Solo Art Exhibition

Title: Of Riverand Earth

Artiste: Syed Jahangir

Venue; Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,

Hengal Shilpaldys, House 275/F, Road.
- 27 {old}, Dhanmondi

Date: November2-15

Time: 12 pmto 8 pm

Art Exhibition
Organiser; Sharobama |

Veruwe: Zainul Art Gallery, mm of

Fine Arts, DU
Data: Nmmbﬂm-lﬂ
Time: 12 pmio 8 pm

Remembering Kobial

Ramesh Shil .
Organiser; Bangladesh Shilpakala_
Academy

Venue: Natlonal Music & Dance
Centre Auditorium, Bangladesh
Shifpakala Academy

Date: Oclober 31

Time!8:00pm i

India Bangladesh Featiul
of Books and Writers
Organisar: Academic and Creative
Publishers Association of Bangladesh
Venue: Central Public Library

Date: Novernber 56
Time: 10amto5pm

Solo Recital Programme
Title: Banshi Baje Oi

Artiste: Nasir Uddin

Organiser: Kanthashilan

Venue: National Theatre Stage,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Date; November 3

Time: Tpm

Film Screening

Title: Father & Son i
Organiser; Zahir Ralhan Film Soclety
& Russian Centrs 'of Scienca’ and
Culture

Venue: Russian Centre of Science and
Culture, House 510, Road 7, Dhanmondi
Qctober31
3:00pm
5:00pm
6:30pm

ANBstof Gentry
Zatvomik
Father and Son
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Discussion and musical soiree

Remembering the folk maestro
Abdul Alim

Asgar Alim sings at the programme

NM)M ').-\.HW!\I
EPARTMENT of Music
and Dance of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy
{BSA) arranged a discussion and
musical soiree on October 29 at its
Auditorium. The programme was a
homage to the eminent folk singer
Abdul Alim.
Abdul Alim possessed a power-
ful voice that immortalised
Bangladeshi folk songs. His unique

Flute for thought

In conversation with flutist Mohammed Hassan Ali

NIVEDITA RAITZ VON I‘HH. i!

Like many artistes, sprightly fifty
one year old Hassan Ali was born
into a musical family in Rupshi,
Narayanganj. He grew up to the
sound of the shehnai played by his
father and grandfathers, mostly at
private concerts, a COmMMon prac-
tice in days gone by Hassan
remetnbers belng enchanted by
the mellifluous flute and was eight
or nine when he pestered his father
to buy him one. A flute was pur-
chased at the Gausia market
Golakandan Mela, held duiing the
end of Poush, the first winte:
month of the Bengali calendar.
Initially self-taught, Hassan
learned his scales from an uncle,
shyly admitting that his first tune
was [rom the Bengali film Rupban,
“Duda aar jabo na school-e-te", His
talent was encouraged by family
and neighbours and he regularly
entertained them with his reper-
toire of film songs. Flute and clari-
net maestro, Ustad Shamsul Haq
was Hassan's guru, a relationship
which lasted seventeen years.
‘Together with him, Hassan's first
public performances were for
Chittagong and Dhaka radio. In
1979, his career began at Dhaka
Betar, the country's state-owned
radio broadcasting organisation,
Naturally, Hassan has had plenty
of concert experience, "When 1
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perform, | am transported to some
other reality; I am no longer aware
of the surroundings. People are
lulled by the sound of my music”.
His first overseas performance,
dating back to 1991, was a month-
long tour of Pakistan as a member
of the Bangladesh Shilpakala Acad-
emy delegation. There, he played

Mohammed Hassan Ali

style highlighted the essence of our
rural tunes and mesmerised the
audience.

Born on July 27, 1931 in
Murshidabad, West Bengal, Alim
migrated to Dhaka after the
Partition and joined the radio as
a staff artiste. During his illustri-
ous musical career, he per-
formed at a number of music
conferences and received sev-
eral prestigious awards. The
Ekushey Padak and Bangla Acad-

PHOTO, STAR
emy Award were conferred to
him posthumously

The programme at Shilpakala
was presided over by Kamrul
Hasan ndc, director general of BSA.
Veteran radio artiste Ashraful Alam
and prominent folk singer Indra
Mohon Rajbongshi spoke on Alim.

