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Bayern Munich midfielder Franck Ribery (2nd L) is congratulated for his goal by teammates Luca Toni (L) and Christian Lell (2nd R) during their Bundesliga

¢lashagainst Arminia Blelefeld on Sunday.

Basten remains
silent

INTERNET, udnated

Ribery shows his class

REUTERS, Madrid

Marco van Basten has already
come to a decision on whether he
wants to stay on as Holland coach
ahead of his showdown talks with
the Dutch Football Assaciation.

Van Basten will meet the Dutch
FA (KNVB) on Tuesday to discuss
extending his contract beyond this
summer's Euro 2008 finals,

But the former Ajax and AC
Milan striker insists he already
knowswhat hewants todo.

"T have made up my mind, butI
will first have to speak with the FA
before I can tell the public about
it,"Van Basten said.

"I have thought hard about it in
the weeks after we qualified for
Euro 2008."

It has been reported that the
KNVB want Van Basten to sign a
new deal which would tie him to
the position until after the 2010
World Cup.

Holland were drawn alongside
world champions Italy, Romania
and France on Sunday for the finals
of Buro 2008 in Austria and
Switzerland next summer.

‘Birmingham
takeover
still on track

AFP, Hong Kong

Hong Kong tycoon Carson Yeung's
plan to takeover Birmingham City
remains on track despite doubts
aver his ability to meet the deal's
deadline, a reportsaid Monday.

He wants the board of the
English Premier League club to
keep a cool head and work together
as the December 23 deadline to buy
the remaining 70.5 per cent of the
club draws near, the South China
Morning Postreported.

"We have alraady taken a 29.9
per cent stake in the club with real
cash, it was not for a joke," the
tycoon's spokesman Sammy Yu
Wai-yingwas quoted assaying.

He was speaking after a week-
end report in The Independent
newspaper that Yeung has failed to
prove he can raise 35 million
pounds (72 million US dollars) to
buy out Blues co-owners David
Sullivan and David Gold, who cast
doubts over the takeover.

Yu told the South China
Morning Post: "We don't know why
they (Gold and Sullivan) are being
s0 negative. This kind of news does
not help the cause, We hope thatall
parties will stay cool and work
together."

Loew markets
Klinsi for
England

INTERNET, undared

Germany coach Joachim Low has
backed Jurgen Klinsmann as an
ideal candidate for the England job.

Klinsmann, who guided his
native Germany to the World Cup
semi-finals in 2006, has been
linked with the role that became
vacant following Steve McClaren's
dismissal.

Low believes the former
Tottenham striker is ready to return
to the game and would be inter-
ested in taking charge of a national
teamagain,

Low is unsure whether the
Football Assoeiation is considering
Klinsmann but has urged England
to move forhim.

"I'm 100 per cent sure he will be
back in foatball because he was so
successful as a player and as a
coach,” Low said in the Daily
Mirror.

"l don't know what exactly his
plan is, but if he gets a good offer
from a national team, he will do
that.

"England have not told me what
they are planning, but for any big
team like them he wuuld be a good
coach.”

France mid-
fielder Franck
Ribery propelled

Munich

back to first
place in the
Bundesliga on
Sunday with a
splendid first:
halfgoal ina 1-0
victoryin the rainatArminia Bielefeld,

Ribery gathered a through ball
from Italy striker Luca Toni after
outracing two Bielefeld defenders.
He rounded goalkeeper Mathiak
Hain at the right edge of the box
before powering anangled shotinto
thevacant goal.

Ribery's goalin the 22nd minuta,
his fourth of the season, cam
against the run of play, turned the
match around and put Bayern back
into first place after Werder Bremen
temporarily moved ahead on
Saturday with their 2-1 win over
Hamburg SV,

Bayern lead the table with 3.t
points ahead of Werder's 33 anul
HSV's 30. In Sunday's other match,
Ivica Grlic scored in the 71st minute
to take MSV Duisburg 1o a, L-{!l s Win
over Nuremberg.

Bielefeld seemed more comfort-
able at first in the atrocious weather
conditions in front of 23,800 rain-
drenched fans and thoroughly
dominated the first 20 minutes,
repeatedly testing Bayern captain
Oliver Kahn.

Jonas Kamper was just wide with
a crisp free kickin the fourth minute
and then forced Kahn to his knees to
fist away a dipping long-range blast
five minutes later. A Sibusiso Zuma
shot in the 20th minute bounced off
theright post.

