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Power Mac

Power Macintosh, later Power Mac, Is a line of Apple Macintosh workstation-class personal
computers based on various models of PowerPC microprocessors that was developed,
marketed, and supported by Apple Inc. from March 1994 until August 2006, The first models
mam 'the Power Macintosh 6100, 7100, and 8100, which offered speeds ranging from 60 fo
110 MHz. These machines replaced. Apple’s Quadra series of personal comptiiers, and were
bousad in cases very similar to systems sold by Apple up to that point. In August 2006, the
' Powrer Mac's retirement was announced at Apple's Worldwide Developers Conference by

Steve Jobs and Phil Schiller, making way for its replacement, the Mac Pro.

EDWARD APURBA SINGHA

:[T'S been just about two
weeks Cyclone Sidr made
landfall in the coastal dis-
tricts, killing thousands and
flattening houses and trees, No
doubt the devastation will haunt
our collectivememory dayin, day
out.

A vast alluvial delta, Bangla-
desh is especially prone to acts of
. God, against which mankind is
only helpless, But we could
develop a robust disaster man-
agement system to reduce casu-
alties, the thing we have seen this
time.

But due to a lack of proper
information dissemination,
hundreds of fishermen
downplayed the scale of the
danger stalking them. Rescuers
have now found many of their
floating bodies and many are
reported still missing,

The catastrophe has also tore
apart the teleccommunications
services in the affected areas,
contributing to the difficulty in
shipping cmergency services.
On-time information could have
reduced the extent of the destruc-
tion. Bul weak technological
strength and the lack of practical
know-how are the main obstacles
to implementing this strategy in
the country.

Information and Communi-
cation Technology (1CT) greatly
adds to an effective disaster man-
agement. Disaster management
is the discipline that involves
preparing. warning. supporting
and rebuilding the sociery when
natural or man-made disasier
occurs,

ICT has deep impact on disaster
management in all its phases. A
state-of-the-art ICT infrastruc-
ture helps the government to
precisely analyse the weather
condition, develop effective
warning system and strengthen
aid-distribution chain. This
article spotlights several 1CT-
based solutions that could help
the government, NGOs and simi-
lar organisations to enhance
disaster management tactics.

Transforming cyclone centres
intointernetservice centres

The government is planning to
establish many cyclone centres
across the coastal districts. These
shelters can as well be utilised to
provide meteorological informa-
tion for the vulnerable people, In
this regard, each centre needs to
be connected to cell phone tow-
ers 1o get uninterrupted intermnet

mmuwmwmww |

.‘Ss LR

o 1 ey rettany - mv.!.w:a\an? e _-J e ’(.2.1-&- I

BT R S I fol Bimgenl

Cutting edge disaster
management through

fo tippriase |} pataen g

Prad bmninmery

1 CroLont e

Bangladesh delivers
aid, slowly, 1o storm
survivors

A gurtmry Y MR B

et recabving Bk st mid mpphasy
bl wrae
» Chmats Slange 18 Lets Sa bt as
Basgratasnint

I | o)

e | o [Ty, mnmwmm

gﬁr.
L8 proceas M:m

dnmait e without Hemas am:mmw

Chn bemhign nol viande - UM

T ks wiTee Patestainss Wik (6 b I “mhineg .kw.p-mum

Fammamiasit Rimnt e, s e et of Poe Pubwadiian  hogw praperadeaes bt el

e AR aleges ipey i wma Mty nthenion AR Hnmu

i o u’:r?uawmp.m & Paree staten Bgagi b e aiters, Due g

L ontopiiren ™ L '

Bt by vu nhar i

whnarnny

hie v

a4 b

Clockwise from left: Sidr trail map by Google Maps, Sidr moving north toward Bangladesh on November 15 - the
Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS) on Nasa's Aqua satellite acquired this photo-like image on

November 15, screenshots of Sahana Disaster Management System and Reuters AlertNet,

service, The authorities should
come forward to develop special
websites and relevant contents
that would enable people to
gather right information at the
right time.

