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Cost-effective, better
yielding farming tool
developed in Dinajpur

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Zera Tillage Drill, a farming device
developed with local materials at
Wheat Research Centre (WRC) in
Dinajpur, brings gond prospect of
better agricultural outpucs atlower
costs.

Australian Centre for
International Agricultural
Research (ACIAR), Bangladesh
Rice Research Institute (BARI} and
CIMMYT, a Mexico-based interna-
tional maize and wheat research
institute, jointly developed the
device.

Designed for planting rabi
crops, Zero Tillage Drill is a cheap
and easy to handle farming device
and it helps yield 10 to 20 per cent
more crops dependingonthe land,
Jeff Esdaile, an agricultural consul-
tant of Australian Centre for
International Agricultural
Research, said.

The new farming device is less
time consuming and less costly
than any traditional ploughing

4 cops among
25 hurt by
criminals in
Netrakona

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

At least 25 people including four
policemen were injured when
criminals attacked them for necu-
pying a water body in Kalmakanda
upazila in Netrakona district yes-
terday afternoon.

A group of criminals who had
been trying to occupy Sunadubi
water body for long, attacked the
members of Kalmakanda
Fishermen's Association with
sharp weapons, police said. As
policemen present there tried to
sive the fishecmen, the crminals
also attacked them and 25 people
‘including four policernen were
injured.

Seriously injured police consta-
ble Liakot Hosen, Polash Das and
Toruni Das were sent to
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital. The other injured were
admitted into Kalmakanda Upazila
Health Complex.

device, Jeff said, adding that Zero
Tillage Drill digs about three to
four cm topsoil of the cropland
and plants preferred rabi seeds
simultaneously on the same lard.

Developed with local materials
at Wheat Research Centre (WRC)
in Dinajpur, the power tiller-basied
device i5 being used on trial basis
at theWRC complex.

After the Aman harvesting,
monga persists in the northern
region from October to December
when large areas of land remain
uncultivated due to financial
constraints of the farmers, the
expertadded.

The Zero Tillage Drill farmung
device helps to plant rabi crops
like, wheat, pulses, potato and
tomato on about 20 hectares of
land in three or four days and it
helps better yields too, said [srail
tHossain, Senior Scientific Officer
of WRC, Dinajpur.

WRC experts said if farmers use
the new farming device soon after
harvesting their crops, specially
Aman, they would be able to plint
seeds at their previous cropland
with Tk 800 per hectare, while

PHOTD: STAR
A man operating a Zero Tillage Drill in the field of Wheat Research Centre in
Dinajpur.

traditional ploughing costs Tk
2,500t0 3,000 for each hectare.

Farming with Zero Tillage Drill
will reduce the costs on fuel, ferti-
liser and labouras it automatically
controls the ratio of seeds and
fertilisersin thesoil, they said.

The device also helps improve
soil health of the cropland by
using the residue of previous
crops that usually retains the
rainwater in the cropland in dry
seasons and can lead to higher
cropyields, theyadded.

Depending on its capacity, the
device will cost Tk 20,000 to
25,000.

Dr KC Roy., Director of
Dinajpur Wheat Research
Institute, along with local agricul-
tural enginecrs of WRC, are
jointdy coordinating the research
on Zero Tillage Drill programme
in the northernregion.

Md Akhtaruzzaman Mondol,
deputy director of Dinajpur
Agriculture Extension
Department, said Zero Tillage
Drill will contribute to the devel-
opment of agriculture as it will
reduce the costof rabi farming,
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Invitation for Tenders

Office of the Workshop Manager
The Chittagong Port Authority

Chittagong
. Ministry of Shipping.

Chittagong Port Autharity (CPA).
Chittagong Port Autharity.

Mot used at present.
Chittagong.

Procurement of GOODS (Spare Parts for 10 fon

capacity Til Crane).

Tender No OTM-01/2007/CW.

25/11/2007.

Open tendering method.

