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Property of ex-MP
Mirza Azam to
be attached

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday ordered
attachment of property of former
Awami League (AL) lawmaker
Mirza Azam and a businessman
inagraftcase.

The same court, meantime,
directed the authorities to pub-
lish summons in two national
Bangla dailies asking Harris
Chowdhury, Orion Group
Chairman Obaidul Karim and
Sharin Islam Tuhin, nephew of
Khaleda Zia, to turn themselves
in by December 10 in two cases
that were filed for bribery and tax
evasion.

AZAM CASE

fudge Mohammad Azizul Haque
at Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court passed the auachment
order after receiving police
reports on arrest warrants the
court issued against Azam and
Mohammad Ali Khokon, a propri-
etor director of Metro Spinning
Ltd, on November27.

The High Court earlier stayed
the trial proceedings against
another accused in the case,
Shawkat Ali, also a proprietor
director of the spinning mill. The
HC also granted him bail until
submission of police report on
hisarrest warrant.

Investigation Officer
Mohammad Monaim Hossain,

who is also an assistant director

at Anti-Corruption Commission,
submitted charge sheet against
the three men to Dhaka's chief
metropolitan magistrate's court
on November 20, showing 23
people as prosecution witnesses.

A Rab team recovered a Lexus
sport utility vehicle on March 9
from the residence of Shawkat Ali
on road No. 113 at Gulshan-2 in
the city. The law enforcers later
discovered that Azam, also the
veneral secretary of Awami Jubo
League, was the original owner of
the luxury vehicle.

Sub-Inspector Shawkat Kabir
ot Rab laid a case with Gulshan
Iehice Station against Azam and

w twao others the following day.

I'he complainant said Azam, a

_uarruption, suspect- on.an. AGGC,

(isty imported the tax-free Lexus
an March 25, 2003 and sold it to
shawkat, preparing fake docu-
ments.

HARRIS-OBAIDUL

The same court ordered the
authorities to publish summons
in newspapers after receiving
reports on the arrest warrants
and attachment orders it issued
against Harris Chowdhury and
Obaidul Karim in a bribery case
that was filed for gross anomalies
in Gulistan-Jatrabari flyover
contract. ¥

Former BNP lawmaker Ashraf
Hossain and Harris's brother-in-
law Masud Ahmed and his driver
Abdus Salam are also accused in
the case and are now behind bars.

The investigation officer sub-
mitted charge sheet against the
five to chief metropolitan magis-
trate’s court on November 14,
showing 27 people as prosecu-
tion witnesses,

The charge sheet mentioned
that an Infinit sport utility vehi-
cle was imported duty-free using
Ashraf's privilege as a lawmaker
though the documents of the
vehicle bore Karim's address.

Karim paid around Tk 50 lakh
for the SUV while its market value
was much higher, said the charge
sheet adding that the Orion
chairman bribed Harris with the
vehicle in order to get work order
for the Jatrabari-Gulistan flyover.

The charge sheet said Ashraf,
for financial gains, breached his
affidavit by transferring the car to
Karim.

On June 5, Sub-Inspector
Mohammad Abdul Hye filed the

Mainul clarifies
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challenge, let him do it,” he told
reporters in response to allega-
tions from Sheikh Hasina's law-
vers that the venue of the
Sessions Court was changed
unlawfully.

Hasina was brought to the
court in the parliament building
complex on Monday and purt in
the dock to face a Tk 3-crore
extortion case filed against her by
Azam ] Chowdhury, managing
director of East Coast Private
Led. &

Asked about establishment of
an independent secretariat of the
Supreme Court following the
separation of the judiciary from
the executive control on
Navember 1, the adviser said it
will take time to set up a separate
secretariat,

However, he said although the
law ministry is doing the secre-
tarial work for the Supreme
Court, all decisions regarding the
judiciary are being taken by the
Supreme Court.

The law ministry will con-
tinue doing the secretarial job
until a new secretariat is estab-

Nished.

case with Dhanmondi Police
Station.

TUHIN CASE

The court also ordered the
authorities to publish summons
against Tuhin in newspapers after
receiving report on the property-
attachment order it earlier issued
against him.