"It was a difficult match and it
took us a while to get our rhythm,"
Bayern coach Ottmar Hirzfeld told
PremiereTelevision.

"It took a long time but after 20
minutes we finally got going and
after we got ahead we didn't let
them nearour goal."

Ribery, who was also superb last
week in Bayern's 2-1 win againstViL
Wolfsburg with one goal and an
assist, once again proved he was
worth every cent of the Bundesliga
record 25 million euros (37 million
dollar) ransfer fee in the off-season.

"I'm very pleased," said Ribery,
taking on board the Bielefeld fans'

taunts before, the match ("Who |

needs Ribery when we have

FHOTO: AFP

Kamper"). After scoring his goal,
Ribery made mocking gestures to
the Bielefeld fans, drawing jeers,

"I wanted to get the three points
to take back to Munich," added
Ribery, who has been taking inten-
sive German lessons. "But you have
to hand it to Bielefeld. They played
aggressively.”

Bielefeld coach Ernst Mittendorp
was pleased despite losing.

"[twas an incredibly close match
to the final whistle. I'm not at all
disappointed. [ think we played a
fantasticmatch.”

Bielefeld's keeper Hain was
injured in a collision just before
halftime with Bayern striker
Miroslav Klose. He managed to
finish the half but was taken to
hospital with concussion.

Garman _football league table after
Sunday's matches (played, wan, drawn,
last, geals for, gaals against, points):

BayamMunich 15 10 4 1 31 834
WerderBremen 15 10 3 2 34 1833
Hamburg 15 9 3 3231200
BayerLevedusen1s 8 3 4 27 11 27
Karlsruha 15 8 2 516 1826
Schalka 04 16 6 7 222 1425

Imperious Inter

AFP, Rome

Inter Milan's
seemingly relent-
less march
towards the Serie
A title continued
& Sunday with a
s comprehensive
\m:u:lry over one of their main title
rivals.

Inter were at their dominant
best as they won 2-0 at Fiorentina,
confirming their coach Roberro
Mancini's pre-match asserticn
that the Viola are themselves not
ready to challenge for top honours.

Cesare Prandelli's young team
simply were not as powerful or
effective as their visitors and went
down to a’pair of first half goals
from Chilean Luis Jimenez and
Argentine Julio Cruz.

Mancini had said before the
match that Prandelli's team lacked
the experience for this season but
that they could develop in the
futureintoa top class outfit.

And this defeat, Fiorentina's
second of the season, saw them

slump to seven points behind
league leaders Inter, who also have
a game in hand. Only Roma are
keeping up with Inter at the
moment.

"Yes, this Sunday could be a
turning point," Mancini told Sky
Sport cameras. "Right now, [nter
and Roma are the best two squads.
Hopefully there will soon be
another turning point and Roma
will lose some points along the
way."

Jimenez opened the scoring on
10 minutes, slotting home after
running on to a through ball from
the excellent Zlatan [brahimovic.

The Sweden forward was also the
provider on the stroke of half-time
as he fed Cruz to squeeze the ball
into the far corner of the net past
Frenchgoalkeeper Sebastian Frey.

Ibrahimovic was unstoppable
and could easily have had a hat-
trick on the day but found Frey in
inspired form.

Fiorentina's former Chelsea
forward Adrian Mutu was not too
disheartened by the result.

"Today we were up against a

. PHOTO: AFP
AS Roma captain Francesco Totti sits on the bench prior to their Serie A
match against Udinese at the Olympic Stadium inRome on Sunday.

great team such as Inter. It's not
gone well for us but nearly every-
one has lost to the nerazzurri
(black-and-blues)."

Inter's lead at the top of the
table was pegged at three points by
Roma who came out on top in an
unlikely early-season, title-battle
against Udinese. i

Roma took the lead dfter j just 11
minutes in slightly fortuitous
circumstances. Brazil centre-back
Juan got in the way of David
Pizarro's effort from outside the
boxand the ball dropped kindly for
him to poke home past Samir
Handanovicin the Udinese goal.

