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P . One shotin Railway wagon ferry service

At least 1000 PBCP men move in the guise of Thakurgaon between Balashi and
Bahaduarabad ghat was sus-

STAR NATIONAL DESK pended yesterday 12 days after its

fishermen, boatmen or hawkers

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Outlaws belonging to Purba
Banglar Communist Party (PBCP)
have taken shelter in shoal areas
of Shivalaya and Daulatpur
upazilas in Manikganj, Goalunda
upazila in Rajbari and Bera
upazilain Pabna district.

Around 1000 PBCP members
including their 'regional leader'
are staying in the areas and have
established a big network. Their
'regional leader’' Abdus Samad
Khan alias Samad Member for

police station in Rajbari, is known
as a notorious terrorist in
Faridpur, Kushtia and Rajbari
districts. He established a big
network of outlaws and criminals
with the help of his nephew Abu
Bakr Khan, sisters-in-law Abul
Kashem of Surfjonagar in Rajbari
and Abul Kashem of Meherpur.
All are known as toll collectors
and killers in their areas, intelli-
gence sources said.

Abu Bakr Khan [s now in
Rajbari jail in a case for murder-
ing a local Union Parishad chair-

basin districts, the police super-
intendentsaid. 3

On September 30, six outlaws
were arrested by a joint police
team from Gheor and Daulatpur
police station. They were arrested
from a boat on Dheleswari river
when they were returning after
piracy on the Jamuna. Police also
recovered some firearms from
their possession.

[t was gathered that at least
100 outlaws are in Aricha ghat
area in the guise of boatmen,
fishermen or hawkers. A similar

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
shot a Bangladeshi farmer on
Daneshpur border in Pirganj upazila
of Thakurgaon yesterday morning.

The body of a Bangladeshi cattle
trader, shot dead by BSF on
November 26 near Taluigachha
border in Satkhira Sadar upazila,
was returned on Sunday night
while BSF and BDR traded gunfire
on Rudrapur border in Sharsha
upazilain Jessore district.

The body of Rafiqul Islam, killed by
BSF at Amudia, a bordering village in
Swarupnagar thana under 24
Parganasdistrict ofWest Bengal oppo-
site to Taluigachha border in Sadar

]

Farmers from faraway areas thronged dealers' shops at Chandpurtown yestarday butwere bewildered finding those locked.
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restoration due to fall in water level
in the Jamuna. The Western
Railway authorities said the eight-
kilometer railway track between
Trimohoni and Balashi ghat was
damaged due to consecutive floods
resulting in suspension of train and
wagon ferry services since July 28
this year. The authorities, spending
Tk I crore, restored ferry service on
November 19.

But ferry route between Balashi
and Bahaduabad ghat got silted.

When contacted, Balashi ghat
marine superintendent Kazi Md
Salim said the navigability of the
route won't be restored without
dredging.
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Notorious outlaw Samad
Member is a fugitive carrying
death sentence for murder. He
killed Subodh Chandra Laskar, a
businessman of Raipur village in
Modhukhali upazila in Faridpur
districtin 1996.

He also allegedly killed his
accomplice Mojai member in
2001. The sources claimed that
Samad Member and his gang still
collect toll from people including
traders and rich farmers in
Rajbari, Faridpur and Kushtia
districts.

Locals claimed that Samad
Member has taken shelter at
Khasher Char (shoal) in
Shivalaya upazila. A powerful
Union Parisad chairman in
Shivalaya is backing him, they
claimed,

Samad, 45, son of Geda Kha of
Nabagram village under Pachuria

Ahmed said police are aware of
outlaws in shoals in Jamuna nnd
are conducting raids in different
areas (o nab them. "We are deter-
mined to crush their network”, he
said.

On September 16, three
PBCP men were killed and rive
others injured in a shoatout
with police at Charavanga on
the Jamuna river in Manikganj
district. Two policemen were
also injured in the encounter.
Some firearms were recovered
in the operation.

The shootout took place as
police raided their den when
about 17 outlaws were prepaling
for dacoity.

