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Army chief seeks
president's
support in
discharging
duties

UNB, Dhaka

Chiief of Army Staff General Moeen
U Ahmed made a courtesy call on
President Jajuddin Ahmed at
Bangabhaban vesterday and dis-
cussed various matters of the force,
including the ongoing relief activi-
ties for the cyclone-stricken people.

A release from the president
house said the army chief apprised
the president, also the Supreme
Commander of Armed Forces, of.
the ongaing relief operations and
rehabilitation activities in the
cyclone-hit areas by the
Bangladesh Army.

General Moeen also informed
the president about various issues
relating to the army.

" "He sought continuous support
and cooperation from the presi-
dent and supreme commander of
the Armed Forces in discharging
hisduties,” said the release.

lajuddin gave General Moeen
assured him of all cooperation.

The president thanked army for
their wholehearted and sincere
cooperation and active participation
in helping and rescuing the cyclone-
hitpeopleinthe coastal belt.

He also thanked the Bangladesh
Navy, Bangladesh Air Force, civil
administration and all concerned
who are engaged in rehabilitation
and relief activities in the cyclone-
affected areas.

Military Secretary to the
President Major General M Aminul
Karim and Press Secretary Abdul
Awal Howlader were presenton the
occasion,

St Gregory's
High School to
celebrate 125th
anniversary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

St. Gregory's High School, one of
the oldest and renowned schools in
the country, will celebrate its 125th
founding anniversary with a two-
day programme beginning
December 13.

The new building of the school
will also’ be inaugurated on the
occasion, the organisers said at a
“-press conference at the National
Press Club.,

The school authorities will also
take out a colourful procession at

B:00am omorrow from the schonl |

premises at Luxmibazar in the city
to mark the founding anniversary.
The procession will end at the
National Press Club.

Eminent lawyer Dr Kamal
Hossain, an alumnus of the institu-
tion, will inaugurate the two-day
celebrations on the school pre-
mises in the city on December 13.

Foreign Adviser Dr Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury, former presi-
dent AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Vice-Chancellor of
Brac University Dr Jamilur Reza
Choudhury, Editor and Publisher
of The Daily Star Mahfuz Anam,
National Press Club President
Shawkat Mahmud and writer and
journalist Shahriar Kabir -- all
former students of the school -- are
expected to attend the anniversary
programmes.

Sports and games, cultural
functions and a fair will also be held
onthe firstday.

AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury
will inaugurate the new building of
the school at5:30pm on the day.

Foreign Adviser Dr Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury will address
the closing session on December
14 as the chief guest.

The Daily Star, Channel i and
Radio Today are the media partners
of the event.

Brother Robi Purification, head-
master of the school, and AKM
Shamsul Azam, co-chairman of the
anniversary organising committee,
were presentat thepress briefing.

Sherpur health
complex doctor

held in rape case
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Sherpur police arrested a medical
officer of Sherpur Upazila Health
Complex on Tuesday evening for his
alleged involvementin a rape case.

Police said Dr Shahadat Hossain
Arun, 28, son of Ebarat Ali, raped a
nine-year-old girl who used 1o
work as a domestic help at his
residence on November 28,

When the girl fell sick following
the incident, Arun sent the girl back
to her residence after providing
some treatment atthe hospital,

Butwhen the condition of the girl
deteriorated on Tuesday afternoon,
she told her parents about the inci-
dent. Her parents rushed her to
Dhunat Upazila Health Complex.

On information, Officer-in-
Charge (OC) of Dhunat Police
Station (PS) informed the matter to
SherpurPS,

Arun was arrested that evening
and wassent to jail yesterday morn-
ing.

However, Arun denled the
allegation and said that the case is
ill-motivated. :

Meanwhile, there is a rumour
that the case could be settled down
in exchange formoney.

PHOTO: STAR

Bangladesh Mahila Parishad General Secretary Ayesha Khanam addresses
a workshop at the Cirdap auditorium in the city yesterday. On her right is
Justice KM Sobhan and her left is Bela Nabi.

TECHNICAL GLITCHES

Hajj pilgrims suffer
as Biman flight
delayed for 21 hrs

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

About 200 Hajj pilgrims finally left
for Jeddah by a Biman flight last
night after remaining stranded at
Chittagong Shah Amanat
International Airport for abou: 21
hours, sources said.

Biman sources said technical
glitches in its aircraft are respo si-
ble for the delay of the flight, cz us-
ing suffering to the Hajj pilgrims
and other passengers bound for
Jeddah.