GD-4284

10.  Budgat & source of fund CPA's awn fund.
f1.  Development pariners Mot applicable.
12, Tender publishing date 26/11/2007.
13, Tender last selling date 26/12/2007.
14.  Tender closing date and time 27M2/2007 at 11,45am.
15, Tender opening date and lime 27/12/2007 at 12.00 noon.
16, Name & addrass of the office QOffice of the Workshop Manager, Gentral Workshap,
Chittagong Port Authority.
17. Selling tender document 1. Office of the Workshop Manager, Central Workshop,
' Chittagong Port Autharity.
2. Office of the Diractor (E&M), Bander Bhaban,
Chittagong Port Autharity.
18.  Receiving tender document Office of Ine Workshop Manager, Raom Mo-18, Central
Warkshop, Chittagang Port Autharity.
19, Opening tender document Office of the Workshop Manager, Chitagong Port
Authority.
20.  Pre-tender mesting N/A.
21.  Eligibility of tenderer This invitation for tenders is open to all suppliers of
Bangladesh. Other eligibility is staled in the TDS.
22, Brief_ description of goods and Supply of Spare Parts for Til Crane, Model: RT 422, Til
services India Ltd.
23.  Price of the tender dacument (N/A) Tk 500/- (non-refundable). :
Lot Identification of lot Location Tender security | Completion time
no (N/A) (Tk) in days/wesks
1| Supply of Spare Parts for Til | Central Workshap, Tk. 150,000/ 14 weeks
Crane, capacity 10 Ton, Chittagong Port
Model: AT 422, Til India Ltd. Authority
24, Name of the official inviting tender ASM Shahajahan.
25.  Designation of the official inviting tender Workshop Mariager (Act).
26.  Address of official inviting tender Room No-18, Central Workshop, Chittagong Port
Authority, Chittagong.
27.  Contact detail of official inviting tender Phone: 880-31-2510155, Fax: 880-31-2510889
28.  The procuring enlity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders.

NB: If_ the date of selling, submission and opening of tender is disturbed under any unavoidable
cireumstances, the next working day will be applicable for the same respectively.

ASM Shahajahan
Workshop Manager (Act)
Chittagong Port Authority

'Varying use of jute will
boost job opportunity’

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Diversified use of jute, especially
for value added products, bears
bright prospect of earning a good
amount of foreign currency, speak-
erssaid at the inaugural sessionofa
three-day fair of flamboyant jute
items in the town.

The use of jute as a natural fibre
is increasing throughout the world
andits properutilisation can create
more employment facilities in our
country, they said

Small Scale Entreprencurship in
Diversified Jute Products of Jute
Diversification Promotion Centre
(JDPC) under the Ministry of
Textile and Jute organised the fair
atacity hotel yesterday.

Such fairs are organised in
different districts to make people
aware about the diversified use of
juteso that small entrepreneurship
can develop, small-scale project

Manager Md Abdus Salam said in
his welcomespeech.

Jute can be blended with other
natural fibres to make value added
products and diversified jute prod-
ucts along with conventional ones
is needed to cope with the present
competitive world, headded.

A good number of visitors
thranged the fairon the firstday.

Some 40 stalls displaying jute
items like school bags, shoulder
bags, vanity bags for women, cein
purses, wall hangers, shataranjis,
carpet, curtains, bed covers,
cushion, sofa and pillow, hot
carrier bags, suitcases, brief
cases, travel bags, labric based
products and other fashionable
items including greeting cards
made from jute stick took partin
the fair.

Abdur Rashid Sarker, Secretary
of Ministry of Textile and Jute inau-
gurated the fair as chief guest.

PHOTO: FOCUS BANGLA
Participants jubilate on the premises of Patharghata catholic church in Chittagong an the occasion of Wangafa
yesterday. Originally a festival of the Garos, it is now celebrated by the Christian community, both indigenous and
Bangalees, in Chittagong, Rangamati, Bandarban and Khagrachhari.

CRIMINAL CASES

7 get life in

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Seven people were sentenced to
life term rigorous imprisonment
(R1) in various criminal cases
including an arms case herein two
days.

Md Kamrul Hossain Mollah,
Additional and Sessions Judge (1st
court) here sentenced an armed
cadre to life term rigorous impris-
onment in an arms case on
Thursday.

The convict is Laltu Mondol of
Teor Bila village under Alamdanga
upazila, Chuadanga.