Sunil Chandra Das, director,
Department of Music and Dance,
BSA, inaugurated the programme.

Indra Mohon Rajbongshi, in his
speech, fondly remembered

cullure@thedallystar.net

Abdul Alim as his "guru”, "He was
an unpretentious man. Hs per
sonal life was even simpler. But
people still remember him for the
lengths his powerful voice
reached.”

“An introvert to the core, he used
to practice in the open fields.
Maybe that's why his singing truly
captures the essence of unadulter-
ated nature of rural Bengal, Those
who have not heard his singing
should consider themselves 'un-
fortunate',” Rajbongshiadded.

Kamrul Hasan said. “Abdul
Alim's songs are extremely popular
among the masses of our country. It
is alarming that many of his memo-
rable songs are now on the verge of
being forgotten. To deprive our
young generation of this rich cul
tural heritage should be consid-
ered a crime. It is high time that we
dosomethingabout thisissue.”

A lively musical programme
followed the discussion featuring
performances by Asgar Alim, the
maestro's son; Mina Barua, Abdul
Karim Khan, Nasrin Ferdous
Chaman and Sarder Mohammed
Rahmatullah,

Upon request from the audi-
ence, IndraMohon Rajbongshi also
performed at the musical
programme. The enthusiastic
audience was heard singing along
with artistes, the evergreen Abdul
Alim classics including, Chirodin
pushlam ak achin pakhi, Ei je
duniya kihsero lagia, Shorbonasha
Padma nodi, Holudia pakhi and
more,

alongside renowned Pakistani
singer Mehdi Hassan. "l was over-
joyed at the love and respect show-
ered on me".

Many foreign trips followed in
the mid '90s, to Korea, Uzbekistan
{where he received and had 1o
decline, a proposal of marriage
froma local television personality!)

and the Netherlands. He also
attended a competition in Beijing
where Bangladesh was victorious
among 52 participating countries
Hassan travelled to Spain for Festi
val Asia 2006, where he performed
at a memorial concert for
Bangladeshi folk singer Abdul
Alim. Most recently last summer,
he was invited to the small Norwe
glan town of Forde as a delegate of
the Centre for Education, Creative
and Performing Arts. More than 40
countries made Norway's most
popular folk and traditional music
festival extremely entertaining,

Having toured India several
times, his most memorable concert
moment occurred when he accom
panied famous Bangladeshi singer
Sabina Yasmin almost a decade
ago. "My dream is always to make
the impossible, possible, through
the magic of the flute.” Hassan
fondly reminisced that noted
Bangladeshi singer Bashir Ahmed
complimented him, singing only if
Hassan accompanied him on the
flute.

Indebted to his guru, whom he
likens to a parent, Hassan also

draws his classical inspiration from
within his family including, his
Nazrul geefi singer mother and
Ustads Gul and Lal Mohammad. It
was through radio music director,
Ustad Sheikh Sadi Khan that
Hassan found his way into the

world of Bangladeshi films, He feels
deep gratitude towards film music
directors Alauddin Ali and Subal
Das, who enabled him to branch
out as a film music director in his
ownrightafewyears ago.

To Samar Das, alongside whom
he played at the opening and clos-
ing ceremonies of the 1995 SAARC
Games held in Dhaka, Hassan is
dlso thankful. Incidentally, Hassan
was presented the President's
Award following his contribution
to the SAARC Games. Awards also
came his way from Uzbekistan,
Norway, Indiaand China.

A regular feature on a variety of
television and radio channels,
Hassan has been a member of the
Dhaka Orchestra since 1979, e
has provided music for astaggering
1,500 films and has seven CDs to
his credit, All Hassan truly wishes
for is to keep his classical music
career alive -- both as a flautist and
amusic director.

