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at a discussion on “Liberation War
of Bangladesh, India and Joint
Force™held at Bangladesh Institute
of Law and International Affairs
auditoriumin the capital.

They said the sedition case has
been filed with a regular court only
to foil the demand of the people,
especially of the Sector
Commanders’ Forum, to arrest and
try the war criminals.

On Wednesday, an individual
named Mohammad Fazlur
Rahman filed the case with Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's Court,
Dhaka against Jamaat-e-Islami
Secretary General Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojaheed, Assistant
Secretary General Abdul Quader
Mollah and ex-chairman of Islami
Bank Shah Md Abdul Hannan accus-
inﬁeﬂwm of working against the
Liberation War and carrying out
massacres by forming Al Badr, Al
ShamsandRazakar forcesin 1971.

"Thereis conspiracy behind filing
of this case by an individual, Those
who do not want that the war crimi-
nals wried have filed the petition,”
said Professor Kabir Chowdhury, the
chair of thediscussion.

Itoccurs that a few of the advisers
in the caretaker government are

inst the trial of war criminals, Prof

owdhury added saying, "I would

like to say this clearly to the caretaker

mment -- sit together and take

e decision on the basis of majority

andstart the process of trying the war
criminals,” :

Prof Chowdhury also said the war
criminals are known to all and the
should be arrested before the n‘ia?.,
One of the advisers of the caretaker

mentseems to bespeakingfor

Jamaat-e-Islami, he alleged.

| Justice KM Sobhan, presidium
member of South Asian Conference
Against Fundamentalism and
Comm s, said it is not possible
to try the wilr criminals in a regular
court since war crimes are not con-
sidered crimes under the

Ba.r%aedahl‘mal(hdc.
" have to undérstand that
there might be a differentintention if

someone a case against them
[war criminals] with a regular court,”
he said, all to be alert about
suchill-intended moves.

Rebutting the claims made by.a
few of the caretaker government
advisers who said that there was no
attempt to try the war criminals in
the last 36 years, Justice Sobhan said
following the independence of the
country, around 37,000 criminals
were arrested and around 3,000 of
them were convicted of war crimes,
but the process of the trial was
stopped after the assassination of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

Awami League Presidium
Member Abdur Razzak said the
Jamaat leaders do not recognise the
Liberation War as they had claimed
that the war was a mere civil.
Moreover, they want the country to
tuminto Pakistan, he added.

Filing a sedition case by an indi-
vidual inst them is not right.
Instead, the state should file a case
againstthem, Razzak demanded -

Shamoly Nasreen Chowdhury,
wife of a martyr, said the sedition
case is a conspiracy to prove the war
criminalsinnocent.

Meanwhile, speakers at a discus-
sion said if an individual files a case
against the war criminals it would
g:amper the entire initative to try

erm.

Rice import
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no difference between Saturday's
estimate and the new one if import
ofwheatis considered.

But on Saturday, the agriculture
ministry did not say anything on
wheatimport. i

In their latest estimate, the food
and agriculture ministries said the
domestic demand for rice this

“fiscal year is 285.20 lakh tonnes
while net production in the coun-
try will be 271 lakh tonnes. “Thus,
we will have a deficit of 14.20 lakh
tonnes,” Golam Kibria, senior
information officer of the tood
ministry, told reporters citing
official data.

In Saturday's report, the agricul-
ture ministry put the demand for
rice this fiscal year at 302 lakh
tonnes, and net production at 271
Eialdg tonnes, the same as yester-

ay's.

Yesterday's report on food
status in the country and import
requirement figures raised ques-
tionsaboutgovernment data.

On Saturday, the agriculture
ministry said 12 lakh tonnes of rice
have been imported in the current
fiscal year, and import of another
19lakh tonnesis needed.

Golam Kibria said yesterday,
“To meet the deficit, seven laki:
tonnes of rice have already been
imported this fiscal year, and
import of 7,20 lakh tonnes more is
needed.”

On wheat, he said the domestic
demand stands at 24 lakh tonnes
while it§ production is estimated to
be” 8.90 lakh tonnes, leaving a
deficit of 15.10 lakh tonnes. “The
deficitwill be met through import.”

He went on, “In the current
fiscal year, 9.20 lakh tonnes of
wheat have already been imported,
and weneed toimport another6.40
lakh tonnes.”

