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2. STRATEGIC ISSUES

The Dty Star

KHALED KHALEFEH

It currently seems as though the
Israeli decision makers are con-
ducting two different policies
towards the Palestinians; the first
towards the Palestinian Authority
and’Abu Mazen and the second
towards Hamas in the Gaza Strip.
As a matter of fact, however, the
Israelis are conducting one policy
for both entities, that of continu-
ing (o confront instead of real
negotiations with both parts of
the Palestinians.

Concerning Abu Mazen and
the intensive talks before the
Annapolis gathering, the Israeli
strategy is to continue talking
with Abu Mazen in order to iso-
late and contain Hamas. It is
quite certain that the negotia-
tions with Abu Mazen will lead to
a kind of amorphous declaration,
which will be very comfortable
for Israel and the Bush
Administration, without any
timetable for implementing the
hard-core issues of this declara-

» tion,

In addition, there are also
great doubts about the future of
Ehud Olmert as Prime Minister.
There is a high probability that he
will resign immediately after the
Annapolis Summit, using his
illness as an excuse, He can claim
that he has brought Israel to the
“Road of Peace”, and by accom-
plishing that his role as Prime
Minister is complete. By con-
ducting this step he can gain
moral popularity, a step that will
divert attention from the
Vinograd Commission and the
police investigations against him.
Consequently, he can get more
sympathy from Israeli public
opinion and many might forget
his great fiasco of the Lebanon
War. If not, Tsipi Livni or another
figure from Kadima might replace
him. Annapolis will have no real
meaning. All thatwill remain will
be the photo opportunities for all
thé partners who are supposed to
be supporting and helping the
Bush Administration in its global
war against Iraq and Afghanistan.

The next Israeli leader will be
the same kind of tactician ag his
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predecessor Olmert. He or she
will waste more time adjusting to
the position and learning the new
political circumstances. Ehud
Barak, meanwhile, will not com-
ment On any agreement or non-
agreement with the Palestinians.
He will continue to perceive Gaza
as the real and concrete threat to
Israel. The next Prime Minister,
with the assistance of the US, will
continue to use the same formula
of General Keith Dayton in the
West Bank; to separate the West
Bank from Gaza and to continue
to perceive the Gaza Strip as a
hostile entity and as a matter for
treatment by the Israeli security
forces.

Concerning the West Bank,
Israel and its security forces will
continue its incursions into the
heartland of the West Bank, while
atthe same time they will agree to
go along with the Dayton Plan of
deploying Palestinian police in
some of the Palestinian urban
areas, such as Nablus and
Ramallah. These forces will be
allowed to work in cooperation
and coordination with Israel's
security forces. These Palestinian
forces will have a limited man-
date of keeping the order and of
arresting some wanted figures for
the Israelis.

Mahmoud Abass (Abu Mazen)
has given a complete mandate to
the US security coordinator Keith
Dayton to control and deploy the
Palestinian police in the West
Bank. These forces have the task
of maintaining the security
regime of Abu Mazen and con-
taining Hamas in the West Bank.
The main fear of the Fatah regime
is the rising of Hamas in the West
Bank.

However, in a televised
speech on 4 November on Al-
Jazeera, PM Ismael Haneya
accused the Palestinian
Authority of conducting a mas-
sive campaign of cracking down
on Hamas activities in the West
Bank with the cooperation of the
Israeli [DE  Haneya accused
Abass of cooperating with Israel
in implementing a siege on Gaza
and of carrying out large-scale
bombardments against

Palestinian civilians in the Gaza
Strip, which has caused the
killing of 174 Palestinian civil-
iansin the last two months.
Haneya described the situa-
tion in Gaza as catastrophic.
There are no exits or entrances,
even for Moslem Pilgrims and ill
people. Gaza's fruits and vegeta-

bles are left in refrigerators with-
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out any possibility for export. He
urged the Egyptians and the
European Union to do something
concerning this issue.

Haneya ignored Abass and his
agreementwith the Americans by
declaring that even if the talks
lead to a declaration of princi-
ples, "we need immediate with-
drawal dramn the-West Bank and

Gaza Strip”, and not a declaration
of principles which will continue
forever.

Haneya's argument is that the
Annapolis meeting will lead to
nowhere. However, its main task
is to consolidate more " states
against Iran and locally support
Abu Mazen in containing Hamas
with the Israeli forces.

Annapolis Prospective

The Palestinian Prime Minister
asked Abu Mazen not to take part
in attacking Palestinian civilians
in West Bank with Israel, because
by doing so, he will gradually lose
his legitimacy among the
Palestinians. However, the
Palestinian authority will con-
tinue with its policy of containing
Hamas in the West Bank with
Israel's cooperation and with
American's assistance.

