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Cry for baby food
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and inpaddy fields and theforest.

According to a report of the Civil
Surgeon's Office in Patuakhali, 521
children were diagnosed with pneu-
monia, 596 with skin diseases, and
184 with diarrhoea. But non-
government sources claimed that
thenumbersare muchhigher.

Razia, a resident of Char Lata in
Galachipa, survived the cyclone with
her two-year old son Rubel. As the
cyclone swept away everything she
owned, she and her child has no
warmclothesleftto puton.

Razia could not manage clothes
for her infant son rill yesterday
despite rice, lentil, onion, oil, saris,
and lungis being distributed as relief
inthearea.

Razia's neighbour Jahanura's
daughter has survived miraculously
till yesterday. Since the cyclone
Jahanura could not manage pow-
dered milk for her six-year old
daughter Koli, and itisalmostimpos-
sible to manage cow's milk there
under the circumstances, Had it
been available Jahanura would still
not be able to buy it since she has no
cashinherhands,

"Several days ago the army chief
distributed some packets of pow-
dered milkin the area, and since then
none came with any baby food. 1
don't know how [ and my six-month
olddaughter arestill alive,” said Abul,
aresidentofthe samechar,

Situations in all Sidre affected
villages are veritable carbon capies.
During a visit to a relief centre in
Matibhanga by this correspondent,
20 to 25 mothers were found stand-
ing in a queue for relief with their
nakedkidsin theirlaps.

"Cold descends on our naked kids
at night infecting them with different
diseases," said Amena Begum, a
residentofthe area,

Although the communications
adviserduring avisit to Patuakhalion
Thursday had assured the survivors
of special measures for distributing
relief for the affected children, the
relief that was distributed there since
then, is still a mere paltry compared
to the need. The district administa-
tion distributed 100 packets of pow-
dered milktill yesterday. -

"We received 100 packets of
pawdered milk and 101 packets of
biscuits as baby food relief, which we
have distributed properly,” said
Abdul Malek, a district relief and

Sidr victim killed
in stampede

duing relief

distribution

Our CORRESPONDENT, Harisal

A Sidr victim, Siddiqur Rahman, 35,
was killed in a stampede triggered
by scramble during relief distribu-
tion at Char Baleswar village under
Zia Nagar upazila of Pirojpur dis-
trict yesterday.

" Locals said Siddiqur died on the
spot as hundreds of cyclone-hit
people scrambled for receiving
relief goods in front of a local
madrasa ataround 3:00pm.

Local journalists quoted
Siddique's mother and wife as
saying that they received Tk 1000
and 10 Kg rice as relief since Sidr
destroyed their house and other
properties.

The bady was sent to Zia Nagar
Police Station.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO)
and the officer-in-charge of Zia
Nagar Police Station were not
available forcomment.

Road accident
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The five staifs were going to the
residence of the factory owner at
Dhanmondiin the capital.

The critically injured microbus
driver was admitted to Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital
(DMCH).

Palice seized the bus, but its
driverand helper managed toflee,
POLICEACTION
Some 20 people were injured as
police last night batoned people
strolling around the Shaheed
Minar in Narayanganj towr.

Angry locals later laid a siege to
the police van of Assistant Sub-
Inspector (ASl) Abu Bakar of
Narayanganj Police Station for
allegedly leading the police action.
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) res-
cued the ASI after about half an
hourofsiege.

Locals also demanded punish-
ment to the police personnel
responsible for theincident.

Sources said a police team led
by the ASI swooped on the people
on Shaheed Minar premises at
9:00pm for "unknown reasons".

The police action angered locals
when women and children got
injured.

Dr Kamal
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Nazrul Islam and Justice KM
Sobhan were presentat the inaugu-
ralceremany.

"We formulated our constitu-
tion with a view to making the
nation free from corruption and
discrimination. But unfortunartely,
we could not vet establish our
nation thatway," he said.

Prof Mazrul Istam said a "univer-
sity anti-corruption commission”
is required to remove corruption
and irregularities from the public
and private universities.

rehabilitation officer.

"As prices of baby food are much
higher we can't do anything special
for them," a relief officer sail on
conditionofanonymity.