Biman Bangladesh Airlines, the
national flag carrier, was g&lso
forced to cancel its Kathmandu-
bound flight yesterday due to
similar reasons.

Meanwhile, Biman has so far got
only two slots (prescribed timing
for arriving and departure of
flights) although it applied for 12
slots to facilitate ferrying of Hajj

pilgrims.

Biman has so far ferried 26,349
Hajj pilgrims, out of about 43,000
pilgrims.

"The Jeddah-bound BG-037
was scheduled to depart from
Chittagong airport at 10:30pm on
Tuesday, but technical glitches
caused the delay," said a Biman
official.

The Dhaka-Chittagong-Jeddah
flight left Zia International Airport
for Chittagong at around 5:00pm
and then left Chittagong airport
with the Hajj pilgrims on board at
around 7:30pm, he added.

He also said the civil aviation
authority of Saudi Arabia has so far
granted only two slots to Biman
against its requirement of 12 slots
to ferry Hajj pilgrims.

"We are trying to get more extra
slots from Saudi civil aviation
authority,” headded.
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Brother Robi Purification, headmaster of St. Gregory's High School, speaks
atapress conference at the National Press Club in the city yesterday. On his
right are AKM Shamsul Azam and Shahidullah Azim and on his left are
Brother Chandan Gomes and Nilctpal Sarkar.

Efficient management in
power sector underscored

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Capacity of any power plant could
be increased up to ten percent
through efficient power genera-
tion and distribution, speakers at
aworkshop said yesterday.

Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) organ-
ised the workshop titded 'Total
Quality Management of Power
Sector of Bangladesh' in the city's
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre.

The workshop aimed at helping
Bangladesh Power Development
Board in achieving quality assurance
in power generation, distribution
and efficient workload manaje-
ment.

Secretary for Power Dr Faosul
Kabir Khan, Japanese Ambassaclor
in Bangladesh Masayuki Inoue
and Resident Representative of
JICA Bangladesh Office Nobuko
Suzuki Kayashima were present

Japan International
Cooperation Agency have been

implementing Total Quality
Management (TQM) praject since
2006, the organisers said.

It also aims at decreasing
unscheduled shutdowns, sufficient
utilisation of installed capacity,
reduction of system loss and
increase in sales/revenue, they
added.

Speaking at the programme, Dr
Faozul Kabir Khan appreciated
Japanese assistance in different
sectors and stressed faster imple-
mentation of foreign develop-
ment projects in Bangladesh.

Nobuko Suzuki Kayashima
urged the authorities of the power
sector to take prompt initiatives to
enjoy the fruit of good and effi-
cient management foralong time.

Mentioning the huge gap
between demand and supply in
power generation in Bangladesh,
Masayuki Inoue underscored the
need for addressing both policy
side and technical side in order to
solve the critical power demand-

supply gap.
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Fall in temperature likely

Chuadanga.

tomorrow.

Weather may remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over the
country in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Night temperature may fall by 1-2 degree Celsius over the coun-
try during the period, Met Office said.

Highest temperature 29.6 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
day at Cox's Bazar and lowest 13.7 degrees Celsius at Rajshahi and |,

The sun sets in the capital at 5:11pm today and rises at 6:28am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin

in celsius percentage

Max Min Morning  Evening
Dhaka 26.3 17.3 83 67
Chittagong 275 18.4 83 73
Rajshahi 27.1 13.7 86 78
Khulna 26.4 16.3 87 76
Barisal 27.5 16.5 91 86
Sylhet 27.0 16.0 75 74
Cox's Bazar 29.6 18.8 77 74

CNG AUTORICKSHAW
1 O-day CMP
ultimatum

to owners,
drivers

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong

The traffic department of
Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP) yesterday issued a ten-day
ultimatum for insiullation and
repair of meters in every CNG-run
autorickshaw plying the streets in
the port city.

Deputy Commissioner (traffic)
Mohammad Ali in a meeting said
no CNG-run autorickshaws would
be allowed to ply the city streets
without meters from December 16.
Law enforcers would take stern
action against the drivers and
owners who will fail to comply with
therules.

The announcement came from
a meeting of the CMP Traffic
department with deputy commis-
sioner (traffic) in the chair.

