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Coach Jamie Siddons (2nd from R) briefs the Tigers ahead oftheirmorning practice session atthe Sher-e-Bangla National Stadiumin Mirpuryesterday.

Sree not afraid

of Aus crowds
AFP, Sydney

India pace bowler Shanthakumaran
Sreesanth Tuesday said he would
not be intimidated by Australian
crowds during this summer's series
down under and was confident of
taking wickets,

Sreesanth, who was involved in
an on-field verbal clashes with
Australian allrounder Andrew
Symonds during the ill-tempered
India tour which ended in October,
said he was undaunted by playing
tolocal crowds.

"lam not scared,” he told Inside
Cricket magazine,

"In fact, I will take it as a chal-
lenge."

The Indian bowler, who was
dropped for three of the seven one-
day games against Australia in the
last series, also said he was unfazed
by the side which has dominated
international cricket for years. .

"I am Seeesanth and I'm not

_scared of any batsman in the

world," he said.

"What's the worst that can
happen -- six sixes? Well, I'm not
really worried about that.

"Whatever [ do on the field I do
from the core of my heart; I don't
act. This is the way [ have played
cricketall mylife."

Sreesanth said while the verbal
clashes between players during the
India series were overplayed, Ricky
Ponting's men were more than
capable of defending themselves
against taunts.

"I think all of that was over-
played because it was not the first
time in the history of the game that
ithas happened,” hesaid.

"T didn't do anything close to
what the Australians did.

"Idon't want to name any crick-
eter. But it is just not me, everyone
knows who doeswhaton the field."

Australia's tour of India was
marred by crowds' racial taunts
against Symands, Australia's only
black player, which included mon-
key gestures,

India will play a four-Test series
against Australia starting
December 26.

Inter, Roma set
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starting line-up following three
briefsubstitute cameos.

“Either tomorrow or Sunday
Marco will come backin, I'll decide
tomorrow,” added Mancini.

With Materazzi out of the side,
Inter have been fielding a first 11
made up entirely of foreign players.

Lazio will hardly want to do their
bitter city rivals a favour by knock-
ing Inter out of their stride, but the
Romans are battling for their Serie A
survival after a dismal season that
also sees them on the brink of elimi-
nation from the Champions League
atthe group stage.

Lazio coach Delio Rossi knows
his side will have to fight for their
lives at the San Siro.

“We've got to fight for every
scrap,” he said. “We have to play
with balance and take our chances
when they come.”

Rossi believes his team's
Champions League participation
hasactually hurt theirleague form.

“We made it to the Champions
League last year because we played
the right way. Now we have to stop
making the mistake of treating the
championship like training and the
Champions League like the main
event.

“On paper Mancini's squad is
superior but we need to just go out
and play in Milan and have no fear.”

Roma coach Luciano Spalletti
must decide whether or not to
reinstate club captain and talisman
Francesco Totti to the starting line-
up following three weeks on the
sidelines.

In his place, Macedonia forward
Mirko Vucinic has beenin stunning
formas thelonestriker but Spalletti
insists he can find place for both
playersintheside.

“They can coexist; Vucinic can
also playon the left. [ have no doubts
about theirability (to playtogether).”
FIXTURES
Inter Milan v Lazio, Romav Cagliari

'WC win was more special’

iﬁiHJKMK

AFP, Kandy

Test cricket's leading wicket-taker
Muttiah Muralidaran said on
Tuesday he rated Sri Lanka's World
Cuptriumphin 1996 as more mem-
orable than his own individunl
world record.

The 35-year-old became the
most successful bowler in Test
history on Monday when he sur-
passed fellow spin great Shanc
Warne's record tally of 708 wickels
during the first Test against
England here.

Even as the entire nation cele-
brated his feat, Muralidaran said
his feat did not rate as high as the
win aver Australia in the World Cup
firral in the Pakistani city of Lahore
under former captain Arjuna
Ranatunga.

compared to theWorld Cup win,” the
off-spinner told local reporters. "The
win in 1996 is something unique an-|
Iwillremember that forever.”

Sri Lanka regarded that lone
Waorld Cup title as the ideal way ta
avenge Australia's refusal to travel

to Colombo for that tournament
opener due to security concerns
following a deadly bomb blast.