Rubina, a three-month old
daughterof Jamal in Char Najib, died
of pneumoniaon Novemnber 22,

Dilferent medical teams working
in the area, cautioned parents to
keep their children safe from cold,
but the parents have no way of com-
plyingwith the advice.

An L8-member medical team of
the US Navy has been providing
medical treatment since Monday
while a Bangaldesh Army medical
team and a 30-member team from
Japan-Bangladesh Friendship
Hospital have also been providing
thesame to the survivors there.

A mabile hospital funded by the
Netherlands has also been providing
medical treatment to the cyclone
survivors while 98 medical teams
from the Civil Surgeon's Office have
beenworking in different areas.

Robberskill rtd
agriofficial
in Narsingdi

UNB, Narsingdi

Robber shot dead a retired agricul-
ture officer and injured two others
at Gabtali Puranpara on the out-
skirgs of the district town early
yesterday.

The deceased was identified as
Abdul Baset, 58, also a freedom
fighter.

Police and locals said a gang of
robbers entered the house of
Haset's neighbour Aminul atabout
4:00am by breaking open the coor
and started looting valuables.

When the family members tried
to resist them, the bandits shot
Aminul's sister-in-law Shahinoor,
28, and severely beat up his brother
in-lawAnwar, 42,

Hearing scream, Baset came out
of hishouse and rushed to the spot.
Ashetried to enter Aminul's house,
the robhers shot Baset in the head,
killing him on the spot.

The body was sent to Sadar
Haospital morgue for autopsy. 'The
injured were raken to Dhakz in
critical condition,

5 more bodies
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"I have heard the news of recover-
ing~four bodies,” saic, Naltana
Union Parishad (UP) Chairman
Sultan Ahmed.

When contacted, Deputy
Director of the Red Crescent
Society Shamsul Alam said they
have not received any news regard-
ingrecovery ofthe bodies.

Distribution
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prepare the list. To meet the food
needs of the people in the mean-
time we have allocated 2,000 met-
ric tons of rice for the 12 districts.
And another 2,000 metric tons will
be allocated today for four of the
worst-affected areas,” he added,

“Whenever an affected area will
complete preparing the list the
government will start distribution
there," Ayubobserved. i

[n reply to a query, the secretary
said that 5000 people in ench
union of the five worst-hit districts
will get the cards while the number
will be 2,500 for the rest eight dlis-
tricts.

Artefacts
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protesting the move.

In response to a writ petition,
the High Court on September 17
issued a two-month stav on send-
ing the artefacts out of the country.
Butlater the stay order was vacared
by the Supreme Court.

Following the developments in
Dhaka, the show originally schixd-
uled for Octaber 23 had been
deferred.

Meanwhile, students and cul-
tural activists demonstrated
againstthe shipmentin frontofrhe
National Museum yesterday, They
formed a human chain in
Shahbagh area as the staff of
Homebound, the company hired
to carry the artworks dating bacl. to
1200 years, were getting the bojxes
onto trucks.

Many gathered there earlyin the
morming hearing that the first
batch of artefacts would be sent to
Paris yesterday, They chanted
slogans when the vehicles carrylng
those were leaving the National
Museum premises in the after-
noon.

Police picked up one deman-
strator butlater released him.

Archaeology experts, artists and
citizens have alleged that the dial
signed between the two govern-
ments is flawed on many counts. It
does not give exact number of the
artefacts to be sent and their insur-
ance cover, and lacks authentic
counter signature and visual docu-
mentation, they claimed.

They fear some of those might
not even be returned after the
display.

However, the government and
the French embassy in Dhaka have
mainrained all along that all issuas
af concern have been addressed
properly and each of those age-cld
items will be flown back home safe
and sound.

The Guimet Muscum (s a
musermn of Asian art. [t hoasts one
of the largest collections of Asiiin
artoutside Asia.

Aman output
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The DAE officials in Bogra said
productionofhigh yielding varieties
(HYV) decreased on an average of
0.27 tonnes per hectare this season.
Last year production of HYV was
2,67 tonnes per hectare in Bogra
compared to this year's 2.40 tonnes,
accordingtoa DAE fieldlevel survey.