On November 25, Deputy
Commissioner - (Taxes) Golam
Kabir at National Board of
Revenue filed the case against
him for allegedly evading Tk 8.18
lakh in tax between 1998 and 2007
and concealing Tk 3.29 crore in
his wealth information submit-
ted to the revenue board.

The court later issued arrest
warrant against him, asking him
to appear before the court on
November 29. Tuhin, however,
failed to comply, prompting the
court to attach his property.

Israel to build
homes in
east Jerusalem

AP, Jerusalem

[srael said yesterday it is seeking bids
tobuild more than 300 new homesin
a disputed east Jerusalem neighbor-
hood, drawing Palestinian condem-
nations that the move is undermin-
ing the newly revived peace ralks
heldlastweekinAnnapolis, Md.

A Housing Ministry spokesman
said 307 units would be built in Har
Homa, a Jewish neighborhood in
eastferusalem,

Israel captured the eastern partof
the city in the 1967 Mideast war and
annexed the area. The Palestinians
claim east Jerusalem as the capital of
afuturestate.

Palestinian negotiator Saeb
Erekat said he sent an urgent mes-
sage to Secretary ol State
Condoleezza Rice, asking her to
block the project from moving for-
ward.

“Thisisundermining Annapolis,”
he said, referring to the U.S.-hosted
summit, where Israel and the
Palestinians relaunched peace talks.

The two sides agreed to base their
peace talks on the U S.-backed "road
map," apeace plan thatcallsonIsrael
tohaleall settlementconstruction.

The Palestinians consider any
construction in the West Bank and
east Jerusalem to be settlement
activity. Israel says the settlement
freezedoes notapply to Jerusalem.

"Israel makes a clear distinction
between the West Bank and
Jerusalem,” said Mark Regev, spokes-
man for Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert. “Israel has never made a
commitment tolimit our sovereignty
in Jerusalem. Implementation of the
first phase of the road map does not
apply toJerusalem.”

Meanwhile, Israel's defense
minister said it is time to "kill those
who carry out aracks” against
Israelis, but said he was holding ofi
on a widescale invasion of the Gaza
Strip for now.

In a rare interview, Defense
Minister Ehud Barak also rejected
calls from some members of his
Labor Party to talk to Gaza's Islamic
Hamas rulers, telling Army Radio
that Israeli troops had killed 27 Gaza
militants in the past 10 days and
would continue to aggressively chase
down those operating under Hamas'
watch.

"I do not agree with the assess-
mentthatthe timehascometotalkto
the Hamas. Now is the time to kill
those who carry out attacks and
those firing Qassams (rockets) and
mortars,” Baraksaid.

Early Tuesday, an Israeli airstrike
on a Hamas police post in central
Gaza killed three militants and
wounded a fourth, Hamas and
Palestinian medical officials said,
Theartny confirmed the attack.

Barak, a former military chief, has
repeatedly hinted that [srael was on
the verge ofinvading Gaza to stop the
nearly daily rocket fire at towns in
southern Israel.

Analysts have speculated thal
Barak wanted to wait until the con:
clusion of the Annapolis conference

, But when asked about the army’s

plans, Barak ruled out an immediate
broadoperation.

"The moment has not arrived yel
and[hope thatitdoes not arrive, but
it is true that we are preparing and
need to prepare for a wide mnge of
paossibilities,” he said. "Every day thar
passes, we get closer to a widescal¢
operation in Gaza, but we are not
eager forit.”

Hamas, an [slamic militant group
committed to [srael's destruction.
took control of Gaza in June after
overrunning the rival Fatah forces ot
moderate Palestinian President
MahmoudAbbas.

Israel has tried to bolster Abbas,
who now rules from the West Bank,
and isolate Hamas. But Israeli
airstrikes and pinpoint ground

operations have failed to halt the.

rocket and mortar fire from Gaza,
which have severely disrupted life in
southern Israel. While smaller
groups have fired mostof therockets,
Israel holds Harnas responsible for
theattacks.

Delwar
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leaders and workers however believe
that the party is united under the
leadership of Khaleda Zia and
Khandaker Delwar Hossain," Rizvi
Ahmedsaid.

LtGen (retd) Mahbubur Rahman,
memberof BNP standing committee
and a pro-Saifur leader, rejected the
allegation saying that there is no
scape for pressurising any leader in
the party. The ones raising such
allegations are suffering from inferi-
oritycomplex, headdecd.