Representatives from CNG |

autorickshaw drivers, owners,
commuters, journalists and
Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA) attended the
meeting,

The meeting also decided to
provide a price-chart, as per the
adjusted price structure made by
the government earlier in a gazette
published on May 27, for the driv-
ers who could not change the
softwarein their existing meters,

Leaders of the owners' associa-
tion urged the BRTA authorities to
take steps to ensure the availability
of meters and required parts in the
market.

BRTA allowed only ten compa
nies to sell and install meters in
Chittagong but most of them are
not running their business now,
they alleged.

General secretary of Chittagong
Autorickshaw Drivers' Association
Md Nazrul Islam Sarker alleged that
most of the owners compel the
drivers to pay Tk 500 to Tk 800
violating the rule.

Due to such exorbitant daily
payments realised by the owners,
the drivers have no other way but to
force the passengers pay extra fair
without using the meters, Nazrul
added.

DC {traffic) Mohammad Ali at
the meeting urged the owners to
take Tk 450 as daily payments from
the drivers according to the gov-
ernment guideline in this regard.

BRTA Assistant Director Sheikh
Ataullah Chowdhury, Chittagong
Press Club General Secretary Ejaz
Eusooli, DrMoinul Islam Mahmud,
Engineer Subhas Barua, Assistant
Commissioner {(AC) (traffic)
Tofayel Ahmed Miah and leaders of
the owners association Delwar
Hossain and Abul Bashar Mia were
present at the meeting,

Proshika
distributes
relief

Proshika, one of the largest NGOs
of the country, distributed relief
among 1000 families who were the
victims of devastating fire recently
broke out at Rayer Bazar slum, says
apress release.

Each family receives six kgs of
rice, one kg of lentil and one kg of
salt, Besides, Tk 500 was distrib-
uted to each of the 44 Proshika-
facilitated group members.

Qazi Khaze Alam and Mahbub
Alam, directors of Proshika, jointly
inaugurated the distribution
programme. Rayer Bazar High
School managing committee
member Nurul Hoque Nuru and
other Proshika officials were also
present on the occasion.

Arshad new
ME of Ittefaq

Arshad Hosein has recently joined
as the managing editor of the daily
Ittefaq, says a pressrelease.

He is the grandson of the
founder of the daily Ittefaq Tofazzal
Hossain Manik Mia and youngest
son of Law and Information
Adviser Mainul Hosein.

Girl child die in
Pabna road crash

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A girl child was killed when a
speedy truck rammed her- on
Pabna-Kustia highway at Pakshey
village on Tuesday noon.

Sources said the truck hit the
unidentified child aged about &
when she was crossing the road,
leaving her dead on the spot.

Right to information act

FROM PAGE 1
consequence, the ordinary poor
citizens are benefited the most."

There should be transparencyin
poverty alleviation projects taken
up for achieving the millennium
development goals, the head of the
caretaker government observed. It
would be possible to reduce the
level of poverty if the public sector
services could be delivered to the
poorer segments of populationin a
proper manner, he noted.

“If the citizens could learn these
initiatives, their participation as
well as accountability of the gov-
ernment could be ensured. The
process of building a corruption-
free democratic society would also
be consolidated in this way."

Referring to proposals of the
Public Administration Reforms
Commission to make official infor-
mation public, Fakhruddinsaid the
government is eager to introduce
the concept of citizens' charter in
all service-providing government
organisations soon.

Speaking as the special guest,
Law Adviser Mainul said the
expected result of the right to infor-
mation act cannot be attained
without capacity building of the
government in providing informa-
tion.

"It's not possible to make the
administration competent over-

night for providing information as
required,” he abserved.

The journalists’ responsibility
will turn greater as soon as the act is
promulgated, he said, adding that
they should be prepared to use
information keeping in mind the
public interests and national secu-
rity.

"It's not enough to only know
information; rather they should
have adequate skill, political spirit
and judgement while using the
information."”

Dr Shamsul Bari in his keynote
speech said the goal of the right to
information act is to compel the
authorities to provide information
for public interest.

The Official Secrets Act was
promulgated by the British rulers
during their colonial rule as they
treated the people of this land as
theirsubjects, he added.

"We are no more subjects, we
are citizens. So, information is our
right, not need." Involvement of
people, especially the politicians
and officials, is very important and
there should be measures in this
regard, he added.

Launch of the practice for mak-
ing public-interest documents
open is very important, Dr Bari
said, adding exemptions are how-
ever listed in the draft act and must
be followed.

Advocate Sultana Kamal, for-
mer adviser to a caretaker govern-
ment, said information is power
and when power is gripped by a
certain quarter, many others are
deprived of it, which cannot go
with democracy.

