ABDULLAH AL MAHMUD
Inter-Ministerial Steering
Committee (IMSC) at a meeting
decided to formulate strict rules
for preservaton and manage-
ment of hills as well as for proper
development of drainage and
traffic systemsin the port city.

The meeting was held at the
Ministry of Housing and Public
Works on November 28,

The rules will allow construc-
tion of structures on 30 per cent
of the damaged hills, leaving the
rest 70 percent for afforestation;
said themeeting sources.

Construction of buildings up
to three storeys will be allowed
on such hills to discourage evil
practices of developing residen-
tial plotslevelling hills, theysaid.

With construction of struc-
ture particularly on the hilltops,
use of 10 per cent of such hills
will be allowed, said the sources,

No structure would be
allowed on the northern hills
standing in between Foy's Lake
and Hathazari in the northern
periphery and those surviving
illegal cutting in the city centres,
they said.

The meeting decided to for-
mulate the rules as per the rec-
ommendations of the draft final
report prepared under the pro-

ject  Preparation of Detailed
Area Plan (DAP) for Chittagong
Metropolitan Master Plan
(CMMP).

The DAP provides guidelines
for proper management ol hills
dividing them into three catego-
ries, namely H-1, H-2 & H-3,
sources said.

The hills under H-1 category
will remain untouched and
intact with greeneries, partially
damaged hills under H-2 cate-
gories to be protected with trée
plantation and silt-traps at the
foothills while the non-
retrievable hills under H-3 cate-
gory to be managed under spe-
cial control for developing hous-
ingand space, theysaid.

Housing and Public Works
Secretary ASM Rashidul Hye,
also the president of [nter
Ministerial Steering Commiittee
(IMSC), presided over the roeet-
ing.

Nazrul Islam, deputy chief of
the ministry, at the meeting
narrated the background and
introduction CMMP and differ-
entstages of preparation of DAP,

The meeting decided to
allow construction of primary
roads with a minimum width of
120-ft inside the built-up areas
of the city and 160-ft wide 10ads
in the growing areas outside the

city.

1t keeps provisions for pre-
serving land along the roads for
developing drainage system and
leaving at least 20-ft wide land
along the drains for utility ser-
vices like water, gas and power
supply.

The meeting called for main-
taining coordination among
Chittagong Development
Authority, Chittagong City

Corporation, Chittagong Wasa,

Power Development Board,
Bakharabad Gas System Limited
and other organisations con-
cerned for planned growth of the
city and implementation of the
DAP. :

Secretaries and representa-
tives from ministries of commu-
nication, shipping, Local
Government and Rural
Development (LGRD), civil
aviation and tourism, environ-
ment and forest, Planning
Commission, and high officials
from Chittagong Development
Authority (CDA), Chittagong
Port Authority, Wasa and IMED
were present at the meeting
amongothers.

The team leaders and experts
of Development Design
Consultants Limited (DDCL)
and Adhibas, consultancy firms
engaged in preparing the DA,

hill cutting soon

put up proposals and explained
the recommendations made in
the DAP for discussion at the
meeting,.

CDA Chairman Shah
Mohammad Akhter Uddin said
the preparation of the DAP draft
final report by the two consul-
tancy firms comprising local
planners and engineers is 'a
breakthrough in the planning
arena inthe country’,

He, however, emphasised
the cooperation of all the
authorities concerned and
organisations as well as
strengthening CDA with a full-
fledged planning wing as per
the proposed organogram for
proper implementation of DAP
to ensure planned growth of the
portcity.

A proposal for providing CDA
with a new organisational struc-
ture (organogram) with 52 new
posts and 53 old posts dissolved
isnowin the final stage.

The prdposal to make CDA
a planning authority has
already been approved by the
Ministry of Housing and
Public Works and the
Ministry of Establishment.
Besides, it is now under the
process of finalisation at the
ministry of finance, sources
at CDA said.
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Three-wheelers still ply

City ro

DWATPAYAN BARUA

CNG-run auto-rickshaws con-
tinue to ply the city roads with-
out meters, ignoring repeated
warnings from Chittagong
Metropolitan Police (CMP).