Unity is a must in the party and
wesent the message to them [leaders
loyal to Delwar] -- to which they
responded positively,” Mahbub told
The Daily Starlast night.

"Discussionison to bring unity in
the party and senior leaders from
both sides are talking with each other
through- different channels," he
added,.

On Saturday, Saifur Rahman
ralked with Delwar Hossain over the
phone and made a proposal to unite
the party. Delwar in resFonse told
Saifur that the proposal could be
considered if the pro-Saifur commit-
tee is cancelled and Khaleda's deci-
sion to expel Mannan Bhuiyan and
Ashraf Hossain from the party is
accepted.

Delwar also requested Saifur to
speak with detained party chief

aleda regarding the proposal ashe
would accept any decision taken by
her.

Earlier, following the BNP stand-
ing committee meeting on October
29 held at Saifur Rahman's Gulshan
residence, Delwar alleged that he
had been threatened with death by a
certain quarter if he did not attend
the meeting. He also claimed that he
wats forcefully ousted from the postof
secretary general of BNE

Public opinion
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regulation should go onwebsite for
public opinion before gazette
notification.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief
Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
emphasised carrying out reform of
the rules and regulations "on prior-
ity basis”.

Thanking them for taking the
challenge of doing this important
task, the chief adviser directed the
establishment ministry to take
steps to make the two proposals
effective.

[t was disclosed that a task force
on simplification of land-related
rules and regulations, headed by
RRC member Muyeed Chowdhury,
would be formed.

The RRC proposals were made
during its first meeting after its
farmationon Octaben80narme -

JMB Men
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admitted being the mastermind
while Rongil made duplicate keys
tobreak outofthejail.

But the committee is not satis-
fied with their statements, Haider
added.

He said, "The prisoners will be
testified whether they can make
duplicate keys. If they fail, we'll
investigate whether anyone from
inside or outside provided them
withthekeys." °

Meanwhile, the two-member
committee is also going to submit
its report mentioning negligence of
thejail authorities.

Sources said the committee has
found involvement of some offi-
cials and employees. It is going to
submit a report with some recom-
mendations including punitive
measures against the superinten-
dentand thejailer of Comilla Jail.

Sundarbans
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their primary assessment around
Tk 1,020 crore. Leaves have been
stripped from trees and mostofthe
larger trees have either been blown
down or have lost many branches
while some were just wiped away
by the tidal surge. Most of the
structures including offices and
quarters of the forest officials also
have been destroyed.

On Friday, Marc Patry,
ﬁmgmmme specialist for natural

eritage at Unesco World Heritage
Centre (WHC) in Paris, made a day-
long inspection of a few badly-hit
spots by boar, to assess the impact
of Sidronthe Sundarbans.

Patry also met Manoj Basnyat,
country Director of UNDP
Bangladesh, and Stefan Frowein,
ambassador of the European
Commission in Bangladesh yester-
day, apprising them of the devasta-
tion and requesting their engage-
ment in the rehabilitation process
ofthe Sundarbans.

"Though alleviating human
sufferings caused by the cyclone is
naturally the top priority for inter-
national support, the salvation of
the Sundarbans is also of great
importance as several lakh people
depend on the forest resources for
theirlivelihood. Thisis the message
I tried to get across during my
meeting with the multilateral and
bilateral donors,” said Party in a
news release issued from Unesco
Dhakayesterday.

The WHC fund is meant for re-
establishing the forest depart-
ment's management capacity of
the Sundarbans. The forest depart-
ment which manages the
Sundarbans world heritage site,
through 97 stations and about
1,100 strong staif, has lost most of
its infrastructure and communica-
tionequipmentin thecyclone.

The Sundarbans are not just a
natural heritage site worth conser-
vation for the benefit of mankind,
but thousands of people earn their
livelihood through fshing in the
waters inside the forest and by
collecting honey, Patry pointed
out, according to the news release.
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Maj Gen (retd) Ibrahim
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latest in a series formed during the
stateofemergency.

Formation of the party was
announced and its draftconstitution
released at a crowded press confer-
enceatacityhotel.