Voting is only a single way of
participation in democracy, but
people need more participation for
sustainability of democracy, she
said, adding "We want to know the
government decisions and the
deals it signs [with other countries
and companies]."

In her welcome speech, MJF
Executive Director Shaheen Anam
said the right to information act,
once promulgated, will provide
opportunity for all to take part in
public affairs and ensure transpar-
ency and accountability of the
authorities' dealings with public
matters.

She regretted that the local level
people never have a chance to raise
questions on funds for develop-
ment projects and the way those
are spent,

Not only the government, but
also private seclor and NGOs
should come under the purview of
the act (draft), which is now being
reviewed by the ministries of infor-
mation and law, she observed.

Govt considers unfit bidders' striking offer

FROM PAGE 1

evaluation committee includes an
official against whom repeated
complaints of favouritism were
levelled from 2006. A number of
bidders once again raised allega-
tions against the same official and
recently sent letters to the power
ministry in this regard.

Once awarded a power contract,
the contractor must start power
generationwithin 120 days.

BIDS

The Green Power Ltd appears to be
the lowest bidder in the Ashuganj
50MW and the Bhola 30MW bids.
However, the Bhola bid also had a
competing offer from a consortium
comprising Indonesian Kalmax
Energy and local GBB. "Till the
evaluation is announced, it is hard
to say who is the lowest in Bhola,"
saidasource.

Energy Prima appears to be the
lowest bidder in Shajibazar S0MW,
Kumargaon 50MW, Bogra 20MW
and Fenchuganj 50MW tenders,

Apgreko [nternational Projects
Ltd, Singapore appears to be the
lowest bidder in Khulna 40MW and
Alstom Power Rental, USA in
Bheramara 20MW.

The tariff offers made by Green
Power and Energy Prima range
between $15.9 per kilowatll a
month and $19.75 while the offers
of Alstom and Aggreko range
between $21.7 and $27. "The wide
difference is too suspicious to
ignore," asource said.
GROSSANOMALIES
The Power Cell's bid qualification
criterion specifically stated that the
bidder shall have experience of
rental plants of 20MW or higher
capacity during the last three years.
The bidder will state the plant's
location, capacity, owner, power
purchaser and commissioning
date,

The criterion further dictates
that the bidder must have barge-,

skid-, trailer-mounted power
plants in ready stock, either
through ownership or "other
arrangement".

"Firstly, the consortium called
Energy Prima is not even a legal
entity," said a source, adding, "It is
not even registered under the
Companies Act of Bangladesh.
How can the tender committee
even considerlooking atits bid?"

Energy Prima consortium con-
sists of Energy Prima and Hosaf
Meter, which are both owned by
Moazzem Hossain, and Russia's
Geo-Spectrum Group. Energy
Prima's business has been shown
as "local agent” without explaining
whom it represents and how it is
related to the power sector. Geo-
Spectrum, on the other hand is a
Russian power plant manufacturer
and not a rental power developer.
Hosaf Meter Industry's profile also
saysitisa "local agent/distributor”
of a forelgn manufacturer without
clarifying whatitactually means,

"Still, Geo-Spectrun is a power
company but they did not name
Geo-Spectrum as the lead bidder,
rather put Energy Prima in the
forefront,” quips a source,

Encrgy Prima's notansed con-
sortium agreement for the bid
states, "The consortium of the
parties shall be named as Energy
Prima which will be duly incorpo-
rated under the Companies Act of
Bangladesh upon its being selected
as the successful bidders by the
Power Cell."

Neither Energy Prima, nor
Green Power possessed any rental
plants with three years' experience.
Therefore, they used the "other
arrangement” part of the criterion,
This "other arrangement” came in
the form of letters from a number
offoreign companies.

Energy Prima produced a letter
from one Cemark of Thailand
stating that it has booked 50MW

equipment for Energy Prima. [talso
added a letter from Geo-Spectrum,
which says it is involved in power
plant ownership, building and
operation for the last seven years
and that it is associated with
Energy Prima.

As these letters were inade-
quate, the Power Cell sought
Energy Prima’s clarification. After
this, the consortium vaguely
informed that it had a number of
plants in Russia, some in Europe
and some in Denmark. It claimed
to have "sales agreement” with a
German company Power
International AG on October 18,
which will supply the necessary
machinery.