Australia forfeited that match,
but were pitted against Sri Lanka in
the final where Ranatunga's men
won by seven wickets.

"Itwas very special,” Muralidaran
said. "Youhavetogivealotofcreditto
Arjuna for helping us achieve that.
Fe is my favourite captain and he
was my first captain too.”

The off-spinner said he will
always be grateful to Ranatunga for
standing by him when he was no-
balled for throwing by Australian
umpiresin 1995 and 1997.

"Arjuna did alot of things for me
and for the whole team," said
Muralidaran. "I will never forget
that he protected me during diffi-
culttimes."

Murali, as he is affectionately
called, had previously held the
world record briefly in 2004 when

) ) . - - heovertookWest Indian fastbhowler
“The record is nothing muoic

- CourmpyWalsh's519-wickefnuitk,
beforeWarne surpassed him.

The Sri Lankan bowler agreed
with Warne that the record could
stay with him for a long time --
especially since the next man in
line, 37-year-old Indian Anil
Kumble -- has 576 wickets.

“The record will stay with me for
a while unless someone like Anil
continues to play for a long time,"
hesaid.

"If he plays long enough he will
probably get the record. Otherwise
itwill be there forawhile."

Muralidaran rated West Indian
Brian Lara, Andy Flower of
Zimbabwe and Graham Thorpe of
England as the most difficult bats-
mento bowl to.

"I rate Brian Lara pretty high,"
he said "We had a battle going on
and [ thought Brian played me
really well. Flowerwas anotherwho
was difficult to bowl to and so was
Thorpe."

Murali would not commit on
setting himself a 1,000-Test wicket
target, saying a lot would depend
on how far he was willing to stretch
himself.

“lam going to be 36 next yearand
[ambowlingalotofovers,” he said.

"Iwantto play both forms of the
game. We only play seven to eight
Testsayear and if we don't play you
canlose interest.

"So I'll play one more season
and reassess things. [can'tsay [will
take 1,000 wickets or whatever. If
you don't enjoy the game it will be
difficult.”

CHAMPIONS TROPHY

Korea fancied for title

(FMHockey

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Asia's number-one side Korea have
taken over from the Netherlands as
favourites to win the Champions
Trophy, as teams struggle to copy
with hot and humid conditions
midway through the tournament.

"They are playing so very well
and it would be excellent to see an
Asian team win this tournament
again,” said Pakistan coach
Manzoor Ul-Hassan.

"But Pakistan ourselves have not
lostany kind of hope of playing in thi»
finalandwemust fight to the end.”

Pakistan were the last Asian
team to win this tournament bacl:
in 1994 and after Korea's impres-
sive 6-2 drubbing against the
DutchonMonday, look the best bet
toachieve that featagain.

"Looking at the situation, Koren
has the best path. Korea has quite i
chance of making the final as thev
have done well against the stronger
team," said Dutch coach Hoelant
Oltmants.

The top three teams in the world
-- the Netherlands, Australia and

Germany -- have dominated world
hockey over the last decade and
during this period, seven of the
Champions Trophy finals featured
two of these three teams.

This time around, the three
nations' coaches say they are find-
ing it hard to play in the heat of
Kuala Lumpur.

Australian coach Barry Dancer
said the next few days are crucial to
the three top teams who cannot
afford to make any mistakes in
attack or defence if they want to
earnaspotatSunday'sfinals.

"The next three rounds will be
tough for everybody but we look
forward to the challenge. Even
lesser-ranked teams can pull off
surprises,” hesaid.

After four rounds, Korea are the
only team to have played the three
giants and managed to beat two of
them, including a 1-0 victory over
Olympicchampions Australia.

They were unlucky to lose 2-1 to
world champions Germany, miss-
ing several chances to earn at least
apoint.

Now they are on track to win
their remaining three matches
against host Malaysia, Pakistan
and Britain -- and seven points

from a possible nine will assure
themaspaotin the final.

Of the big-three nations who
will play each other in coming days,
Germany has the best record thus
far, having won all their matches,
but coach Markus Weise
downplayed his team's chances.