During interrogation, the
arrested outlaws had admitted
being members of PBCP und
disclosed information on their
network in the three Jamauna

Daulatpur upazilas in Manikganij.

The sources said at least 200
outlaws are active in Dhopagati
and Katakhali in Goalunda
upazilain Rajbari.

The outlaws move on engine
boats on Padma and Jamuna
rivers. They move in the guise of
fishermen or boatmen and
pretend to be poor innocent
men,

Sometimes they also work at
farmers’ houses as cowboys or
day laborers, police said. They
also work at hotels and even
paddle rickshaws during day-
time.

The police superintendent said
they have to move cautiously so
that any innocent man is not
harassed while nabbingoutlaws.

Intelligence officials are also in
the areas alongside the police
drive.

forces on December 2 night, reports
our Satkhiracorrespondent.

BSF men of Amudia camp in
Swarupnagar opened fire on Rafiqul
Islam, 38, of village Hawalkhali in
Sadar upazila, some 500 yards from
the zero point, inside the Indian
territory at aboutr 4:30am on
November 26 when the victim along
with others was returning with cattle
fromIndia to Bangladesh territory.

Meanwhile, the BSF of Tentulia
camp in Swarupnagar police sta-
tion under North 24 Parganas
district of West Bengal opposite to
Rudrapur border in Sharsha
upazila fired two bullets targeting
the BDRof Rudrapur camp at about
3:30am on Sunday, forcing the BDR
toretaliate with 11 bullets.

Our Dinajpur correspondent
adds: A Bangladeshi farmer was
bullet-hit by Border Security Force
(BSF) of [ndia on Daneshpur bor-
der under Pirganj upazila of
Thakurgaon yesterday morning,
BDR sources said.

A CORRESPONDENT, Chandpur

Crisis of fertiliser has dashed farm-
ers' hopes to recover from Sidr
damages in most areas of six
upazilas in Chandpurdistrict.

Crisis of Triple Super Phosphate
(TSP), Potash and MP fertilisers is
prevailingin the areas.

Yesterday and the day before,
many farmers were seen moving in
the fertiliser market at Ghatno. 5in
Chandpur town but most shops
were closed.

ADC (General) Tajul Islam,
Sadar upazila nirbahi officer
(UNO) and the Upazila agriculture

Farmers' hopes dashed
by fertiliser crisis

officer along with some newsmen
visited the area at about 3 pm
yesterday and saw angry farmers
crowding in front of closed ferti-
liser shops. Only three out of 42
fertiliser shops were open with
limited supplies.

Police controlled the situation.

The ADC then called general
secretary of local fertilizer dealers'
association Hazrat Ali and asked
him why the shops were closed. But
he could not give any satisfactory
answer. Somne sources claimed that
an artificial crisis of fertiliser was
prevailing in the district.

Deputy Director of Agriculture
Extension Department Abdur

Rashid also admitted shortage of
fertiliserin the district.

Talking to this correspondent,
some farmers said they wanted to
recover the loss caused by the
recent cyclone by growing potato
and other winter crops but they are
undone now as fertilisers are not
available. Some of the farmers
alleged that the dealers have made
a syndicate to earn more profit by
creating an artificial crisis.

Farmers lsmail Hossain of
Moishadi, Jibon of Hapania, Abdul
Latif Miji of Ghachtola and Khalilur
of Ashikati in Chandpur Sadar area
said government should open
fertiliser shopsatunionlevel.

in Pabna

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Pabna Sadar police arrested a
fugitive convict from his house at
Raninagar village of Dogasi union
in Sadarupazilahere.

Alai Sardar38, who was sen-
tenced to jail for 65 years in three
criminal cases remained abscond-
ing since pronouncement of ver-
dicts in 2003. In the first case, he
was awarded 42 years jail term for
murder, in the second case, he was
20 years jail term for possessing
illegal arms and ammunition and
in the third case, he was awarded
three years jail term for some crim-
inal activities, police said.

Acting on a tip-off, police
arrested him after conducting a
raidat his house Sunday night.
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