Meanwhile, the constitutions of
BNP and Jatiya Party, formed by
military rulers Ziaur Rahman and
HM Ershad, are now being criticised
severely due to absolute power of
party chief to control party activities
without regard for intra-party demo-
craticpractices.

Ibrahim said, "The full committee
of his party will be announced within
four to five weeks. We will make
preparations to contest the next
parliamentaryelection.”

He went on, “We want politics of
reconciliation, coordination and
cooperation on such matters which
have divided the people. We want
politics of change, We have to move
forward by introducing account-
ability and transparency inpolitics.”

Bangladesh Welfare Party is
based on five principles -- national-
ism, democracy, social justice,
economic development and
humanism. Everybody -- except
war criminals, people who had
opposed the Liberation War, and
corrupt ones -- are welcome to the
party, said Ibrahim, a veteran free-
dom fighter.

Responding to a query, he said
his party would never compromise
with war criminals and corrupt
people.

The retired general portrayed a
gloomy picture of country’s present
political situation saying it is ham-
pering desired development of the
country.

"“The months of October,
November and December of 2006
were very crucial in our national life
... The nation was passing through a
very difficult situation because of
confrontational politics of the major
parties,” hesaid.

“To save the nation, the people
and the armed forces had w take a
joint decision. And they imple-
mented the decision on the 11th of
the first month of 2007... Thatis why
[ feel that ‘one-eleven’ has given us
an opportunity to re-stare life,”
Ibrahimobserved.

Ibrahim, who was retired follow-
ing the chaotic situation in the army
in 1996, said many former military
and civi] high officials and freedom
fighters have contacted him to join
thenewparty.

"No secret accords have been
singed with leaders of any political
parties over joining his party,” he
said replying toquestions.

Ibrahim pointed out that the new

! party hiasno Inention of Géin

of major parties like Awami League,
BNP and Jatiya Party. “We want to be
complementary to them. And we
hope that the big parties would also
consider us as complementary o
them in building a prosperous
Bangladesh," heasserted.

His party recognises Maulana
Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani, Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman and Ziaur Rahman
as national leaders for their out-
standingcontributionto the nation.

The new party chiel introduced
three persons who will be made
office bearers of the party. Of them,
Abul Kalam Azad will be political
adviser to the party chairman, Sadek
Ahmed Khan will look after
Liberation War affairs and
Mohammad Shah Alam will be in
chargeoffinancial matters,

Several hundred people includ-
ing former military and civil officials
and a few officials of diplomatic
missions in Dhaka were present at
the new party's launching cere-
mony.

"I came here just to observe the
launching of a political party,” Dan
Biers, political officer of the US
embassy in Dhaka, told this corre-
spondent.

Mu Yongpeng, first secretary and
chief of political section of the
Chinese embassy in Dhaka, echoed
hisviews.

Sheikh Asad, chief of Janata Party
and Latif Majumdler, chief of Krishak
Sramik Party, were also present on
the occasion. Talking to this corme-
spondent, they said they came to
welcome [brahim for his new ven-
ture.

In their short speeches, a num-
ber of businessmen and former civil
and military officials hailed the
launchingof the new political party.
They include Commodore (retd)
AbdulWahid Chowdhury Bir Untam,
Major (retd) Masud, Mainuddin
Momen, deputy managing director
of Abdul Momen Ltd, Shah Alam,
director of Shah Fatehullah Textile
Mills Lud, M Masud, former addi-
tional secretary, Momtaz Begum
Momi, managing partner of Prianka
Car Zone Ltd, Zakir Hossain, chair-
man of Samriddha Bangladesh
Andolon, M Badiuzzaman, chair-
man of Mirpur Unnayan Parishad
and M Shajahan, former chairman
of Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association.

NEW PARTIES

A number of new political parties
were floated since imposition of the
state of emergency on January L1,
suspending the ninth parliamentary
electionscheduled for January 22,

Ferdaus Ahmad Quarishi floated -

Progressive Democratic Party (PDP)
on July 21 despite the ban o all
political activities. Munir Hossein
floated an organisation titled 'Soli-
darity' in September. Tahmidul Islam
and Abdus Sattar Bhuiyan floated
Bangladesh Ganoshokti Party last
month.
Jatiya Par

tional Peoples Party July. ™™
Saikhul Islam and Advocate Azharul
Islam launched a party named '‘Pub-
lic Party’ last month. Nirdaliya Jana
Andolan, formed in 2004, started its
operation afresh last month. Maj
Gen (retd) ALM Fazlur Rahman is
convener and chief adviser of this

party.