“There are still four teams (Ger-
many, Korea, the Netherlands and
Australia) and the situation at the
top is not clear, [t is like holding on
to the pole position but we still
need to work hard in our next few
matches,” he said.

Weise said he was happy his
players have put aside their prob-
lems after failing to finish among
the top three in the European
Championships in August.

That meant Germany for the
first time in history had to win a
qualifying tournament in Japan in
March to earn a place at the Beijing
Olympics.

"There was a setback but all
teams go through this. Morale is
high and our game is good now.
There is pressure for sure but we
can overcome it. Obviously we are
confident of making the final but
our immediate task is Holland
next,” said Weise. E

Sri Lanka in command
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dropped an easy catch off left-arm
seamer Ryan Sidebottom when the
batsmanedged arising ball on 98.

Sangakkara put on 122 for the
third wicket with captain Mahela
Jayawardene (63) and a quickfire 71
in 75 minutes with Silva, who con-
tributed 37.

Meanwhile, England coach
Peter Moores was confident his
team cansave the match.

"The wicket has shown that ir
you get in on it, you can play, like
Sangakkara did," he said.

"It was ashameto lose Cook last
thing tonight but we worked hard.

"The team did well energy-wise
and buzzed aroundall day. The lads
did put in the work, but they have
got some more to do to save the
Test."

Left-arm spinner Monty
Panesar, who made the ball turn
and jump on the wearing wicker,
was England's best bowler with 3.
132 from 45 overs.

The only time England got a
breather was when they were

forced to lie on the ground for two
minutes as a swarm of bees wafted
across the ground in the final ses-
siomn.

SCOREBOARD

Scareboard at stumps on the fourth
day of the first Test between
England and Sri Lanka at the
Asgiriya Stadium onTuesday:

SRI LANKA: First innings 188
(Sangakkara 92, P Jayawardene 51;
Hoggard 4-29, Panesar 3-46)
ENGLAND: First innings 281 (Bell
83, Collingwood 45; Muralidaran 6-
55)

SRI LANKA: Second innings (over-

night 167-2)
VandortcBellbAnderson 49
Jayasuriya lbwb Hoggard 78
SangakkaracVaughan

b Collingwood 152
Jayawardene ¢ Priorb Hoggard 65
Silvalbwb Panesar 37

Mubarakcsub (Swann) b Panesar9
Jayawardene b Collingwood 20

Vaasnotout [
Malinga b Panesar 2
Fernando notout 9
Extras: (b-5,1b-10) 15

Total: (For elght wkis decl in 130 overs) 442
Did notbat: Muralidaran.

Fall of wickets: 1-113, 2-166, 3-288,
4-359, 5-387, 6-423, 7-426, 8-429,

Bowler 0O M R W
Hoggard I8 5 55 2
Sidebottom 25 5 65 0
Panesar 45 5 132 3
Anderson 23 4 128 1
Bopara 8" 3 16 0
Vaughan 3 0 6 0
Collingwood B8 0 25 2
ENGLAND: Second innings

CookcSilvabVaas 4
Vaughan notout 1
Andersonnotout 4
Extras: 0

Total: (For one wktin 5 overs) 9
Fallof wicket: 1-4.

To bat: Bell, Pietersen,
Collingwood, Bopara, Prior,
Sidebottom, Hoggard, Panesar.

Bowler 0O M R W
Vaas 2 o 7 |
Malinga 1 1 o 0
Muralidaran 10 2 0
Jayasuriya 1 Lo 0

Hard work
his secret

AGENCIES, undated

Sri Lanka batsman Kumar
Sangakkara said on Tuesday hard
work was the secret to his record-
breaking runofscores.

Theleft-handerbecame the first
Test player to score more than 150
in four consecutive matches after
hitting a superb 152 against
England.

His incredible form started nine
Tests ago when he gave up
wicketkeeping.

"I haven't changed anything at
all -- [ just practise a lot better now
because [ am probably more aware
of my game and what works for
me," hesaid.

"I knowwhenIgooutthere[am
ready to play. Sticking to the basics
isalwayswhatldo."

Sangakkara, who missed a cen-
tury by eight runs inthe first innings,
was dropped on 98 by [an Bell at first
slip off Ryan Sidebottom.