India has recently agreed to lift
the ban on export ol five lakh
tonnes of rice only to Bangladesh
considering the crop damage in
cyclone,

Referring to the Indian offer,
Tapan Chowdhury tald the press
briefing yesterday that the Indian
side has asked for import of rice

+through government bodies. "We
want our private traders, certified
by the food directorate, to import
therice,” he said,

The foreign adviser, now in
Delhi on a visit, will raise the issue
with his Indian counterpart, Tapan
mentioned.

Bangladesh sought food aid of
‘five lakh tonnes from the donors.
The food secretary told newsmen
that Saudi Arabia, India and
Pakistan have so far agreed to
provide two lakh tonnes.

The discussion was organised by
Peshajibi Nari Samaj at the National
Press Club on the occasion of
Freedom Fighters Day.

They said some conspirators
influenced the person to file the
seditioncase.

The discussants demanded wrial
of war criminals under the
International Crimme (tribunals) Act-
1973 and formation of a commission
tocollectevidence of war crimes,

Maj Gen (retd) KM Shafiullah said
it might be part of a conspiracy to
divert their movement to wrong
direction.

“It would be very hard for an
individual to prove crimes like rape,
killing and arson committed by the
war criminals,” the former army
chiefsaid.

"The existing law is not enough to
try the war criminals as it would be
tough 1o prove their (war criminals)
misdeeds after 36 years of the
Liberation War," said Maj Gen (retd)
KM Shafiullah.

“Itis the present government that
has to take initiatives to try the war
criminals,” said Mahfuza Khanom,

Ahad Chowdhury, Ferdousi
Priyabhashini, Shaheed Jaya Salma
Hagq, Dr Dipu Moni, Afroza Haq Rina,
and Meher Afroz Chumki, among
others, spoke.

The speakers at another discus-
sion at BILIA expressed gratitude to
India for extending its full coopera-
tion to Bangladeshi people during
the Liberation War and rnising
Bangladeshon December6in 1971.

Former secretary HT Imam and
Bangladesh University Teachers'
Association General Secretary Prof
AjoyRoyalsospoke,

Mgaaltime.eéi[iﬁcussants at a
roundtable u e rnment to
form a g d&tﬁbunﬁﬂs bring the
war criminals to book, reports BSS.

The roundtable, organised by
Amra Muktijoddhar Santan, was
addressed, among others, by jour-
nalist ABM Musa and Bara;ladesh
Muktijoddha Sangsad Central
Command Council Chairman Prof
Abdul Ahad Chowdhury.

Humayun Kabir, president of the
organisation, chaired the
roundtable.

Magistrate feels
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politan magistrate (CMM) for
taking nextsteps.

In his order, Sultan mentioned
that a DU teacher inquired him
about the proceedings of the case.
But it was impossibife for him to
inform the teacher about it. So, he
transferred the case to the chief
metropolitan magistrate's court.

After receiving the case, CMM
AKM Enamul Haque transferred it
to the Court of Metropolitan
Magistrate Golam Rabbani.

The next hearing of the case will
be.held on December 12. Police

' Bressed charges agalm‘.t Dhaka

niversity Teachers' Association
(Duta) President Prof Sadrul Amin,
its General Secretary Prof Anwar
Hossain, Science Faculty Dean Prof
Harun-or-Rashid and Applied
Physics Department Chairman Prof
Neem Chandra Bhowmik on
September 9 for instigating violence
on the university campus and at
Shahbagh in the capital on August
22and 23.

Among the other accused DU
student Moniruzzaman is now in
jail custody while other students are
ontherun.

They are DU unit Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) President Hasan
Mamun and its General Secretary
Saiful Islam Firoz, JCD leader
Kamrul Hasan Kochi, acting JCD
President of Shamsunnahar Hall
unit Tanjeen Chowdhury Lili, JCD
President of Rokeya Hall unit
Shahinoor Nargis, central
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL)
Vice President Aparna Rani Pal, Rifat
Hossain Jiku, Nazrul Islam Russell,
Shamsul Kabir Rahat, Mitwl, Aziz
Hasan, Rokonuzzaman,
Kamruzzaman and Anwar Hossain.

Earlier, the court issued arrest
warrant against them and ordered
to attach their properties as they
have been absconding since the
casewasfiled.

Pvt security firms
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The DMP will issue licence to

Bri\rate security companies in the
MP area while district magis-

trates will do that for companies at

districtlevel, Naim said.

According to the government
decision, every private security
service company will have to sub-
mit savings certificates worth Tk &
lakh as refundable deposit, and
bank drafts of Tk 2 lakh as licence
fee.

