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report confirms Iran

‘no imminent danger’

Says IAEA official; US for keeping up pressure on Tehran

AFP, Viennal Washington

AUSintelligence report saying Iran
halted its nuclear weapons
programme four years ago con-
firms the UN atomic watchdog's
agsessment that Tehran represents
"no imminent danger”, a senior
IAEA official said Tuesday.

The report "validates the (Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency's)
statements over the last years that
inspectors have found no concrete
evidence of an undeclared nuclear
weapons programme in Iran," said
the official, who declined to be
identified.

He said it also confirmed TAEA
head Mohamed ElBaradei's assess-
ment "that he has not seen an
imminent danger and that there is

ample time for negotiations".

At the same time, the IAEA offi-
cial stressed that [ran still needed wo
"clarify some important aspects” of
its nuclear programme, and wuork
actively with the UN watchdog.

The US National Intelligence
Council said in a new report pub-
lished Monday that [ran had halted
itsnuclearweapons drive in 2003.

In his own report on Iran's
nuclear activities released lust
month, ElBaradei pointed to
increased [ranian cooperation in
answering questions about plist
nuclearactivities,

Butthe Egyptian-born diplomat
complained that the agency's
knowledge of Tehran's currént
nuclear programme had "dimin-
ished" since 2006.

Barlier the White House and its
allies insisted pressure must be
keptup on Irandespite a US intelli-
gence report that said Tehran's
alleged drive to make a nuclear
bombhad been overblown,

The US intelligence community
said in a new report Monday that
fran halted its nuclear weapons
drivein 2003.

The National [ntelligence
Estimate (NIE) raised fresh ques-
tions about the White House's bat-
tered credibility on a major interna-
tional security issue, five years after
the US-led invasion of [raq based on
dire, butfalse, warnings.

The document sparked new
international talks among the
major powers. China's Foreign
MinisterYang Jiechi held telephone

talks with EU and US counterparts,
his ministry said Tuesday. "The
Chinese side is willing to continue
to make efforts to appropriately
resolve the lranian nuclearissue,” a
staternentquoted Yang assaying.
While President George W.
Bush's administration and its
European allies defended theirIran

- strategy, opposition Democrats

called fora policy rethink.

US national security adviser
Stephen Hadley said he hoped that
Russia and China would not stiffen
their opposition to further sanc-
tionson lran.

"There's going to be a tendency
of a lot of people to say: "The prob-
lem's less bad than we thought,
let's relax," said Hadley. "Our view
is thatwould be a mistake.”

PHOTL AFP

Hannah Nicole Camarata (L), an activist from the Tropical Forest Group,
is seen inside an inflated plastic tree during a demonstration at the
entrance of the UN Climate Change Conference 2007 venue at Nusa Dua
in Ball yesterday.

Poor countries appeal
for help in fighting
climate change

AFP, Nusa Dua

Representatives from some of the
world's poorest nations yesterday
appealed for help in dealing with
crippling floods, droughts and
other extreme weather caused by
climate change.

As nearly 190 countries gath-
ered on Indonesia's resortisland of
Bali to try and hammer out a
roadmap for creating a fresh pactto
combat global warming, poor
countries said any new deal must
give them more money.

“Financially we do not have
enough to adapt to the impact,”
said Thy Sum, a conference dele-
gate from Cambodia's Climate

Change Office.

"We need to call on the rich
countries to provide meaningful
financial and technical support to
cope with climate change."

Alandmark paper by the Nobel-
winning [ntergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) said
earlier this year that while indus-
trialised countries are largely to
blame for global warming, least
developed nations will suffer most.

The group of scientists warned
that damage to the Earth's
weather systems this century will
doom poor countries to worse
hunger, water stress and damage
from violent storms, droughts
and floods.

Activists denounce mass
arrests of Tamils in Lanka

AFP, Calambo

Sri Lankan rights groups Tuesday .

slammed the government arrest of
nearly 2,200 minority ethnicTamils
after Tamlil Tiger rebels were held
responsible for two bomb attacks
lastweek.

The Free Media Movement, a
press rights group, and the Centre
for Policy Alternatives (CPA), a
private think-tank, said they were
considering legal action against the
autharities for the weekend mass
arrests.

"The CPA will seek court inter-
vention on behalf of the people
who were subjected to cruel and

degrading treatment,” a CPA
spokesmansaid.

The. government [aunched a
major search operation in the
capital over the weekend following
last week's two bomb attacks that
left 21 people dead and more than
A0wounded.

A senior government minister,
Jeyaraj Fernandopulle, said nearly
2,200 people were arrested, but
1,800 of them had already been
freed.

However, the Free Media
Movement said Tamil civilians --
with all necessary identification
and documentation -qwere still in
detention. '
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US envoy visits
North Korean
reactor

AP, Seaul

The top US nuclear negotiator for
North Korea visited its reactor,
becoming the highest-level
American official to go there, an
official said Tuesday, amid progress
in efforts to end the communist
nation's decades-old pursujt of
atomic weapons.

