost
both Nadif Chowdhury and
Shamsur Rahman but Mosharraf
struck nine boundaries and one six
in his 104-ball unbeaten 67. He
shared a 54-run stand with
Mohammad Sharif for the eighth
wicket and then 30 runs more with
Mohammad Rafique for the ninth
as Dhakareached 273.

Sylhet played it safe, running to
142-2 with Imtiaz Hossainfyeaching
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Chittagong batsman Nafis Igbal (L) trudges off after being dismissed by Khulna seamer Ziaur Rahman (hands aloft)
on the third day of their National Cricket League match at the Chittagong Divisional Stadium yesterday.

WI take winning lead

ﬁl Cricket

REUTERS, Harare

Half-centuries by Runako Morton
and Marlon Samuels guided West
Indies to a one-day series win over
Zimbabwe at Bulawayo on Friday.

West Indies won the fourth
match by five wickets to take an
unbeatable 3-1 lead in the five-
match series.

Zimbabwe scored 232-9 after
being put in to bat, and West Indies
replied with 234-5 to win with three
overs to spare.

Morton scored 79 while
Samuels made 62, and they shared
105 runs for the third wicket.

Vusi Sibanda and Hamilton
Masakadza puton 167, Zimbabwe's
biggest opening stand in one-day
matches.,

Theprevious record of 161 was set
by the Flower brothers, Grant and
Andy, against Bangladeshin 1997,

West Indies had an opportunity
to end the partnership at 15 in the
seventh over whern Sibanda, on
eight, was dropped by Dwayne
Bravo at first slip off fast bowler

Daren Powell,

Instead, Sibanda and
Masakadza kept the runs flowing
until the 37th over, when leg-
spinner Rawl Lewis had Masakadza
stumped by wicketkeeper Denesh
Ramdin for80.

Bravo eventually made amends
in the 43rd over, when his throw
from cover to the non-striker's end
ran out Sibanda for 96.

Brendan Taylor's 26 not out was
the home side's only other score in
double figures as nine wickets fell
for65 runsin 13 overs.

Fast bowler Jerome Taylor
profitted handsomely from
Zimbabwe's inept batting by taking
5-48.

West Indies slipped to 62-2 in
the 14th over of their reply, but
Morton and Samuels steadied the
innings with their century stand.

Bravo hastened the end of the
match by scoring an unbeaten 41

- offasmany balls.

The last match of the series will
be played in Bulawayo on Sunday.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the fourth one-day
international between Zimbabwe

and the West Indies at the Queens

Sports Club on Friday:

ZIMBABWE

Sibandarun out (Bravo) 96
Masakadzast RamdinbLewis 80
Chigumbura c Decnarine b Taylor 4
Taibu ¢ Deonarine b Taylor 0
Taylornot out 26
Matsikenyerib Taylor 4
DabengwacRamdinbTaylor 2
Chibhabhab Taylor 1
Utseya b Bravo 3
Brent run out (Bravo) 9
Pricenotout 1
Extras: (Ib-2, w-4) 6
Total: (For9wktsin 50 overs) 232

Fall of wickets: 1-167, 2-173, 3-178,
4-194,5-207,6-213,7-215, 8-220,9-
231.

Bowler 0O M R W
Powell 8 1 39 0
Rampaul 6 1 16 0
Taylor 10 0 48 5
Samuels 10 0 36 0
Deonarine 2 0 1 O
Lewis 7 0 38 1
Bravo 7 0 37 1
WESTINDIES

Smith b Chigumbura 0
Parchment cMasakadza b Ulseya 25

MortoncChigumburab Price 79
SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

U-19s seal
spectacular
triumph

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Under-19s completed
a remarkable achievement in
Pakistan when they won the one-
day series with an exciting two-
wicket victory against their
Pakistan counterparts in the fifth
and final match at the National
Bank of Pakistan (NBP) ground in
Karachi yesterday.

The junior Tigers had staged a
splendid comeback in the series

pingt warld ipns Pakistan

"Under-19s, who outplayed England’

Under-19s and Australia Under-19s
by identical 4-1 margins this year,
winning three games in a row after
badlylosing their first two games.

Captain Sohrawardi Shuvo was
the hero for the second consecu-
tive match as the left-arm spinner
first claimed three wickets for 40
runs and scored second highest 36
after Nasir Hossain's 40 to secure
the series by a3-2 margin.

Shuvo was adjudged man of the
match forhis all-round show.

In the 'series-deciding match,
the bowlers laid the platform after
wrapping up the home team for
187 runsin47.3 overs.

The visitors overhauled the
target with 191 runs for eight wick-
etsin45.4 overs.

Dollar Mahmud also had a
notable all-round contribution as
he remained not put on 31 after
taking two wickets for 29 runs while
Mintu made 31 and Rony Talukdar
chipped inwith 25 runs,

On the other hand Rubel
Hossain captured two wickets for
32 runs, Shuvashish took one for 30
and Nasirone for 31 runs,

The Bangladesh Under-19s,
which drew the only four-day game
in Pakistan, will take on Sri Lanka
Under-19s, who are scheduled to

SEE PAGE 18 COL B

Siddons sees
improvement

SPORTS REPORTER

The Tigers played another practice
match yesterday under simulated
conditions for their coming tour to
New Zealand a session in which
the new national coach found
slightimprovements of his charges,

"Of ‘course they are still not
perfect but there have been some
improvements in the batting from
the first match. Our main objective
is to see the batsmen not getting
out and batting for as long as possi-
ble in the middle," said Jamie
Siddons, who has preached a slo-
gan of 'improvement everyday'.