He made his former
Warwickshire county colleague
stiffer by completing his 16th Test
century -- and his first against
England -- as the hosts amassed a
commanding 422-8 to set an
unlikely victory target of 350.

Sangakarra has now compiled
1,529 runs in 14 innings, including
three double hundreds and four
hundreds, since concentrating on
batting from July 2006.

"It's been alot of hard work and
training,” the 30-year-old said of
hisrecentsuccess.

“In the last few years [ have
come to understand my game
better and have better knowledge
onhow to prepare fora match.

"I just try and do the basics
right. Everything seems to be fall-
ing in place, but I still have to work
onmy game."

Sangakkara, however, refused to
count himself among the greats.

"My theory is that a batsman
should get 20 hundreds in a career
to be regarded as good,” he said.
"Get30 and you area bitbetter than
good."

BCCI backs
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adequate compensation for the
ban, tocontinue in the post.

In an unscheduled press confer-
ence, Pawar annournced that a
Working Committee meeting has
been convened on December 16 in
Mumbai to look into the chief
selector's "legitimate” demands
forcompensation.

Expressing hopes that the
miffed chiefselector -- sulking after
asked to comply with the Board's
seven-point guideline and stop
writing columns -- would continue
inthe post, Pawar said Vengsarkar's
demand for compensation was a
"legitimate” one.

Vengsarkar had also set a dead-
line of today for a reply from the
BCCI on his demands and the
Board had earlier said he was free
toquit.

Vengsarkar had claimed Rs 40
lakh as compensation from the
Board, which BCCI had initially
rejected. Pawar, however, admitted
that the amount was quite a big
one and he also conceded that the
selectorsneed to be paid.

"We don't have paid selectors,
like some other countries have. But
selectors need to travel a lot and
watch number of matches. And
Vengsarkar said he would incur a
loss of 40 lakh rupees, whichisnota
small amount. So we have to decide
how to compensate the loss."

Eto'o gets
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goal getter.

Cameroon is among the 16
teams who have qualified for the
Africa Cup of Nations, set to take
place in Ghana from January 20 to
February 10.

Barcelona said in September it
was negotiating with Cameroon
football authorities to prevent
Eto'o playingin the tournament.

Testing time
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in October. Dhaka's problems in
the four-dayer is slightly similar to
Khulna's but their attack remains
unharmed,

It is expected that Al Shahriar
will take over the captaincy from
Mohammad Ashraful and open
with his old mate Mechrab Hossain
Opee as Javed Omar is not around.
Dhaka, third with 54 points, could
sneak up on Khulna and Rajshahi
in the table but a slip could allow
Barisal and Chittagong to make a
vertical move and displace the
defending champions.

Drogba's 'laser’
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form at the moment. Not just in
terms of the football we are playing
but also the fight we showed
againstWest Ham.

"We knew we weren't playing
well but we got a result against a
side who are going to be top eight,
think.

"It was one of those games
where maybe Man United and
Arsenal would be looking at us to
drop points. So it's such an impor-
tantresultforus,”

Gary appointment delayed

Cricket

AFP, New Delhi

The appointment of former South
Africa batsman Gary Kirsten as the
new India coach has been delayed,
with the cricket board citing minor
last-minute glitches Tuesday.

The board, however, denied
reports that Kirsten had delayed
accepting the job because of
resentment amongsenior players.

"We have received an e-mail
from Kirsten. There are some
minor issues relating to working
arrangements, which will be sorted
outin a couple of days," the cricket
board's vice-president Rajiv Shukla
told AFP

"He has sought clarification
over some issues but these do not
relate to the so-called reservation
among senior players over his
appointment,” he said.

Kirsten, 40, was to sign a con-
tract with the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) on Monday
after impressing a selection panel
inaninterview lastweek.

But he delayed signing amid
media reports that quoted him as
saying he wanted to clarify. about
"unhappiness" among some
senior [ndian players over his

appointment.

"l have heard the rumours
aboutsome senior players express-
ing their concern about my paossi-
ble appointment and [ would
prefer to have clarity on that before
[commit myselfto the job," Kirsten
was quoted as saying on the
website cricinfo.com.