Of 13,000 auto-rickshaws,
not a single one does use
meters, causing immense suf-
ferings to the common com-
muters.

Of the installed meters, only
around 500 now operate while
the others are out of order,
sources said.

CMP Commissioner Mainur
Rahman Chowdhury at a meet-
ing with journalists on
November 28 asked the traffic
department to find out the
reasons behind the violation of
rules by the drivers and owners
and prepare a report in this
regard.

He said CNG service in
Chittagong might be sus-
pended if the drivers and own-
ers continue to violate the
regulations. )

The service, since its
launching in 2003, is one of
the main modes of transport
for the commuters in the port
city.

Though around 13,000 CNG-
run auto rickshaws are regis-
tered with Bangladesh Road

Transport Authority (BRTA), the
number of three-wheelers will
be much more, sources said.

The government asked the
three-wheelers on April 6 in
2005 to install meters and
charge fare according to a price
chart, The price chart was .
adjusted after the interim gov-
ernment set new regulations
and price structures for the
CNG-run auto-rickshaws in
May, they said,

But the process of meter
installing meters falters as the
owners non-cooperated with
the authorities concerned.

It took around one and a half
years to install meters in most
of the three-wheelers while the
CMP deadline for meter instal-
lation was extended several
times,

Deputy Commissioner (Traf-
fic) Mohammad Ali Mian said
the CMP action forced the
defiant owners to install meters
in almost all the three-
wheelers.

The situation has worsened
now as the drivers refuse to use
their meters, forcing the com-
muters to pay higher fare, city
dwellers said.

Mohammad Ali, a banker,
said it has become impossible
to travel any little distance in
the city charging below Tk 40.

CNG-run auto-rickshaws in the port city.

“It hardly costs Tk 25 to
travel to my office at Jamal
Khan around 4km from my
residence at Pathantuly
Choumuhoni. But the drivers
now charge Tk 40 for the jour-
ney,” said Ali.

The expense has reduced
remarkably after converting of
the auto-rickshaws into CNG
with gas worth Tk 80 to Tk 100
for the whole day while an
octane-driven auto-rickshaw
needs five to six litres of fuel a
day, sources said.

“We are yet to reap the bene-
fits of meter installation as they
always remain switched off,”
said Atiqur Rahman, an official
at Chittagong Export
Processing Zone (CEPZ).

None of us use meters now,
said Jahurul Hoque, an auto-
rickshaw driver. Besides, meter
of his vehicle has gone out of
order that was installed a year
ago,

He admitted that they don't
charge fare fixed by the govern-
ment.

He said he is to spend Tk 100
for gas, pay Tk 510 to the owner
and Tk 10 to the guard of the
garage. Besides, he needs a
minimum of Tk 50 as pocket
money that raises his daily
expenses over Tk 670.

“So what have I rest in my

ads without meters

pocket after the expenses?" he
questioned.

He said the government
fixed fair is too little to support
his expenses. 2

Delwar Hossain, general
secretary of Chittagong Auto-
rickshaw, Auto-tempo, Four-
stroke and CNG Owners'
Association, said the meters
supplied by the BRTA-enlisted
firms are of below par quality.

But the companies, respon-
sible for installing meters,
refuted the allegation, saying
the drivers and owners damage
the meters willingly to extract
excessive fare from the passen-
gers.

Sirajul Islam of Crystal
Agencies said they had sold
same kind of meter in the capi-
tal city that are still in opera-
tion and there is no scope to
sell any below par quality
meter here.

DC Ali said they will prepare
a report after a meeting with
the representatives of drivers,
owners, commuters and spe-
cialists on December 5 (today)
which will be sent to the com-
munication ministry.

He said stern action will be
taken against the violators of
rules and a 10-day deadline to
be given the people concerned
in this regard, he said.




