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Israel orders army to
step up Gaza strikes

AFP, Jerusalem

Defence Minister Ehud Barak said
yesterday he has authorised the
army to target militant structures
across the Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip
as Isracl mulls a broad military
incursion into the territory.

"The defence minister has
recently authorised the army to
expand its operations in response
to the Hamas fire to include target-
ing manned Hamas military posi-
tions," Barak's office quoted him as
telling the weekly cabinet meeting,

Israel has in recent months
carried out strikes against rocket-
launching cells and infrastructure,
but has refrained from targeting
Hamas military headquarters since
the Islamist movement seized
control over Gazalast June, asenior
security source told AFP.

The army has now been given
the green light to bomb militant
structures and positions all over

the impoverished Palestinian
territory in response to nearly daily
rocket fire into southern Israel, he
added.

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert's
government has been debating
whether to launch a broad military
operation in Gaza, with Barak
repeatedly warning that "every day
brings us closer toan operation.”

Eighteen Palestinians have been
killed in a series of Israeli air and
ground operations across Gaza
over the pastweek, marking a sharp
escalationintheviolence there.

Meanwhile, Israel on Sunday
allowed more than 250 Palestinians
from the Hamas-run Gaza Strip to
cross into Egypt via Israeli territory
for the first time in months, wit-
nesses and officials said.

Some 254 Palestinians crossed
the Erez checkpoint between
northern Gaza and Israel and were
then taken by bus to the El-Oja
(Nizana) crossing between Egypt

and Israel, Palestinian officials
responsible for coordination with
Israel said.

Most of the Palestinians either
study or work abroad, they said,
adding that it was the first time in
several months that Isracl had
allowed peopleto crossinto Egypt.

No immediate comment was
available from the Israclis.

Since Hamas, which is pledged
to the Jewish state's destruction,
violently seized control of Gaza in
mid-June Israel has imposed ever-
tighter restrictions on the move-
ment of goods and people out of
theimpoverished territory.

The Rafah terminal with Egypt -
- Gaza's only border crossing that
bypasses [srael -- has been closed
since the Hamas takeover, and the
only way for people to move
between Gaza and Egypt has been
when Israel has allowed people to
be taken by bus between Erez and
El-Oja.

|
PHOTO. AFP

Pakistani Christians bnlonglngtothaWurld Minorities Alliance hold pictures of religious and political leaders during
amarchin Islamabad yesterday. Former federal minister J Salik has urged the Commonwealth to suspend President
General Musharraf and not Pakistan because his dlscrlmlnatury pcllcywm be highly detrimental to minorities in the

_commg elections. e

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

successful career in banking

academic career.

Southeast Bahk Limited is a fast growing modemn banking institution having a unique corporate
culture & friendly working environment which unites people towards achieving goals in every aspects
of Bank's operations.

The Bank is looking for some young, energetic, dynamic and self motivated professionals who are
willing to face challenges, work hard and contribute in a technology driven environment for a

Eligibility: The candidate should have a minimum Bachelor Degrez in Con‘llputer Science/ B.Sc in any
Engineering discipline from reputed institutions having no 3™ Division/Class and below CGPA 3.00 in

e Must have knowledge of Win XP, Win 2K Professional, Win 2K Server, SQL Server, Active
Directory, Outlook 2003 etc.
Will have basit knowledge in maintaining and troubleshooting network (i.e, LAN and WAN),
Will have sound knowledge on networking devices such as HUB, Switch and Router.
Experienced in maintaining and troubleshooting PCs, Servers, Printers & UPS.

+« A+ cerification or any equivalent hardware training and qualification will be preferred.

The job offers attractive compensation package for the deserving candidate at Entry Level.
Age: Not over 30 years (Age may be relaxed for experienced candidate).

Eligible and interested candidates are reguested to send their CV's with 3 (three) copies of recent

passport size photographs, attested copies of all academic certificates addressed to the Executive

Vice President, Human Resources Division, Southeast Bank Limited, Head Office, 1,
' Dilkusha C/A (3™ Floor), Dhaka-1000 in a sealed envelop within 15.,12.,2007.

Any incomplete application shall be rejected.

Southeast Bank Limited
A Bank With Vision
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Russian President Viadimir Putin (2R) and his wife Ludmila (R) speak with voters while entering a Moscow polling
station yesterday to cast their votes in Russia's parliamentary. elections, Several people at the polling station

applauded Putin.

Russian vote seen as
referendum on Putin

AP, Moscow

Russians voted Sunday in a parlia-
mentary election where the only
question was whether President
Vladimir Putin's party would win a
strong majority of seats or a crush-
ingshare.

