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Real test for Valencia

AFP, Madrid

Valencia's new
coach Oscar
Fermandez

% % | a baptism of fire
' in his first top

‘ Mght game as his
men entertain
league leaders
and relgning

faces

L spanish champm
ons Real Madrid onWednesday.
Fernandez was promoted from
being the Valencia reserve team
codch, which plies its trade in the
reglonal tourth ter of Spanish
football, to his current position in
the wake of the sacking of Quique
Flores on Monday
"We'v
difficu

overcome much
situations even though
doubts remain about how things
will go. But the players know they
can't afford to fall off the train,"
said team captain David Albelda

Fernandez will be hoping that
Valencia's Spanmish international
striker David Villa, who has scored
10 goals i the league i the last two
seasons, will be available after
missing their last two games with a
sprained ankle,

He will also have to resolve who
wears the gloves for Valencia as
neither Timo Hildebrand nor
h:mli:u(ul.;ml?nrts‘.h;wvlnlplm.\.ml
in recent games, with Flores

more

switching between the two goal-
Lt"'[l[‘l'l.

Nevertheless, despite losing two
of their last three league games,
Valencia still lie in fourth place and
are only four points behind league
leaders Rewl, who themselves have
come in for criticism with their
erratic form,

"We are on top because we
deserve to be,” said Real goal
keeper Tker Casillas, defending his
cluboffthe pitchaswellasonit

“'m not worried about
critics, win or lose there are always
goIng to be same,

'Everyone is entitled 10 theun
opinion but there are always going
to he people who enjoy when we
lose and, when we win, they will say
we failed to convinee,” added this
season's salest goalkeeper in the
Spanish first division.
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il Wednesday (all kick offtimes in GMT)
! Almeria v Real Zaragoza (1900}, Real
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Betis v Osasuna (1900)
Cortuna v

Real

| Espanyol v Murcia {

| Athletic Bilbao (1900}, Recreafivo |
! Huelva v Racing Santander (1900) '
; Villarreal v Levante (1900), Valencia v

Real M.
Sevilla (2100)

Thursday

Valladolid v Barcelona (2100)
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Real coach Bernd Schuster will
he hoping that defender Falno
Cannavaro and midfielder
Mahamadou Diarra are fit 1o face
Valencia.

Both men have been mainstuys
of Schuster's plans this season but
have missed Real's last two games
with knee problems.,

Barcelona are two points adnlt
of their eternal rivals after rising to
second place in the wake of thein
controversial 2-0 win over Almeria
on Sunday, which has seen the
critics of coach Frank Rijkaard also
start to queue up,

Thierry Henry looked 1o e
offside prior to scoring and Lionel
Messi's penalty had a whiffof being
dubiously earned so Rikaard's
team will have a point to prove a
struggling Valladolid on Thursday

In a hid to shake up his mis-
firing team, the Dutch coach could
be about to do what would have
been unthinkable not so long ago
and drop his two-time former
World Player of the Year
Ronaldinho.

The Brazihan has struggled 1o
recover his Torm alter a call mjury
lastmonth.

Trips home for international
duty also appear to have taken their
toll

"I don't think being on the
benchwillbe a problem for Ronnie

SEE PAGE 18 COL 6
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AFP, Manchester

Gary Neville has been given a green
light to make his long-awaited
comeback from injury with an

appearance for a second-string
Manchester United side on
Fhursdi.

Ihe club captain has been

sidelined with ankle and musculal
injurtes since March and his
absence has allowed Wes Brown to
establish himself as United's regu
lar right-back while Manchester
City's Micah Richards has dis
placed him as England's firs
|'||r:h'l'|n|g|a;:u\|'|||=11

Brown's e torm i an unfa
miliar role makes [t unlikely that
after such along Layv-off, Neville will
feature in the
clash with Arsenal at the Emirales
Stadium on Saturday
But the 32-vear-old made it

I/ ¥ Football

INTERNET, unddated

FIEA

plaver
which e

e set to outlaw third-parry
ownership deals such as that

ulted n the protracted
arlos levez transfer saga
The rules currently allow players
o be owned by a body or individual
separate to the sporting club hold
g his playing registration, which
has allegedly led tw agents and
Sports management companies
touting athletes as commercial
entities and breaching local regula
tions as footballers move between
countries
Tever and former West Ham and
Bantos team-mate lavier
Mascherano were both brought o
West Ham by Kia Joorabehian’s MSI
group, who were preparng a take

Neville's comeback

clear that heis desperate to be back
i the lirst-team squad sooner
rather than later,

"Missing the end of last season
wits bad enough but then foritto go
into this season is doubly frustrat-
ing,” he saul. "Hopefully it's over
now and | can get back into the
team.