The officials also said although
the urea requirement in Bogra was
30,833 tonnes in the current aman
season, the government allocated
28,255 tonnes,

A senior DAE officer in Pabna
said aman production decreased
by at least 0,25 tonnes per hectare
there, compared to last year's
production. He said the produc-
tion was hampered severely due to
the floads, heavy rainfall, and the
fertilizer crisis.

Abdul Mazid of Bera upazila in
Pabna said he got a yield of 0.74
tonnes cultivating BR-11 variety on
0.13 hectares of land, which was
0.08 tonnes less than last season's
yield.

Noor-un-Nabi of Palashbari village
under Kurigram Sadar upazila said he
got a yield of 0.41 tonnes aman rice
cultivating BR-11 variety on his 0,13
hectares ofland this year, compared (o
theD.70tonnesyield oflastyear's,

Pranab
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assistance of Bangladesh with a
sense of urgency,” the high commis-
sion official said,

During his visit, Pranab will meet
Chief Adviser Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed
and Foreign Adviser Dr [ftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury, according to a
news release of the Indian high
commission,

He will also visit some cyclone
affected areas, including
Sharankhola of Bagerhat and
Patharghata of Barguna twday, and
meet a cross-section of people to get
a first hand idea about the ongoing
reliefefforts.

Sources said the Indian EAM is
scheduled to reach Sharankhola, one
of the worst affected upazilas, at
3:00pm. He will then fly to
Patharghata on a Bangladesh Air
Force helicopter before returning to
the capital.

On his return from the cyclone hit
area, Pranabwill talk to the media.

In keeping with India's close ties
with and empathy for the people of
Bangladesh, over the last few days
India hasbeen expeditiously deliver-
ing relief materials o Bangladesh
consisting of medicines, tents, blan-
kets, ready-to-eat meals, and porta-
ble water-purifiers through Indian
air force transport aireraft [L-76, the
news releaseadded.

India is also sending, essential
food items as aid; g Bapgladesh
including rice, wheat, and milk
powder worth almost 100 crore
rupees.

Mukherjee's visit will coincide
with the last consignment of India's
aid of medicines, tents, blankets,
ready-to-eat meals and portable
water-purifiers, scheduled to be
delivered by the Indian air force in
Dhaka this morming.

PranabMukherjeeisscheduled to
hand over the consignment to his
Bangladesh counterpart Dr [ftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury at Zia
International Airportat9:30am.

Earlier, in a special dispensation,
India also waived the ban on export
of rice to Bangladesh, allowing it to
import 50,000 metric tonsofrice.

Machinery import
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FDI it received--5137million--
during the corresponding period
lastyear.

Production of medium and
large manufacturing industries
saw slower growth in the last fiscal
year.

According to central bank statis-
tics, industrial production growth
came down by 2.48 percentage
point to 10.01 percent last fiscal
year, which was 12,48 percent in
fiscal 2005-06.

Planning ministry sratistics
show slower investment growth
both in the public and private
sectors.

During the first quarter of this
fiscal year, only six percent or Tk
1,681 crore of the annual develop-
ment programme (ADP) was uti-
lised. The previous fiscal year saw
11 percent ADP implementation
duringthe corresponding period.

Political turmoil from October
last year and then the anti-
corruption drive slowed down
investment, said Dr Zaid Bakht,
research director of Bangladesh
Institute of Development Studies
(BIDS),

Business organisations are
uncertain whether to go for new
investments or not. And govern-
ment dillydallying over some big
investment proposals contributed
to theslowFDIgrowth, he added.

The government has initiated
formation of Truth Commission
and Regulatory Reforms
Commission to restore the busi-
ness community's confidence. But
despite the measures, the busi-
nessmen are stll in uncertainty
about political situation in future,
observed Dr Bakht.

Voter registration process is
going on well but which party is
likely to go to power in the next
election is not that clear among the
businessmen. This encourages
them ta follow "wait and see’ policy,
henoted.

