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Children drawing pictures at the Institute of Fine Arts on the Dhaka University campus yesterday at a painting com-
petitiontitled ‘Bosey Anki'. Nitya Upahar organised the competition.

To all our patrons-

for visiting us at the REHAB FAIR-2007
Your support and encouragement
has inspired us.
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NEWS

WORLD AIDS DAY TODAY
‘Increase awareness about deadly disease’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

World AIDS Day will be observed in
the countrytoday aselsewherein the
world throughdifferent programmes
to increase awareness in the society
tocombatthe deadlydisease.

The theme of Day is ' Take the
Lead' and the slogan ‘Stop AIDS,
Keep the Promise.’

The day's event will start at
f:30am with a rally from Manik Mia
Avenue in front of the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban to Bangladesh-China
Friendship Conference Centre in the
city.

lyi-ll.-a]th Adviser Maj Gen (retd)
ASM Matiur Rahman and Health
Secretary AKM Jafar Ullah Khan will
participateintherally,

The inaugural ceremony of the
Day will be held at Bangladesh-
China Friendship Conference Centre
at10:00am.

An exhibition will be held at the
same venue for all and it will con-
tinuetill 5:00pm.

To mark the Day, Bangladesh
National Commission for Unesco
and the Ministry of Education have
arranged a seminar-cum-open
discussion on the Rale of the Civil
Society in Preventing HIVIAIDS' at
the National Academy for

Educational Management (Naem)
auditoriumat 10:30am.

Civil society members, religious
leaders, government officials,
Unesco representatives and students
of different colleges and universities
willtakepartinthediscussion.

includes those who function in the
mainstream-in government offices,
banks, schools and international

* organisations,” hesaid.

Ban Ki-moon called for renewed
leadership in eradicating stigma
associatedwith HIV.
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endeavour to ensure that "We priori-
tise action on AIDS, encourage
member states to keepthe issue high
on national and international agen-
das and work to make the UN a
model of how the workplace should
respond toAIDS.

Government Dr Fakhruddin
Ahmed, in separate messages, said
Bangladesh is vulnerable to
HIVIAIDS for gcngraplucal rea-
50N,

So people should be well
informed about how to prevent its

infection and coordinate efforts in
thisregard, theystated.

President Tazuddin Ahmed and

He also expressed his determina- \
Chief Adviser to Caretaker

Another discussion will be held at
tion to lead the UN family in this

the TSC auditorium of Dhaka
Universityat4:00pm.

NorthSouth Universitywillhold a
rally at 12:00 noon and organise a
seminarat 2:00pmonitscampus.

Inamessage on the occasion, UN
Secretary General BanKl-moon said,
"We have the means to prevent
young adults from becoming
infected. We have the means to treat
those who are infected. We have the
meanstoprovide careand support.”

"We have made tangible and
remarkable progress in all these
fronts. But we must do more.
Although new data shows that global
HIV prevalence has levelled off, the
numbers are still staggering, Itis our
crucial mission to ensure that every-
one has an access to HIV prevention,
treatment, care and support, wher-
ever they live, whatever they do.
These include those who live on the
margins of society- migrants, sex
workers, injecting drug users, and
men who have sex with men. And it
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Physically challenged children participate in-a sports cpmpetlhan.at
Dhanmondi Women's Sports Complex in the city yesterday. SWID
Bangladesh organised the competition,

| CHT Cultural

Festival begins |

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

A two-day CHT Cultural Festival
2007 titled 'Experience and cele-
brate the indigenous culture of the
CHT' began at Bangladesh-China
friendship conference centrein the
cityyesterday,

The United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) in asso-
ciation with the European Union
organiscd the festival to familiarise
the people with the lifestyle and
culture of indigenous communi-
ties living in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT).

Members of ten ethnic commu-
nities, including Chakma, Marma,
Khumi, Bom and Mro, are taking
part in the festival featuring an
exhibition of Indigenous handi-
crafts, including handloom weav-
ing, jewellery and various other
artefacts, and another exhibitionof
artworks and photographs by
indigenous artists.

Agriculture products and ethnic
clothes and foods are also available
atthe stalls,

Artistes from indigenous com-
munities living in Rangamatii,
Khagrachhari and Bandarban
presented a colourful cultural
programme featuring traditional
song and dance.

A film titled "The Pulsating Hills'
was alsoscreened.

"The objective of the festival is
to expose our people to the culture
of CHT, so that they can have a
basic understanding of the lifestyle
and culture of the indigenous
communities,” said Nasheeba
Selim, programme officer of CHT
Development Facility (CHTDF).
The festivalwill endtoday.

APTN to provide
assistance to
Sidr victims

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Asia Pacific Telecommunication
Network (APTN) yesterday decided
to provide assistance to
Bangladesh Sidrvictims.

The network took the decision
at its annual management com-
mittee meecting in Seoul, South
Korea.

APTN withits 34 members is the
most powerful telecommunication
organisationin theregion.

Bangladesh Telecommuni-
cation Regulatory Commission
Chairman Maj Gen (retd)
Manzurul Alam and member SM
Munirtook partin the meeting.

The meeting also condoled the
deathofpeopleinthe severe cyclone.
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Here's the perfect opportunity for you to fly away and discover $outheas'-;_t _
Asia. With a range of unforgettable destinations to choose from, there’s no
better time to brnaden your travel horizons than this hollday season.

Contact. your travel ‘agent today or call. SIngapore Airlines Dhaka ofﬁce.;...,
at 8811504-8, Chiltagong 712120 {Sal & Thurs, 9am - Spm) or vislt us at
stngaporealr.com/bd now. ' 33

Buy your ticket belween 01 December and 3]' December 2007 for travel from
08 December 2097 10 31 January 2008. ks
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