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Disaster Risk RedllCﬁOﬂ at School: BﬂﬂglﬁdeSh per Spective While earthquake hazard to schools has received some attention, very little has focused
* K H Masud Siddiqui on other h:lzardsf. Th_cse inf:iudc 'mctunmlugical phenomena such as high wind, storm

Diredtor Géneral surge, tornado, lightning strike, wild fire and flood. Many geophysical phenomena also

Disaster Management Bureau threaten Sfthﬂﬂi.‘i in addition to earthquake: landslide, mudslides, and avalanches, effects
_ of volcanic eruptions and later lava flow, and tsunami. Bangladesh should develop a
Owing to geographical location and climatic condition, Bangladesh is one of the most comprehensive policy toward school safety taking all locally relevant hazards into
disaster-prone countries of the World. Cyclone and tidal-bore, flood, drought and river account and using location of schools as well as maintenance of buildings as risk
erosion are the colossal natural calamities in this country. The catastrophic cyclone of reduction tools as well as design and construction methods. However, civil gociety and
1970 took away the life of nearly half a million people directly or indirectly. There had disaster management practitioner can work with professionals, educators, communities,
also been @ widespread loss and damages in the cyclone of 1991, floods of 1988 and  children and youth to develop a short list of "quick win" actions that can rapidly
1998 in recent years. But the most worrying factor at the present time for the government  jncrease the safety of schools and raise risk awareness among all those at or concerned
and the people is the probability of earthquake. There have been seven earthquake of with schools. Thus, in turn, link to more integral sirategies such as the Poverty
great magnitude in and around Bangladesh in the last 150 years. Many experts predict — Reduction Strategy Programs (PRSPs). If the school becomes a center from which
that there might occur earthquake of great magnitude in Bangladesh in near future. In emanates into community methods for participatory risk assessment. A community

zgmmo:a:;ﬂ;é:ther infrastructure, school buildings are subject to damage and collapse in 1 hitized in this way is more likely to find local solutions to other disaster related

Md. Abdul Bari Khan
Secrelary in-charge
Ministry of Food and Disaster Management
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
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development problems.

Access to education is a basic human right. At present around the world at least 100
million children of school age do not attend school. They represent about 14 percent of
the total population of children of the world. Providing facilities to educate them requires
construction of schools and rapid expansion of building programs. For decades all public
construction in Bangladesh was done under the authority of the Ministry of Public Works
and Settlement. Earthquake building codes of 1993s are now being updated. Yet these
laws cannot guarantee the safety of construction.

There are many private schools also in the Bangladesh. These are parts of national
schooling system and the apex organizations can provide guidance and resources so
that their students also study safely. The professional organizations involved with
schools and building should work with national governments to establish and enforce
strict codes of conduct so that high standard is maintained in school construction,
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1 Finally, school personnel need disaster management plans, emergency response skills,
: The role of schools in any kind of disaster management is very important. Schools may and regular drills to cope with expected disasters. A culture of safety is must be multi- :
I be used to provide temporary shelters, first aid or rescue operation staging areas or other faceted, and activism in one area encourages changes in consciousncss, expectaons
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disaster management functions in addition to their normal education and social network and demands. We share the enthusiasm for efforts to make education accessible to all.
functions. However, Schools are a well-distributed means of public education, and However, we believe that the implementing authorities, foundations, donors, and NGOs
children can play a leading role in the dissemination of public safety messages. involved in this great effort should take school seismic safety as a major concern.

The government of Bangladesh is trying to make school areas safer which are in high It is the time to look at the disaster management and sustainable development closely
risk of disaster by enabling them to act as a locus for disaster risk reduction,  not as two discrete items but as inseparable issues. We are looking forward to adopt
institutionalizing implementation of the Hyogo Framework within education systems. appropriate future strategy for protecting vulnerable people specially the school
The biggest challenge is to be pro-active. To raise awareness among the students on  children from the curses of disaster. Once again, [ extend my gratitude to all of the
various hazards/disaster management, a chapter on disaster management has been DMB team and the supporting NGOs and wish a very fruitful IDDR observance. This

included in the ‘:d“':“ﬁ,““"l curricula from classes V to XII. GoB has also decided to provides with the opportunity to review and set priorities for the school risk reduction
make compulsory session of at least 02 hours on disaster management in the training

curricula of all types of Training Institutes to train officials and non officials. We came to
know that in World Conference in Kobe, only 33 out of 82 countries including
Bangladesh has claimed to have national efforts to teach disaster-related subjects in
primary and and secondary school, Therefore all national universities should commit to
train the teachers and develop curriculum by including "Disaster Risk Reduction”
chapter.
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program, In the seminar, recommendations will guide the work of future assessment in
this sector. It is indeed my pleasure to thanks the organizing teams for the Ministry of
Food and Disaster Management and DMB for observing this day. [ am sure that this
day observance will be able to further strengthen the coordination and cooperation
among the various agencies 50 as to make all of us more effective in our effort towards
preparedness, mitigation, response and recovery activities for school based disaster risk
reduction.

In the recent past, at least 17,000 school children died when 6,700 schools were
destroyed in North-West Frontier Province and 1,300 in Pakistan-administered Kashmir
as children attended morning classes. By one estimate, if Education for All initiatives are
successful in the 20 countries that have registered the most deadly earthquakes during the
20th Century, but no special attention is paid to the seismic safety of school buildings, it
is possible that at least another 34 million children will be placed at risk to carthquakes
while they are attending school.
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