Moreaver, the government has
yet to take initiative for develop-
mentof infrastructure, other than
for ports, which is also discourag-
ing investment, said the BIDS
research director.

BB officials said the bank is
closely manitoring the investrment
situation, and itisnowimproving.

\le.

Optical fibre line
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Bangla Phone's explanation is not
satisfactory.

Both the deals -- one with the
PGCB and the other with Bangla
Phone -- were initiated late last
year.

Meanwhile, concerned at the 22
cases of optical fibre line discon-
nection, many of which were cases
of sabotage, the adviser for tele-
communication ministry recently
made a move to finalise the best
deal.

The ministry in a mid-
November summary prescribed
the PGCB deal, Telecom Adviser
Mirza Azizul Islam then inquired,
"I believe there was an offer from
one of the mobile phone compa-
nies for free use of their link on a
mutual basis. Has that option been
explored? If so, what problems are

there in accepting thatoffer, ifany.”

Following the adviser's inquiry,
the ministry last week drafted yet
another summary saying that the
BITB was discussing with Bangla
Phone setting up the backup line
on "standby (redundancy) swap-
ping” terms. This would have been
free. But during the discussion, the
BTRC asked the BTTB not to pen a
deal with this phone company.
Bangla Phone on November 11
gave a reminder in writing, which
was forwarded to the BTRC for its
directive. And on November 15, the
BTRC again explicitly asked the
BTTB not tosign the deal. ’

The ministry once again noted
that the PGCB was a government-
controlled company, and favoured
signing adeal withit.

The telecom adviser on
November 25 again said, "Both the
letters from BTRC state that there
should be no contract with Bangla
Phone without their consent/prior
consultation with them. We should
at this stage seek BTRC's categori-
cal opinion and also indicate in our
reference the financial implica-
tion.”

Earlier on October 11, Bangla
Phone in a letter to the ministry
said the company submitted its
proposal on December 4 last vear
and held discussions with the
BTTH. As per the discussions, the
company installed the optical fibre
line between Dhaka-Chittagang
and Cox's Bazar. On April 23 this
yedr, it sent a letter to the ministry
asking it to test the line and swap-
ping arrangements. This followed
other exercises till June 13 and
since then the deal was awaiting
clearance frait the BTRE,

In contrast, the PGCRE proposal
suffered mainly from high cost
options. The BTTB sat with the

PGCB over this backup line before
itsaw the Bangla Phone deal as the
PGCB already had optical fibre
network set in its high tension
power transmission lines. But the
PGCHB pursued a "revenue sharing"
proposal under which the BTTB
will have to share its earnings from
the submarine cable, and it back-
tracked from theidea.

Later, the PGCB proposal was
revised anditis nowseekingTk 17.5
crore as charge for five years, Tk
85.58 lakh as one-time upfront fee,
Tk 5.22 lakh as administrative cost
and a refundable performance
guarantee of Tk 1 crore. This cost
totals at Tk 19.4 crore. But in addi-
tion, the BTTB will have to install
linking devices in Daudkandi and
cables at multiple points ata cost of
Tk3.42crore,

In this regard, the BTTB is con-
sidering paymentof this sumoutof
earning from the submarinecable,

Hesides thesetwo proposals, the
BTTB tried to obtain other offers
from different cell phone compa-
nies. A committee headed by
Mukhlesur Rahman, BTTH
Director-1, Mohakhali, was formed
in April. On May 13, the BTTB
sought offers from Sheba Telecom,
Warid Telecom, Grameenphone,
TM International and Pacific
Bangladesh Telecom. But none of
these companies could make an
offer with complete swapping
solution,

This committee then viewed
that only Bangla Phone made a
proper swapping proposal, which
will be free of cost.

Presently, the BTTB is using
2,799 Mbps voice and 1,244 Mbps
data bandwidth through the opti-
cal fibre and submarine cable lines.
The submarine cable's capacity
allocated for the BTTB isequivalent
to more than 14 Gigabyte.

The optical fibre line is 433 km
long and installed a few feet below
road-sidesurfaces.

Since the line was installed, the
BTTB shut down the line eight
times for maintenance work, and
there were seven cases of acciden-
tal disruption of the line. The
remaining seven rounds are being
termedacts of sabotage.