The election follows months of
increasingly acidic thetoric aimed
against theWest and efforts, by law
and by truncheon, to stifle oppo-
nents,

A huge win for Putin's United
Russia party could pave the way for
him to stay at the country's helm
once his presidential term expires
in the spring. The party casts the
election as essentially a referen-
dum on Putin's nearly eight years
in office. Many of its campaign
banners that festoon the capital
read "Moscowis voting for Putin."”

"He's a good man. Any woman
would love to see him in her
house," said Polina Amanyewva, 58,

at a Moscow polling station where |
I she. mu:l »sh{_ vmpd fur United

ke (2l

Russia)
Putinis wns.nmm:ml]v prohib-

ited from running for a third con-
secutive term as president in
March. But he clearly wants to keep
his hand on Russia's levers of
power, and has raised the prospect
of becoming prime minister; many

know who I'll vote for; I'll decide
when 1 get to the booth," said Ivan
Kudrashov as he entered Moscow's
Christ the Savior Cathedral for
Sunday Mass.

'Major powers to seek
sanctions against Iran’

AFP, Paris

The six powers dealing with Tran's
contested nuclear programme will
start work on a resolution calling
for new sanctions against Iran at
the UN Security Council, a French
diplomatic source said Saturday
afterameeting here.

"The six have agreed to examine
the elements of anew resolution on
sanctions” against Tehran, said the
diplomat, who asked to remain
anonymous,

"A compromise text will be
worked out and should circulate
between the capital cities con-
cerned nextweek.”

Thetextwouldbesenttothe UN
Security Council in New York if the
countrics manage to agree on the
details, the source added,

Tehran is already under two sets
of UN sanctions, as well as unilat-
eral US sanctions, for refusing to
suspend uranium enrichment.

Representatives of the United
States, Russia, China, France,
Britain and Germany met in Paris
on Saturday to discuss Iran’s con-
tested nuclear programme after
last-ditch talks failed to produce a
breakthrough.

The European Union's foreign
policy chief Javier Solana said he
was "disappointed” after the talks
in London on Friday with Iranian
nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili,
hours before a deadline for him to
teport back to world powers on the
issue.

"1 have to admit that after five
hours of meetings I expected more,
and therefore 1 am disappointed,”

Solana told reporters.

The talks were seen as a last
chance for Tehran before a possible
new round of sanctions, though
hopes of a breakthrough had been
slim.

Jalili said Saturday that Iran was
not to blame for the disappoint-
ment expressedbySolana.

"The fact is that we defended
the Iranian nation's rights and
stressed fulfilling our duties and
that the Iranian nation will not
accept anything that goes beyond
the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty." he said.

"If some people have become
disappointed because they cannot
deprive Iran of its natural rights
then this is another matter,” Jalili
told reporters after arriving back in
Tehran.

Western nations suspect Iran is
using its nuclear programme to
covertly develop a nuclear bomb.
Despite Iranian denials, the United
States and its allies are pressing for
stronger UN sanctions against
Tehran, a move resisted by China
and Russia.

The French diplomat said the
new resolution would be a com-
promise between Western nations
and China and Russia. A resolution
could be agreed upon in the short-
term, perhaps in the coming
weeks, the source said,

Tehran had promised to bring
"new ideas” to the table for the
London talks but Solana's
spokeswoman Cristina Gallach
said Friday: "There was not
enough new in order not to be
disappointed.”

supporters have suggested his
becoming a "national leader,"
though what duties and powers
thatwould entail are unclear.

He has said that a strong show-
ing for the party Sunday would give
him the moral right to ensure that
politicians in power continue his
policies. Recent opinion polls
suggest the party could win up to
80 percentof seals,

"I'm sure that voters have deter-
mined their preferences and now
only have to come and vote for the
party whose platform seems con-
vincing, vote for those people in
whom you trust,” Putin told report-
ers after casting his ballot at the
Russian Academy of Sciences,

The dominance of United
Russia provoked a fatalistic atti-
tudein some voters. » -«

"I think the tesiilt was prclly
much planned in advance. T don't

Chavez renews
attacks on US
ahead of polls

AFP, Caracas

President Hugo Chavez again
threatened Saturday to halt oil
exports if he sees US maddling in,
or after, a hotly contestedweekend
referendum that could let him lead
Venezuela for therest of hislife.

"If it starts a process of destabili-
sation, incites a civil war, not only
will the United States not getany of
the 3.2 million barrels (produced
per day in Venezuela according to
official figures) but nothing will go
onto the market, not a drop,”
Chavez warned, explaining he
would stop all oil exports.

"There will be no oil for anyone,
and the price per barrel will go up
to 200 dollars,” he said in an hours-
long encounterwithreporters.

His comments reaffirmed a
threathe madelate Friday, in a final
rally before Sunday's plebiscite.
They also appeared to break elec-
tionrules barring any campaigning
the day before polling.

In the capital, some residents
cheered Chavez'sstrongline.