The centres will reach emer-
rency news to the rural people
through community places such
as local school, village market
and mosques. As the shelters are
always connected to the
internet, buecolic people can use
IP telephony service to send in
their information to district
headquarters during any emer-
gency. Cell-phone operators
should charge nominal internet-
service fees to make the system
viable. In normal circumstances,
these centres can be used to train
people, NGO workers and volun-
teers for disaster control and
preparedness and for creating
social awareness,

Developing a central database
ofavailable resources
Nowadays a central database of
resources is indispensable to well-
coordinated relief activities. This
database stores information
regarding vital elements such as
food, medicines, clothes, building
materials, etc. Ifa particular district
bears the brunt of Mother Nature's
wrath, neighbouring districts can
come forward to assess the emer-
gency requirements there by using
this database, mobilising available
resourcesinstantly,

District authorities will regu-
larly send updated information
on their districts to a central
server, which could be located in
the capital so that high-level
government officials could
closely monitor and synchronise
district-level activities. India
Disaster Resource Network
(www.idrn.gov.in}isagood exam-
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pleof such adatabase.

During a disaster, when every-
thing is in complete disarray, soft-
ware could be used for proper
respurce management, Sahana is
an ideal instance of this kind of
software, which was developed in
Sri Lanka by a team of 1CT volun-
teers to help tsunami vicims and
coordinate work among relief
organisations during and after that
catastrophic disaster. Sahana is a
free, open-source software that
provides solutions in four seg-
ments -- person registry, organisa-
tion registry, campus registry and
requestmanagement system,

An online information system
such as AlertNet
(www.alertnet.org), developed by
Reuters Foundation, is another
good example of ICT-based wamn-
ing and disaster management
system. AlertNet started its oper-
ation in 1997 and is basically a
humanitarian news network that

keeps informed relief profession-
als and general people about the
disasteraround the globe.
Communityradio

Community radio is the radio of
rural people. It paves the way for
sharing local news, local happen-
ings, weather updates, commod-
ity price, etc. between rural com-
munities. Traditional radio sta-
tions broadcast programs thatare
commercially motivated for
which they miss out many con-
tents that have significant impact
on the bucolic people. Commu-
nity radio warns fishermen of bad
weather and guides them to
safety. It also helps people find
out the victims of any disaster
andinformsthem of casualties.
GIS and remote sensing for
exactanalysis

Geographic Information System
(GIS) can be used for scientific
analysis, resource management
and development planning,
Through GIS, researchers can
successfully identify and isolate
risk-prone geographical areas, as
a GIS-based 3D map provides
detail information compared toa
traditional 2D map. GIS also
allows scientists to monitor envi-
ronmental change, human
impact and other natural process
in a particular zone from earth-
orbitingsatellites,

GIS is alsohelpful to identify
the damage and at the same time
ensure uniform distribution of
emergency supplies at the right
place. Remote sensing is a tactic
that allows researches to gather
information about any object
located ina remote place. Gener-
ally aircraft, spacecraft, satellite
or ship are the prime elements of
remotesensing,

SMSand cellbroadcasting

Short Message Service (SMS) is a
potential way to send any impor-
tantnews. During disaster, when it
is not possible to initiate voice
calls due to network congestion,
peoplecan send SMSas it operates
on separate control channel. SMS
also has another advantage over
voicecallsbecauseitcanbesentto
many peoplesimultaneously.

Cell phone operators nowa-
days can inform people about any
weather warning through the cell
broadcasting. In this process, a
text message is sent to a particular
cell or the entire coverage area.

