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Establish democratic state
to ensure gender equality

Speakers say at seminar

DU CORRESPONDENT

The rights of women and gender
equality will not be ensured with-
out the establishment of an ideal
democratic state, speakers said ata
seminaryesterday.

They said a democratic state,
which ensures the welfare of its
people can also ensure and pre-
serve the rights of women and a
saciety freefrom gender biasness.

Contributions of women to the
society and national development
are hardly found, as history is
written from patriarchal point of
view.

The speakers were addressing a
seminar titled 'Pritilata Waddedar
Memorial Lectures' at Dhaka
- University (DU) Senate Building,

The Department of Women and
Gender Studies (DWGS) of Dhaka
University (DU) organised the
seminar to mark the 75th anniver-
sary of death of Pritilata Waddedar,
ananti-Britishrevolutionary.

Chaired by Prof Dr Serajul Islam
Chowdhury, the seminar was

PHOTO: STAR

Prof Uttara Chakravarti addresses a seminar titled 'Pritilata Waddedar
Memorial Lectures' at Dhaka University (DU) Senate Building yesterday.

addressed by DU Vice Chancellor
Prof SMA Faiz, Prof Dr Syed Anwar
Hossain of the History department,
Uttara Chakravarti, former profes-
sor of Bethun College of Kolkata

and one of the friends of Pritilata,
and Mrittika Sahita, a lecturer at
the history department, DU, and
DWGS Chair Ayesha Banu.
"Pritilata, through her anti-

L]

imperialism revolution, stands
against the patriarchal social sys-
tem, " said Proflslam.

Prof Syed Anwar Hossain said
there is no state recognition to
Pritilata, since the state she dreamt
ofis yetto be established.

Pritilata Waddedar committed

- suicide by swallowing potassium

cyanide on an assignment to
launch attack on the Pahartali
European Club on September 23,
in1932,

Born in Chittagong in 1911, she
was a meritorious student from
Khastagir Girls' High School in
Chittagong and passed the matric-
ulation examination in the first
division in 1927.

In early 1930s, Pritilata joined
Mastarda Surya Sen's armed resis-
tance movement. :

In 1932, Surya Sen planned an
attack on the Pahartali European
Club, which bore the words 'Dogs
and Indians not allowed'. He
assigned Pritilata to lead a team
that would attack the Club on
September 23,in 1932,
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Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed speaks at the inaugural ceremony of ‘Mission 2011: Building a sustainable information and knowledge system for the poor
and the marginalised' at Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference Centre in the city yesterday. (Story on Page 1)
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Scholarships for
handicapped
DU students

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka University 69 Batch, aplatform
of the former students of Dhaka
University (DU), formally distributed
scholarships among handicapped
studentsofthe university yesterday.

A male student of the Department
of Law and a female student of the
Institute of Education and Research
(IER) received Tk 10,000 each to
continue theirstudies smoothly.

Vice Chancellor Prof SMA Faiz
handed over the scholarships among
the students as chief guest while

‘Bangladesh Bank Governor Dr
Salehuddin Ahmed spoke as special
guest at the function at Centre for
Excellence of the university.

“It is not right that the quality of
education of the university collapsed
over the previous years,” Faiz told the
former students of theuniversity.

“Even at the present stage DU is
considered as a very prestigious
university by other universities and
institutes of the world,” he added.

He, however, admitted that the num-
berofresearchesconducted in the univer-
sity was very handful and he blarmed fund
constraints for thissituation.

Governor Salehuddin Ahmed
thanked the initiatives for givingaway
scholarships saying it would help the
handicapped students to run their
studies smoothly.

Maintain congenial
atmosphere

President tells Sust convocation

BSS, Sylhet

President lajuddin Ahmed.yesterday
termed the universities 'centre of
excellence’ and urged all concerned
to ensure a congenial academic
atmosphere on the campus for the
greaterinterestof the nation.

He advised the teachers, students
and others to refrain from creating any
situation in the name of exercising
freedom of opinions that could harm
the academic activities in educational
institutions.

He was addressing the 2nd
Convocation of Shahjalal University of
Scienceand Technology (Sust inSylhet.

Iajuddin said everyone on the

campus has the right to hold different
opinions, but no one should create
such a situation that hinders aca-
demicactivities.

He said the role of teachers is the
most important factor in maintaining
a favourable academic atmosphere
onthecampus.

The first vice- (hanu.llur of the
university Prof Dr Sadruddin Ahmed
Chowdhury addressed the functionas
convocation speaker.

Vice-chancellor Prof Dr M Aminul
Islam and Treasurer Prof Mohammad
Shamsul Huda also spoke on the

occasion,

Responding to various problems,
the president asked the ministries
concened to take necessary steps to
expand accommodation and trans-
port facilides of the students and
recruit new teachers to hasten aca-
demicactivities.