Duration of the licence is two
years and renewal fee is Tk 50 thou-
sand.

Replying to aquestion, the DMP
commissioner said private security
service men will not be provided
with firearms.

At least 50 to 60 security service
coml!mn[es are operating in the
DMP area, he said. He however
admitted that they do not have
accuratedata.

Sources said over 300 compa-
nies with about 2 lakh security
personnel are operating across the
country.

Hannan bail
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The High Court on November 22
granted bail to Hannan Shah in
connection with a case relating to
violating the Emergency Powers
Rules and assaulting Saifur-led
BNP leader Lt Gen (retd)
Mahbubur Rahman on November
7.

Hannan Shah was arrested in
connection with the case on
November 7.

Barrister Rafique-ul Huq stood
for Hannan Shah while Deputy
Attorney General Syed Haider Al
for the government.

Hamidur
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embraced martyrdom during a
fighting against the Pakistani
occupation forces in a frontier area
of Sylheton October 28, 1971.

The Birshrestha's body will be
brought to Comilla by road through
Bibirbazar frontier on December
10.

An army vehicle, carrying the
remains, will leave Comilla
Cantonment for the capital at
6:00am on December 11.The
remains will be taken to Dhaka
Cantonment in a motorcade from
Jatrabari and then to Natienal
Parade Square at Sher-e-Bangla

Naiar.

t the parade square, President
lajuddin Ahmed, also the supreme
commander of the armed forces,

will receive the coffin of Hamidug-

Rahman on behalf of the nation
and place wreath on it. Three chiefs
of staff and PGR will also give guard
of honour to the Liberation War
hero.

According to ISPR, the namaz-
e-jazana for Hamidur Rahman will
be held at National Parade Square
at 10:30am on December 11. Chief
Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed will
attend the state funeral.

People willing to join the janaza
have been requested to enter the
parade square through Taltala gate
of Rokeya Sarani by vehicles and
VIPgate no 9on foot.

amidur Rahman will be laid to
rest at the reserved graveyard for
freedom fighters at Mirpur with
highest state honour as well as with
due military honour.

Tarique
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secretary general of BNP, was
roduced before the court for
earing on a seven-day remand

prayer.

Investigating officer (I0) of the
case submitted the remand prayer
to the court of Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Golam
Rabbanion December 2.

ACC Assistant Director Towfiqul
Islam, 10 of the case, in the for-
warding report said Tarique needs
to be questioned in order to find
out the sources of his Tk 55 lakh
bank deposits with Banani
branches of Prime Bank and Dhaka
Bank, plots at Bashundhara and
Gazipur, and other relevant mat-
ters.

Tarique's lawyers appealed to
the court for cancellation of the
remand prayer.

The other two accused in this
case are Tarique's wife Zubaida
Rahman and mother-in-law
Igbalmand Banu.

ACC Deputy Director Zahirul
Huda filed the case with Kafrul
Police Station on September 26.
ACC accused Tarique of concealing
information on assets worth aver
Tk 4.23 crore in his June 10 wealth
statement submitted to* the anti-
corruption watchdog, and amass-
ing an estimated 4.82 crore
wealthillegally.

The BNP leader handed in his
wealth statement through jail
authorities, declartnﬁ that he,
alon* with his wife and daughter,
own'Tk 1.37 crore in assets.

Tarique was earlier remanded
for 10 days in four extortion cases.
He is accused in seven such cases
filed with Shahbagh, Gulshan and
Kafrul police stations.

The joint forces arrested him on
March 7 from his mother's canton-
mentresidence.

Land allocations
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Law Adviser Mainul Hosein.

At a briefing in his office at the
secretariat yesterday, the adviser
said the land allocations in the
Hatirjheel area for the buildings of
FBCCI (Federation for Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industries) and Hotel Hilton would
have tobecancelled.

"We are looking into various
laws. If necessary, Hotel Hilton
would be allotted land at a different
location," he said responding to a
query.

Amid a huge public outcry aver
the destruction of natural wetlands
and storm water retainers in the city,

the chief adviser to the present care-
taker government had earlier
decl that all land allocations in

the Hatirjheel and Begunbari
wetlands would becancelled.
Railway lands located inside the
preserved wetlands were hurriedly
allocated to FBCCI and Hotel Hilton
during the termof four-party alliance
government under persistent pres-
sure from then chairman of
Bangladesh Railway Authority and
communications minister barrister
tﬁ?:ﬂmm Huda, alleged sources at the
wa

Huda also allegedly violated
government rules and procedures in
allocating portions of thewedands to
anumber of CNG filling stations and
an organisation named
International Arbitration Centre.