ICT in disaster management
can be another arrow in the gov-
ernment'sarsenal to fight against
all the negative fallout of a disas-
ter. It also saves lives. 1t is high
time both government and pri-
vate stakeholders integrated 1CT
indisastermanagementtactics.
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Dr Yunus exchange views

STAR TECEi DESK

' RAMEEN Bank chief
- and Nobel peace lau-
QB reate Dr Muhammad
Yunus recently visited Gouogle

and Yahoo! headquarters in
California. Internet heavy-

-_we-lght Google invited the
nncmcredxlgumtotheirMoun-
tain View headquarters to

‘share hlmﬂl{.dge and seek his
' auggcshan on am-:ching the'_

Hrm soperation,

LGoogle CEO ‘Dr Erlc i

Sl:hmidt and co-founder Larry
*Page wanted to learn ahout Dr
 Yunus' views and recommen- id
. dations on the challenges

' Google can address, 'Iheywere
 interested in his vision about

_Yahoo co-founder and CEO Jerry Yang, right, cnndul:ts a session with
DrYunusinfrontofYahoo employees, '

the challenges of hi-tech age.
Dr Yunus also interacted with
Google team members,

CEO of Grameen Solutions
Kazi Islam accompanied Dr
Yunus and delivered a speech

o loft: Dr Yun-.rs" Lamy Page, .cn-fbun&er 0
'Suluhuns CEO, Kazi lslam | 4

on how eighty purcem of the
IT-neglected people of the
wortld can access the facilities
ofinfo-tech.

"We can develop a field in
the country to attract hi-tech

- added.

,-'_'.-gmm Yahoo! also invited Dr
' Yunus to jts HQ in Sunnyvale,

wrl:h Google, Yg_h___o_q CEOs

i Ghme s they can
. be mspl.req 1o invest in the i
. country. N alungsuchﬁe]d\wlt H

employmanyl’rpcopleaswe!l{; :
as we will get better service |
from the companies”, Kazi

The: othir search engme".-j

California. Dr Yunus attended -
a meeting of top Yahoo execu-

tives, which included Yahoo
. co-founderand CEO Jerry Yang:
i1 and Executive Vice president

Jeff Weiner. Later Dr Yunus
spoke to a full-auditorium
Yahooemployees.

Dr Yunus advised Yahoo
exccutives @nd employees to
continue to develop solutions
to increase digital inclusion.
Yahoo executives thanked the
Grameen Bank chief for his
advice and suggestions and
requested him to visit them
again.
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Robot teaches dentlsts tu feel

people 2 pam

AFP ?'blw

]apan s future denﬂsts may
soon be able to better : appreci-
. ate patients’ pain by training

‘on a humanoid robot that can
mumble uuch" when the dnll
htts anerve. |

‘The robot, r(,scmbhng an
attractive young woman with |
long black hair and a pink
. Sweater, also can listen to

| instructions and react to pain
b}’mownghcrc}'esorhands

f :,- A group of robot and com-'
_puter makers presented the
. high-tech’ dental patient in

'I’akyo attheZﬁG? Imernaﬁcnal-

-Rubot Fxhl'bmon, a fcur—day
‘technology. showcase that

openedWednesday
' The' medica] smmlatiun

_robot, named "Simrmd " is

-designed to be used for clinica]

‘training at dental schools, said |
; Tamuu Matsuzalu anofficial at

) sald

'rgﬁbi'tﬁéké'r Kokoro C)ump'an!y' 18

Ltd., which developed the

i body and control system.

The 160-centimeter {five- '

| foot-three) rTobot can ‘say it
" hurts! and frown when it feels
g _.uncumfnnablefrommedental :

"'I"he point is lllat we can i

i sharc people's pain without

'huning pco ple,” Matsuzaki

Nﬁnfake Sthuj a professur M

at Nippon Medical School,

wh:ch introduced the robot i in i

‘September, said Simroid can

‘help, dentists "learn hmv to.
cummumcalcmth patients.” 10
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JAN Associates

ets Canon ICP
distributorship
STARTECH DESK

JAN Asqocia'tes, one ofcountry’s

leading IT accessories vendor
~ has become the authorised

distributor of Canon 1CP (Image

Communication Products). To

- mark the ‘occasion JAN nrgan-

ised a press. bncﬁng in the city

- onNov2z,
LAt th .e.\r(_nl Ahdullah H

Kafi, chief executive officer

(CEO) of JAN Associates, envis-
aged that their initiative will
add a new dimension in coun-
" try's ongoing digital photogra-

v that our country

has many talented and profes-
sional photographers. As we

introduce Canon camera
accepting yet another chal-

lenge to develop its market, a
significant ‘portion of which
targets the media itself, we urge
the government through media
to support us break the divide
andallowa &icntﬂyma.rke:."_ he
added.

