. Major part of
donations
being spent for
rebuilding: CA

UNB, Dhaka

Chief Adviser (CA) Fakhruddin
Ahmed yesterday said a major part
of donations given to the Chief
Adviser's Relief and Welfare Fund is
being spent on rebuilding houses
in the cyclone-battered areas.

He said this while receiving
donations for the cyclone victims
from a number of individuals and
organisations at his officc. The CA
thanked them all for their contri-
butions. :

Referring to his visits to the
cyclone-hit areas, the head of the
caretaker government said houses
in most places have either com-
pletelyor partially damaged.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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Only 4pc go for higher

education after college

Shortage of universities main reason

SURANJITH DEABNATIL

After passing HSC, a little mone
than four percent students pursue
higher education in the country as
the public and private universities
combined do not have adequate
scatsto accommodate them,

According to a report of the
University Grants Commission
(UGC), the percentages are 11.9 in
India, 29.3 in Malaysia and 37.3 in
Thailand.

With the number of HSC-
qualified students increasing every
year, academics have suggested
increasing the number of universi-

ties and seats at the existing univer-
sities besides ensuring quality
education.

UGC Chairman Prof Nazrul
Islam told The Daily Star, "No
doubt time has come to take steps
for increasing seats at the existing
universities. But we will also have
to maintain quality education,
otherwise the very purpose of
higher education will be
defeated.”

Prof Nazrul suggested introduc-
ing double shifts or evening shift at
the public universities and reputa-
ble private universities to meet the
present crisis.

The 20-year (2006-2026) strate-
gic plan of UGC for higher educa-
tion in Bangladesh suggests that at
least 28 new universities will have
to be established to absorb 15
percent HSC-passed students for
highereducation.

Tough admission fight in the
public universities now denies
around two lakh students, includ-
ing even those who achieved GPA 5
in both S8C and HSC, admission in
subjects of their first choice
because of the shortage of seats.

Around 2.5 lakh students are

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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6 more bodies
found 16 days
after cyclone

UNB, Barguna

Six more decomposed bodies were
recovered from different areas of
cyclone-hitSadarupazila yesterday.

With the recovery, the official
death toll from November 15 cyclone
Sidrraisedto 1,277 in the district.

Locals said thefire fighters recov-
ered the bodies from paddy fields at
Nishanbaria, Gazi Mahmud and
Nalivillages inthe afternoon.

Four of them were identified as
Kulsum Bibi, 95, wife of
Mohammad Munshi, and Kanika
Rani, 5, daughter of Bhabachandra
Hawlader of Nishanbaria village,
Marzina, 8, daughter of Moslem, of
Gazi Mahmud village, and
Noorjahan, 60, wife of Lal Mia
Sikder of Nalivillage, Identity of the
restcould not be known.
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Aman loss Tk 2,000cr
at final count

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

About cight lakh metric tons of
Aman crops worth around Tk 2,000
crore have been damaged in
Cyclone Sidr that ripped through
the southwestern districts last
month, shows the agriculture
ministry's final damage assess-
ment.

The report unveiled at a press
conference yesterday reads, "The
overall shortfall in Aman produc-
tion for the current fiscal stands at
14 lakh metric tons as crops to the
tune of another six lakh metrictons
have already been damaged in
floods.”

Agriculture Adviser CS Karim,
Secretary Abdul Aziz and senior

officials of the ministry spoke at the
pressconference.

The adviser said, “We will make
good the shortfall through rice
import from global market and
food assistance from donors.” He
however ruled out the possibility of
any food crisis in the country
despitethe losses.

He said banks and NGOs would
be the government's partner in
post-cyclone rehabilitation
programimes.

The government will design the
programmes in consultation with
different stakeholders.

Besides, it would distribute
seeds of high-yield Boro varieties
among the farmers for increased
production in the next season, he

added,

Abduliah-Al-Shahin, senior
information officer of the ministry,
presented the updates on food
production and supplysituations,

He said the government will
have to import 31 lakh metric tons
of rice from global market to
address supply shortage in domes-
tic market. That will be 29 percent
higher than the import last fiscal
year, according to final accounts of
the agriculture ministry.