A piece of Railway land on the
west side of Tongi Diversion Road in
Baro Moghbazar area was allocated
to Hotel Hilton, a US-based chain
hotel [Eam. The hotel's local repre-
sentative Millennium Holdings Lid
received it only for Tk 35 per square
foot, added the Railway sources.

The land allocation and the sign-
ing of the lease agreement between
Bangladesh Railway and Millennium

Hol were completed in a sur-
prisingly swift fashion -- in only six
months.

The lease agreement was signed
on October 19, only eight days before
the BNP-led four-party alliance

ent handed over power to
the caretaker government.

The government recently decided
to create two SIorm water retention
basins -- one near Sonargaon Hotel
and the other in the Hatirjheel area.

A Tk 1,474-crore rr?'ect is also
being undertaken to build a road in
the area connecting Rampura Bridge
and Panthapath.

According to a Rajuk survey, more
than 1,200 ilegal structures have
been built encroaching on the
wetlandsinthecity.

\lg.

NEWS

_70,000 complaints
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to begin scrutinising all 70,000
corruption allegations. And con-
sidéring the importance of the
allegations, enquiries and investi-
gations will be initiated,” said Col
HanifIgbal told the briefing,

The commission also decided to

form three committees, each com-
rising three members and headed
a deputy director or assistant
director, 0 conduct the scrutiny
process.

A director general or a director of
the ACC will supervise the activities
of each committee and will forward
selected allegations to the commis-
sion for initiating enquires into them.

The commission also fixed three
criterions based on which the allega-
tion would be considered as non-
eligible to belookedinto,

Thecommissionwill not take into
consideration anonymous allega-
tions, allegations which are notin the
commission's jurisdiction, and
famnily disputes and disputes over
property distribution.

If the commission did not accept
an allegation, it will inform the com-
plainantaboutitsdecision.

When asked about the filing of
case regarding the Niko deal, Igbal
said, "Today’s meeting of the com-
mission did not talk about the Niko
case."

When asked about the submis-
sion of charge sheet in the Gatco
case, the director general said,
"There are many complexities and
legal issues and one has to take a
number of steps to advance.
Evemhinlghmus: be examined care-
fully and the work of exarnination is
notfinished yet.”
CASEAGAINSTAMINUL
The ACC yesterday sued former post
and telecommunication minister
barrister Aminul Haque and his aide
Mofiz Uddin, Tanore upazila Jubo
Dal convenor, for using Tk 16.15 lakh
government money for personal
purposes, our staff correspondent in
Rajshahi reports.

Sayed Ahmad, assistant director
of Rajshahi ACC, lodged the case
under sections 409/109 of the Penal

Code and 5 (2) of Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1947 yesterday
afternoon,

The plaintiff alleged that Aminul
and Mofiz constructed a bridge on
Chanduria canal spending Tk
16,15,553 before the LGED depart-
ment approved thework plan.

The bridge was useless to locals
but it did link Mofiz's villa on the
canal.

Mofiz is in police custody but
Aminulisabsconding,
CASEAGAINSTSALIM
ACC Assistant Director Ali Akbar filed
the case accusing Salim, his wife
Amena Begum, his daughter
Shahara Salim and son Mehedi
Hasanofamassing wealthillegally.

Inthe firstinformation report, the
complainant said Salim concealed
information about his proper
worth Tk 12.38 crore in the weal
staternent submitted to the commis-
sion and he accumulated TK 62.96
croreillegally.

The case was filed under sections
26 (2) and 27 (1) of ACC Act and
Emergency Power Rules.
APPROVED CHARGE SHEETS
Of the charge sheets approved for
submission yesterday, four are
against Atikullah Khan Masud and
two are against Anwar Hossain
Manju.

Manju and his wife is to be
charge-sheeted accused in a case
filed in connection with accumulat-
ing wealth of Tk 75 illegally and
taking bribe worth Tk 1 crore.

Masud is to be charge-sheeted
accused in a case filed in connection
with accumulating wealth illegally
and getting a building design
approved illegally.

Another charge sheet will be
submitted against former chief
conservator of forest (CCF) Md
Osman Ghani in connection with
accumulating wealth worth Tk 4.97
crore beyond his known sources of
income,

Former lawmaker M Mustafa
Rashidi Suja and his wife is also to be

chargelsheeted accused in a case

filed in connection with amassing Tk
3. 73croreillegally. :

Khoka claims
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The immovable properties include
five houses, six flats and eight plots
in and outside the capital, and
2,838 decimals (28.38 acre) ofland,

Their movable properties
include two cars--a Lexus and a
Toyota--worth Tk 53.26 lakh, and
bank balance in DPS and
Protirakkha Shanchay Patra.