But a minute later and Udinese
were level through former
Manchester United target Fabio
Quagliarella, who flicked the ball
up, swivelled and fired home from
outside thebox

Udinese also put the ball in the
net on 25 minutes but Quagliarella
was adjudged offside and two min-
utes later, Roma scored the winner,

Again it was slightly lucky as
French winger Ludoivic Giuly's
shot was only half-cleared and fell
to Brazilian midfielder Taddei who
air-kicked his first attempted vol-
ley, before finding the ball still
bouncing at his feet and his second
effort took a wicked deflection to
beat Handanaovic.

Roma coach Luciano Spalletti
insisted it was too soon to claim the
title would be atwo-horse race,

"Inter and Roma can mave clear
on Wednesd? (if both win their
games in hand) but it's too soon to
say that the others are out of the
titlerace," hesaid.

Udinese stay fourth while
Juventus are third in the table, five
paints down on Inter, after holding
AC Milan to a 0-0 draw at the San
Siro on Saturday,

It was Milan's seventh home
league game this season and the
seventh time they had failed to win.
They have just five points and three
goals from those games and now sit
eighth, a massive 16 points back
fromInter.

In other games Sunday, Catania
edged Palermo 3-1 in the Sicilian
derby, while Atlanta ran riot at
home to Napoli, winning 5-1.

In the late game, draw special-
ists Torino were held to a 1-1 stale-
mateathome to Genoa.

Italian league fable on Sunday (played,
won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals agains!,
paints):

Inter 13 9 4 026 8%
Roma 138 4 1 28 1728
Juventus 14 7 5 2 29 13 28
Udinese 14 7 4 3 17 15 25
Fiorentina 14 8 6 2 19 11 24
Alglanta 13 5 6 2 21 16 21

Lyon in
full flow

AFP, Paris

Champions Lyon pulled further
ahead of the packin French league
action on Sunday with a 5-0 rout of
Strasbourg as their nearest rivals
Nancyfell 2-1 at Le Mans.

Lyon's goal-fest, which
included a double from Swedish
international Kim Kallstrom,
stretched their advantage to six
points on Nancy who lost ground
after suffering just their second
defeatofthe season on Saturday.

Kallstrom opened for the six-
time champions after 13 minutes
after a superb move between
Francois Clere, Juninho, Sidney
Govou and Karim Benzema, and
Juninho increased their advantage
six minutes later with a free kick
which left Stephane Cassard with
no chancein the Strashourg goal.

The pressure continued after
the break with Benzema (65) add-
ing a third and Clerc finishing off a
Milan Baros pass for 12 minutes
from time, with Kallstrom convert-
ingapenaltyafter81 minutes.

Bordeaux, meanwhile, bounced
back from last week's 5-0 rout at
Caen to hold on to their third posi-
tion with a hard-fought 4-3 win
overvisiting Toulouse on Sunday.

A double from Brazilian
midfielder Wendel after seven and
39 minutes combined with Alou
Diarra's 33rd-minute goal gave the
Girondins a'3-0 advantage at the
break.

But a hat-trick from Swedish
striker Johan Elmander revived
Toulouse before Pierre Ducasse
dashed their hopes three minutes
from time, to leave the south-
western side just one point above
thedropzone.

Earlier Sunday, Valenciennes' 3-
0 win over Rennes saw them move
up two places to fifth as the Brittany
sidedropped toseventh.

Meanwhile, Paris St Germain
boss Paul Le Guen remained defi-
ant despite his side slumping to
their fifth defeat of the season at
their Parc des Princes stadium, a 1-
0lossto Caen, onSaturday.

Nicolas Florentin's 74th-minute
strike was the only goal of the night
as PSG remain stuck in the relega-
tion zone with just 16 points from
16 games.

Sloppy defending by Brazilian
Ceara allowed midfielder Florentin
a golden apportunity which he did
notmiss.

But Le Guen insisted: "The
season isn't over, [t's the moment
to dig deep and hold firm and show
character. I'm totally committed.
Inanycase [ won'tbegoing.”

On Saturday, Nancy slumped
despite taking the lead after nine
minutes following a penalty con-
verted by midfielder Benjamin
Gavanon.

Le Mans levelled after 59 min-
utes with a Hassan Yebda header
and superb finishing from Ivorian
midfielder Gervinho (80) secured
all three points for the hosts who
move up two places into fourth
with 26 points from 16 games.

Elsewhere, Marseilledrew 1-1 at
Lille as St Etienne were held 1-1 at
Lorient as were Monaco in their
Riveria derbywith Nice.