Sidr-hit farmers
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The agriculture ‘ministry,
Bangladesh Bank and NGOs will
take a coordinated rehabilitation
programme for equitable distribu-
tion of funds among the Sidr vic-
nms.

The sources said the ministry
has already prepared a policy for
distribution and management of
assistance,

One of the draft rehabilitation
programmes says the government
will provide financial support to
farmers for cultivation of 3.35 lakh
hectares of land. "[t will need Tk
371 crore,” added asource,

To implement the second
programme, Tk 266 crore will be
needed to provide support for
cultivation of 2.27 lakh hectares of
land.

The third programme requires
Tk 204 crore for supports to larm-
ers for cultivation of L.72 lakh
hectares of land. As per the fourth
programme, the government will
provide support for cultivation on
1.3 lakh hectare of land at the cost
of Tk 156 crore.

According to the government

lan, each farmer of badly affected

our districts -- Barguna,
Patuakhali, Bagerhatand Pirojpur -
- will Fet financial support for
cultivation on a maximum of three
bighasofland.

The rehabilitation ;;rogranmms
also say each farmer of 25 cyclone-
hit districts will get support for
cultivation of paddy and other
cropson highestonebighaofland.

Besides, the farmers will get
support for cultivation of vegeta-
bles on highest three decimals of
land.

Farmers will also ger Tk 1,389
against Fer bigha for cultivation of
high yielding vari etEorBum dedy,
while Tk 1,916 will be provided for
cultivation of hybrid type of Boro.

The .ministry sources said the
farmers will ger Tk 1,331 and Tk
2,138 per bigEm for cultivation of

Death toll 3,268
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educational institutions.

The latest UN assessments
identified food, shelter and cash as
thehighest priority areas forimme-
diate assistance, while sanitation,
drinking water, electricity, liveli-
hood assistance and early recavery
areurgently needed.

The UN Central Emergency
Response Fund has disbursed a
total of SL4.7 million, as part of a
broader 5143 million contributed
by international donors towards
relief and recovery activities.

Aushand maize.

Earlier on Sunday, the agricul-
ture ministry held a meeting with
NGOs on rehabilitation
programmes, while the
Bangladesh Bank dgovcrnor visited
Barisal the same day to urge local
bankers for distributing loans to
the victim farmers.

The central bank governor is
scheduled to make a similar visit to
Khulnataday.

The government had earlier
provided Tk 106 crore for rehabili-
tation of agriculture sector after the
floods.

The agriculture ministry in its
estitnation has found that six lakh
tonnes of Aman paddy has been
damaged inthe recentcyclone. The
total loss of Aman paddy in the
currentyearisabout 14 lakh tonnes
duetofloodsand thecyclone.

The government officials said at
least 31 lakh tonnes of rice will have
to be imported to meet local
demand, while the last year's
importwas 24 lakh tonnes.
Southkhali victims
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Bogi village and some otherareas.

They put the blame of misman-
agement on relief operators led by
Union Parishad Chairman Anwar
Hossain and member Fazlul Haque
Tuku.

They say relatives of local lead-
ers and their political loyalists are
getting more relief materials than
those who are relatively poor, and
physically and socially weak.

Atagathering ofdeprived villag-
ers the complaining ones suddenly
became tight-lipped as the UP
chairman turned up. But some
elderly women dared raise their
voice.

In response, the UP chairman
asked them tw "learn” how o
receive reliefmaterials. "We have to
fearn how to get relief,” he said
when the villagers were already

" returning home empty-handed.

On the allegations, Anwar
termed those absolutely “false™
and said they were distributing
relief materials properly with the
helpofarmy and navy personnel.

The chairman however claimed
they need more rice, baby milk,
medicines, sanitation materials,
tents and warm clothes for distri-
bution.

He also said the affected people
should be made to earn their bread
instead of keeping them alive on
relief.