Khoka also showed 40 bank
accounts in the names of himself,
-his wife and daughter while there
are fixed deposit (FDR) and savings
scheme worth Tk 25lakh and Tk 15
lakh in hisson's name.

The mayor said he also owns
two firearms.

Of Khoka's houses, two are at
Gopibagh in the city, one in
Munshiganj, one three-storey
building on RK Mission Road and a
six-storey building in Gulshan.

Of the six flats in the capital, two
each were shown in the names of
Khoka's wife, daughter and son
while the eight plots in the capital
were shown in the name of his wife.

The wealth statemént showed
32 decimals of land in Munshiganj
and 1,142 decimals in Gazipur in
Khoka's name and 1,674 decimals
inGazipur in his wife's name.

Khoka also mentioned that he
has 27 bank accounts, including
joint accounts, with different
banks, his wife has 11 accounts and
hisdaughter has two.

Khoka said he and his wife own
shares worth Tk 25 lakh, have
business investment worth Tk 1,57
lakh and gold ornaments worth Tk
2.5 lakh while there is a shop at
Bashundhara City at Panthapath in
thename ofhisson.

HIS INCOMESOURCES

Khoka's sources of income men-
tioned in the wealth statement
include salaries he received as a
minister, lawmaker and the DCC
mayor during 1991-2007 and
money fromselling oneof his cars.

Other income sources include
honorarium he received as a mem-
ber of the Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE) for two terms--from 1975 to
1990 and from 1996 to 2001, the
commission he received as a busi-
nessman, business profits and the
amount he received ashouse rent.

Khoka's businesses mentioned
in the wealth statement include

Major shake-up
FROM PAGE 20

establishment ministry transferred
the DIGs, additional D1Gs and SPs
to different districts, divisions and
the police headquarters.

Of them, senior most SP Nurul
Anwar, who had lost his job during
the BNP-led four party alliance
rule, was reinstated yesterday
following alegal battle,

According to the establishment
ministry order, DIG of Rajshahi
range AKM Shahidul Haque was
transferred to Chittagong Range as
DIG, Dhaka range DIG Nazmul
Haque to Armed Police Battalion
(APBn) Dhaka as DIG, DIG of
Chirtagong range Amir Uddin to
Dhaka Range as DIG, DIG of police
headquarters Fatema Begum o
Special Branch (5B), Dhaka as DIG,
Director of National Security
Intelligence Mokhlesur Rahman
was posted as the DIG of Rajshahi
range, Commissioner of Khulna
Metropolitan Police (KMP)
Mohammad Nazibur Rahman was
transferred to NSlas adirector.

importing salt through Brothers
United since 1975, installation of
deep tube well under a Bangladesh
Krishi Unnayan Corporation pro-
ject, and businesses with different
organisations including the T&T
and ICDDR,B.

Khokatopped the list of 11 high-
profile graft suspects who were
served with ACC notices on
October 18 asking them 1o submit
wealth statements in a week. The
11 are among 35 graft suspects on
the ACC's fourth list published on
October 4. Earlier, the ACC had
listed 142 people as graft suspects
inthree phases.

Former finance minister M
Saifur Rahman's son Shafiur
Rahman Babu and former care-
taker government adviser Justice M
Fazlul Hug, who were among the
11, submitted their wealth state-
mentsin the stipulated time.

Khoka and eight others sought
further time for submitting their
statements.

Awami League (AL) Presidium
MemberTofail Ahmed, former BNP
state minister Maj (retd) Kamrul
Islam, former communications
secretary Rezaul Hayat, building
inspector and Rajuk CBA President
Amir Khasru, and former AL law-
maker AKM Rahmat Ullah submit-
ted their wealth statements on
Wednesday.

6th Wage Board
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"The 6th Wage Board submitted its
recommendations to the govern-
ment and in the light of those, the
government has approved the final
recommendations.”

The Ministry of Infermation has
sent the recommendations to the
BG Press for a Gazette Notification.

The 13-member Wage Board
was constituted in 2005 with a
retired judge of the Appellate
Division as its chairman, -

DGFI car torched
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Sajal and Dr Sabbir Sattar Tapu of
Geology and Mining department,
Sadekul Islam, deputy chief infor-
mation officer of RU, and Ataur
Rahman, driver of former RU vice
chancellor Faisul Islam Faruki
before the court. They were
returned to jail custody following
the decision.