"These still do nol comply with
the bid's terms. This is a rental
power bid... not just yet another
typical power tender. It looks like
Energy Prima went out shopping
for equipment after it submitted
[f such shopping arrange-
ments had worked, that would
have been the way rental power
plants were installed worldwide,"
notedan official,

Lotus Kamal group's consor-
tium Green Power does not even
have a foreign participant. This
consortium has Green Power,
Bangla Trac and Desh Energy as
members.

The government has been
trying to sign rental power con-
tracts for the last three years with-
out any positive results. The last
government tried to award dozens
of rental power schemes to its
party's men with 15-year tender
term and almost none of these
bidders had any experience in
power sector. Whereas rental
power schemes demand each
bidder must have its own power
generator.
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Schoolgirl:
rescued after
25 days of
abduction

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Police rescued a schoolgirl from
near Chhayabaria bridge of
Raninagar in Noagoan on Tuesday
night after 25 days of herabduction
from Dariapurin Bogra.

The girl aged about 12 was kid-
naped on November 9 when she
was going to a market with her sister
and bother-in-law Shaheb Ali. On
their way to the market, a microbus
intercepted them at Doriapur in
Adamdighi upazila and took her
away with the help of her brother-
in-law, police sources said.

Victim's father Taser Mandal
filed an abduction case with
Adamdighi Police Station accusing
Shaheb Ali, his father and four
others.

Police arrested Shaheb Al

Obituary

Feroza Begum, wife of late Abdul
Awal, retired operating executive of
Jamuna Oil Company and mother
of University Grants Commission
(UGC) member Prof Dr Amena
Begum, passed away due to old age
complication at Labaid Hospital in
the city yesterday at the age of 81,
says a press release,

She left behind her four daugh-
ters, one son and a host of admirers
to mourn her death,

On the occasion, a milad mahfil
will be held at Uttara Jame Mosque,
Sector 7, Uttara tomorrow.

Relatives and admires are
requested to attend the milad
mabhfil and pray for the salvation of
the departed soul.

Death anniversary

Today is the first
death anniver-
sary of
Nurunnahar
Begum, wife of
late Rafiqul
Islam, says a
pressrelease.

i ‘On the
occasion, a doa mahfil will be held
at her residence at Malibagh in the
city after Asr prayers tomorrow.

Relatives and admirers are
requested to attend the doa mahfil
and pray for the salvation of the
departed soul

Qulkhawani

& -'

Our CORRESPONDENT, Manikgan/

Qulkhawani of
Mohammad
Yasin Biswas,
father of
Shahjahan
Biswas,
‘Manikganj
correspondent
of the daily New
Age, will be held today at his home
at Basta village under Harirampur
upazilain Manikganj.

He passed away on November
26 due to old age ailment at the age
of 90.

Relatives and admirers are
requested to attend the
quikhawani.

Bid to hook rural people to info

FROM PAGE 16
mind -- if only he could have
instructed his radio to repeat the
weather update he had missed in
the morning!

Thousands of fishermen who
survived Cyclone Sidr or were
perished in it, share similar experi-
ences, but little do they know about
telecentres, which could make
their wish for on-demand weather
updates areality.

Whether it is a weather update
or farmers trying to know the retail
prices of their crops on the market,
whether a patient is trying to get
health information or a village
student who just passed the higher
secondary examinations wants to
know about university admission
test dates -- all these information
can be made available to the rural
community, in fact which is already
being done on a small scale by
telecentres across the country.

What if we could provide every
villager with access to the
telecentres? The idea prompted
Bangladesh Telecentre Network
(BTN} to prepare the launching of
'Mission 2011". BTN is a coalition of
organisations led by Development
Research Network (D.Net) and
other organisations like
Bangladesh Radio Network for
Rural Communications (BNNRC),
Grameen Telecom, Dhaka Ahsania
Mission, and Amader Gram among
others, who have been nurturing
the existing telecentres in the
country. ;

BTN is scheduled to formally
launch 'Mission 2011: Building a
Sustainable Information and
Knowledge System for the Poor and
Marginalized' today in Bangladesh
China Friendship Conference
Centre (BCFCC), where Chief
Adviser (CA) Dr Fakhruddin

Ahmed is expected to inaugurate

the programme.

“Mission 2011 is about estab-
lishing at least 40,000 telecentres in
rural Bangladesh by the 40th anni-
versary of the country's independ-

ence,” said Dr Ananya Raihan,
secretary general of BTN and also
the executive directorof D.Net.