The Australian sounded posi-
tive after working with his new
charges for the last few days as the
batsmen apparently looked better
in comparison with the first game
despite the pdce bowlers lively
performance with the ball.

Leading paceman and vice-
captain Mashrafe Bin Mortaza
however missed the opportunity to
bowl in the second game as he was
rested due to abreathing problem.

Afteraday's break the Tigers will
have their last session at home
tomorrow. l

The 15-member one-day side
led by ace batsman Mohammad
Ashraful will fly for New Zealand on
December 12.

The Bangladesh team will play
three limited-over warm-up games
and a charity Twenty20 match
before involving in a three-match
one-day series. Ashraful's men will
play twoTests in January next year.

All eyes on the pitch

‘Final Indo-Pak Test starts today

ﬁl Cricket

CRICINFO, undared

The Eden Gardens pitch was
severely criticised during the
second Test between India and
Pakistan. Only 23 wickets fell on a
slow and low track, yet the bats-
men were unable to score with
ease, However, if the pitch for the
third Test at the Chinnaswamy
Stadium plays according to how
the eurator; Narayan Raju; said it
would, we can expect an extremely
different Test match that starts
today.

"It (the pitch) will be totally
different,” Raju said. "Thereisalot
of grass and (it has) good clay
content. It's hard on the surface
with good moisture underneath."

India and Australia recently
played a one-day international
here in September on a flat track.
Australia scored 307 for 7 before
rain washed out the game. Raju,
however, said the wicket wouldn't

besimilar to that one.

“It's a new pitch. The clay is
from Mandya (a town 100 km from
Bangalore) and we've tested the
soil; it's a good cricketing soil so we
haveusedit."

If the pitch lives up to efpecta-
tion, it will have something for
everyone. Raju said it would aid
fast bowling on the first couple of
days, the ball would come on to the
bat, and it would spin as the match
progressed. In short, expect runs
and wickets. g |

The surface used for the Afro
Asia match in June offered plenty
of bounce and seam movement to
Morne Morkel and Mohammad
Asif. In preparation for that match
and the one-dayer against
Australia, the Karnataka State
Cricket Association had called in
two experts; Mark Hooker from the
New Zealand Turf institute, and
Chris Lewis who works at the Jade
Stadium in Christchurch.

Both of them have been in
Bangalore for a week to help pre-
pare the pitch for the Test match.

The weather in the city has been
overcast over the last couple of
days and it drizzled on Thursday
evening, which according to
Hooker, could affect how the pitch
plays. However, the director of the
meteorology department, GS
Vijayraghavan, said that the
weather was likely to improv®from
tomorrow.

"I don't know how this wicket is
going to play,” Hooker said. "It
depends on whathappens with the
weather. If we keep getting rain like—
this, it might be a bit of a green
pitch. If we get a bit of sunlight
tomorrow, I'm hoping it will get a
bit harder. | want it to get harder so
that we can get a bit of pace and
bounce.”

If the pitch does favour the fast
bowlers, it could work to Pakistan's
advantage for they have a potent
pace attack led by a fully-fit Shoaib
Akhtar. India fast-bowling
resources are depleted, with
Zaheer Khan, Rudra Pratap Singh
and Munaf Patel ruled out of the

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

Tendulkar, Dhoni scare

m Cricket

AFP, Bangalore

India's hopes of winning the first
series against Pakistan at home in
more than two decades suffered a
setback due to injuries to key bats-
men ahead of Saturday's third and
final Test.

Sachin Tendulkar has yet to
recover from a knee injury, while
wicketkeeper-batsman Mahendra
Singh Dhoni is doubtful due to an
ankle injury sustained during a
one-day series against the tourists.

India, who last won the Test
series against Pakistan at home in
1980, currently lead 1-0 following
their six-wicket win in the opening
Test in New Delhi. The second
match ended in adraw in Kolkata.

"Sachin aggravated his injury
during the second Test. He contin-
ues to improve, but we need to
assess his condition tomorrow
morning," India captain Anil
Kumble told reporters on Friday.

Opening batsman Gautam
Gambhir has been included as
cover for Tendulkar.

The Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) said Gambhir
would be on thestand-by.

"Selection committee has
decided to send Gautam Gambhir
as stand by if Sachin cannot take
part in the match," BCCI secretary
Niranjan Shah said in a press
release issued here yesterday.

"If Sachin will be fit to play for

the match then Gambir will be
relieved for Ranji Trophy starting
fromDecember9," he said.
Kumble said they initially
thought of resting Dhoni for the

match, but would now have to wait
till the last moment following

Tendulkar's fitness problem.
"We are unsure of Dhoni at the
SEE PAGE 18 COL 2
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Master Indian batsman Sachin Tendulkar, in doubt for the third Test against
Pakistan, walks into practice with his batting gear at the Chinnaswamy

Stadium in Bangalore yesterday.
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