Pak opposition
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Sharif told a joint news conference
with Benazir late Monday following
the talks at her Islamabad home that
“in the present circumstances free,
fair and transparent elections seem
impossible.”

He added that he would not be
discouraged by the fact that election
authorities had rejected his nomina-
tion papersearlieronMonday.

Benazir said the charter of
demands was a "major confidence-
building step” between the two
opposition parties.

It was the first meeting between
the former rivals, who each had two
terms in power between 1988 and
1999, since they bath returned home
fromyearsin exile torejoin the politi-
calfrayhere.

However the announcement
appears to be something of a com-
promise between Benazir, who
earlier said her party would take part
in the polls under protest, and Sharif,
who pledged a boycott no matter
what.

[t will also leave them both space
to wriggle out should they decide to
forge a separate path, amid reports
that hoth leaders could reach some
sort of understanding with the
embatted Musharraf.

Under massive international
pressure following his declaration of
emergency rule, Musharral has
delivered significant concessions to
theoppositioninrecentweeks.

He quit as army chief last week
and was sworn in for a second term
as a civilian president, ending eight
years of military rule after he seized
powerinacoupin 1999,

Held teachers
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assurances from the government
about the release of the detained
teachers and students.

When asked about the people
arrested outside the campus the VC
said, "We have nothing to do with
those whowere arrested inconnec-
tion with the incidents that took
placeoutside thecampus."

When the VC was having his
meetings with Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed, a group of
students under the banner of
"general students® formed a
human chain in front of the Kala
Bhaban (arts faculty building)
demanding release of the detain-
ees. They held posters with slogans
oftheirdemands.

When asked about this incident,
the VC said, "We do not want to see
any act that makes the campus
unstable and causes delay in the
release of our teachers and stu-

g o
University Teachers' Association
(Duta) President Prof Sadrul Amin,
Duta General Secretary Prof Anwar
Hossain, Science Faculty Dean Prof
Harun-or-Rashid and Applied
Physics Department Chairman
Prof MNeem Chandra Bhowmik--
and mine swdents were arrested
alter the violence between August
20and 22.

Theviolence ensued whenarmy
personnel allegedly beat up three
DU students during a football
match on August 20 at the univer-
sity's gymnasium, where an army
camp wassituated.

Banks asked
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National Board of Revenue (NBR)
everymonth on aregular basis.

Over a hundred bank accounts
belonging 1o business organisa-
tions and individuals including
two former premiers -- Khaleda Zia
and Sheikh Hasina -- have been
frozen by the NBR for their alleged
links with corcuption.

The NBR later relaxed restric-
tionson a few of the accounts upon
receiving formal requests from
account holders. to allow with-
drawal of money from the accounts
forurgentsituations,

Bibiyana power
FROM PAGE 16

unconditionally while two consor-
tiums -- Powertek-Siemens and GE
Energy-Summit were pre-qualified
with conditions,

The two consortiums have been
given 45 days to submit their
revised financial statements in
compliance with international
accounting standards.

YTLPower [nternational Berhad
of Malaysia was disqualified for the
project due to their non-
compliance with pre-qualification
criteria.

The Bibiyana power project was
conceived only recently.
International Finance Corporation
(IFC), a member of the World Bank
Group, is the main promoter and
adviserofthe project.

American oil giant Chevron
discovered the Bibiyana gas field
and started supplying gas from it
earlier this year.

However, since Chevron cannot
utilise its full gas production
capacity from the gas field due to
inadequacies in the gas pipeline,
IFC started pushing the power
project forward and persuaded the
government to prioritise this new
projectover the olderones.

The Power Cell, which is han-
dling the bidding process, had
received qualification statements
from six companies and consor-
tiums. The bid is expected to take
place in the first quarter of next
year.

The 450-MW project will be
implemented on a build-own-
operate basis under a 22-vear
power {ll.lﬂ.'h ase il[-{ﬂ.’ll ment.
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Eyes on reliet
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Badal Saha, agroceron Sadar Roadin
Kolapara, said, "After relief distribu-
tion began two of my employees -
who used to carry goods from my
shop to trawlers - have stopped
trningup. Nowlhavetohirelabour-
ers which also charge me more for
theirservices."

Locals allege that Nachnapara,
[tbaria, Fe at, College Road and
Badurtoli in Kolapara are the places
where poor people crowd to seek
reliefitems.