“These telecentres will be of
diverse models, ownerships, tech-
nology mix, and outreach targets
initiated by grassroots develop-
ment organisations, social entre-
preneurs, the private sector and the
government. BTN is a multi-
stakeholder coalition of both indi-
viduals and institutions for achiev-
ing the targets of Mission 2011,” he
added.

The conceptoftelecentres is not
new. A telecentre is a public place
where people may access and learn
how to use computers, the Internet
and other technologies that help
them gather information and
communicate with others.

Telecentres exist in almost every
country, although they sometimes
go by other names like village
knowledge centres, infocentres,
information kiosks, etc.
Telecentres in Bangladesh also go
by different identities like
Community Multimedia Centre,
Community Information Centre,
Rural Knowledge Centre,
Pallitathya Kendra, etc.

The limited data available sug-
gests that there are at least 1,60,000
government, community, and
entrepreneur run telecentres
globally, while in Bangladesh the
number is approximately 1,000.

ICT based telecentre movemnent
in Bangladesh was initiated by
D.Net. It took the idea of
'Pallitathya' and started a research
in 2001. D.Net established four
Pallitathya Kendras in 2005 on a
pilot basis in four remote villages of
Nilphamari, Netrakona, Noakhali,
and Bagerhat. Currently it has 80
centres all over the country.

They also introduced the con-
cept of 'mobile ladies', female
information workers with
cellphones connected to a help-
desk of experts on various liveli-
hood topics, the service is called
‘helpline',

Becoming a 'mobile lady', who
play a crucial role in delivering
information to the rural popula-
tion, has become a popular way of
earning a living for women in
rerote areas.

A research carried out by D.Net
shows that the use of mobile phone
technology empowered many
women, service providers, and
consumers of services; 36 percent
of mobile phone users are house
wives, 40 percent of the callers are
from the age group of 19 to 30 years,
The majority of the queries are
related to health standing at 46.2
percent, and regarding agriculture
standing at 36.3 percent. Other
categories of querjes include edu-
cation, human rights issues, non-
farm economic activities, aware-
ness related issues, and gover-
nance.

While conducting the research,
D.Net designed a system of infor-
mation and knowledge exchange
for the poor and identified that
digital content regarding liveli-
hood issues in Bangla was a neces-
sity. After four and a half years of
content development it came up
with 'Jeeon', an Information and
Knowledge Base (IKB) for the rural
community, through which it is
trying to minimise the information
gap, allowing its research team to
include illiterate people as the
beneficiaries of the Pallitathya
system.

D.Net also introduced the con-
cept of 'Benefit of Investment'
(BOI) for assessing the benefits
accrued by a community from a
telecentre in monetary terms,
where applicable, in comparison to
the investment made in a commus-
nity-based unit of Pallitathya
Kendra.

The combined BOI for the
whole Pallitathya experiment
currently stands at 1:4.64, meaning
for each taka invested in the
telecentre systemn the rural com-
munity's benefit is worch Tk 4.64 in
a lamonths period.

Community Information
Centre (CIC) model was initiated
by Grameen Phone (GP), the larg-
est telecom operator in the coun-
try. The first 16 CICs were launched
in February 2006 as part of a pilot
project in different parts of the
country, with four each in Sylhet,
Rajshahi and Khulna divisions
while two each were set up in
Dhaka and Chittagong divisions.
Currently GP operates 565 CICs
across the country.

The community ownership
based CICs are equipped with at
least one computer, a printer, a
scanner, a web cam, and an Edge
enabled modem for accessing the
Internet, and are run as franchises
of GP. The company has a plan to
launch 60,000 additional CICs
across the country.

Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM)
also launched its first community
learning centre, locally known as
Gonokendra, in 1987, and now
there are more than 100 of them
across the country, five of which are
equipped with ICT.

Grameen Telecom (GTC), a
sister concern of Grameen Bank,
also launched its unique brand
called Village Phone (VP)
Programme in 1997. GTC currently
has almost 300,000 village phones,
all the operators of which are also
recipients of Grameen Bank loans.

Apart from these, Amader
Gram, Relief International-School
Online, Youth Commumey
Multimedia Centre (YCMC), DEN
(Digital equity Network),
KATALYST, Brac NET, and other
BTN members also established
their own models of telecentres
across the country.

‘Mission 2011' is a hope, to
contribute towards poverty allevia-
tion through the pewer of ICT
crafted for the poor, promoting a
knowledge based society for all.
But the mission needs contribu-
tions fromall walks of life. For more
information please visit
www.mission201 L.net.bd.