“I'm not sure whether the play-
ers do have concerns or not. [ only
met (skipper) Anil Kumble on my
recent trip to Delhiand he was very
suppaortive.

"If there are concerns then |
would like to find out whether they
areaboutme asan individual or the
process by which [ was interviewed
and then offered the job," the
website quoted hiim as saying on
Monday.

India's daily Mumbai Mirror
also quoted unnamed senior [ndia
players as saying the current man-
agement structure was working
well and that Kirsten's appoint-
ment was unnecessary. "There is
absolutely no need for a coach at
this moment,” one was quoted as
saying.

Kirsten, who quit international
cricket in 2004 after scoring 7,289
runs in 101 Tests, said he did not
want to rush into signing the deal
as it was a very important position
inworld cricket.

"The decision needs to be made
carefully and in conjunction with
all the right people, but mostly the
players," he said. "You can't coach
any team if you don't have the
players 'buy in'. I've written to the
board to explain my feelings.”

India have been without a regu-
lar coach since April, when former
Australian captain Greg Chappell
resigned following nation's shock
first-round exit from the World Cup
in the Caribbean.

Three men have been in tempo-
rary charge since then after South
Africa’s Graham Ford, who coaches
English county team Kent, turned
down anoffer from the BCCI.

Former all-rounder Ravi Shastri
managed the team for the tour of
Bangladesh in May and veteran
Chandu Borde, 73, took over during
the visit to Ireland and England
fromJulytoSeptember.

Former Mumbai first-class
cricketer Lalchand Rajput then
took charge for the inaugural
Twenty20 World Cup in South
Africa in September, which India
won, and continued for the home
one-dayers against Australia and
Pakistan.

India are to leave for Australia
later this month to play four Tests
and a limited-overs tri-series also
featuring Sri Lanka.

Improve catching: Anil

Cricket

AFP, Kolkara

India skipper Anil Kumble said on
Tuesday he was looking forward to
an improved performance from his
fielders in the third and final Test
against Pakistan.

"Overall, catching is something
we need to improve upon,” he said
after his side settled for a draw in
the second Test here.

India lead 1-0 in the three-Test
series following their six-wicket
victory in the opening match in
New Delhi. The third match starts
in Bangalore on Sunday.

"We had our chances in the
first innings here that we proba-
bly should have taken. On these
kinds of surfaces, where you
know it's tough to get wickets,
even half-chances matter,” said
Kumble.

"We needed maore time, but
that's the best timg | could manage

after they avoided a follow-on. It'd
have been good to enforce the
follow-on, but with that not hap-
pening [ thought the best thing was
to give ourselves 80 overs."

Pakistan finished at 214-4 in
their second innings chasing a 345-
run targetoff8 1 overs.

Middle-order batsman
Misbahul Haq (161 not out) and
wicketkeeper Kamran Akmal (119)
played key roles in helping
Pakistan avert the follow-on, ham-
mering centuries under pressure
onSunday.

"Misbah has been really good
and shown a lot of character in the
four innings he played against us.
We gave him a couple of chances
early on and that's something we'll
have to watch out for," said
Kumble.

"He looked pretty calm and
batted really well, He has a lot of
time to play spinners, We'd have
liked to make it 2-0 here, but you
have to give credit to Pakistan for
the way they, batted, especially

Misbahand Akmal."

The India captain said it was not
easy getting wickets on a slow
turning track at Eden Gardens after
his bowlers could manage just four
onthe fifthand final day.

"It was tough to bowl on this
pitch. It got slower and slower and
even when it spun, it spun very
slowly. Considering the pitch and
the conditions, [ thought our bawl-
ers put in a fantastic effort,” said
Kumble.

"It's been really tiring for the
bowlers to try and ensure that 20
wickets are taken. We did really well
togetatleast 1.4."

Kumblealso said opener Dinesh
Karthik's form was not a worry,
despite thebatsman's contributing
39 runs in four innings.

"It's notaconcern. [thappensto
the best of players. Knowing
Dinesh, he's a fantastic trier and
does all the right things at practice,
I'm sure he'll come good,” said
Kumble.