Assistant Secretary of State
Christopher Hill inspected work at
the Yongbyon complex, north of
Pyongyang, Monday afternoon,
said Max Kwuk, a spokesman for
the US Embassy in Seoul,

He gave no more details,
including Hill's reaction to the
aongoing work to disable the
plutonium-producing reactor
being conducted under a six-
nation agreement.

Iran expels
Canada's
ambassador

AP, Toronto

Iran has ordered Canada's ambassa-
dor to leave the country, the Canadian
foreign minister sald late Monday,
callingthemoveunjustifiable.

Foreign Affairs Minister Maxime
Bernier suggested the expulsion of
Ambassador John Mundy, who was
recently appointed but has not yet
had his credentials accepted, was a
tit-for-tat move by the government
inTehran.

Canada and Iran have tried to come
to an agreement on an exchange of
ambassadorsforsometime,

"Unfortunately, we have as yet
beenunable to accept the candidates
Tehran has submitted,” Bernier said
in a statement. "We believe that the
expulsion of our ambassador Is an
unfortunate and unjustified conse-
quence of this situation. As always,
Canada remains prepared to
receive an [franian ambassador
provided a suitable candidate is
presented,” he said.

British teacher
arrives home
from Sudan

AP, London

A British teacher juiled in Sudan for
letting 'her students’ name 4 teddy
bear Muhammad as phrtofa writing
project arrived home Tuesday after
being pardoned ending a case that
set off an international outery and
angered many moderate Muslims.

Gillian Gibbons' flight arrived at
London's Heathrow Airport shortly
after 7 am (2 am EST), and she told
reporters she was looking forward
toseeing her family and friends.

"I'm just an ordinary middle-
aged primary school teacher. [
went out there to have an adven-
ture, and got a bit more than [
bargained for," Gibbons said at a
briefnews conference.

Myanmar frees over
8,500 prisoners

AP, Yangon

Myanmar's military government
has granted amnesty to 8,585
prisoners as a gesture to the United
Nations and to celebrate progress
on its long-awaited constitution,
state media said Tuesday.

[twas unclear, however, if any of
the prisoners released were among
those detained when the junta
cracked down on anti-government
protests in September, sparking
global outrage and a flurry of visits
by UN officials,

Adozen politcal prisoners were
among those released, but none of
them was detained in connection
with the recent protests, said Nyan
Win, a spokesman for the opposi-
tion National League for
Democracy.

The junta traditionally frees
prisoners on holidays such as

Independence Day in January and
to markother occasions.

The amnesties were handed out
to show “cooperation with the
United Nations and the interna-
tional community” and to hail
recent progress in composing a
constitution, the Myanma Ahlin
newspaper reported.

The newspaper said 33 Thai
nationals were among those
released but did not give any other
details. Past government amnes-
ties have tended to free people
convicted of common crimes.

On Monday, a constitution
drafting committee began the work
of writing & new charter based on
guidelines laid out by a national
convention, which beganin 1993

and wrapped up in August.

Delegates to the convention
were almost all hand-picked by
the military.

PHOTO: AFP
Leaders of Myanmar's National League for Democracy attend a ceremony to mark the country's 87th National Day at
the party’s headquarters in Yangon yesterday. Opposition NLD called on the country's ruling junta to release its |
leader Aung San Suu Kyi as well as more than 1,800 other palitical prisoners believed to be behind bars.

JOB VACANCY

i Family Health

fh In!ernat!unal Family Health International (FHI), an international non-profit organization, is dedicated
to improving lives, knowledge, and understanding worldwide through a highly diversified program of
research, educatian and services in HIV and AIDS prevention, care and treatment, reproductive health, and
mﬁecthus diseases, FHI has signed a caoperative agreement with LUSAID to implemant the Bangladesh AIDS
Pragram (BAP). We are seeking qualified candidates far the follawing positions.

FHI Bangladesh is looking for:

1.
JOB SUMMARY:

Required Qualifications:

advertisement)

Finance Officer (1 Position)

The incumbent in this position Is respansible for: (1) Monitoring of financial and admin systems of IAs
supported by FHI Bangladesh and provide technical assistance in this area; (2) Ensuring all
disbursements/reimbursements are made in compliance with FHI palicy and applicable to USAID rules and
requlations; (3) Assist to develop IAs budget, coordinate with extaral auditars (If any) and follow up with
the IAs in arder to close the findings/ recommendations of auditors.

= MBA/Masters, Major in Finance/Accounting, or equivalent degree in a related field.

e 5years of wark experience in similar positions in related organizations

»  Demaonstrated knowledge, experience and familiarity with USAID federal compliance rules, reguiations

and standards associated with US federal funds.

s Frigr wark experience in similar INGO/NGO desirable.
Interested candidates meeting the above mentioned criteria, are encouraged to apply along with detailed
CV, a recent photograph, and a cover letter an or before December 09, 2007 preferably by e-mailing to
hr@midhaka.arg or alternatively by posting to “The Officer - HR and Admin, Family Health Inteérnational,
Bangladesh, House 5, Road 35, Guishan 2, Dhaka — 1212, (For detail, pleas& check the hdjohs.com

QUALIFIED WOMEN and PEOPLE WITH HIV ARE ESPECIALLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY
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PHOTO: AFP
Pakistani former prime minister Benazir Bhutto (L) speaks during a press conference at her resident with former
premier Nawaz Sharif (R) in Islamabad Monday. Sharif and Benazir sald Monday they would issue a list of demands
forthe governmentto meetor else face a boycott of Jan 8 elections.