At the same time, Hamas will
try to revive the Palestinian
Parliament by receiving authori-
zation from the arrested parlia-
mentarians of Hamas to hold a
session of Parliament. As aresult,
Abu Mazen will lose more of his
legitimacy while he is directing
negotiations with Israel.

Abu Mazen will also continue
tolose support because the oppo-
sition is growing against him and
because [srael will not stop the
attacks against the West Bank and
the bombardment against Gaza.
Mahmoud Abass has not suc-
ceeded in convincing Israel to
dismantle any outposts from the
West Bank or to stop constructing
theWall.

Israeli political leaders are not
capable of making any conces-
sions to Abu Mazen. As a result,
the chances of any success at the
Annapolis gathering are very
slim. The security analysis of
Amman (The IDF military intelli-
gence) is therefore predicting the
total failure of the Annapolis
conference (Haaretz, 7 November
2007).

Consequently, the failure of
this international gathering will
lead to the collapse of the Abu
Mazen regime, and at the same
time, will affect his status as the
leader of the Palestinian
Authority and as the Head of the
PLO. His disappearance from the

urgent need to contain Hamas in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

In an interview with the
Jerusalem Post published on 13
August 2007, Martin Indyk, a
former US ambassador to lsrael
argued that “the Bush
Administration would be wrong
to believe that it could secure a
permanent Palestinian Israeli
accord in the final year or so that
it has left in office.” Indyk's argu-
ment confirms the main concept
that Ms. Rice is supportive of the
restoration of talks between the
two sides due to her inability to
push forward on any issue other
than the failure of the
Administration in Iraq or any
possibleattack against Iran.

Regarding the conference in
Annapolis and the Middle East,
Rice wants to achieve something
for the Bush Administration
befare the occurrence of a catas-
trophe. The US Administration,
has therefore, identified the weak
factor in the regional Middle
Eastern system as Abu Mazen,
and he will be made to pay the
price for the Americans in order
to promote their Middle East
national interests. Abu Mazen,
however, will gain nothing for
himself or for his Fatah
Movement or for the Palestinian.
The result might be the
destabilization of the area and a
circle of bloodshed between the
twosides foralong time.

It does not seem logical that
Israel will succeed in controlling
Gaza and then later bring in
multi-lateral European forces.
Any such action means that they
will prevent a Palestinian State
and support the Israeli occupa-
tion and control in Gaza and the
West Bank by these multi lateral
forces.

Later on, Abu Mazen will paya
severe and heavy price, both on a

scene, however, will create -a~~rpersonal and political level. Abu

vacuum in the leadership of the
Palestinian forces, which are
currently cooperating and coor-
dinating efforts with both the US
and Israel. As a result, Israel's
policy will again repeat the same
terminology of “no partner™ on
the Palestinian side and the

Mazen is conducting his policy
without any real popular or par-
liamentary support. Israel mean-
while is accusing him of lacking
any real popular support without
taking into consideration that he
is under Israeli protection and
occupation. Israel feels that its

military interests need to be
preserved. The armyhas notbeen
working much on preparing for
this conference. Actually, none of
the permanent military levels
have received orders to prepare
any policy papers for the
Annapolis Conference.

Maj. Gen. Ido Nahoshtan, the
head of the Planning Department
in the IDE is trying to define the
strategic interests of Israel in the
West Bank. What will therefore
become obvious is that Abu
Mazen will become weaker and
weaker because of the Israeli
perception and its unwillingness
to discuss a comprehensive final
solution with any Palestinian
figure.

Abu Mazen is not the only
weak leader. George Bush is also
alame duck who cannotimposea
solution. He just wants to dis-
tract attention from Iraq by con-
ducting a crisis policy with Iran
and creating last opportunities
for peace in the region.

Concerning Israel, the inher-
ent permanent weakness of its
leadership is mainly in dealing
with the Palestinians; With any
discussions that the Israeli lead-
ership has to take part in, it sud-
denly becomes weak and unable
to move and maneuver.

Olmert is currently ill and his
support will soon diminish when
the Vinograd Committee pub-
lishes its conclusions accusing
him in the failed Lebanese
adventure. Barak is the only
person who is looking to take
over the Prime Minister-ship if
Tzispi Livni does not succeed
Olmert. Barak and some forces
in the military establishment are
already acknowledging the
failures of Annapolis and Abu
Mazen. They might try to attack
Gaza. However, there dte great
doubts if such an attack can
succeed because this kind of
attack might be the bloodiest the
region has ever known .and the
consequences will be the most
disastrous not only on the
human level but also on the
military and strategic level.

The author s a joumalist and member of The Arab
Councli for Foreign Relations. |

Is Paris burning?