Stand-in
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to dominate him as he took no risks
during his 182-ball knock,
patiently waiting for the loose
deliveries to punish.

The tourists batted to save the
match, making no serious inroads
to achieve the target. They scored
37 off 20 overs in the morning and
89 0ff32in the afternoon.

Pakistan needed to survive 41
overs whenYousuf joined Younis in
the middle, with only one specialist
batsman (Faisal [gbal) in the dress-
ing room. They were fortunate to
find the right pair at the right time
tokeep India atbay.

Leg-spinner Kumble, who
shared the new ball with Zaheer
Khan, raised visions of an Indian
victory when he dismissed make-
shift opener Kamran Akmal (14)
and Salman Butt (11) before his
side ran into a gutsy Younis.

"It was a prerty flat pitch and
tough for bowlers: [ think they did a
fantastic job to help us dominate in
this match," said India captain
Kumble.

"We were in a good position on
the third day and had there been
more pace and bounce in this
pitch, it'd have helped us more.”

There was no stopping Younis,
whoapplied himself remarkably well
on a last-day pitch to pull his team
out of trouble after Misbah and Yasir
Hameed had fallen cheaply.

Misbah, who helped his side

captain stands up

avoid a follow-on with an unbeaten
161, offered a sharp chance off the
first ball off Kumble, but Dinesh
Karthik failed to latch on to it at
short-leg.

Misbah (six} did not last long as
he was bowled by paceman Munaf
Patel off a delivery which came in
after pitchinginto the roughs.

India struck in the seventh over
when left-arm seamer Zaheer held
a return cateh to dismiss opener
Hameed, who drove a fuller-length
deliveryafter making 14 runs.

Resuming at 141-2, India earlier
batted 6.4 overs before declaring
their second innings closed at
184-4.

Former captain Sourav Ganguly,
playing on his home ground, com-
pleted 6,000 runs in Test cricket
during his 46 before being bowled
by fast bowler Shoaib Akhtar,
SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at stumps on the fifth
and final day of the second Test
between India and Pakistan on
Tuesday:

INDIA: First innings 616-5 decl
(Jaffer 202, Laxman 112 not out,
Ganguly 102; Tanvir 2-166, Kaneria
2-194)

PAKISTAN: First innings 456
(Misbahul 161 nat out, Akmal 118;
Harbhajan 5-122, Kumble 3-122)
INDIA: Second innings (overnight
141-2)

Jafferb Kaneria 56
Karthik c Misbah b Kaneria 28

Dhonib Akhrar a7
Ganguly b Akhtar 46
Dravid notout i
Extras: (Ib-3, nh-6) 9

Tolal: (For fourwhkis declind2.4 overs) 184
Did not bat: Tendulkar, Laxman,
Kumble, Harbhajan, Zaheer, Patel.

Fall of wickets: 1-75, 2-95, 3- 166, 4-
184,

Bowler O M R W
Akhtar 124 0 46 2
Tanvir 9 0 41 0
Sami 5 1 .28 0
Kaneria 5 0 61 2
Butt 1 0 Lo 0
PAKISTAN: Second innings

Hameedc&bZaheer 14
Akmalb Kumble 14
Buttlbw b Kumble 11
Younis Khannot out 107
Misbahul b Patel 6
Yousufnotout 44
Extras: (b-8,1b-6,nb-4) 18

Total: (For four wkts in 77 overs) 214
Did not bat: Igbal, Akhtar, Sami,
Tanvir, Kaneria.

Fall of wickets: 1-22, 2-37, 3-65, 4-
8.

Bowler 0O M R W
Zaheer 8 0 32 1
Kumble 25 4 73 2
Patel w3 21 |
Harbhajan 31 5 67 0
Tendulkar 3 0 7 0

Result: Matchdrawn.
Man-of-the-match: Wasim Jaffer.
Third Test: Bangalore (Decem-
ber8)
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Yesterdny’s Cryptoquip: TF A COLLEGE TEACHER
WERE SKILLED AT YOGA, HE'D PROBABLY BLE
KMNOWN AS TIHE KNOTTY PROFESSOR,
Taday's Cryptaquip Clue: V equals Y
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