"We are delighted to see the

present market response

regarding Canon cameras and
hope JAN will play a significant
role to drive this craze to high",
Wrixon Wong, manager, Con-
surner Imaging & Informaton,
Products Division, South &
Southeast Asia, Canon Singapore
PteLtd. told the journalists,

By the end of January 2008,
JAN Associates will officially
launch full range Canon ICP
productsin the country,

HP rolls out next-gen notebooks

Dhaka on Nov 25 when
Hewlett Packard (HP), the
global technology giant, warmed
up the local IT market by nveil -
ing seven new notebooks for the
corporate executives, fi
In a mind blowing !aum:lung
ceremony at a local hotel HP
exhibited these high-end gad-
gets to the attendees. According
| to HB these notebooks aré based
on new age lc(:hnnlug:(.'s that
will enable users to enjoy ultra-
high per fcrmanccf with

IT was a mild evening in

This model comes with an extra
lightweight battery, which pro-
vides up to 10 combined hours
of battery life. Other important’
features include ultra-slim
docking solution, integrated
camera system and business
card reader software.

HP Compaq 2510p is the
smallest and lightest business
notebook with an imegrated
optical drive. Dual pointing
devices, both a touch pad with
scroll zone and point-stick offer
users greater flexibility.

extended batterylife. |

HP categorised these note-
books into three segments such
as ‘ultra- Ilght business note-
books', 'balanced mobility

' business notehooks' and "high-
performance husiness note-
books'.

In the 'ultra- light' (alcgory
HP unveiled two models -- HP
Compag 2710p and HP Compagq
2510p. HP Compaq 2710p is
versatile which gives the uses an
option to transform this note-
book inta pen-based tublet PC.

In the 'balanced mobility'
category HP launched two mod-
els -- HP Compaq 6910p and HP
Compaq6710series. HP Compaq
6910p conserves power up to five
hours and forty-five minutes and
is designed to match with on the
move activities. The ultra-slim
Multibay IT drive bay allows users
to swap optical drives for
increased storage or optimal
travel weight. On the other hand,
the HP Compaq 6710 series offers
large display, value and extensive
connectivity, A windscreen 15.4-

inch diagonal windscreen dis-
play with a choice of anti-glare or '
HP Bright View display options
are bundled with thisnotebook.

HP Compagq 8710 series and
HP Compaq 8510 series falls
under the 'high- perfurmtmct.
category. The 8710 series is the
HP's most powerful business
notebook PCand mobile worksta-
tion that encompasses independ-
ent software vendor certified
NVIDIA 3D graphics, a high-
resolution 17-inch dia gunalwmd«
screen display and a full-size
keyboard with numeric pad.
Advanced userscanworkin atrue
64-bit computing environment
with support for up to 4 gigabytes
of memary to run rich applica-
tions. The mobile workstation
offers HP Performance *Tuning
Framework, a free, easy-to-use

tool that guides workstation set-

up and’ custom configures
workstations to better match
user'srequiremnents,

The other HP Compag 8510
series offers a choice of intense
graphics from ATI and NVIDIA.
Users can also develop, record,
re-write and playback hi-
defination video, as well as store
up to 50 GB of data, with
optional Blu-ray DVD+/-RW
SuperMulti DL Drive with any of
the new high-performance
notebook PCs and mobile
warkstations. HP apprised
StarTech that very soon it will
incorporate WiMAX technology
toits notebooks,

EdwardApurba Singha

The nuw humanoid robot "Twendy-one", developed
by Japm s Waseda University, picks up a piece of
bread from a toaster during a demonstration at
Waseda's laboratory in Tokyo on November 27. The
Twendy-nne equipped with 47 actuators and two
(CCD on its 111kg body, has been developed for
nurseryand household assistance work.
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