Ten other accused, mostly
students, are still absconding. They
are Bangladesh Chhatra League RU
unit secretary Ayenuddin, Dipayan
Sarkar, Mizanur Rahman Mithu,
Sardar Ayaz, SM Fakrul Islam
Raihan, Abu Sayem, Shamim
Ahmed, Kazi A Latif, Sakhawat
Hossain and Aziz Bin Kamal.

Shawkat Ali, assistant director
of Rajshahi Directorate General of
Forces Intelligence (DGFI) lodged
the case on August 23 against the
two teachers and four students for
torching a DGFI vehicle and
assaulting officials and employees
of the intelligence organisation
during the August 22 violence on
RU campus. .

On September 1, Sub Inspector
Mukhtar Hossain implicated six
more students and two RU staff in
the case.

The plaindff in the case state-
ment alleged thar the two teachers
ordered the students over cellular
phone to set fire to the vehicle he
was in and they abetted the rowdy
students,

US ends
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American warships USS Kearsarge
and USS Tarawa, anchored off the
coast of the Bay of Bengal, have
conducted the "Operation Sea
Angel-11" emergency relief opera-
tion in two phases since November
23,

Bangladesh Army Chief General
Moeen U. Ahmed, in a valedictory
speech on board the USS Tarawa,
said the military relief operation
had come to an end and ship
Tarawa would "leave soon”,
accordingtoanAPreport.

US Charge d' Affaires Geeta Pasi
said civilian aid agencies, including
USAID, will go on with relief efforts
inthe affected areas.

Amy Hart Vrampas, director of
the American Center, told the news
agency yesterday evening that the
United States ended its emergency
reliefoperation.

"The US military operation has
been transformed into a long-term
civil operation for reconstruction
and rehabilitation through
USAID," she said about the rather
abruptexit of the US naval ships.

Meanwhile, helicopters from
the USS Tarawa, which took over
from the amphibious assault ship
USS Kearsarge on November 3,
made final sorties yesterday, drop-
ping food, water and medicine,
said Capt John Beal. The operation
involved afleet of 20 helicopters.

The American press agency AP
said the US military has delivered
more than 113,000 kilograms of
food and medicines and 54,000
litres of drinking water., The US
ships' medical teams also treated
2,355 peaple, the officials said.

School of poison
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it was her duty to report to us about
the school but she did not. Today, 1
also had a meeting with ATEOs of
Dhaka and told them to be careful
about the matters,” said Delwar
Hossain, district primary educa-
tion officer (DPEQ), yesterday.

When asked why did they not
take any action to stop the pollu-
tion, hesaid, "l only can do transfer
as punishment. The education
ministry could write to the ministry
of environment to take necessary
steps to stop the pollution.”

Locals said during the last 10
years a number of heavy mills
including steel re-rolling mills and
textile mills have been established
just around the Bakchar Primary
School, established in 1964,

During the visit to the school, it
was seen that some boys were
playing cricket on the school pre-
mises and a number of girls from

the same schools were watching
b |

thematch in the smog.

Since the final examination of
the academic year was over, there
were no classes yesterday but some
students were having special
coaching wearing masks in the
classrooms on the first floor of the
school building.

The students said they were still
suffering from the smog. "I know
this is not good," said Rafiq, a class
four student who was playing
cricket.

This time the teachers of the
school were not willing to talk to
this correspondent about the
pollution. One of them even
requested this correspondent not
towrite anything aboutit,

"You do not need to write any-
thing about the issue again, Last
time when you wrote the story,
officials from the ministry came to
visit our school,” said a teacher
requesting anonymity.

When this correspondent vis-
ited the school the previous time,
the teachers alleged that some-
times they could not even see the
students inside the classroom as
the smog enters the room when the
steel mill nearby firesits boilers.

They also complained about the
health hazards and decreasing
number of students in the school.

This correspondent could not
talk to Neyamatullah Bhuiyan, the
director of the department of
environment, Dhaka division,
about the issue as he was on sick
leave.

Extortionists
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The incident occurred art the Sony
Garments factory after the owner
allegedly refused to pay the extor-
tionists Tk 5 lakh they had been
demanding from him.