“Twelve lakh metric tons of rice
has already been imported and the
rest [19 lakh] will be imported soon
by the government and privale
traders,” he said adding the gov-
crnment agencies would bring in

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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India allows import
of 5 lakh MT rice

Pranab offers rebuilding of
10 Sidr-hit villages

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

India yesterday lifted its banon rice
exports to the tune of five lakh
tonnes to help Bangladesh deal
with its food shortages and also
proposed to pay for the full rebuild-
ing of 10 villages badly affected by
Sidr.

Indian External Affairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee made the
announcement during his daylong
visit to Bangladesh yesterday,
which follows discussions with
Foreign Adviser Iftekhar A
Chowdhury on the sidelines of the

~Commonwealth leaders summit in
Ugandarecently.

During a press conference at a
city hotel ‘before his departure,
Mukherjee told reporters that the
ban has been partially lifted to help
Bangladesh meet the demand for
rice, which the government esti-
mated to be around a million
tonnes.

India earlier banned rice
exports to protect its domestic
market from shortage, but decided
to export five lakh tonnes to
Bangladesh in view of Sidr guining

the south-west coastline's Aman
crop.

Last weck, the government
asked donors to purchase five lakh
tonnes of food relief from overseas,
so that the fragile domestic food
market remains undisturbed.

Mukherjee said India’s public
operators would procure therice in
India, which can then be pur-
chased by Bangladeshi public or
private buyers.

India had already waived the
rice export ban for 50,000 tonnes
immediately after the cyclone ar Ld
had also provided 20,000 tonnes ii
directrelief.

Asked whether India would
subsidise the rice, Mukherjae
dismissed the possibility saying
India's rice export price is already
competitive considering global
pricesofrice.

Foreign Adviser Iftekhar A
Chowdhury told reporters the
government is touched by the ges-
turc and India's proposal to "adoyit”
10 coastal villages fits into the gov-
ernment’s medium- to long-term
rehabilitation programme.
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10TH ANNIVERSARY
Demand for full
implementation
of CHT accord

SHANTIMOY CHAKMA, Rangamati

Political as well as civil society
leaders of indigenous communi-
ties in Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
have demanded full implementa-
tion of the peace accord signed on
this day 10 years ago.

Expressing their discontent and
disappointment at non-
implementation of the accord in
full in the past one decade, they
noted that the present carctaker
government has also taken no
stepsin this regard. 2

Vital clauses of the peace deal
concern activating the Land
Commission and withdrawal of all
‘temporaty camps' of army, BDR,
APBn (Armed Police Battalion),

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Saifur offers olive branch
to Delwar for party unity

Delwar asks him to accept
Bhuiyan's expulsion

RAKIB HASNET SUMAN

BNP Acting Chairman Saifur
Rahman yesterday gave leader of
another faction Khandaker Delwar
Hossain a proposal for unity under
the leadership of the party's
detained chairperson Khaleda Zia.

In response to the proposal,
Delwar asked Saifur to accept the
orders for expulsion of Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan and Ashraf
Hossain and cancel the decisions
of the meeting "called in the name
of the party standing committee”
onOctober 29.

Rizvi Ahmed, acting office
secretary of BNE confirmed The

Daily Star that Saifur talked to
Delwar, asked about his health and
discussed political matters.

"The party is already united
under the leadership of Khaleda
Zia. 1f you still want to do some-
thing for the party, accept Khaleda
Zia's decision 10 expel Mannan
Bhuiyan and Ashraf Hossain and
cancel the illegal committee:you
formed through a midnight coup
on October 29. Then we will see
what we can do,” Rizvi quoted
Delwar as telling Saifur.

Asked about the conversation
between Saifur and Delwar, Lt Gen
(retd) Mahbubur Rahman,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

REFORM TALKS

EC will not contest
HC stay on inviting
Saifur-led BNP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission (EC) will
not appeal against the High Court
order that stayed EC's November
22 move to invite one faction of
BNPtotalks.

The EC wants quick disposal of
the matter now, an election com-
missioner said yesterday.

"We are not thinking of filing an
appeal, rather we plan to appoint a
lawyerto pursue aquick disposal of
the matter. We have already con-
sulted with the attorney general's

office in this regard,” Election
Commissioner Muhammed Sohul
Hussain told reporters at his office.

The election commissioner said
that the Supreme Court will remain
be closed for 15 days from
December 13 and they want this
issue to be resolved before
December 13 if possible.

The HC on November 18 stayed
for four weeks the EC's move to
invite the Saifur led faction of BNP
to its electoral reform talks sched-
uled for November 22, Pollowing
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