“I'vee made myself available b
with the way Wes is plaving it might
be a case ol vasing me back in over
thespace ofacoupleof weeks,"

Provided Neville comes through
the planned outing ag:
Stockport on Thursday, the expen
enced defender may return to the

hrst-team squad when United seek
their place
Champions League knockout stage
by beating Dvonama Koev oar Ol
.||.|||I!]||III\;\.I]'\ﬂ'lllljl" 7

tir ook m the

hat would bring blessed reliel
lor Neville, who has grown increas
imply frustrated at his lack ofaction,
"The part about it
been goinginto the gyim every day,”

WOt st has

over of the club. But after a different
comsortium bought the Hammers -
who were embroiled in a relegation
strugele not befiting two Argenting
World Cup players - Joorabehian
orchestrated the transters
Mascherano and Tevez ta Liverpool
Manchester United

0l
andd resped
tively,

Ihe
stratghtforward, as the midfielder
was not gettng into the West Ham
starting  eleven, but Tevez's was
complicated by West Ham's insis
tence un receiving a full transfer fee
despite Joorabchian's (correct)
insisience that he, and not the club,
awned the player’s commuercial
rights, something which is banned
i England

I'he case was eventually settled
and West Ham hined over £5 million
for breaching Premier League rules
but the pracuse,

Mascherano move was

in sigmng lever

sees light

he said. "It's okay for a couple of
weeks but after that it's just mun
dane and boring. The physiostry o
make it us exciting as possible for
vou, but there's only so much
excitement you can get out of o
rowing machine or a bike, Most ol
all, I miss going outon the pitch

"An houranda half on the tran
ing pitch flies by, but an hour and a
half in the gym can feel like three
days.

“I'm seeing the lads playing well
and they're geting good resulis
and [want to be partofit.”

Having Neville available agamn
will come as a welcome boost for
Unmited boss Sir Alex Ferguson after
that Paul
Scholes needs a knee operation
that will keep ham our until
February.

United are also currently with
out midficlder Michael Carrick and
French duo Lows Saha and Patnice
Fvra.

the blow of learning

FIFA to ban thﬁl-pa_riy deals

which is commonplace in South
America, willnolonger be allowed

FIFA are also to ban the purchase
al club licenses by lower-league
clubs o "buy” promotion into
higher divisions, prompied by
Granada 74's buyvout of Ciudad de
Murcia, which took a Tercera
Division side into Spain's Segunda
Division, the level just below the
Primeral.iga

Spain’s FA tried unsuccessiully
o block the move - the Court of
Arbitration for Sport ruling in
Granada's favour - but FIFA have
acted to ensure a similar incident
does nothappen again

"We are not happy with that
decision which goes against the
principles of our game where pro
maotion and relegation is the
essence,” FIFA boss Sepp Blatter
said. "S0 we have changed the
regulations and the new rules will be
enforced at the end ol the year.”

|

Porto's BrunoAlves (L) and Leixoes's Brazilian Roberto Ballesteros challenge for the ball during their

Scholes out for
three months

AFP, Munchester

Minchester United midfielder Paul
Scholes will have a knee operation
on Thursday that is expected to
keep ham out of action for three
months

Scholes, 32, sustained the injury
during training ahead of his side's
Champions League win over
Dynamo Kiev last Loesday and s
unlikely to play again before
February

United manager Sir
Ferguson revealed on Friida

Alex
that a
first scan proved imconclusive, but
a second examination on Monday

hasconlirmed ligamentdamage
A club spokesperson tald
SEE PAGE 18 COL 4

Pele absence
bemuses
Platini

AFP, Rio e Janeiro

LEFA president Michel Plating
expressed surprise Monday at the
absence of the legendary striker
Pele from Brazil's delegation after
they presented their candidacy o
host the 2014 World Cup,

"How come Pele hasn't come to
an event like this and isn't directly
involved in the promotion of the
World Cup in Brazil?” the head ol
Eurapean footbhall's governing
body asked Bragzilian journalists,

"Heas Brazilian foothall!”™

The Brazilian journalists told

SEE PAGE 18 COL 4
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‘Milan happy to hit the road
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PHOTD AFP

Brazilian president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva (L) arrives with FIFA President Sepp Blatter to support the bid presentation of the Brazilian Football Federation
{CFB) for the FIFA 2014 World Cup at the FIFA headquarters in Zurich on Tuesday. Later Brazil were announced as hosts.

| in the unfamiliar serroundi

AFP, Roe

AC Milan, toiling
in Serie A due in
no small part to
their poor home
form, will be
happv 1o hit the
road
Wednesday whon Lravel
Genoatotake on Sampdoria
Sunday’s L0 doss to Roma at the
San Siro left Carlo
Ancelotti’s European  champions