Intelligence and law enforce-
ment agencies, including Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab), have been
deployed two months ago to find
out the culprits. But till now, no
breakthrough has been achieved in
this regard.

““fhe BTTB investel s 351 ‘mil-"

lion for the submarine cable and it
will earn nearly Tk 200 crore (528
million) from it this year alone.

Slum dwellers
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assets, but somehow we are getting
by. But the people hit by the cyclone
have lost everything," said this
compassionate young womarn,
referring to the damage caused by
Sidr that ripped through the south-
ern coast of the country on
November 15 leaving over 3000
dead.

Thirty-year-old widow Hazera
only makes Tk 1200 a month work-
ing as a domestic aide in three
houses. She starts work at dawn
everyday and finishes late in the
evening. Hazera said she donated 40
pieces of clothes including three
saris and abedsheet.

Hazera, a mother of four, said,
"We are poor, but the cyclone-hit
people are poorer now. They have
nothing, nohome, clothesorfoadto
eat. We poor people can realise how
painful it can be to be in a situation
like that.”

Khadeza, another 30-year-old
working as a domestic aide, said,
"We as human beings must help the
Sidr victims, because we may also
become victims of similar disasters
atany time."

Like these three women,
Shamsunnahar, Hanufa Begum,
Abdur Rashid, Abdur Razzak
Mollah, Sheuli, Shafia, Abu Bakar
Siddiqui and many others extended
their compassionate hands towards
the Sidr victims, lovingly donating
their hard earned belongings.

Karail slum, an almost isolated
place within the capital city because

Acid victim -
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married Mukta four years ago and
took adowry of Tk 40,000.

“We had to sell our cultivable
land to arrange the marriage of our
only sister,” he said, adding that
Swapan made a further demand of
Tk 50,000 after six months. "Our
father is a fish trader and did not
have the ability to arrange another
Tk 50,000," Joydev said.

Mukta's father Dhiren Haldar
filed a case with Shibalaya Police
Stationon November 19.

Her parents complained that
Swapan’'s family members, who
have been absconding since the
night of the incident, often come to
the nearby market and threatening
Mukta's father to withdraw the
case. They said they informed the
police about it but the police are
rather "indifferent” to their prob-
lem.

Officer-in-Charge of Shibalaya
PS Abdul Hamid told The Daily Star
over telephone that no accused
could be arrested yet but that they
aretrying o catch them.

of the lakes flowing on its three
sides, is home to over 100,000 peo-
ple. The houses here are tin-shed,
shabby and congested with hardly
any sanitation facilities. The thin
and often malnourished children in
tatters loitering around here speak
oftheirpoverty.

However, these downtrodden
people of this city have shone
through the dust and grime in their
lives, with the generasity of their
hearts.

M Sekander Ali, president of the
mosque committee of the slum,
handed over the truckload of
clothes to Brac authorities. "We
shall be happy if these clothes can
bring some joy to at least some
people in the cyclone-hit areas," he
said.

Brac, which runs some educa-
tion, health and micro-credit
programmes in theslum, hasappre-
ciated their donation.

"This is a manifestation of spon-
taneous people's feeling towards
human beings," said M Anwarul
Hagq, director of Public Affairs and
Communications, Brac.

Temple
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temple premises and are conduct-
inganti-social activities.

It is learnt that four storeys of.

the originally seven-storey temple
built by zamindar Ramanath

“-Bhaduri went underneath during

an earthquake about two centuries
ago. The walls of the temple were
decorated with terracotta plaques
bearingimages ofreligious events.

However, the walls, pillars and
the rooms have now turned into
ruins. The walls now bear lewd
comments written by unscrupu-
lous visitors. A few locals have built
houses and cultivated crops in the
land adjacent to the temple with-
outany resistance from the author-
itiesconcerned.