BILLY [ AHMED

This write-up is not about 'Is Paris
burning?' - the best-selling book
by Larry Collins and Dominique
Lapierre - but riots that had put
the north Paris suburbs burning
for two consecutive nights after
the deaths of two Muslim immi-
grant youth, Moushin and Larimi,
aged 15 and 16, in the north Paris
suburb town of Villiers-le-Bel
around 5 p.m. on Sunday,
November 25. The youths were
riding on a motorbike that was hit
by a police ear and were left for
dead. :

Residents of these suburban
towns live in ghettos, which were
built in the 1950s in imitation of
Soviet social housing of Stalin era.
People live in crammed condi-
tions, sometimes several genera-
tiongin a tiny apartment,

Insults, criticism of Islamic
practices, arbitrary arrests, and
violence by police against immi-
grantyouth and anyone who looks
foreign are common in France.

Le Nouvel Observateur, in its
November 26 article on the sub-
ject, also posted a video of Sarkozy
criticizing Islamic practices, such
as the slaughter of sheep during
the festival of Eid. Sarkozy roughly
comments: “One does not slaugh-
terasheep inone's bathtub.”

The riots were sparked by the
deaths of two teenagers in Villiers-
le-Bel, in a collision between their
motorbike and a police car.
According to testimony of resi-
dents, the policemen fled the
scene, leaving the two youngsters
to die. The General Inspectorate of
the National Police (IGPN) issued
areport largely clearing the police
of responsibility, but the report
itselfwas found to be in contradic-
tion with a video of the accident
and the accounts given by Villiers-
le-Bel'sinhabitants.

Rioters set ablaze at least 60
cars, as well as a police station,
library and car dealership in
Villiers-le-Bel, police said. The
clashes had spread across six
towns by Monday night, they said.
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illegal migrants,
There is no official number of

people of Arab or African origin in
France as laws ban census based
on ethnic orreligious grounds.

The 15 and 16-year-old boys
killed in the Sunday evening wreck
were both sons of African immi-
grants, police said. They died
when their motorbike hit a patrol
car in the town of Villiers-le-Bel,
police said.

The angry protesters have
thronged the crash site, demand-
ingthe "truth" about the accident.

"Thetruth should emerge orwe
will take the law in our own

France Inforadio.
Sehhouli told AFP the rioting

"was not violence but an expres-

sion ofrage," saying he wanted the’

police officers "responsible” for
the accident to be brought to
justice.

The basic details of the colli-
sion are not in dispute, According
to the daily Le Monde, “the motor-
bike skidded for over twenty
meters,” while “the police car's
front was smashed and the bump-
ers torn off; the windshield caved
in deeply.” The policemen
promptly fled the scene on foot.

Marie-Thérére Givry, the

‘A lady [...] came down to help
them, she's a nurse, She gave them

first aid. When the neighborhood
kids arrived, she said, 'It's over,
they're dead.' She was all alone,
the cops were gone.”

There are substantial suspi-
cions that the incident was delib-
erate. According to reporters for
the daily Libération, “Media use of
the term 'involuntary homicide'
was particularly infuriating [to
residents of the area], many of
whom are convinced that the
collision was deliberately pro-
voked by the policesquad.”

Libération added: "There was

vulgar anti-Muslim rants by
Sarkozy in diplomatic negotia-

tions with other European heads
of state, .

Libération journalist Jean
Quatremer wrote on November 19
that Nicolas Sarkozy “gave a real
anti-Muslim diatribe before his
guests. According to my sources,
the head of state [i.e. Sarkozy)
launched into a confused, twenty-
minute speech [..] against the
overly large number of Muslims
present in Europe.” He mentioned
that Sarkozy repeatedly spoke of a
“clash of civilizations” between
Islam and Europe.

Opposition politicians wasted
no time in blaming the govern-
ment of President Nicolas Sarkozy
for the renewed rioting.

Sarkozy, when serving as inte-
rior minister during that wave of
unrest, provoked controversy by
referring to the rioters as "scum" --
language that served only to
inflame the vandalism.,

The use of language reminis-
cent of French colonialism's
struggle against the masses of
Algiers in the 1950s is no accident.
The policy of forming large-scale
police authorities capable of
rapidly mobilizing large numbers
of cops for police raids in poor
neighborhoodsa policy champi-
oned by Sarkozy as Interior
Minister in 2003has helped trans-
form the relations between inhab-
itants and police into a constant,
low-level war that erupts every
time the police kills someone,
unintentionally or otherwise,

Every time a major mass strug-
gle has been called off in recent
yearse.g. in 2003 against then-
Prime Minister Jean-Pierre

_ Raffgrin's pension cuts and in

2006 against Dominique de
Villepin's First Job Contract
reformsthe government has
sought to appeal to racist or reli-
gious prejudices against Muslims
and immigrants, who make up a
large portion of the population in
poorer suburbs. In 2003, Raffarin
prepared a bill that banned
Islamic headscarves in French
public buildings. In 2006, the
Villepin government passed a
tough anti-immigrant bill shortly

The author is a columnistand researcher.
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