0 n

thiey Lo

manager

gs ol
the bottom hall of the rable,
three points off the drop zone and a
vawning 1 1 behindleaders Inter.
Ancelomi wasn't pulling any
punches in his frank assessment of
Milan'a plight after this reverse,
Unfortunately it's a bad
moment but we have to find a
salution as soon as ]lr:\»i.llh'. The
league position isn't the best, but
we have to consider that this per
formance wasn't bad at all," the
mitnager said
He vadded

just

"Now we have 1o

('S ¥ Football

AFP, ShefTield

Arsene Wenger will give another
chance to Arsenal's younger stars
in Wednesday's League Cup tie at
Sheflield Unied

Wenger's policy has alwavs
been to give some of his lesser
known players an opportunity to
shine in the competition, and
Wengeris unlikely to change for the
fourth-round tie at Bramall Lane

Goalkeeper Lukasz Fabianski,
defender Justin Hoyte, midfielders
Alexandre Song and Denilson and
forward Nicklas Bendmer should
all feature against the
Championship club,

Wenger could decide to bolster
his line-up with the introduction of
experienced players who have not

start from scratch agan, already
from Wednesday in Genoa against
Sampdorna.

"We must not lose our enthusi
asim, our calmness, we have to play
like we know, that's the best way to
getoutol this moment.”

Roma moved into second at the
weekend and aun o keep up the
pressure on Inter when they host
Iiith placed Lazio o the Rome
derby.

In torm siriker Yucinic, who
produced the decisive goal against
Milan, is optimistic ahead of the
Stadio Olimpico clash

I've already scored a hat-trick
against Lazio e
Montenegrin told Sky Sporns ltalia,

"It is o sweet memaory beciuse
my brather and my tather were in
the stands and Ldedicated my third
goal to my mum, who was watch-

for lecee,”

ingon’TY

"Roma v Lazio is a great specla-
cle and a great derby, but we will
win and il 1 score ' e aver the
moon.'

Unbeaten Inter welcome Genoa

featured regularly i the Premier
League campaign,
Brazilian World Cup-winner
Gilberto Silva and Croatia forward

such as

Eduardo.

Bendiner, a Denmark interna-
tional, scored in Arsenal's victory
over Newcastle in the last round,
and is relishing another opportu
nity to demonstrate his talent to

T
- ot
] Tuesday '
i Covenlry v West Ham (1945GMT)
| Wednesday t
] Boltan v Manchester City (2000GMT), |
| Chelsea v Lelcester (19456 1
[ Liverpool v Cz :
| Everton (1945GMT). Portsmouth v |
| Blackburn {1945GMT), Sheffield United |
I v Arsenal (1945GMT), To v {
|

Blackpool (2000GMT)
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ALP, London

Harry Kewell is set to make lus
belated seasonal return for
Liverpool's first team in
Wednesday's League Cup clash
with Cardif

Ime Australian winger has been
sidelined simee suffering a groin
injury while playing for his country
intheAsianCup inthe summer

But he made a goal scoring
return o acton for the reserves at
the weekend and now looks set 1o
starthiscampaign to prove he has
furure on Merseyside following the
summer acquisition of Dutch
winger Rvan Babel and Israeli
playmaker Yossi Benavoun, both
plavers who offer Liverpool the
kind of creative spark that Kewell
provides,

Liverpool are expected to rest a

Kewell to make return

string of hirst-choice plavers,
including goalkeeper Jose Reina,
who has branded the injury crisis
threatening 1o overwhelm the
cluby'’s season as a "pain in the
backside.'

I'he Reds
dismaved 1o see
Spaniards Xabi Alonso and
Fernando Torres sidelined  after
sulfering recurrences of existing
Injuries in Sunday's 1-1 draw with
Arsenal, and admits the setbacks
could hardly have come at a worse
time

Liverpoo! must beat Besiktas at

number ane

wis
his Tellow

Anfield next week 1o survive in the
Champions League and they can
not afford to lose any more ground
to Arsenal and Manchester United
inthe Premier League title rac

I'he injuries
lem,” Reina admitted &
visit of Carditl, who will have for
mer Anfield favourite Robbie
Fowler at the head of their forward

: proh
d of the

dre &

to the San Siro with the only other

Tedm l1|'|.l'1|ljll\!‘_ an wnbeaten
record this campaign, third placed
Fiorentina, hosting Napoli
Juventus, controversially
beaten 3-1 by Napoh at the week-
end, areathome to Empoli

becuuse DIhelr two penaltios wilh
both spot kicks judged 1w be the
result of dubnous decisions by the
releree

Hruguavan striker Marcelo
Zalayeta was handed a two match
ban for tricking the referee into
awiarding one of thuse penaluies
it

Napoli announced Tuesday

they planned o appeal his penalty

" TN,

o g TR e
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Wednesday (all 1930GMT) I
Atalanta v Caglian, Fiorentina v Napol: |
Infer Milan v Genoa, Juvenius v Empoli, ;
| Paler qgina v Livomo,
3 v Lazio, Sampdaria v AC Milan

e e R

o v Parma, R

Udinese v Taring

Spotlight on Wenger's kids

Wenger,

Bendmer said: "The League Cap
15 good for the young players o
play in because we can show the
manager what we cando.