Caretaker of the temple
Mahbubul Flossain said he is a
stranger here as he has come from
Belkuchi and that is why no one
listens to him. "Local people come
here, gamble and take drugs ignor-
ing my resistance. Some even
release themselves in the yard and
areas adjacent to the temple in my
absence," he said,

Officials at the Archaeology
Department said there has been a
proposal submitted long ago for
acquiring the land around the termn-
ple to protect it. Bur, there has been
no initiative to renowvate the heritage
site forwantofadequate funds.

The officials, however, still
believe that it is possible o restore
the glory of the temple if the furcds
areallocared.

JAILBREAK ATTEMPT

3 JMB men sent
to Dhaka jail
from Comilla

UNB, Comilla

Three out of five IMB activists, who
made an attempt to escape from
the district jail on Sunday night,
were sent to Dhaka Central Jail
yesterday morning for security
reason.

Jail authorities said Nabil
Rahman, son of JMB's executed
chief Abdur Rahman, Shamim
and Redwan were sent to Dhaka
Central Jail by a microbus at
10:00am.

Five |MB activists--Nabil
Rahman, Shamim, Redwan,
Rongil and Minhaj-- made an
attempt to escape from the dis-
trict jail. But local people and jail
police chased and caught them
shortly after the jailbreak.

The five activists of the banned
Islamist outfit sustained injuries
during the jailbreak attempt.

Of them, Nabil, Shamim and
Redwan were first admitted to
Comilla Medical College Hospital
and then sent to the district jail
haospital, while Rongil and Minhaj
were shifted to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.

TAX EVASION CASE
Sylhet's Ariful
Haque's trial
starts Dec 10

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sythet

The trial of detained BNP leader
Ariful Haque Chowdhury in a tax
evasion case will begin on
December 10.

Sylhet District and Sessions
Judge Abdul Gafur yesterday fixed
the date after charges were framed
against Sylhet city BNP chief Ariful,
a close aide of former finance
minister M Saifur Rahman. )

Earlier, charge framing in the
case was deferred thrice as the
accused could not be produced
before the court from Comilla
Central Jail.

Abdur Rahman, additional
assistant commissioner of taxes,
filed the case against Ariful on
November 6 for evading tax.

.. The,plaiatilf alleged that Ariful |

had evaded tax of Tk 37 lakh from
fiscal years 2002-"03 to 2005-"06 by
concealing wealth over Tk 1.56
crore.

Ariful, who is behind bars now,
was also accused in two extortion
CAses,

UN official
due today

UNB, Dhaka

UN Assistant Secretary General
Jane Holl Lute arrives in Dhaka
today on a three-day visit to see for
herself the relief activities in some
cyclone-hitareas.

During her stay in Bangladesh,
Jane Holl will also meet Foreign
Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury,
Army Chief General Moeen U
Ahmed and Principal Staff Officer Lt
Gen Masud Uddin Chowdhury.

She will give lecture at National
Defence College and visit
Rajendrapur Cantonment.

The UN assistant secretary gen-
eralwillleave Dhakaon December3.

Bali conference
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disasters caused by global warm-
ing and place demand to set up
an "International Adaptation
Centre” in Bangladesh for con-
ducting research on climate
change.

He said the delegation would
describe the people's sufferings
and troubles wrought by natural
disasters like cyclone, flood,
and droughts due to climate
change.

Karim said they would talk
about how climate change has
put the lives of thousands of
people of the country's coastal
beltatrisk.

“We want to explain how natu-
ral disasters hamper the progress
of a developing country like
Bangladesh time and again,” he
said,

Bangladesh will also demand
that the developed countries
reduce green house gas emission
according to the Kyoto Protocol,
the adviser said.

Environment and Forest
Secretary AHM Rezaul Kabir,
Director General of Directorate of
Environment Dr Khandakar
Rashidul Haq, and Country
Director of [UCN Dr Ainun
Nishat, among others, were pres-
ent.

The delegation will also depict
the massive destructions
wrought by cyclone 'Sidr' at the
Sundarbans,

Dr Ainun Nishat said
Bangladesh is a disaster-prone
country. But cyclone "Sidr’ was
caused by climate change.

“Ifwe want to prove it and seek
compensation for that, we have
to conduct research,” he added,

The Bangladesh delegation
left for Bali yesterday.
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More foreign aid
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organisations in UK donated over
1,21,000 pound sterling to Chief
Adviser's Relief Fund.