Since road communications have
resumed to some extent, the distri-
bution of relief goods such as d
food, food grains, pulses, edible oil,
soap, candle, blanket, clothing and
utensils have been continuing
steadily.

Locals allege that irrespective of
whether the cyclone has damaged
their homesteads or not, many day-
labourers and rickshawpullers from
different upazilas of Patuakhali and
Barguna are now crowding relief
sheltersforreliefgoads.

Labjourers from Patuakhali Sadar
upazila can be found crowding Char
Matibhanga, Titkataand Fultala.

There were around 500 rickshaws
running in and around Kolapara
upazila, the number has dropped to
less than a 100 now. This hasled toa
hike in rickshaw fares, the fare from
Kolaparabusstandto the UNOoffice
having increased from Tk 8 to Tk 12-
15

Abdur Rashid, a poor
rickshawpuller in Khepupara, said, "
cannot earn more than Tk 120- 140if1
work the whole day. Many like me
prefer queuing instyead for a pack of
relief goods with items worth Tk 350
t0500."

NAM apartments
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Mainul also said government
officials may also rent the apart-
ments if they are prepared to pay
thestipulated rents.

The 13 multistoried NAM flats
were allotted to 324 MPs of the last
pacliament, which are fully fur-
nished with air-conditioners, TVs,
refrigerators, beds, wardrobes,
mattresses, chairs, and tables. The
facilities are afforded with the
taxpayers’ money.

According to the new rates of
rents fixed by the housing
department, 1,800 sq [t apart-
ments are now Tk 25,000 a
month instead of the previous
rent of Tk 800, and 1260 sq ft
apartments are now Tk 20,000 a
month instead of Tk 400.

The new rents were fixed by a
committee that had been formed
in July. The committee, headed by
Additional Secretary to the
Parliament Secretariat ABM

Nuruzzaman, submitied & report,

on the apartments last week to the
Ministry of Housing and Public
Waorks.

Sources said, the committee
also decided to take legal action
against those MPs, who will refuse
to pay the ‘Pow:rnment stipulated
rents. Anadditional order from the
Parliament Secretariat will put the
changesinto effect.

The same situation prevails in
Patuakhali town.

Local reporters say the poorer
section of people sometimes also sell
themliefﬁoud-;lhe receive, forcash,
amongvillagersindifferentareas.

CA asks NGOs
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NGOs to waive instalment of the agri
loan distributed among the farmers
inthecyclone-hitareas.

The chief adviser made the
request during a meeting with the
representatives of a number ofNGOs
athisoffice.

Grameen Bank informed the
meeting that it has suspended reali-
sation of instalments of old loans
from the cyclone-stricken péaple
until June 30, 2008.

The other decisions taken by the
Grameen Bank are announcing
interest-free realisable old loans,
waving loans of those killed in the
cyclone and return of savings, Tk
327-core new loan package for
restoring livelihood, Tk 62 crore
interest-free lending scheme for
reconstruction ofhouses.

The meeting was also informed
that ASA would provide interest-free
loan amounting to Tk 5.90 crore, 100

ercent write-off of loans of those

illed andlost their assets, 50 percent
loan waiver for those who became
disabled and whose three-fourths
pmgertyweredesnuyed.

n the other hand, state-run
PKSF announced its decisions like
suspension of realisation of credit
instalments, rescheduling loans and
providing new loans to the affected
people, initiative for creating Tk 50-
crore new fund for rebuilding
houses, and providing specialisec
loan for marginal farmers and small
traders.

The chief adviser urged the NGO
leaders to disseminate their deci-
sions clearly at field level regarding
loanwaiver and suspension of recov-
ery of credit instalment through
newspapers and circulars so that
*peoplecanknowtheirdecisions”.

He also urged them to carry out
relief and rehabilitation works in
coordination with local committees
for better outputand avoiding dupli-
cation.

The NGO leaders informed that
they are carrying out relief and reha-
bilitation work in a good manner
maintaining coordination with lacal
committees.

Representatives of Brac,
Grameen Bank, PKSE ASA, CODEC,
Uddipon, World Vision, Sangkalpo,
Hilful Fuzul, Shaplaphul #hd RRF
were, amongothers, present.