"I can play in the typical heetic
cup tie away from home because |
am big and strong, but | would
rather play in a proper foothalling
game

"Thereisa big togetherness here
and the spirit is very good: we show
respect to each other and that is
one of the reasons we are doing so
woll thisseason

‘So far, things could not have
gone much better. As a siriker, you
always want to play as much as
possible, but as the season goes
along, | hope to play more and
more often.

"l will keep showing the man-
ager what 1 can do, 1ts difficult 1o

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2

line

"We have had far too many in
the last few months, Now we have
another injury o Fernando and
another to Xabi - it's o pain in the
backside

"When important plavers are
recovering and coming back into
the side and then they get injured
apain, s always difficult,”

Liverpool are siill waiting 1o
hear how long they will be without
midfielder Alonso, who has suf
fered a metatarsal fracture, while
forres is expected 1o be sidelined
for three weeks with a
adductor muscle

I'he only consolation for under
pressure Reds hoss Ratael Benitez
wils thut the foot injury sulfered by
Javier Mascherano on Sunday was
nat as serious as first feared, the
Argentinian having sulfered only
bruwsing rather than a e iure

lenitez already

larn

however is

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2
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Portuguese Super League match at the Dragao Stadium on Monday. Porto won 3-0.

Lebanon last to
reach second
round

AFC ONLINE, G

Lebanon moved into the next
round ol the 2000 FIFA World Cup
qualifving  campaign
held India 10 a 2-2 driw

when  they
here on

cmateh was scheduled o e
plaved i Chennad an Sanday T
heavy rains in the southern D
city Torced the orgamsers o move
the tie to Goa

match wi

Croing o the il
victory at home, Lebanon starte
cautiously as Inda, ne
e ROl win 1o i thronel, went

onthe olflensive

Suil Cheten drew fiest blood fiy
India on the half hout
Mohamad Ghaddar restored parny
for Lebanon from the spor i the

Substitute

72 munute as the hosts were
reduced o 10 men when goal
keeper Subrata Paul woas given

rrching order by Jordantan el

eree Salem Mujghel
Ghaddar put Lelvinon

three minates from tme bat cap

aheid

tan Bachung Bhuta levelled the
scores for India on a Steven Dias
cornerin the lastminute

Fromm the 1% teams that elear the
first round, the lowest eight basecd

second

ul ranking move on Lo the
round and the ather 11
three. The live Lap
Australia, Korea Repubhic, Saudi
Arabna, i.lll.]!t and lran join the
gualificaton process in the third

round
Fhe draw for the third romnd will
take place in D ban, South Africa,
SEE PAGE 1B COL 1

FIFA bans
Kuwait

AGENCIES, Zurich

1o ronenel

serds

FIFA vesterday suspended Kowail
Foothall Association with immedi
ate cffect from all
football activities
nonce on account ol govermment
||||'
alfairs and tor infringing its own
statutes as
comply with a decision passed by
the FIFA Executive Committee

As a result of this suspension

international
furthes

imerlerence 1n ASSOCIALIoN '

will for faing 1o

Kuwait are banned fram any inter
untsl an
| ||.I.\I 5

such

I|.I|:|1l|.l1\[Ill.“.l'-];j:llﬂ‘u.',l'
further decision taken by
competent Dedies 1o i
SUSPHESION

FIEA cluet Sepp Blatter said the
sanctions apply because the coun
try's lederanon had twiwee flouted
FIFA directives

Kuwait are suspended bor twice
failing to apply FIFA duectives. I
kuwiait do not apply these dired
Hvies ||Ll|4|-«|'.. they will e elinnm
nated from qualilving for the 2010
Waorld Cup,” sard Blatier

FIFA is apparently hitting oot at
'|1r'ltr“.\|'|i nmterlerenee
the Kuwait foothall federation

World foathall's raling body als
criticised the country's
fear following a

fecheranon

rot cancihatory
“road map”, whichwas dra
FIEA and the Asian conleder:
FIFA regard the electons lor the
Kuwantt tootbhall federation
Ocrober 9, as ben

ra direct con

tradiction” althe road np