His wish seems to have heen
granted, for Hassan remains hap-
pilyensconced at Dhaka Betar, now
as a music director, completing the
circle, which began with his child-
hood passion for film songs.
Unsurprisingly, Hassan's teenage
sons, Tansen and Tanbin, are musi-
cally inclined, and so the harmoni-
ous melody goes on

The writer is a freelance contributor

@he Baily Star

Udichi celebrates its 39th
anniversary

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

October 29 marked the founding of
the cultural organisation Udichi.
One of the leading cultural organi-
sations in the country, Udichi, was
formed back in 1968 by writer and
journalist Satyen Sen, Sen was the
president of the first committee
Other members were Golam
Mohammad Edu, vice president;
Mustafa Wahid Khan, general
secretary; and Ekram Ahmed, joint
general secretary.

For its bold stance against social
injustice, prejudice and funda
mentalism, Udichi has often been
targeted by religious extremists
The deadliest one was the bomb
attack at Udichi's 12th Conference
in Jessore on March 7, 1999, which
left 10 people dead and around 150
injured. The attacks did not stop
but Udichi's commitnient to its
causes remains unchanged.

To celebrate the organisations
39th anniversary, members of
Udichi held a programme at the
National Theatre Stage, Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy (BSA) on
October 29 evening.

The event included a discussion
and a cultural programme.

The day's event began at about
4pm with a tea session. The
programme turned into a get
together for the Udichi activists
from all over the country.

The discussion programme

HOTD. STAR

Artistes sing at the pragramme

Upcommg

Khairul Anam Shakil speaks at the discussion session

began at 5:35pm. Bulbul Islam,
general secretary, Bangladesh
Rabindra Sangeet Shilpi
Shangstha; Mizanur Rahman,
general secretary, Bangladesh
Pothonatok Parishad; M Hamid,
Chairman, Bangladesh Group
Theatre Federation; Khairul Anam
Shakil, general secrelary,
Chhayanat; Golam Kuddus, secre-
tary general, Sammilito
Sangskritik Jote; Dr Lenin
Chowdhury, general secretary,
Kendriyo Khela Ghor Ashor;
Manzurul Ahsan Khan,
founder of Udichi and president,
Communist Party of Bangladesh

co

¥ . the memory of Khwaja
g - .

1> Hossain,
owho was killed during a bomb
+attack in front of the Netrokona

(CPB) participatea at the discus
sion.

In their speeches, the speakers
remembered Satyen Sen and dis
cussed Udichi's role in the cultural
arena. Discussants also called for o
united stance against the funda
mentalists and the war criminals

Professor Jatin Sarkar, president
of Udichi, presided over the discus
sion. The welcome speech was
given by Mahmud Selim, general
secretary, Udichi.

A cultural programme opened
with a group dance presentation by
artistes of Spondon. Next was a
performance by artistes
Chhayanat, who rendered the song
Pran-o bhoriye, trisha horiye. Art-
istes of Udichi sang Manushere
bhalobashi, [in-e jodi hosh re kana
and more. Members of Kranti
rendered O rnoder deshbashirey, a
song by Salil Chowdhury. Wrishiz
Shilpi Gosthi sang Bhaoy ki moroney
and Manusher mafhey boshobash
kori.

The event came to
with the staging of a play Bogus
Boa by members Udichi,
Netrokona Zilla Sangsad. The
performance was dedicated o
Haider
adapter of the play,

of

an end

of

district Udichi office on Decem
ber 8, 2005

Woody Harrelson and Bruce Willis
in a new Vietnam movie

Woody Harrelson has landed a key role in

Oliver Stone's

another one).

Reporter, Harrelson will join Bruce Willis and
Channing Tatum in Pinkville, a drama based
around the notorious My Lai massacre of
1968, when US soldiers killed more than 500
people, many of them women and children.
Harrelson is playing the Colonel in charge
of the taskforce that committed the atrocity,
while Willis is the general who investigated the

incident.

Source: Internet

latest Vietnam movie
According to Hollyweod

(yes,

Woody Harrelson
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