Workers at the factory said three
members of alocal extortionist gang,
known as Ruzon Group, stormed the
factory at around 2:30pm yesterday.
Two others remained on guard
outside the factory, housed on the
ground floor ofa six-storey building,

They demanded to know the
whereabouts of the factory owner
Siddiqur Rahman.

“The moment one of the factory
workers said we do not know where
the owner was,; one of the extortion-
ists took out a firearm and started
firing at us,” an eyewitness rold The
Daily Star. They fired four shots,
killingYusufand injuringMizanur.

Mizanur was later admitted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital.
Both Yusuf and Mizanur hail from
Mehediganj in Barisal.

As panic spread, other factory
workers dived for safety. The gang
then fired two blank shots in the air
andfled.

Relatives of the factory owner said
Ruzon Group had been demanding
Tk 5 lakh in toll from Siddiqur
Rahman for some tme, which he
refused 1o pay. They had earlier
informed him that they would come
tocollectthetoll vesterday.

Noone was arrested in this regard
till yesterday evening.

Police refuse
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file a sedition case and, if filed, itis
the government's responsibility to
take the nextsteps.

"It's unfortunate if the govern-
ment makes any excuse on the
issue," Malik said referring to the
sedition case.

On receiving the sedition case
against Jamaat Secretary General
Ali Ahsan Mohammad Mojaheed,
Assistant Secretary General Abdul
Quader Mollah and ex-chairman of
Islami Bank Shah Md Abdul
Hannan for their anti-liberation
activities, the court ordered the
Tejgaon OCto registeritasaregular
case,

Metropolitan Magistrate
Mohammad Emran Hossain
Chowdhury also directed the OC to
submit a report after proper inves-
tigation into the matter.

The police received the case file
around 11:30pm on Wednesday,
sources in the station said. The
police officer immediately con-
sulted his higher authorities and
sent a report to the court citing
theirlimitations.

Senior police officials said it was
not clear to them how the magis-
trate passed the order to register
the sedition case as a regular one
without prior government sanc-
tion.

Contacted by The Daily Star, OC
Lutfar Rahman said he had sent a
report to the court citing their

US mall rampage
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The Omaha World Herald newspa-
r reported that Hawkins had also
een fired from his job at a
McDonald's, and wasarrested Friday
for being a minor in possession of
alcohol -- the legal drinking agein the
United Statesis 21.

The newspaper said he had been
sent to jail for seven days in 2005 on
chnr?es ofdisorderly conduct.

The Sarpr County Sheriff's
Department, located just south of
Omahain Papillion, told KETV televi-
sion that Hawkins' mother walked
into its office shortly after the shoot-
ing with a note that "could be inter-
preted as suicidal.”

The sheriff's office and Omaha
police could not be immediately
reached forcomment.

Employees and shoppers at the
Mall panicked after hearing dozens
of assault rifle shots boom around
themall.

"People were freaking,” an
employee at Whitchall jewelers, who
refused to give her name, told AFP by
telephone,

Shoppers and workers described

laterrifyingscene,

"W heard about 35, 40 shors, and
O Our '.‘\':]‘r' wie ll||l S0e dmeane
down by the escalator, bleeding”
witness Jennifer Cramer told KETV.

Dhaka asks
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of Birshrestha Hamidur Rahman
fromTripura to Bangladesh.

Pranab and Iftekhar discussed
strengthening of economic ties
including the lifting of non-tariff
barriers and increased market
access of Bangladeshi products to
Indian market

The underscored the impor-
tance of climate change and the
need for a strong Saarc declaration
onthesubject.

The Indian external affairs
minister thanked the adviser for
warm receptions he had received
from him and the Bangladesh
government during his recent visit
to Dhaka, according to a news
release from New Del Ei.

Iftekhar arrived in New Delhi
yesterday to lead the Bangladesh
delegation to the Saarc Council of
Ministers' meeting,

Gen Moeen
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instead of loan-based for their
welfare. “We will stand by you and
provide service as long as you
need,” he said.

Addressing the inauguration of
rice rationing through VGF card at
Gabtala village in Sharankhola
upazila, General Moeen said that
necessary steps would be taken for
proper rehabilitation of those
affected by storm.

He announced that steps would
be taken for buying boats and nets,
as people of the fishing communi-
ties along the coastlost their means
oflivelihood.

“Already one-crore taka has
been given for helping the victims
buy boats and fishing-nets. All
those affected by the Sidr would be
given VGF card. The Army will
stand by you until all of you get
settled in  normal life,” the army
chief told his audience.

Brac to write off
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battered southern region until
March.