Meanwhile, to ensure faster aid
delivery, the UK's Department for
[nternational Development (DFID)
has started sending emergency relief
materials to Bangladesh by char-
tered planes for the cyclone-affected
people.

AnAirCanada cargo plane, carry-
ing 42,600 blankets and 24,000 jerry
cans for the cyclone victims, arrived
at Zia International Airport on
Wednesday night, said a press state-
ment.

A consignment of fishing boats
will arrive within a few days to help
the fishermen start their livelihood
anew, said British High
Commissioner Anwar Choudhury.

The United Kingdom has so far
pledged $14 million for the Sidr
victims.

Anwar Choudhury yesterday
handed over some 45,000 litres

urified water, supplied by British

usiness firm Duncan Brothersinaid
of the cyclone victims, to Chief of
General Staff of Bangladesh Army
Major General Sina Ibn Jamali at
Tejgaon BAF helipad.

At the programme, the British
envoy said it might take two to three
months to restore normal life in the
cyclone-hit areas. Managing
Director of Duncan Brothers (Ban-
gladesh) Imran Ahmed, among
others, was present, according to
UNB. .
About rebuilding the
Sundarbans, the envoy hoped that
many donors would come forward to
rebuild the biggest mangrove forest
inthewaorld.

Meanwhile, Abdul Sattar Edhi, a
philanthropist and founder of Edhi
International Foundation UK, per-
sonally donated a cheque for 100,000
pound sterling to Acting High
Commissioner in London Ashraf
Uddin on November 21, the news
agencyreported.

One day's pay and allowances of
the officials {)F the Bangladesh High
Commission amounting to Tk
1,50,093 have been remitted to the
Chief Adviser's Relief and Welfare
Fund,

Individuals and organisations
contributed over 21,000 pound
sterling for the cyclone-affected
people, a release of Bangladesh High
Commissionin Londonsaid.

A press statement of Indian High

Commission in Dhaka said total
assistance from India now stands at
US$36 million and more assistance
from thecountryisunderway.

ActionAid Bangladesh in a press
release yesterday expressed concern
over outbreak of diarrthoea in the
cyclone-affected areas,

Besides the ongoing humanitar-
fan assistance, AgtionAid has started
its community-based psycho-social
care and support programme for
thousands of survivars.

Meanwhile, popular singer Runa
Laila will stage a concert in New York
tomorrow (Sunday) to raise funds for
the cyclone-affected people of
Bangladesh, reports news agency
ENAiromNewYork.

Int'l community
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date does not reflect the need on
theground.

"Canada must step up to-the
plate and provide more assis-
tance," he said adding that he
would present a report to the
House of Commons requesting
immediate aid.

He said he has already urged his
government to introduce a proto-
col to speed up the family class
immigration in times of crisis in the
home country.

Earlier in the day, Karygiannis
met Food and Disaster
Management Adviser Tapan
Chowdhury and discussed the
programmes being undertaken for
thecyclonevictims.

Speaking at the press confer-
ence, Humanity First team leader
Ibrahim M Noonan said they
intend to workon along-term basis
for rehabilitation of the people in
the coastal districts.

"Schools are destroyed and
there is a lack of good doctors. We
have plans to improve schools and
set up medical centres," he told
journalists.

The organisation is providing
medical assistance for trauma,
minor injuries and disease preven-
tion, hot meals, food packages and
drinking water to the affected
people.

Humanity First Coordinator for
Relief Operation in Bangladesh
Abdool Rahman, Muhammad
Abdul Hadi from Humanity First
UK and Dr Abdul Haleem of
Humanity First Canada were also
presentat the press conference.

Sector commanders
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Khandakar said they would launch

1 A Mass cﬂmpaign fO.creafe aware-

ness among people across the
country to press home their
demands.

He said they would be happy if
the incumbent caretaker govern-
ment tries the war criminals.

If it is not done by the present
government, ithas to be carried out
by the government that comes to
power afterwards, he added.

He said their legal advisory
committee would finalise the
matter of filing any case against the
war criminals.