Gaza petrol
stations shut

for lack qf fl.lel

AFP, Gaza City

Petrol stations shut across the Gaza
Strip on Sunday as Israel continued
to provide only testricted quanti-
ties of fuel to the Hamas-run terri-
tory, industry officials and wit-
nesses said.

"Sorry, no fuel, no benzine, no
petrol,” read a typical sign posted
ataGaza City petrol station,

"All stations in Gaza have been
shut down because there is no fuel
of any kind,” Mahmud al-
Khuzudnar, a deputy chief of a
Gaza association for petrol sta-
tions, told AFP.

Israel, which provides Gaza
with all its fuel, has delivered
only restricted supplies since
October 28 and Khuzudnar said
that the association was not
releasing for sale the quantities

received on Sunday in protest of

the cuts.

Khuzudnar said that 60,000
litres of diesel came through via
Israel on Sunday instead of the
350,000 litres that are needed on a
daily basis.

“"We are not putting the 60,000
litres on sale to protest at the
cutbacks,” Khuzudnar said,
adding that the fuel would go into
storage.
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Dedicated to
medical excellence.

Because every life matters.

Medical Excellence
Genuine Care

' Singapore Health Services-SingHealth-is the largest healthcare group in Singapore,
- offering a complete range of integrated services.' Cutting edge technology and
facilities support SingHealth's internationally qualified doctors,” dedicated nurses
and committed health science professionals.

Singapore’s largest acute tertiary hospital offering world class team-based quality care
@ Gastroenterology @ Liver surgery @ Liver transplantation @ Urology:Robotic surgery for prostate

cancer @ Nephrology @ Cochlear Implant @ Endoscopic rhinoplasty ® Immune deficlency ©
diseases @ Nuclear Medicine :PET Scan @ Diagnostic & therapeutic endoscopy @ Breast surgery & § o
reconstruction @ Cord Blood Stem Cell transplant ® Minimally invasive orthopaedic surgery

Singapore
General Hospital
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@7 KK Women's
%" | and Children's

Hospital

surgical treatment @ Treatment of congenital abnormalities
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Renowned Integrated hospital providing comprehensive highly spacialised care for women and chlldran

@ MR Guided fibroid ablation @ Invitro fertilization @ Intracytoplasmic
sperm injection @ Super ovulation & Intrauterine insemination @ Vaccine
for cervical cancer @ Breast cancer treatment @ Breast reconstruction @
Sacrospinous fixation @ Congenital heart disease of children-medical &

YR AT
Centre of excellence delivering trusted quality and accessible care

Changi
General
Hospital

e

@ Sports Medicine @ Knee Replacement @ Spine surgery @ Diagnostic &
therapeutic endoscopy @ Obstructive sleep apnoea @ Dermatology @

Gastroenterology @ Urology @ Rehabilitative services

A non-stop specialist centre housing Singapore's largest pool of oncologists

%

National Cancer e Liver, lung, lymphoma, thoracic, colorectal and musculo-skeletal Cancer treatment
Centre Singapore g Cancer screening-Neoplasm interception program:Nip
@ Medical, surgical & Radiation oncologist-A team approach-in one visit

Rt
Providing comprehensive and complex diagnostic and therapeutic cardiac services and treatment

National Heart
Centre Singapore

®

e Minimally invasive surgery e CABG vascular surgery e Valve replacement, "
heart transplantation, defilbrator implantation, lung transplantation "

e Minimally invasive (endoscopic) thoracic sympathectomy
e Tracheal resection & reconstruction

The International specialist centre for the management and care of neurologicel diseases

National
Neuroscience
Institute

W

Singapore
National
Eye Centre

&
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National
Dental Centre

e Cerebro vascular neurosurgery e Gamma knife radiosurgery

e Paediatric neurosurgery e Spinal Injury-surgery e Neuro genetics

e Paediatric neurology

Lasik @ Treatment of macular degeneration @ USG of the eye
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Established International centre known for its high quality one-stop personalised eye care services g

e Corneal transplantation e Endoscopic lacrimal surgery e Orbit tumour

surgery e Tooth in eye surgery for blind @ Surgery for retinal detachment

Leading dental centre delivering quality specialist oral healthcare services

e Prosthodentic e Aesthetic Surgery
e Jaw Alignment e Implants
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Visiting Consultant

1. Prof. Tay Boon Keng-Chairman
Medical Board International Singhealth

2. Dr. Yong Wel Scan-Consutant Surgia! Oncology *

3. Dr. Toh Han Chong-

Senior Consultant Medical Oncology

4. Dr. Kenny Sin Yong Kong-
Senior Consultant Cardiothoracic Surgery

@A&Axﬁ Heafthcare Services

Medical Associate of SingHealth
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24 Hour Hotline

1 (B5) 6326 5656
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