Later, he visited mazars of Hazrat
Shahjalal (R) and Hazrat Shah Paran
(R)andoffered fateha there,

DU 'Ka' unit
admission
test today

DU CORRESPONDENT

Admission test of Ka Unit (science
faculty) at Dhaka University for the first
year honours courses for the sessions
2007-2008 willbe held today.

This year 27,908 applicants will vie
for 1300 seats in various departments
under the faculty, which means 21
applicants will fight fora sear.

The admission tests of Kha Unit
(social science and arts faculties) and
Gha Unit {combined) will be held on
January 11 and 4 respectively.
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Anti-corruption
cartoon
exhibition
begins today

An‘anti-corruption cartoon exhibi-
tion organised by the Transparency
International Bangladesh (TIB)
beginsin the citytoday.

Anti-Corruption Commission
Chairman Lt Gen (retd) Hasan
Mashhud Chowdhury will inaugu-
rate the five-day exhibition at Drik
Gallery, saysa pressrelease.

British Deputy High
Commissioner to Bangladesh
Duncan Norman and artist Prof
Rafiqunnabi will be present on the
occasion.

The exhibition will remain open
to all till Decermnber 11 from 3:00pm
o 8:00pmeveryday.

15,236 MT
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[talian wheat
for VGF
programme

Italian Development Cooperation
has procured wheat worth 2 million
euro as per the deal signed between
the Government of Italy and
Bangladesh government on June 20,
saysapressrelease.

The Vessel Ocean Friend moored
at Grain Silo Jetty in Chittagong Port
yesterday while the 5236 MT of
wheat donated by the Italian
Government will be unloaded today.

The wheat will be distributed
among the poor people on the line of
Vulnerable Group Feeding (VGF)
programme.

A brief ceremony for the consign-
ment of the food aid between the
representative of the ltalian Embassy
in Dhaka and the representative of
the Ministry of Food and Disaster
Management will take place at the
Grain Silo Jettyat 11:00am today.

Govt to build improved infrastruc-ture
in cyclone-hit areas: CA

UNB, Dhaka

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
yesterday said the government
would carry out its efforts to build
improved infrastructures *in the
cyclone-battered southwestern
region under its long-term
programme with domestic and
foreign cooperation.

The CA expresse :d the view when
he received donations for the Chief
Adviser's Relief and Welfare Fund
from individuals and organisations
at his office in the city in a continued
flow of aid for disaster victims. He
told them that an additional amount
of Tk 50 crore from the CA's Relief
Fund would be sent to affected areas,
which would be mainly used for

houserebuilding.

Earlier, Tk 60 crore was dis-
bursed from the Fund. “"House
rebuilding would help the cyclone-
distressed people resume eco-
nomic activities, and the main
objective of the relief and rehabili-
tation operations is to help them
restart their livelihood as quickly as
possible,” the head of the caretaker
government told his audience.

Those who donated yesterday
and were present included former
minister Habibullah Khan, former
ambassador M Mizanur Rahman,
former secretary Dr M Ayubur
Rahman, President of Uttara Sector-
3 Welfare Association MajGen (Retd)
M Abdul Latif, NBR Chairman Abdul
Mazid, Chairman of Bangladesh

Steel and Engineering Corporation
Md Abu Jafar and Principal of
Chittagong Medical College Prof Dr
MAWahab Chowdury.

Others included President of TV
Producers Association of
Bangladesh Mamunur Rashid,
Chairman of the University of Asia
ane the Pacific A A Moniruzzaman,
Vice-chancellor of Ahsanullah
Science and Technology University
Prof Dr M Anwar Hossain, Vice-
chancellor of Asian University of
Bangladesh Prof Dr Abul Hasan M
Sadeq, Principal of Nur Mia Degree
College at Chowddhagram in
Comilla Md Monirul Islam,
Headmaster of Dhanmondi
Government Boys High School
Monzur Ahmed, Headmaster of

Mostafa Kamal High School at
Chowddhagram in Comilla
Mohammad Mahbubul Hugq,
Chairman of Meghna Group of
Industries Mostafa Kamal, Managing
Director of H S Enterprise Ltd
Mahbub Siddique, Manager of
Nestle Bangladesh Ltd Mirza
Golam Hossain, on behalf of
Bangladesh Association in Florida
Mohammad Ferdous; Principal of
South Point School and College
Begum Hamida Ali, President of
Bangladesh Auto Biscuits and
Bread Manufacturers Association
Md Shafiqur Rahman Bhuiyan and
Convener of Bashundhara
Shopping Mall Shop Owners
Association M AHannan Azad.
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2nd loan deal signed
with Kuwait Fund

UNB, Dhaka

A second loan agreement for
Kuwaiti Dinar 40 lakh for financ-
ing the ongoing Greater
Chittagong Power Transmission
and Distribution Development
Project (Phase-III) was signed
yesterday with Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic Development
(KFAED).

KFAED deputy director gen-
eral for Investment Ghanem
Sulaiman Al-Ghenaiman and
ERD Secretary Aminul Islam
Bhuiyan signed the deal worth
approximately 13 million US
dollar from their respective side.