'US report on Iran's nuke
undermines war cry'

AFP, Washington

A US intelligence appraisal
downplaying Iran's nuclear weap-
ons quest may have undermined
arguments for war, but still gives
plenty of fodder to the [slamic repub-
lie'sardenteritics, analysts said.

The intelligence report released
Monday said that Iran stopped its
arms drive in 2003, but observers
said it may not calm policy hawks
calling for President Gearge W Bush
to use military means to end Iran's
nuclear drive.

"Those who support military
action will continue to do sg"

Council on Foreign Relations ana-
lyst Michael Levisaid.

"Those that oppose it will main-
tain their stance too," Levi, the
author of "On Nuclear Terrorism,"
told AFP.

The National Intelligence
Estimate by all 16 US spy agencies
cited "high confidence" that Tehran
had halted its nuclear weapons
programme in late 2003 and "mod-
erate confidence" that the
programme had not restarted as of
mid-2007.

The surprise finding under-
mined US administration claims
swrounding Iran's nuclear ambi-
tions, but the NIE cautioned that

Iran was keeping its options open
and could be able to make a nuclear®
weapon sometime between 2010
and 2015.

"This daesn't tellus that we don't
have an urgent problem here
because Iran's growing capability to
make nuclear material is still dan-
gerous,” Levi said. "We certainly
should not think that Iran has no
(weapons) ambitions."

Washingron and its key
European allies -- France, Britain
and Germany -- are pressing for new
UN sanctions on Iran, but Russia
and China will likely seize on the
report to defend thelr resistance to
more punitive measures.

Israel vows to keep hitting
Gaza militants

AFP, Jerusalem

[srael vowed to keep targeting
militants in Hamas-run Gaza on
Tuesday as it mulled whether to
lzunch a widescale offensive

against  the territory. amid |

revived peace talks with the
Palestinians.

"For the moment, what's
important is to kill all those who
want to fire Qassam (rockets)
against Israel," Defence Minister
Ehud Barak told army radio.

Barak has recently authorised the

army to fire on manned Hamas
positions in the Gaza Strip, instead of
targeting only rocket-launching cells
and infrastructureas previously.

The attacks have killed some
two-dozen Palesginians, nearly all
df thermn militants, i° the past 10
days. Three members of Hamas's
military wing killed in an air strike
overnight, medics said Tuesday.

Barak vowed to continue with
the deadly raids and renewed
warnings that [srael would even-
tually launch a widescale offen-
sive in the territory where Hamas

violently seized power#n mid-
June.

"The Israeli army will continue
the extremely effective operations
of its special fnrr:es in the Gaza
Strip," he said. "Each day that
passes brings us {'.I:Jt.u toa vl;,nr—_
ous militaryoperation,” e

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert has
been under increasing pressure o
launch a major operation against
Gaza, ruled by a group pledged to
Israel's destruction and a base for *
militants firing rockets and mortars
atitonaneardailybasis.

ERRRER R AR R R R RER AR RERRRN

v Targetachievers

Is Selling Your Passion??
Do You Strive to Seek and Meet Challenges???
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If “YES', then we are the one yoirare-looking for. We are a renowned
Foreign Bank in search of individ
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v Professional Customer l—@
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y Ableto serve creahvely@u:ld up relationship
 Able to understand an%ht the customers

'-_._____T

 Ready to honor and m?f&am the Bank’s Social, Ethical
and Compliance practices—

Proactive, Self-motivated, Experienced Sales Officers who are capable of
working in a dynamic team and confident that they meet our requirements

are encouraged to send in their applications with a recent passport size
photograph to GPO Box No. 3490, Dhaka-1000 by 12 December 2007.

We take the pride of being an Equal Opportunity Employer

Qare...

BGMEA Complex, 23/1 Panthapath Link Road, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215

BGMEA

BGMEA is searching for an experienced Private Secretary (PS)

for the President of the Association, to maintain and coordinate
g the various activities of the President.
|PRIVATE SECRETARY (PS)

Requirements:

» The candidate must have Masters Degree in Commerce!!ntematlnnal trade/Journalism/

Mass Communication or English.

the relevant field.
Excellent communication in

e © e

{|e Atleast 5 years experience in any reputed national/ International Body or Organization in

English and Bangla.

Proficiency in computer operation.

Excellent relations with both Electronic and Print media.
Experience to arrange and take note of meetings.

* Work experience as a Private Secretary to the Chairman/CEQ of any reputed

national/international organization.

employment opportunity.

|Attractive remuneration will be offered to the suitable candidate. BGMEA is an equal

Interested candidates are requested to apply with full resume along with 2 recent Passport size

photographs to the following address by December 15, 2007.

Secretary, BGMEA, BGMEA Complex, 23/1, Panthapath Link Road, Kawran Bazar,

Dhaka-1215.