Moreover, it will continue dis-
bursing loans to the affected bor-
rowers with a view to generate
economic activities.

Brac has employed about 2,500
staff for distributing relief materials in
the affected areas and undertaken
rehabilitation programme in different
sectors inclu agriculture, fisher-
ies and livestock. It raised Tk 40 crore
forrehabilitation in the first phase and
has a plan to raise further Tk 200 crore
forlong-term rehabilitation.

Relief items including rice, lentl
and biscuits worth over Tk 12 crore
were distributed among 1,84,000
households till yesterday. Besides,
cash grants of Tk 3 crore have been
disbursed.

Besides, 13 medical teams
assigned by the NGO have treated
18,520 patients in the affected areas.
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limitations on l’&'s_terlng the
sedition case. :

"Without prior sanction of the
government, the case can't be
registered,” he said.

Law Adviser Mainul yesterday
talked to reporters about the issue
athis ministry and eited the limita-
tions that an individual cannot file
asedition case.

“Police will investigate the case
since it has been filed. Bangladesh
has been belittled through this
case. Leave the matter to us. These
are complicated matters,” he said.

In response to a query over the
long due trial of the war criminals,
he posed a counter question: "Why
this matter had not been settled in
the last 36 years? Ask those who
were in power." .

Mainul said the caretaker gov-
ernment did not come to do poli-
tics, but to accomplish a desig-
nated task. "Our target has been set
and we'll do our job. We'll do what-
ever necessary for democracy.”

Amidst growing demand for
punishing the war criminals, Chief
Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed has
already said his government will
welcome if any case is filed to that
end.

2 killed in
Cox's Bazar
gunfight

UNB, Cox's Bazar

Two people were reported killed
and 30 others, including four
women, injured in a gunfight
between two rival groups in
Kalarmarfora area of Moheskhali
Island yesterday.

Locals said the clash erupted
between the supporters of Awami
League-backed Syed Noor Bahini
and BNP-backed Ziaur Rahman
Bahini at about 10:00am when the
latter started damaging property,
including betel-leafgarden, of their
rivals,

They said both sides traded over
100 gunshots during the clash that
continued until 2:00pm in “the
remote Kalarmarfora area, around
40-km from Moheskhali Police
Station.

Cox's Bazar police superinten-
dent confirmed the death of a
villager named Abdul Gafur, 22, son
of Abul Kashem of Mohammad
Shah Ghonavillagein the upazila,

Villagers, however, claimed that
another person named Osman
Gani, 20, son of Moktar Ahmed of.
Navaparavillage, succumbed to his
injuries on way to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital (CMCH).

However, police could not
confirm the death of Osman,

Illegal VoIP
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that Grameenphone had also
concealed information.

He said they started the opera-
tion at different buildings in
Gulshan where Grameenphone is
housed. "It could be morning

before the
search is cornplete,” he said.

A representative of Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) accompanied
the Rab personnel during the raid.

In October, BTRC found
Grameenphone's illegal VolP
operation at its Moghbazar office
inthe capital during adrive. It fined
Grameenphone Tk168.40 crore for
illegal VoIP business.

US under pressure
FROM PAGE 20

Washington's isolation in Bali has
increased following Australia's
announcement Monday that it has
reversed its opposition to the Kyoto
pact and started the ratification
process winning applause at the
conference's opening session. That
left the US as the only industrialised
nationtooppose the agreement.

The US Senate action cheered
environmentalists and others in Bali
clamouring for dramatic action to
stop global warming. UN climate
chief Yvo de Boer led off his daily
briefing Thursday by hailing the
"encouraging sign” from the United
States,

"This is a very welcome develop-
meint," Alden Meyer of the Union of
Concerned Scientists said of the
Senate measure. "It shows the
increasing isolation of the Bush
administration in terms of US policy
onthisissue.”

David Waskow, of the Oxfam
humanitarian agency, said the
Senate legislation was a positive
signal to developing nations and
others in Bali that America may be
ready to assume a more active rolein
battlingclimate change.

India tests
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modified version of the surface-to-
surface Prithvi-1 (earth-1) missile,
said a defence official who spoke
on condition of anonymiry.

“The test was successful,” said
another defence official associated
with thetest.

The weapons were fired from
the Chandipur-on-Sea and
Wheeler Island testing sites in
eastern Orissa state,

More than 5,000 people were
evacuated from the Chandipur-on-
Sea launch site ahead of test,
officials said.

The AAD is a new interceptor
missile developed by India’s Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO).