Meanwhile, Army Chief General
Moeen U Ahmed yesterday
requested the NGOs to waive instal-
ment of the agri loan distributed
amongthe farmersin the cyclone-hit
areas.

He made the=call after receiving
donations for Bangladesh Army
Relief Fund from individuals and
organisations at army headquarters
mess.

Thearmy chiefyesterdayreceived
cheques for about Tk 2.25 crore and
other relief items for the cyclone
victims. ¢

US intel on Iran faulty
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which concluded it halted a drive
for atomic weapons in 2003, saying
the study undermined accusations
by US President George W Bush
againstTehran.

A senior official of the UN
nuclear watchdog, which has been
investigating the Iranian nuclear
programme for the past four years,
said the report confirmed its
assessment that Tehran represents
"noimminentdanger.”

But the White House and its
European allies insisted there
should be no let-up in pressure
amid talks on US-led calls for a
third UN sanctions resolution
punishing Tehran for its continued
enrichmentofuranium in defiance
of Security Council ultimatums.

“This report proves that Bush's
statements -- which always speak
of the serious threat of Iran’s
nuclear programme -- are unreli-
able and fictitious,” foreign minis-
try spokesman Mohammad Ali
Hosseinisaid inastatement.

Foreign Minister Manouchehr
Mottaki told state radio: "We wel-
come it when any country that had
questions about Iran's nuclear case
in the past -- regardless of its
matives -~ realistically corrects its
view."

Senate Democratic Majority
leader Harry Reid called on Bush to
emulate former Republican presi-

dent Ronald Reagan's dialogue

with the Soviet Union, pushing for
"a surge of diplomacy” with
Tehran.

At the White House, US National
Security Adviser Stephen Hadley
said the NIE burttressed US
President George W. Bush's strat-
egy of piling pressure on Iran and
called for increasing Tehran's
economic and diplomatic isola-
tiomn.

Months after Bush warned of
"World War III" or a "nuclear holo-
caust” if the Islamic republic gets
nuclear weapons, the NIE cited
"high confidence” that Tehran had
halted its nuclear weapons
programme in late 2003 and "mad-
erate confidence” that it had not
restarted asofmid-2007.

At the same time, the Islamic
republic is "keeping open the
option to develop nuclear weap-
ons," according to declassified key
findings of the report, which was
based on intelligence available as
of October31.

"But we do not know whether it
currently intends to develop

nuclear weapons,” according to
the estimate, which came roughly
five years after an NIE that over-
stated Iraq’s weapons abilities and
intentions.

"Tehran's decision to halt its
nuclear weapons programme
suggests it is less determined to
develop nuclear weapons than we
have been judging since 2005," it
said, adding Iran appeared to have
bowed to international pressure,

"Our assessment that the
programme probably was halted
primarily in response to interna-
tional pressure suggests [ran may
be more vulnerable to influence on
the issue than we judged previ-
ously," itsaid.

The report found that "the
earliest possible date” Iran could
have enough highly enriched
uranium for a weapon was late
2009, "but that this is very
unlikely.”

The NIE judged with “moderate
confidence” that Iran would be
able to produce enough highly
enriched uranium for a weapon
"sometime during the 2010-2015
timeframe,” with the US State
Department saying not before
2013.

The office of the US Director of
National Intelligence described the
document as "an extensive reex-
amination” of its previous May
2005 assessment of [ran's nuclear
ambitions.

"The bottom line is this: for that
strategy to succeed, the interna-
tional community has to trn up
the pressure on [ran -- with diplo-
matic isolation, United Nations
sanctions, and with other financial
pressure -- and [ran has to decide it
wants to negotiate a solution,” said
Hadley.

Iran denies Western charges
that it seeks nuclear weapons
under cover of a civilian atomic
energy programme, and has drawn
UN sanctions for refusing to freeze
its uranium enrichment, which can
yield materials for a nuclearbomb.

Washington recently slapped
unilateral sanctions on Iran, and
has been pushing for a third round
from the United Nations.

In 2003, [ran’s president was the
reform-minded Mohammad
Khatami, who was replaced by
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, whose
hardline approach and fiery anti-
Israel rhetoric has sharply
increased tensions with the United
States.