The forum will hold agrand rally
for the Liberation War veterans in
the capital by December 16. But the
venueis yet to be finalised, he said.

The members of professional
bodies assured the forum leaders
of their all-out support to take
forward the move to bring the war
criminals to book. ¢

However, Professor M
Akhtaruzzman of Dhaka University
cast doubts on the possibility of
organising any movement amid
the state of emergency.

Former secretary peneral of
Supreme Court Bar Association

Enayetur Rahim proposed filing a
petition with the court by the
forum for trying the warcrintinals.

Engineer SM Khabiruzzaman
said the real task for trying the war
criminals is left to the politicians,

“We can create public aware-
ness. But it can be done by those
whowillbeinpower,” hesaid.

Dr Sarwar Ali, a_trustee of
Liberation War Museum, urged
cultural activists, teachers, engi-
neers, doctors, lawyers and mem-
bers of other professional bodies to
work together to realise the
demand for trying the war crimi-
nals.

Citing the example of trials of
war criminals in Cambodia, he
said, “if they can do it, what is the
problem in doing so in
Bangladesh?'

Shajahan Siddiqui Bir Bikram,
KM Nurul Huda, Dr Ruhul Haque,
Kazi Zainul Abedin Bir Protik, [gbal
Arsalan, GM Nurul Huda, Prof M
Akhraruzzaman, Prof Rashid Alam
Bhuiyan, Enayetur Rahim, Shirin
Sharmin Chowdhury, Abdur
Razzak Miah, Dr Badiuzzaman
Bhuiyan, and Qamrul Huda,
amongothers, spoke.

Pak opposition leaders

FROM PAGE 16
he stepped down from his role as
military commander on
Wednesday and has pledged to
reinstate demaocracy, after coming
understrong pressure todo so from
President Bush.

On Thursday he said he would
liftemergencyruleon Dec. 16.

The United States Thursday
called President Pervez
Musharraf's plan to lift emergency
rule on December 16 an "essential
step” to steering Pakistan back
toward democracy but said he
muststill take more.

US officials also denied
Washington had forced the
announcement from Musharraf,
who had taken a defiant tone ear-
lier Thursday before suddenly
announcing he would lift the state
of emergency imposed November

The White House and the State
Department greeted the news from
a frontline ally in the war on terror,
but insisted Musharraf follow
through on it and ensure that
general elections promised for
January B are fair.

An electoral boycott would
represent a serious blow to
Musharraf's stated intentions to
restoredemocracy,

A US senator who met with
Benazir at her house in [slamabad
said his congressional delegation

was "encouraged" that Benazir .

would not boycott.

"We know how important is that
her party participate, we hope all
parties participate, otherwise it will
be very difficult to put together ... a
government that really serves the
people,” said Sen Bob Corker, a
Tennessee Republican.

Sharif, reflecting widespread
anger at Musharraf and political
uncertainty that have undercut the
president's domestic and interna-
tional support, has continued to
urge a boycott as a way to demolish
the election'slegitimacy.

He says Musharraf must rein-
state the deposed chief justice and
other judges, who were purged for
notbacking him.

Musharral on Thursday urged
opposition parties to participate in
the parliamentary ballot and help
strengthen democracy, after he was
sworn in for a new five-year term as
president.

"This is a milestone in the tran-
sition of Pakistan to the complete
essence of democracy," he told
officials, diplomats and generals at
his oath-taking ceremony in the
presidential palace.

"Anyone who is talking of any
boycotts should hear this out:
Come hell or high water, elections
will be held on Jan. 8. Nobody
derailsit.”

Washington and London wel-
comed thatannouncement.

"We hope that he folldws
through on that," White House
press secretary Dana Perino said.

British Foreign Secretacy David
Miliband said London also looked
forward to the lifting of the emer-
gency and other restrictions one
major television channel and
several radio stations remain
blocked and several judges and
leadinglawyersarestillincustody.

Musharraf, 64, imposed emer-
gency rule in what he argued was a
vital intervention to save Pakistan
from political chaos and shore up
its fight against rising Islamic
militancy.