Lens moved up to 11th position
after a 2-0 win at second-from-
bottom Sochauxas tailenders Metz
lost 1-0 at home to resurgent
Auxerre,

Koeman
demands
improvement

REUTERS, Madrid

Valencia need a change in attitude
to end their poor run of form,
coach Ronald Koeman said after
their 3-0 home defeat to Athletic
Bilbao in the Primera Liga on
Sunday.

"We have hit rock bottom. We
have quality players who are not
performing to their best. The team
lack courage and aggression, we
will have changes for sure,” the
former Metherlands international
said.

Koeman was brought in to
replace the sacked Quique Sanchez
Flores at the beginning of
November, but has failed to make
the impact the board had perhaps
hoped for.

They have since lost their
chance of progressing in the
Champions League with a 2-0
home defeat to Rosenborg
Trondheim and a goalless home
draw with Schalke 04. As the bot-
tom side in Group B their chances
of making the UEFA Cup are very
slim.

The former Barcelona player
steered Valencia to a 3-0 home win
in his first Primera Liga game at the
helm, but has since seen the side
lose to Bilbao and Racing
Santander.

They are sixth in the standings,
eight points behind leaders Real
Madrid.

When he was presented
Koeman said it was important that
Valencia's notoriously fickle fans
enjoyed themselves and that he got
the balance right between enter-
tainmentand results.

The Mestalla's angry reaction to
Sunday's defeat indicated there is
still much work tado,

Koeman, who is Valencia's
fourth coach in three years since
the departure of Rafael Benitez to
Liverpool, has a contract until
2010.

Jose readies blueprint

Jose Mourinho has prepared a
blueprint for English football
success in anticipation that the
Football Association will make
formal contact this week for dis-
cussions over the vacant England
manager's position.

There have been several indirect
approaches from managers and
players led by the national captain,
John Terry, amid a groundswell of
public support for the Portuguese.
Mourinho believes the approaches
have been made on behalf of the
FA, since Terry and others asked
whether his personal contact
details could be handed over to FA
officials.

The Portuguese declined, say-
ing that all contact must be busi-
nesslike and directed through his
agent, Jorge Mendes. The former
Chelsea manager is preparing to go
on & 10-day family holiday before
Christmas but is beginning to miss
being involved with football. If the
FA wants to make its move,
Mourinho is keen to hold discus-
sions before the yearisout.

Mourinho's blueprint includes

restarting the building of the
National Football Centre at Burton,
the creation of an organisation
based on club structures and a full-
time medical department uncon-
nected with any Premier League
team.

Although he has made no deci-
sions about whether he would
accept a job offer, Mourinho has
certainly not ruled out becoming
Steve McClaren's successor. Thatis
in contrast with a report in one
national newspaper yesterday,
which declared that he was prepar-
ing to "defect" to Milan after being
offered the job of managing the
European champions.

The article suggested Mourinho
is using the FA's putative interest as
leverage to land a position at a top
club in S ain or Italy. However
Mourin who won the
Champiuns League with Porto
before lifting the Premier League
trophy in successive seasons with
Chelsea, has been angered by the
report and was keen to send that
message to the FA yesterday.

"These are lies; Jose is not wait-
ing for an approach from these
clubs," said Mourinho's media
consultant, Eladio Parames. "Jose
has had no apﬂmach fromany club
and no one has contacted Jorge
[Mendes]. If there is an approach

from the FA, Jose will decide.”

Whether he would find any offer
from the FA acceptable would
depend on how Soho Square offi-
cials react to his vision for
England's future. Unlike other
foreign candidates, such as Fabio
Capello and Guus Hiddink,
Mourinho has intimate knowledge
of the English game and has
received intelligence on the work-
ings of the international team from
the England plnyers at Stamford
Bridge.

That has prompted him to for-
mulate an outline of the reforms he
believes would be required for
England to have a chance of win-
ning a first trophy in 44 years at the
World Cup in South Africa in 2010.
He would be excited at the opportu-
nity to work with English players,
having derived huge enjoyment
from his involvemnent in the Premier
League. His family have also
enjoyed their stay in London and he
would be keen to keep thatlifestyle.

A friend of Mourinho said yes-
terday: "In my opinion if they want
him - and I believe they do because
there's a lot of pressure from the
players and peaple in general in
England - and if they accept his
plans, I think he could be England's
nextboss.”

Villarreal slip up

AFP, Madrid

By
&

LFP

Sunday.