The Kuwait Fund. of the gulf
country has been involved as a
development partner of
Bangladesh for over three
decades now.

During this period, it has
provided soft loan worth 419.15
million US dollar for 17 develop-
ment projects, including infra-
structural development and two
grants, with a view to promoting
“socio-economic benefit of the
people of Bangladesh”, said a
news release,

The loans are mostly in the
three important sectors of power
and energy, road communica-
tions and agriculture.
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BNPS Executive Director Rokeya Kabir speaks at a seminar at the National Press Club in the city yesterday. On her
leftis Justice Golam Rabbani and on herright is Farah Kabir.

Reserve 33pc posts for women

Speakers urge political parties

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a seminar vyesterday
called upon the womenfolk of the
country not to vote for the political
parties that oppose the proposal of
Election Commission (EC) to reserve
33 percent postswithinaparty.

“If womenfolk decide not to
vote the political parties opposing
the EC proposal, then those parties
would probably change their
stance,” said Awami League (AL)
Presidium Member Motia
Chowdhury at the seminar,

She said ideally women should
have 50 percent representation in
the political parties.

Commenting on the represen-
tation of women in Al Motia said,
“In its presidium the proportion of
women and men is 40: 60,” adding,
"W have to improve the situation

inworking and other committees.”

The seminar titled 'Political
empowerment and advancement
of women' was organised jointly by
Bangladesh Nari Pragati Sangha
(BNPS), Institute for Environment
and Development, and  South
Asian Alliance for Poverty
Eradication at the National Press
Club in thecity.

Emphasising the need for united
movement with like-minded men
Justice Ghulam Rabbani said,

“Women did not get anything free of
cost in the past and in the coming
days also they will have to gain
everythingthrough struggle.”

Urging the women not to be
used as commodiry in this era of
commercialisation, he posed a
question, “Why a beautiful lady
would appear in the advertisement
ofatoothpaste?”

“Rather a specialist should
explain the usefulness of its ingre-
dients in the advertisement,” he
added.

Country Director of ActionAid
Farah Kabir said when women's
contribution to country's economy
is highly appreciated, only a few
people want their due representa-
tion in the political parties,

She also swressed the necessity
of creating pressure on the political
parties to include women's issues
in their election manifestoes,

BNPS Executive Director
Rokeya Kabir conducted the
programme which was also
addressed by former lawmaker
Nurul Islam Nahid, Prof Syed
Anwar Hossain and Prof Shawkat
Ara Hossain of Dhaka University
and Dr Makduma Nargis of
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad.

Installatlon
art exhibition

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Artist Mahbubur Rahman will hold
a solo exhibition of his installation
art, an alternative form of art, at the
Galleri Kaya at Uttara in the city
today.

The installation inauguration
will accompany a live performance
supported with video projection by
the artist.

The exhibition titled 'The story
of a deceased man' will remain
open for public viewing till
December 1B.

Eminent writer and founder of
Bishwa Sahitya Kendra Abdullah
Abu Sayeed will inaugurate the
exhibition, which will be artended
by eminent architect Shamsul
Wares.

USAID asst
administrator
due today

UNB, Dhaka

Assistant Administrator of the US
Agency for International
Development (USAID) Dr Kent Hill
will arrive in Dhaka today on a
three-day visit.

Dr Hill is head of the Agency's
Bureau of Global Health whose
programmes represent the com-
mitment and determination of the
US government to prevent suffer-
ing, save lives and create a brighter
future for families in the develop-
ing world.

With an annual budget of over
$1.6 billion, USAID's health
programmes are confronting
global health challenges by
improving the quality, availability
and use of essential health services.

Dr Hill will visit some major
USAID health projects in Tongiand

Bhaluka, including a Smilin,
Sun Health Clinic, the Socia
Marketing

Company (SMC) oral
rehydration salts factory, SMC Blue
Star Pharmacy as well as the
Bangladesh HIV/AIDS programme
inthecity.

"As part of USAID's effort to
improve the overall health condi-
tion of the Bangladeshi people,
USAID will provide $173 million
over the next five years to fund
programmes,
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Regular MBA
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0O Finance

0 Marketing

O Operations Management

O Human Resource Management (HRM)
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Management Information System (MIS)
Total Credit Hour 60

Agribusiness MBA
Designed and Initiated by
University of Wisconsin-Madison, LISA

#&  Total Credit Hour 55

Execulive MBA
®  Total Credit Hour 36

Admission Information Office

MBA Program Office (12 pm to 8 pm|

Phone: 8820865 9890804, 9894641, Ext. 555
E-mail: info@aiub.edu
Web: www.alub.edu

House B3/8, Road 4, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka 1213
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House 58/B, Road 21, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka 1213

WHERE

ATUB
MBA
PROGRAM

ADMISSION

SpringSemester

School Year 2007-2008
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heme and abroad
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