Harinakundo police arrested
Laltu from Teor Billa village and
recovered four guns and a bullet
from his possession on May 10,
1999.

In another verdict pronounced
by the judge of the aforesaid court
on Wednesday, five people were
sentenced to life term REin a mur-
dercaseinJhenidah,

The econvicts are Humayun,
[ta, Raftftll and Mamun, = all
hailing from Alampur under
Moheshpurupazila.

Nazmul Hossain, a Secondary
School Certificate (SSC) examinee

Jhenidah

and son of Baduruddin was killed
by the convicts. Earlier, Nazmul's
friend Humayun called him out of
his house before killing him with a
« sharp weapon Previous enmily
was the cause of the murder. As
Nazmul did not return home, his
mother mother went out to search
his son but he remained untraced.
However, she found the convicts
gossiping under a black berry tree
near her house. Sanoara, daughter
of Dabir Uddin of the same village
also saw them gathered at a maize

field at night. The court pro- |

nounced the verdictafter examin-
ing 16 witnesses.

Judge Rokeya Bepum of
Women and Children Repression
and Prevention Tribunal here
sentenced a rapist to life term RI
on Wednesday.

The convict is Md Titon alias |

Titon Ali of Dhulia village under
Harinakundo upazila.

The prosecution,story, in brief,
is that Titon raped a woman at her
houseatnight on October 1, 2006,

The judge pronounced the
verdict after examining all the
papers and medical documents.

'Awareness to help curb
human trafficking'

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Speakers at a day-long workshop
held in Chaughacha upazila in
Jessore said trafficking ofwomen and
children will be prevented by creating
awareness among people of all walks
oflife, saysa pressrelease,

Held at the Grameen Unnayan
Sangstha auditorium in
Chaughacha, the experience
sharing workshop was jointy
organised by Dhaka Ahsania
Mission (DAM) and Concern
Universal. DAM programme co-
coordinator Roushan Ara pre-
sided the workshop on woman
and child trafficking.

DAM has been conducting the
programmes for combating
woman and child trafficking in 10
unions of four upazilas in Jessore
and Sathkhira districts with the
technical support of Concern
Universal and with the financial
support of European Commission
and Irish AID Ireland.

Speakers said that efforts
should be made to make people
aware enough so that they do not
give shelter to unknown persons
or give marriage to their daugh-
ters with someone without
proper information and on false

promise ofjobs.

They said that more and more
hardcore poor, widow and
women deserted by husbands are
becoming victims of human
trafficking.

Speakers cautioned partici-
pants saying that traffickers are
adopting various techniques for
maintaining their network. They
urged members of the law
enforcement agencies

to adopt appropriate tech-
niques to face the challenge. They
stressed on police-public repre-
sentative joint initiative to coun-
ter the social ill.

Concern Universal research
specialist Shankar Pal conducted
the workshop.

Arab Ali, Youth Development
Officer of Chaugacha, Sheikh
Feroze Ahmed, BRDB Officer,
Bacchu Sikder, Social Welfare
Officer, Babul Akhter, education
officer, Salma Bikquis, Women
Affairs Officer and Abdul Gani,
Company Commander, BDR
spake in the seminar as guests.

Among others, Union
parishad Chairmen, members,
police, Ansar and local journal-
ists were present at the recently
held workshop.

Padma Oil Company Limited
(A Subsidiary of Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation)

Strand Road, Chittagong

PRICE SENSITIVE INFORMATION
TO THE SHAREHOLDERS

Board of Directors of PADMA OIL COMPANY LIMITED resolved

the following at the meeting held on 23th November, 2007 at

4.30pm.

1. Date of annual
general meeting

2. Time of annual
general meeting

3. Venue of annual
general meeting

4. Record date

5. Dividend

38th Annual General Meeting will be
held on 26 January, 2008.
At 11.00am,

Main Insallation, Guptakhal, Potenga,
Chittagong.

10 January, 2008.

Board Recommended Dividend @ Tk.
6.00 (60%) per share of Tk. 10.00
each for financial year 2006-2007.

By arder of the Board

Date: 29th December, 2007
GD-4319

M. Mahfuzul Haque, ACMA
Company Secretary
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