Real have 32 points Emm 14
games and a four-point lead after
their 3-1 win over Racing
Santander on Saturday, helped by
two goals from club captain Raul
Gonzalez.

Villarreal slip to third, behind
Barcelona on goal difference with
both clubs on 28 points, after the
Catalan giants drew 1-1 at local
rivals Espanyolon Saturday.

Joseba Llorente opened the
scoring for Valladolid after 18
minutes when he found the net
with a tremendous header from 10
yards out. Victor Fernandez added
Valladolid's second goal 11 min-
utes after the break,

"In the first half we had our
chances and should have been
drawingat the break. We started the
second half playing well but when
Valladolid got their second goal,
that was it," lamented Villarreal
coach Manuel Pellegrini.

Atletico Madrid moved up to
fourth place with acomfortable 2-0
win over relegation-threatened
Real Betis.

Jose Antonio Reyes nearly put
Atletico ahead after just three
minutes when he hit the cross bar
but Diego Forlan broke the dead-
lockafter33 minutes.

The prolific Uruguayan striker
controlled a Kun Aguero cross with
his chest before scoring with a left
foot shot from the edge of the six
yard box. Raul Garcia added
Atletico'ssecond in Injury time.

There were ugly scenes at the
end of the game as Betis supporters
tried to storm the directors boxand
police had to move quickly to
protect the club president Jose
Gomez and former president
Manuel Ruizde Lopera.

The future of the Betis coach
Hector Cuper is also in doubt after
just two wins this season which has
left the Seville-based club second
from bottom.

A90th minute headed goal from
Getafe's Braulio Nobrega meant
heart break for bottom club
Levante as they went down 2-1 to
stay without an away point this
season.

Levante took the lead after 15
minutes when Riga Mustapha

Villarreal came
up short in their
bid to keep up
the pressure on
league leaders
Real Madrid
when they went
down 2-0 at
struggling
Valladolid on

rebound from his own penalty
which Getafe goalkeeper Pato
Abbondanzierihad palmed away.

Getafe equalised just after the
hour when Braulio latched onto a
long pass from the midfield by Manu
Del Moral, who had hit the past
himselfjust two minutes earlier.

The game was overshadowed
though by a worrying incident
involving Levante defender Inaki
Descarga.

Descarga collapsed to the
ground unconscious after an acci-
dental clash of heads with Getafe
midfielder Ruben De La Red nine
minutes before halftime.

An ambulance was brought
onto the pitch and Descarga was
still unconsciousness several
minutes later as heleft the ground.

However, it was later confirmed
that he had come around in a
Madrid hospital and was out of
immediate danger.

"We talked about abandoning
the game with the referee and
Michael Laudrup (the Getafe
coach). We said that we would see
how he was and make a decision
during half time. The news was
gooad so we decided to carry on,”
said Levante coach Gianni De
Biasi.

Osasuna edged away from the
relegation zone with a 2-1 win over
fellow strugglers Deportivo La Coruna,
whosliptothird frombottom,

Czech midfielder faroslav Plasil

got his first goal for Osasuna since
joining the Pamplona-based side
from Monaco in the summer, with
a spectacular left foot volley after
47 minutes.

Deportivo equalised through
Ruben Castro with six minutes to
go but Dady got the Osasuna's
winner two minutes before the
whistle with a left foot free kick
from 20 metresout.

Valencia's woes increased just four
days after they failed to qualify for the
knockout stages of the Champions
League when they crashed 3-0 at
hometoAthletic Bilbao.

It was the Basques first win in
Valencia's Mestalla stadium for 20
years,

Francisco Yeste got Athletic's
first goal after 33 minutes with a
rasping free kick from 25 _metres
out and then Fernando Llorente
added two more in the second half
to pile on the misery for Valencia
and theircoach Ronald Koeman.

Spanish football league fable after
Sunday's mafches (played, won, drawn,
lost, goals for, goals against, paints):

RealMadid 14 10 2 2 33 14 32
Barcglona 14 8 4 227 11 28
Villarmeal 4 9 142621 28
AlleticoMadrid 14 8 3 3 29 17 27
Espanyul 4 7 522015 26
Valencla 14 8 062020 M

PHOTO: AFP

Valladolid striker Victor Fernandez (front) celebrates after scoring to sink
Villarreal intheir Primera Liga clash at the Zorrilla Stadium on Sunday.
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